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DEDICAtroN. 






T O 



EDMOND MALONE, £sq. 



*1Y DEAft SIR, 

In every narrative, whethei: historical of 

biographical, authenticity is of the utmost 

consequence. Of this I have ever been so 

firmly persuaded, that I inscribed a foriiief 

work to that, person who was the best iuiijre. 

of its truth. I need hot tcK you 1 mean Gfe*' 

rieral Paoli; who, after his grcaJ,;!ttiou|h- ufi^ 

successful, efforts to preserve :: ;(R'e /liberties 

of his country, has found "an hJnoutabld 

asylum in Britain, where life has ridw lived 

many years the object bt Kciyal i'cfgard and 
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ii DEDICATION. 

private respect; and whom I cannot name 
without expressing my very grateful sense of 
the uniform kindness which he has been 
pleased to shew me. 

The friends of Doctor Johnson can best 
judge, from internal, evidence, wnether the 
numerous conversations which form the most 
valuable part of the ensuing pages, are cor- 
rectly related. To them, therefore, I wish 
to appeal, for the accuracy of the portrait 
here exhibited to the world. 

As one of those who were intimately ac- 
quainted with him, you have a title to this 
address. You have obligingly taken the 
trouble to peruse the original manuscript of 
this Tour, and can vouch for the strict fide- 
lity of the present publication. Tour.li- 
^Qrgry alliance v/ith our much lamented friend, 
iii .tfon^e^ueiice d£; having undertaken to ren- 
der bfic ': {if; hij? labours more complete, by 
your;€4Uii>5XGf' jShakspeare, a work which I 
am' cdrifi*dfet>t-%vill nof disappoint the expec- 
tations of the publick, gives you another 
claim. But I have a still more powerful in- 
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ducement to pf efix your name to this volume, 
as it gives me an opportunity of letting the • 
world know that I enjoy the honour and hap- 
piness of your friendship ; and of thus pul>- 
lickly testifying the sincet-e regard with which 
I am> 



My deir Sit, 



Toua- very fJiithful 



And obedient «eryant> 



jOth September, 178 J. 



JAMES BOSWELI 
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ADVERtiSEMEN'r 



TO THE THIRD EDITION. 



Animated by the very favourable reception 
which two large impressions of this work have 
had, it has been my study to' make it ds perfect ad 
I could in this edition, by correcting some inaccu- 
racies which I discovered myself and some which 
the kindness of friends, or the scrutiny of adversaries 
pointed ' out. -A few nptes are. added, of which 
the principal ol)ject is, to refufe * misrepresentation 
and calumny. 

To the animadversions in the periodical Journals 
cf criticism, and in ^ the numerous publications to 
which my book has given rise, I have made no anV 
swer.' • Every work 'mQst stand or fall by its own 
merit. I cannot, however, omit this opportunity 
of returning thanks to a gentleman who^ published 
a Defence of my Journal, and has added to the fa- 
vour by communicating his name to me in a very 
^ dbligirtg' letter. , ^ 

It would be an idle waste of time to take 
any particular notice of the futile remarksj^^ to 
many of which, a petty national resentment^ unvyor- 
thy of my countrymen, has probably given rise ; re- 
marks wliich have been industriously circulated in 
the publick prints by shallow or envtous cavillersj^ 
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who have endeavoured to persuade the world that 
Dr. Johnson's character has been lessened by record- 
ing such various instances of his lively wit and acute 
judgment, on every iopick that was presented t9 
his mind. In the oprmon of every person of taste and 
knowledge that I hsl^e conversed with, it has been 
greatly heightened ; and I \^*ill venture to predict, 
that this specimen of ihe. colloquial talents and ex^* 
temporaneous effusions of my illustrious fellow-tra« 
veller will become ?till more valuable?, when, by the 
lapse of time, he shall have become an ancient ; 
when all those who can now bear testimony to the 
transcendent powers of his mind, shall have passed 
away ; and no other memorial of this great and good 
man shall remain but the following Journal, the 
other anecdotes and letters preserved by his friends, 
and those incomparable works, which have for many 
years been in the highest estimation, and will be 
read and admired as long as the English language 
shall be spoken or understood* 

J. R 

JLoNDOH, IJth Aug. 1786, 
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Hl2 WAS 6f AN ADMlfeABLt PRB0NA&'CT Olf Wit, ANl> THAI* 
PRKGNANCy MUCH IMPROVED BY CONTINUAL STUDY FROAl 
HIS childhood: by which he had OOn^EN SUCH A 
PROMPTNESS IN EXPRESSING HIS MIND, THAT HIS EXTEM- 
PORAL SPEECHES WERE LIITLE INFERIOR TO HIS PREMEDI- 
TATED WRITINGS. Many, no doubt, had read as much, 

AND PERHAPS MORE THAN HE ; BUT SCARCE EVER ANY 
CONCOCTED HIS READING INTO JUDGEMENT AS HE DID. 

Baker's Chrpnicle/ 
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VtTH 



SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D. 



JLlR. JOHNSON had for many years given me 
hopes that we should go together, and visit the 
Hebrides. Martin's Account of those islands had 
impressed us with a notion that we might there 
contemplate a system of life almost totally different 
from what we had been accustomed to see ; and^ to 
find simplicity and wildness^ and all the circum- 
stances of remote time or place, so near to our 
native great island, was an object within tUe reach 
of reasonable curiosity. Dr. Johnson has said in 
his ** Journey/* *Hhat he scarcely remembered how 
the wish to visit the Hebrides was excited;" but 
he told me^ iit summer, 1763, that his father put 
Martin's Account into his hands when he was very 
young, and that he was much pleased with it. ^Ve 
reckoned there would be some inconveniencies and 
hardships^ and perhaps a little danger ; but these 
we were persuaded were magnified in the imagi- 
nation of every body. When I was at Ferney, in 

B 
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1764, I mentioned our design to Voltaire. He 
looked at me^ as if I had talked of going to the 
North Pole, and said, " You do not insist on 
my accompanying you ?"— ^ No, sir,* — *^ Then I 
am very willing you should go/' I was not 
afraid that our curious expedition would be pre- 
vented by such apprehensions ; but I doubted that 
it would not be possible to prevail on Dr. Johnson 
to relinquish, for some time, the felicity of a 
London life, which, to a man who can enjoy it 
with full intellectual relish, is apt to make exist- 
-ence in any narrower sphere seem insipid or irk- 
some. I dpubted that he would oot be willing to 
come down from his elevated state of philosophi- 
cal dignity ; from a superiority of wisdom among 
the wise, and of learning among the learned ; 
and from flashing his wit upon minds bright 
enough to reflect it. 

He had disappointed my expectations so long, 
that I began to despair; but in spring, 17-73, he 
talked of coming to Scotland that year with so 
much firmness, that 1 hoped he was at last in ear- 
nest* I knew that, if he were once launched from 
the metropolis he would go forward very well ; 
and I got our common friends there to assist in 
getting him afloat. To Mrs. Thrale in particular, 
whose enchantment over him seldom failed, I was 
much obliged. It was, " ni give thee a wind.'*—* 
*^ Thou art kind** — ^To attract him, \fte had invi- 
tations from the chiefs Macdonald and Macleod ; 
and, for additional aid, I wrote to Lord Elibank, 
Dr. William Robertson, and Dr. Beattie. 

To Dr. Robertson, so far as my letter concerned 
the present subject, I wrote as follows : 
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^' Oxm friend, Mr. Samuel Johnson^ is in ffrtsA 
^health and spirits; and, I do think, has a serious 
*^ resolution to visit Scotland this year. The more 
*' attraction, however, the better j and therefore, 
" though I know he wilHbe happy to, meet you 
there, it will forward the scheme, if, in youf 
answer to this, yoy . express yourself concerning 
" it with that power of which you are so happily 
^' possessed, and which n>ay be so directed as to 
" operate strongly upon him.^* 

His answer to that part of my letter was quite 
as I could have wished. It was written with the 
address and persuasion of the histc^ian of Atnerica. 
** When* I saw you last, you gave us som6 
" hopes that you might prevail with Mr. Johnson 
^* to make out that excursion to Scotland^ with the 
*' expectation of which we have long flattered our- 
*^ selves. If he could order matters^ so,' as to pass 
*' some time in Edinburgh, about the close of the 
'^summer session, and then visit some of the High- 
^* land scenes, I am confident he would be pleased 
" with the grand features of nature in many parts 
** of this country : he will meet with many persons 
" here who respect him, and some whom I am per- 
^' suaded he will think not unworthy of his esteem. 
" I wish he would make the experiment. He some* 
" times cracks his jokes upon us ; but he will find 
" that we can distinguish between the stabs of ma- 
" levolence, and the rebukes of the righteous, %uhick 
" are tike excellent oil,^ and break not the head. 

i 

* Our friend Edmund Burke^t who by this time had received some 
pretty severe strokes from Dr. Johnson, on account ^ the unhappv 
difference in their politicks, upoti my repeating this passage to him, 
exclaimed, " Oil of vitriol !*' ' 

B2 
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•^OfiFer: my best coihpliments to him, and assure 
^^ him that I shall be happy to have the satisfac- 
" tion of seeing him under my roof/* 

To Dr, Beattie I wrote, '' The ehief intention 
'* of this letter is to inform you, that I now se- 
<* riously believe Mr. Samuel Johnson will visit 
'^ Scotland this year : but I wish that every power 
*' of attraction may be employed to secure our 
5^ having so valuable an acquisition, and therefore 
** I hope you will without delay write to me what 
<^ I know you think, that I may . read it to the 
^^ mighty sage, with proper emphasis, before I 
'^ leave London, which I must do soon. He talks 
^^ of. you with the same warmth that he did last 
^* year. We are to see as much of Scotliand as we 
'< caUj ill the months of August and September. 
^^ We shall not be long of being at Marischal 
*^ College.* He is particularly desirous of see- 
*^ ing some of the Western Islands.*' 

Dr. Beattie did better : ipse venit. He was, how* 
ever, so polite as to wave his privilege of niV mtAi 
rescribaSf and wrote from Edinburgh, as follows : - 

** Your very kind and agreeable favour of 
** the 20th of April overtook me here yesterday, 
*^ after having gone to Aberdeen^ which place I 
" left about a week ago. I am to set out this day 
** fpr London, and hope to have the honour .of 
*' paying my respects to Mr. Johnson and you, 
*^ about a week or ten days hence. I shall then 
do what I can, to enforce the topick you men- 
tion ; but at present I cannot enter upon it, as I 






* This, I find, is a Scotticism. I should have $ald« ** It will not 
be long before we shall be at Marischal College/* 
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'^ am in a very great hurry ; for I intend to begin 
*^ my journey within an hour or two.'* 

He was as good as his word, and thr^w aome 
pleasing motives into the northern scftle. But^ 
indeed, Mr. Johnson loved all that he heard^ 
from one whom he , tells us, in bis Lives of the 
Poets, Gray found ^' a poet, a philosopher, and A 
good man/' 

My Lord £l}bank did not answer my letter to 
his lordship for some time. The reason will ap« 
pear, when we come to the isle of Ski/* I shall then 
insert my letter, with letters from his lordship> 
both to .myself and Mr. Johnson.' I beg it may be 
understood, that J insert my own letters, a^.J reiit^ 
my own sayings, rather as keys to what is valuably 
belonging to others, than for th^ir own sake. 
. Luckily Mr. Justice (now Sir Robert) Qhamfp 
bers, who was about to sail for the £ast-}ndie<, was 
going to take leave of his relations at Newcastle, 
and he conducted Dr. Johnson to that tQwn. Mr. 
Scott, of University College, Oxford, (now Dr» 
Scott, of the Commons,) accompanied him froni 
thence to Edinburgh. With such propitious con* 
voys did he proceed to my native city. But, lest 
metaphor should make it be supposed he actually 
went by sea, I chopse to mention that he travelled 
10 post-chaises, of which the rapid motion was one 
of his most favourite amusements^ 

Dr. Samuel Johnspn's character, religious, mo^ 
ral, political, and literary, n^y his figure and man- 
ner, are, I believe, more gfsnerally known than those 
of almost any man ; yet it m^y not be superfluous 
here to attempt a sketch of him. I^t my readers 
thea r^pieqiber that he wasf a sincere and ;?^loi^ 



V 



« JOURNAL OF A TOUH 

christian^ of high church of England and monar* 
chical principles, which he would not tamely suffer to 
be questioned; steady and inflexible in maintain- 
ing th|e obligations of piety and virtue, both from a 
regard to the order of society, and from a veneration 
for the Great Source of all order; correct, nay stem 
in his taste ; hard to please> and easily oflended, im-i 
petuous and irritable in his temper, but of a most 
humane ^nd benevolent heart;' having a mind 
stored with a vast and various collection of learning 
and knowledge, which he communicated with pe- 
culiar perspicuity and force, in rich and choice ex- 
pi^ession. He united a most logical head with a most 
fertile imagination, which gave him an extraordi- 
nary advantage in arguing; for he could reason 
dose or wide^ as he saw best for the moment. He 
could, when he chose it, be the greatest sophist 
that ever wielded a weapon in the schools of decla*^ 
ination; but he indulged this only in conversation; 
for he owned he sometimes talked for victory ; 1^ 
was too conscientious to make errour permanent 
jmd pernicious, by deliberately writing it He was 
conscious of his superiority. He loved praise when 
it was brought to him ; but was too proud to seek 
for it. He was somewhat susceptible of flattery* 
His mind was so full of imagery, that he might have 
been perpetually a poet. It has been often remarki- 
ed, that in his poetical pieces^ which it is to be re- 
gretted are so few, because so excellent, his style is 
easier than in his prose. There is deception in thisr 
it is not easier, but better suited to the dignity of 
verse ; as mne may dance with grace, whose mo- 
tions^ in ordinary walking, — ^in the common step^ 
awkward. He had a constitutiond melan^ 
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dioly, the clouds of which darkened the brightness 
of his fancy, and gave a gloomy cast to his whole 
course of thinking : yet^ though grave and awful 
in his deportment, when he thought it necessary 
or proper, he frequently indulged himself in plea* 
santry and sportive sallies. He was prone to su* 
perstition, but not to credulity. Though his ima- 
gination might incline him to a belief of the mar« 
vellous, and the mysterious, his vigorous reason 
examined the evidence with jealousy. He had a 
loud voice, and a slow deliberate utterance, which no 
doubt gave some additional weight to the sterling 
metal of his conversation.* His person was large, ro- 
bust^ I may say approaching to the gigantick, and 
grown unwieldy from corpulency. His countenance 
was naturally of the cast of an ancient statue, but some- 
what disfigured by the scars of that evil, which, it 
was formerly imagined, the royal toicch could cure. 
*He was now in his sixty^fourth year, and was be- 
come a little dull of hearing. His sight had aU 
ways been somewhat weak ; yet, so much does 
mind govern, and even supply the deficiency of or- 
gans, that his perceptions -were uncommonly quick « 
and accurate. His head, and sometimes also his 
body, shook with a kind of motion like the effect 

* Lord Pembroke said once to me at Wilton^ with a happy plea- 
santry, and some truth, that *' Dr Johnson*s sayings would not ap* 
pear so extraordinary, were it not for his how^wow way .*" but I admit 
the truth of this only on some occasions. The Messiah, played upon 
the Canterliury organ, is more sublime than when played upon an 
inferior instrument : but very slight musick will seem grand, when 
conveyed to the ear through that majestick medium ^ While ther^o^e 
Dr, Johnson's sayings are read, let his manner he taken along with , 
them. Let it however be observed, that the sayings them^lves are 
generally great ; that, though he might be an ordinary composer at 
tinges, he was for the most part a Handel. 
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of a palsy ; he appeared to )}e frequently disturbed 
by cramps, or convulsive oontractions^ * of the 
nature of that distemper (^Ued St^ Fitus^s danoe* 
He Wore a full suit of plain brown clothes, with 
twisted- hair-buttons of the same colour, ^ large 
bushy greyish wig, a plain shirt, blade worsted 
stockings, and silver buckles. Upon this tour, 
wh6n journeying, he wore boots, and a very wide 
brown cloth great coat, yrith pockets which might 
have almost held the two volumes of his folio dic- 
tionary ; and he carried in his hand a large English 
oak stick. Let me not b<? censured for mentioning 
such minute particulars. Every thing relative to 
so great a man is worth observing. I remember 
Dr. Adam Smith, in his rhetorical lectures at 61as« 
gow, told us he was glad to know that Millon wore 
latchets in his shoes, instead of buckles. When 
I mention the oak stick, it is but letting Hercules 
have his club ; and, by-and-by, my readers will 
find this stick will bud, and produce a good joke. 

This iqfiperfect sketch of " the combination 
and the fortn* of that Wonderful Man, whom I ve- 
nerated and loved while in this world, and after 
whom I gaze with humble hope, now that it has 
pleased Almighty Goj> to call him to a better 

^ Such they appeared to me ; but since the first edition, Sir Joshua 
Jleynolds has observed to me, *' th^t Dr. Johnson's extraordinary 
gestures were only habits, in which he indulged himself at certaii^ 
times. When in company, where he was npt free, or when engaged 
(earnestly in conversation, he never gavfe Vvay to such habits, which 
proves that they were not invohmtary." I still however think, that 
these gestures were involuntary j for surely had not that been the ca8<j. 
he would have restrained them in the publick streets, 

[See the Authors Life of Dr. Johnson, i. 121, 122, 5th edit.] 
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world, wHl serve to introduce to the fancy of my 
readers the capital object of the following journal^ in 
the course of which I ti^ust they will attain to a con>- 
siderabk degree of acquaintance with him. 

His prejudice against Scotland was announced 
almost as soon as he began to appear in the world 
of Letters. In his London, a poem, are the fol** 
lowing nervous lines : 

" For who would leave, unbrib'd, Hibernia's land ? 
" Or change the rocks of Scotland for the Strand? 
^' There none are swept by sudden fate away ; 
'^ But all, whom hunger spares, with age decay." 

The truth is, like the aqcient Greeks and Ro- 
mans, he allowed himself to look upon all nations 
but his own as barbarians : not only Hibernia, and 
Scotland, but Spain, Italy, and France, are at- 
tacked in the same poem. If he was particularly 
prejudiced against the Scots, it was because they 
were more in his way; because he thought their 
success in England rath^er exceeded the due propor- 
tion of their real merit ; and because he could not 
but see in them that nationality which I believe no 
Uberal-minded Scotsman will depy. He was inr* 
deed, if I may be allowed the phrase, at bottom 
much of a Johii Bull ; much of a blunt true born 
Englishman. There was a stratum of common clay 
under the rock of marble. He was voraciously fond 
of good eating; and he had a great deal of that qua- 
lity called humour, which gives an oiliness and a 
gloss to every other quality. 

lam, I flatter myself, completely a citizen of the 
livorld. — In my travels through Holland, Germanyi 
§\yit2erland,. Italy, Corsipa, France, I never felf 
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xQyself from home ; and I sincerely lore ^^ every 
kindred and tongue and people and nation/' I 
subscribe to what my late truly learned and pbilo* 
sophical friend Mr. Crosbie said, that the English 
nxe better , animals than the Scats ; they are nearer 
the sun ; their blood is richer, and mpre mellow t 
but when I humour any of them in aa outrageous 
contempt of Scotland, I fairly 6wn I treat them as 
children. And thus I have, at some moments, 
found myself obliged to treat even Dr. Johnson. 

To Scotland however he ventured; and he re- 
turned from it in great good humour, w^th his pre- 
judices much lessened, and with very grateful feel- 
ings of the hospitality with which he was treated ; 
as is evident from that admirable work, his *^ Jour- 
ney to the Western Islands of Scotland,*' which, to 
my utter astonishment, has been misapprehended^ 
even to rancour, by many of my countr)'men. 

To have the company of Chambers and Scott, 
he delayed his journey so long, that the court of 
session, which rises on the eleventh of August, 
was broke up before he got to Edinburgh. 
' On Saturday the fourteenth of August, 1778, late 
in the evening, I received a note from him, that he 
was arrived at Boyd's inn, at the head of the Canon- 
gate. I went to him directly. He embraced me 
cordially; and I exulted in the thought, that I now 
had him actually in Caledonia. Mr. Scott's aniiable 
manners, and attachment to our Socrates^ at once 
united me to him. He fold me that, before I came 
in, the Doctor had unluckily had a, bad specimen 
of Scottish cleanliness. He then drank no fermented 
Kquor. He asked to have his lemonade made sweet- 
er; upon which the waiter, with his greasy fingers. 



' TO THE HEBRIDES. ll 

lifted a lump of sugar, and pot it into it. The 
Doctor^ in indignation^ threw it oat of the window. 
Scott said, he .was afraid he would have knocked 
the waiter down. Mr. Johnson told me^ that such 
another trick was played him at the house of a lady 
in Paris. He was to do me the honour to lodge 
under my roof. I regretted sincerely that Lhad not 
also a room for Mr. Scott. Mr. Johnson and I 
walked arm-in-arm up the High-street, to my house 
in Jameses court: it was a dusky* night : I could not 
prevent his being assailed by the evening dfluvia of 
Edinburgh. I heard a late baronet, of some dis* 
tinction in the political world in the beginning of the 
present reign, observe, that "walking the streets 
of Edinburgh at night was pretty perilous, and a 
good deal odoriferous.** The peril is much abated, 
by the care which the magistrates have taken to en<- 
force the city laws against throwing foul water from 
the windows; but from the structure of the houses 
in the old town, which consist of many stories, in 
.each of which a different family lives, and there being 
no covered sewers, the odour still continues. A zea» 
Jous Scotsman would have wished Mr. Johnson to 
be without one of his five senses upon this occasion. 
As we marched slowly along, he grumbled in my 
ear, *^ I smell you in the dark 1" But he acknow- 
ledged that the breadth of the street, and the lof- 
tiness of the buildings on each side nvtde a noble 
appearance. 

My wife had tea ready for him, which it is well 
known he delighted to drink at all hours, particu- 
larly when sitting up late, and of which his able de- 
fen(ie against Mr. Jonas Hanway should have ob<- 
tained him a magnificent reward from the £ast«^ 
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India Company. He shewed much ^ complacency 
upon finding that the mistressof the house was so 
attentive to his singular habit ; and as no man could 
be. more polite when he chose to be so^ his address 
to her was most courteous and engaging; and his 
conversation soon charmed her into a forgetful- 
jiess of his external appearance. 

I did not begin to. keep a regular full journal 
till some days after we had set out from Edin^ 
burgh ; but I h^ve luckily preserved a good many 
fragments of his Memorabilia from his very first 
evening in Scotland. 

We had, a little before this, had a trial for mur- 
der, in which the judges had allowed the lapse of 
twenty years since its commission as a plea in bar^ 
in conformity with the doctrine of prescription in 
the civil law, which Scotland and several other 
countries in Europe have adopted. He at first dis- 
approved of this; but then he thought there was 
something in it, if there had been for twenty years 
a neglect to prosecute a crime which was known. 
He would not allow that a murder^ by not being 
discovered for twenty years, should escape punish- 
ment. We talked of the ancient trial by duel. 
He did not think it so absurd as is generally sup- 
posed; ^'For (said he) it was only allowed when the 
question was iti equilibrio, as when one affirmed and 
another denied ; and they had a notion that Provi- 
dence would interfere in favour of him who was in 
the right. But as it was found that in a duel, he 
who was in the right had not a better chance than 
}te who was in the wrong, therefore society insti-r 
tuted the present mode of trial, and gave the ad« 
vantage to him who is in the right/' 
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We. sat till near two in the morning, having 
chatted a good vrhiik after my wife left us. She 
bad indisted^ that to shew all respect to the Sage, 
$he would give up her own bed-chamber to him 
and take a worse. This I cannot but gratefully 
H^enti^Q, afi one of a 'thousand cbHgatkins which 
I owe her, since the gredt obligation of her being 
pleaded .to accept of me as her husband. 

SUKI>AY, AUGUST IS* 

Mr. Scott came to breakfast, at which I intro- 
duced to Dr. Johnson, and him, my friend Sir 
William Forbes, now df Pitsligo ; a man of whom 
too much good cannot be said; who, with distin- 
guished abilities and application in his profession of 
a Banker, is at once a good companion, and a good 
christian; which I think is saying enough. Yet 
it is but justice to record, that once^i when he was 
in a dangerous illness, he was watched with the anx 
ious apprehension of a general calamity ; day and 
night his house was besfet with affectionate enqui- 
ries; and, upon his recovery, Te deum was the 
universal chorus from the hearts of his countrymen. 

Mr. Johnson was pleased with my daughter Ve- 
ronica,* then a child of about four months old. 
She had the appearance, of listening to him. His 
motions seemed to her to be intended for her amuse- 
ment; and when he stopped, she fluttered, and 
made a little infantine noise, and a kind of signal 
for him to begin again. She would be^ held close 

• The saint's name of Veronica was introduced into our family 
through my great grandmother Veronica, Countess of Kincardine, 
a Dutch lady of the noble house of Sommelsdyck, of which there is 
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to him ; which w£» a proof, from sitnpl6 tiatare^ 
that his figure was pot horrid. Her fondness fot 
him endeared her still more to me^ and I declared 
she should have five hundred pounds of additional 
fortune.. 

We talked of the practice of the law. Sir Wil- 
liam Forbes said, he thought an honest lawyer should 
never undertake a cause which he was satisfied was 
not a just one. "Sir, (said Mr. Johnson,) a lawyer 
has no business with the justice or injustice of the 
cause which he undertakes^ unless his client asks his 
opinion^ and then he is bound to give it honestly* 
The justice or injustice of the cause is to be decided 
by the judge. Consider, sir; what is the purpose 
of courts of justice ? It is, that every man may have 
his cause fairly tried, by men appointed to try causes* 
A lawyer is not to tell what he knows to be a lie : 
he is not to produce what he knows to be a false 
deed ; but he is not to usurp the province of the 
jury and of the judge, and determine what sh^ll be 
the effect of evidence, — what shall be the result of 

a full account in Bayle*s Dictionary. The family had once a princely 
right in Surinam. The governour of that settlement was appointed 
by the States General, the town of Amsterdamj and Sommelsdyck. 
The States General have acquired SomnneIsdyck*s right $ but the 
family has still great dignity and opulence, and by intermarriages is 
connected with many other noble families. When I was at the Hagae^ 
I was received with all the affection of kindred. The present Son»* 
melsdyck has an important charge in the Republick, and is as wor« 
thy a roan as lives. .He has honoured me with his correspondence 
for these twenty years. My great grandfather, the husband of 
Countess Veronica, was Alexander, Earl of Kincardine, that em^ 
nent Royalist whose character is given by Burnet in his History of his 
€wn Times. From him the blood of JSnice flows in my veins. Of such 
ancestry who would not be proud ? And, as Nikil est, nisi hoc sciat 
alter, is peculiarly true of genealogy, who would not be glad to seize 
ik fiur opportunity to let it be known. 
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legal argument. As it rarely happens that a man 
is fit to plead his own cause, lawyers are a class of 
the oommunity^ who^ by, study and experience^ have 
acquired the art and power pf arranging evidence^ 
and of applying to the points at issue what the law 
has settled. A lawyer is to do for his client all 
that his client might fairly do for himself, if he 
could. If, by a superiority of attention, of know^ 
ledge, of skill, and a better method of comma* 
nication, he has the advantage of his adversary, 
it is an advantage to which he is entitled. Hiere 
must always be some advantage, on one side or other; 
and it is better that advantage should be had by 
talents than by chance. If lawyers were to under- 
take no causes till the/ were sure they were just^ 
a man might be precluded altogether from a trial 
of his claim, though, were it judicially examined, 
it might be found a very just claim."4— This was 
sound practical doctrine, and rationally repressed a 
too refined scrupulosity of conscience. 

Emigration was at this time a common topick of 
discourse. Dr. Johnson regretted it as hurtful to 
human happiness: " For (said he) it spreads man-- 
kind which weakens the defence of a nation, and 
lessens the comfort of living. Men, thinly scat- 
tered, make a shift, but a bad shift, without many 
things. A smith is ten miles off: they'll do without 
a nail or a staple. A taylor is far from them : they*!! 
botch their own clothes. It is being concentrated 
which produces high cbnvenience." 

Sir William Forbes, Mr. Scott, and I, accom^^ 
panied Mr« Johnson to the chapel, founded by Lord 
Chief Baron Smith, for the Service of the Church 
of England. The Reverend Mr. Carre, the smiot 
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dergjrman, preached from these words, ^^ Because 
the Lord reigneth, let the earth be glad."~l was 
sorry to think Mr, Johnsoii did not attend to the 
sermon, Mr. Carre's low voice not being strong 
enoDgh to reach his hearing. A selection of Mr. 
Carre's sermons has, since bis death, been published 
by Sir William Forbes, and the world has acknow<^ 
ledged their uncommon merit. I am well as«> 
sured Lord Mansfield has pronounced them to be 
es^ellent. 

Here I obtained a promise from Lord Chief 
Baron Orde,- that he would dine at my house next 
day. I presented Mr. Johnson to his Lordship^ 
who politely said to him, ^^ I have not the honour 
of knowing you ; but I hope for it, and to see 
you at my house. I am to wait on you to-mor- 
row." This respectable EngUsh judge will be 
long remembered in Scotland, where he built an 
elegant house, and lived in it magnificently. His 
own ample fortune, with the addition of his salary, 
enabled him to be splendidly hospitable. It may 
be fortunate for an individual amongst ourselves to 
be Lord Chief Baron ; and a most worthy man now 
has the ofSce; but, in my opinion, it is better for 
Scotland in general, that some of Our publick em- 
ployments sliould be filled by gentlemen of distino 
tion from the south side of the Tweed, as we have 
the benefit of promotion in England. Such an in-! 
terchange would make a beneficial mixture of man- 
ners, and render our union more complete. Lord 
Chief Baron Orde was on good terms with us all, 
in a narrow country filled with jarring interests and 
keen parties; and, though I well knew his opinion 
to be the same with my own, he kept himself aloof 
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at a very critical period indeed^ when the Douglas 
cause shook the sacred security of birth-bright 
in Scotland to its foundatiofT; a cause, which had 
it happened before the Union, when there was 
no appeal to a British Houstf of Lqrds, would have 
left the great fortress of honours iand of property in * 
ruins. 

When we got home. Dr. Johnson desired to see 
my books. He took down Ogden's Sermons on 
Prayer, on which I set a very high value, having 
been much edified by them, and he retired with 
them to his room. He did not sta^ long, but soon 
joined us in the drawing room. I presented to him 
Mr. Robert Arbuthnot, a relation of the celebrated 
Dr. Arbuthnot, and a man of literature and taste* 
To him we were obliged for a previous recommen-^ 
dation, which secured us a very agreeable recep* 
tion at St. Andrews, and which Dr. Johnson, in 
his ** Journey,*' ascribes to some invisible friend." 
Of Dr. Beattie, Mr. Johnson said, " Sir, he has 
written like a man conscious of the truth, and feelr 
ing his own strength. Treating your adversary 
with respect is giving him an advantage to which 
he is riot entitled. The greatest part of men can- 
not judge of reasoning, and are impressed by cha* 
racter ; so that, if you allow your adversary a re- 
spectable character, they will think, that though 
you differ from him, you may be in the wronff. 
Sir^ treating your adversary with respect, is striking 
soft in a battle. And as to Hume, — a man who 
has so much conceit as to tell all mankind that tiiey 
have been bubbled for ages, and he is the wise man 
who sees better than they,-— a man who has so little 
scrupulosity as to venture to oppose thdse principles 

C 
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which have been thought necessary to human hap- 
Jwness,— -i* he to be surprized if another man comes 
and laughs at him ? If he is the great man he thinks 
himself, all this cannot hurt him : it is like throw- 
ing peas against a rock/* He added /' something much 
too rough,'' both as to Mr. Hume's head and hearty 
which I suppress. Violence is, in my opinion, not 
suitable to the Christian cause. Besides, I always 
Jived on good terms with Mr. Hume, though I have 
frankly told him, I was not clear that it was right 
in me to keep company with him. *^ But, (said I) 
how mvich better are you than your books !'* He 
was cheerful, obliging, and instructive; he was 
charitable to the poor; and many an agreeable 
hour have I passed with him : I have preserved 
some entertaining and interesting memoirs of him, 
particularly when he knew himself to be dying, 
which I may some time or other communicate to 
the world. I shall not, however, extol him so very 
highly as Dr. Adam Smith does, who says, in a 
letter to Mr. Strahan the Printer (not a confidential 
letter to his friend, but a letter which is published* 
with all formality:) "Upon the whole, I have 
** always considered him, both in his life time 
*^ and since his death, as approachlfig as nearly to 
" the idea of a perfectly wise and virtuous man tks 
** perhaps the nature of human frailty will permit." 
Let Dr. Smith consider: Was not Mr. Hume 

* This letter, though shattered by the sharp shot of Dr. Home 
of Oo^ri's wit, in the character of " One of the People called Chris- 
c'tians," is still preBxed to Mr. Hume^s excellent History of £ng«; 
gtand» like a poor invalid on the piquet guard, or like a list of quack 
medicines sold by the same bookseller, by whom a work of whaterer 
mtpiic i» pttbliibed j for. it his n« connection with his Hutonff let it 
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blest with g6od healthy good spirits, good friends, 
a competent and increasing fortune ? And had he 
not also a perpetual feast of fame ? But, as a learned 
friend has observed to me, "What trials did he 
undergo to prove the perfection of his virtue ? Did 
he ever experience any great instance of adver- 
sity ?'* — ^When Iread this sentence delivered by my 
old instructor, Professor of Moral Philosophy^ t 
could not help exclaiming with the Psalmiit, 
*^ Surely I have now more understanding than my 
'^ teachers ?" 

While we were tsllking, there came a note to 
me from Dr. William Robertson. 



DEAR SIK, 



I 

'^ I have been expecting every day to hear from 



a 
it 



you, of Dr. Johnson's arrival. Pray, what do 
you know about his motions ? I long to take 
him by the hand. I write this. from the college, 
where I have only this scrap of paper. Ever 
yours, 

" SUNDAY. W. R." 



ktve what it may with what are called his Pkihsopkicul Works. A 
worthy friend of mineiii London was lately consulted by a lady of qua- 
Iity« of most distinguished merits what was the best Histoiy of England 
for her son to read. My friend recommended Hame's. But, upon 
recollecting that its usher was a superlative panegyriek on one, who 
endeavoured to sap the credit of our holy religion, he revoked hia 
recommendation. I am really sorry for this ostentatious alliance; 
because I admire *' the Theory of Moral Sentiments,'* and value 
the greatest part of " 'An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the 
'< Wealth of NaUons.** Why should such a w^ter be so forgetful 
of human comfort, as to g^ve any countenance to that dreary infide- 
lity which would *< make us poor indeed r 

C2 
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It pleafeed me to find Dr. Robertson thus eager 
to meet Dr< Johnson. I was g]ad I could answer, 
that he was conie : and begged Dr. Robertson 
might be with us as soon as he could. 

Sir William Forbes^ Mr. Scott, Mr. Arbuthnot, 
and another gentleman dined with us. " Come, 
Dr. Johnson, (said I,) it is compnonly thought that 
our veal in Scotland is not good. But here is some 
nvhich I believe you will like." — There was no catch- 
ing him.-^— Johnson. " Why, Sir, what is com- 
monly thought, I should take to be true. Your 
veal may be good ; but that will only be an ex- 
ception to the general opinion ; not a prodf against 
it." 

Dr. Robertson, according to the custom of Edin- 
burgh at that time, dined in the interval between 
the forenoon and afternoon service, which was then 
later than now ; so we had not the pleasure of his 
company till dinner was over, when he came and 
drank wine with us. And then began some ani- 
mated dialogue, of which here follows a pretty full 
note. 

We talked of Mr. Burke. — Dr. Johnson said, he 
had great variety of knowledge, store of imagery, 
copiousness of language.— Robertson. ^^ He has 
wit too." — Johnson, " No, Sir ; he never succeeds 
there. *Tis low ; 'tis conceit. I used to say, 
Burke never once made a good joke.* What I most 

* This was one of the points upon which J^r, Johnson was 
strangefy heterodox. For, surely, Mr. Burke, with his other rc- 
markahle qualities^ is also distinguished for his wit, and for wit of 
all kinds too : not merely that power of language which Pope chooses 
to denominate wit : 

(True wit is Nature to advantage drest ; 

What oft was thought, but ne'er so well exprest.) 
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envy Burke for, is, hU being constantly the same. 
He is never what we call hunn-druni ; never unwiU 

but surprising allusions^ brilliant sallies of vivacity, and pleasant 
conceits. His speeches in parliament are strewed with them. Take, 
for instance, the variety which he has given in his wide range, yet 
exact detail, when exhibiting his Reform Bill. And his conversation 
abounds in wit. Let me put down a specimen. — I told him, I 
had seen, at a Blue stocking assembly, a number of ladies sitting 
round a worthy and tall friend of ours, listening to his literature. 
" Ay, (said he) like niaids round a May-pole/'—- 1 told him, 1 had 
found out a perfect definition of human nature, as distinguished fromi 
the animal. An ancient philosopher said, Man was " a two-legged 
animal without feathers,'* upon which bis rival Sage had a Cock 
plucked bare, and set him down in the school before all the dis- 
ciples, as a ** Philosophick Man.'* Dr. Franklin said, Man was 
•• a tool-making animal,'* which is very well 5 for no animal 
but man makes a thing, by means ~of which he can make another 
thing. Bnt this applies to very few of the species. My definition 
of Man is, ** a Cooking animal.** The beasts have n[iemory, judg- 
ment, and all the faculties and passions of our mind, in a certain 
degree; but no beast is a cook. The trick of the monkey using the 
cat's paw to roast a chestnut, is only a piece of shrewd malice in that 
iurpissima hestia, which humbles us so sadly by its similarity to 
us. Man alone can dress a good dish ; and every man whatever is 
more or less a cook, in seasoning what he himself eats.— '^our defi- 
nition is good, said Mr. Burke, and I now see the full force of tlft 
common proverb, ** There is reason in roasting of eggs.'* — ^When 
Mr. Wilkes, in his days of tumultuous opposition, was borne upon 
the shoulders ' of the mob, Mr. Burke (as Mr. Wilkes told me him- 
self, with classical admiration,) applied to him what Horace says of 
pindar, 

-nur^ej-is^uQ fcrtur 



Lege solulis. 



Sir Joshua Reynolds, who agrees with me entimly as to Mr. 
Burke*s fertility of wit, said, that this was " dignifying a pun.*' 
He also observed, that he has often heard Burke say, in the course of 
an evening, ten good things, each of which would have served 9. noted 
wit (whom he named) to live upon for a twelvemonth. 

I find, since the former edition, that some persons hav4 objected 
to the instances which I have^ given of Mr. Burke's writ, as not do- 
ing justice to my very ingenious friend; the apeoiipwis produced 
^aviojg, it is alleged, J»ore of conceit ib»Q real yvit» and being merely 
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ling to begin to talk^ nor in haste to leave off.' 
BoswBLL, *^ Yet he can listen/* — Johnson. *' No ; 
I cannot say he is good at that. So desirous is he to 
talk, that, if one is speaking at this end of the table, 
heMl speak to somebody at the other end. , Burke, 
sir, is such a man, that if you met him for the first 
time in the street where you were stopped by a 
drove of oxen, and you and he stepped aside to take 
shelter but for five minutes, he*d talk to you in 
such a manner, that, when you parted, you would 
say, this is an extraordinary man. Now, you may be 



« 

•portive talUes of the moment^ not justifying the enconuam 
which they think with me^ he undoubtedly merits. I was well 
aware, how hazardous it was to exhibit particular instances of wit^ 
which is of so airy and spiritual a nature as often to elude the hand that 
attempts to grasp it The esceUence and efficacy of a Ion mot de» 
pend frequently so much on the occasion on which it is spoken, ea 
ibCi particular manner of the speaker, on the person to whom it is 
applied, the previous introduction, and a thousand minute particu- 
lars which cannot be easily enumerated, that it is always dangerous 
to detach a witty saying from the group to which it belongs, and to 
•et it before the eye of the spectator, divested of those concomitant 
cixcomstances, whidi gave it animation, mellowness, and relief. I 
ventured, however, at all hazards, to put down ttie first instances 
that occuned to me, as proofs of Mr. Burke's lively and brilliaat 
fancy; but am very sensible that his numerous friends could have 
suggested many of a superior quality. Indeed, the being in com- 
pany with him, for a single day> is sufficient to shew that what I have 
asserted is well founded ; and it was only necessary to have appealed 
to all who know him intimately, for a complete refutation of the 
)ieterodox opinion entertained by Dr, Johnson on this subject. He 
allowed Mr- Burke, as the reader will find hereafter, to be a man 
of consummate and unrivalled abilities in every light except that 
now under consideration | and the variety of his allusions, and splen- 
dour of his imagery, have made such an impression <m all the rest of 
the world, that superficial observers are apt to ovcriook his other 
merits, and to suppose that Ufit is his chief and most prominent ez-» 
cellence; when in feet it is only one of the many talents that he 
poB«e9ses, which are so various and txtraordinary, that it is very dil 
^uh to a^ccrtun precisely thf rank iod vdu^ of each. 
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long enough mth me, withoot finding any thing 
eKtraordinary/' He said^ he believed Burke wa^ 
intended for the law ; but either had not money 
enough to follow it, or had not diligence enough; 
He said, he could no^ understand how a man could 
apply to one thing, and not to another. Robbrtsou 
said, one man had more judgment, another more 
imagination«*r-JoHNSON. " No, sir ; it is only, one 
man has more mind than another. He may direct 
it differently ; he may, by accident, see the succesft 
of one kind of study, and take a desire to excel ia 
it. I am persuaded that, had Sir Isaac Newton 
applied to poetry, he would have made a very fine 
epick poem. I could as easily apply to law as to 
tragick poetry."— Boswell. " Yet, sir, you did ap* 
ply to tragick poetry, not to liw,*'— Johnsoh^ 
*^ Because, sir, I had not money to study law. Sir, 
the man who has vigour, may walk to the east, jutt 
as well as to the west, if he happens Ho turn his head 
that way/* — Bosw^ll. *^ But, sir, *tis like walking 
up and down a hill ; one man will naturally do the 
one better than the other. A hare will run up a hill 
best, from her fore-legs being short ; a dog down.** 
JoHKSOK. '^ Nay, sir ; that is from mechanicid 
powers. If you make mind mechanical, you may 
argue in that manner. One mind is a vice, and 
holds fast; there's a good memory. Another is a 
file ; and he is a disputant, a controversialist. An*- 
other is a razor ;\ and he is sarcastical.'*— ^We talked 
of Whitefield. He said he was at the same college 
with him, and knew him before he began to be better 
than othtr people (smiling ;) that he believed he sinv 
cerely meant well, but had a mixture of politicks and 
ostentation: whereas Wesley thoi^bt of religion 
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only*. — Robertson said, Whitefield had strong na^ 
tural eloquence, which, if caltivated, would have 
done great things.— Johnson. **Why, sir, I take 
it, he was at the heighX of what his abilities could 
do, and was sensible of it. He had the ordinary 
advantages of education ; but he chose to pursue 
that oratory which is for the mob." — Boswell. ^^ He 
had great effect on the passions." — ^Johnson. " Why, 
sir, I don*t think so. He could not represent a 
succession of pathetic images. He vociferated, 
and made an impression* There, again, was a mind 
like a hammer." Dr. Johnson now said, a certain 
eminent political friend of our*s was wcong, in his 
tnaxini of sticking to a certain set of men on all ec« 
casions. ^^ I can see that a man may do right to 
stick to a party (said he ;) that is to say, he is a 
tFfiigt or he is a Tori/y and he thinks one of those 
parties upon the whole the best^ and that to make 
it prevail, it must be generally supported, though, 
in particulars it may be wrong. He takes its faggot 
of principles, in which there are fewer rotten sticks 
than in the other, though some rotten sticks 
to be sure ; and they cannot weH be separated. But, 
to bind one's self to one man, or one set of men, 
(who may be right to-day and wrong to-morrow,) 

* That canpot be said now, after t)ie flagrant part which Mr- 
John Wesley took against our American brethren^ when, in bis own 
name, he threw among his enthusiastick flock, the very individual 
combustibles of Dr. Joknson*s '* Taxation no Tyranny ;** and after the 
intolerant spirit which be manifestied against oar fellow- christiaos of 
the Roman Catholick Communion, for which that able champion. 
Father O^Leary^ has given him so hearty a drubbing. But I should 
think myself very unworthy, if I did not at the same, time .acknowledge 
Mr. John Wesley's merit, as a veteran " Soldier of Jesus Christ," 
whp has, I do believe, turned many from darkness into light, and (TQ^^ 
fbe ppw«F of jSatan tp the living GpQ." 
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without any' general preference of system^ I must 
disapprove."* 

He • told us of Cooke, who translated Hesiod, 
and lived twenty years on a translation of Plautus, 
for which he was always taking subscriptions ; and 
that he presented Foote to a Club, in the following 
singular manner : *' This is the nephew of the gen- 
tleman who was lately, hung in chains for murdering 
his brother/' ' 



* If due attention were paid to this observation, there would b^ 
more virtue, even in politicks. What Dr. Johnson justly condemned, 
has, I am sorry to say, greatly increased in the present reign. At the 
distance of four years from this conversation, 21st February 1777, 
My I/>rd Archbishop of York, in his ** sermon before the Society 
" for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign- Parts," thus iudignanUj 
describes the then state of parties : 

** Parlies once had a principle belonging to them, absurd perhaps, 
" 6nd indefensible, but still carrying a noiion oiduty, by which honest 
*f niinds might easily be caught* 

•* But there are now comhinations of individuals, who, instead of 
being the sons and servants of the community, make a league for 
advancing their private interests. It is their business to hold high 
*' the notion of political honour. I believe and ttuat, it is not iojuri- 
** ous to say, that such_a bond is no better than that by which the 
'* lowest and wickedest combinations are held together ; and that it 
'* denotes the last stage of political depravity.*' 

To find a thought, which just shewed itself to us from the mind of 
Johnson, thus appearing again at such a distance of time, and without 
any communication lietween them, enlarged to full growth in the 
mmd of Markham, is a curious object of philosophical contemplation. 
— Th^t two 9uch great and luminous minds should have been so dark 
in one comer,— that thetf should have held it to be " Wicked rebellioa 
in the British subjects established in America^ to resist the abject coi^ 
dition of holding all their property at the mency of British subjects re« 
maining at home, while their allegiance to oor common Lord the King 
was to be preserved inviolate, — is a striking proof to me, either that 
" He who sitteth in Heaven/' scorns the loftiness of human pride,-^ 
or that the qvil . spirit, whose personal existence I strongly btlicve, 
^knd even hi this age am confirmed m that belief by a .Pcllg nay, by ^ 
iflurd, ha$ moie power than some choose (o i^low. 
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In the evening I introduced to Mr, Johnson'^ two 
good friends of mine, Mr. William Nairne, Advo«- 
cate, and Mr. Hamilton of Sundrum^ my neigh- 
bour in the country, both of whom supped with us. 
I have preserved nothing of what passed, except 
that Dr. Johnson displayed another of his heterodox 
opinions^ — a contempt of tragick acting* He said^ 
'^ the action of all players in tragedy is bad. It 
should be a man's study to repress those signs of 
emotion and passion, as they are called.** He was 
of a directly contrary opinion to that of Fielding, in 
his Tom Jones ; who makes Partridge say, of Gar- 
rick, " why, I could act as well as he myself. I 
^^ am sure, if I had seen a ghost, I should have 
** looked in the very same manner, and done just 
"as he did.'* For, when I asked him, "Would 
not you, sir, start as Mr. Garrick does, if you saw 
a ghost ? He answered, *^ I hope not;^ If I did, 
I should frighten the ghost," 

MONDAY, AUGUST l6. 

Dr. William Robertson came to breakfast. We 
talked of Ogden on Prayer. Dr. John^n said, 
** The same arguments which are used against 
Goo*s hearing prayer, will serve against his reward- 
ing good, and punishing evil. He has resolved, he 
has declared, in the former case as in the latter.** 
He had last n^ht looked into Lord Hailes^'s 

* It may be observecf, that I sometimes call my great friend^ 
Mr, Johnson^ sometimes Dr. Johnson ; though he had at this time 
a doctor's degree from Trinity College^ Dublm. The University of 
Oxford afterwards conferred it upon him by a diploma^ in verj 
)ionourable terms. It was some time before I could bring myself to 
i:all him Doctor; but, as he his been long ktlowii ty thdt title;, t 
iMI\ give it to him in the rest of this Journal. 
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'^ Remarks on the History of Scotland.'* — ^Dr. Ro* 
bertson and I said, it was a pity £x>rd Hailes did 
not write greater things* His lordship had not 
then published his '' Annals of Scotland.*"— Johkson* 
^^ I remember I was once on a Visit at the 
house of a lady for whom I had a high respect. 
There was a good deal of company in the room. 
When they were gone, I baid to this lady, ' What 
foolish talking have we had !* — ^ Yes, (said she,) 
but while they talked, you said nothing.'— p*I was 
struck with the reproof. How much better is the 
man who does any thing that is innocent, than he 
who does nothing. Besides, I love anecdotes. I 
fancy mankind may come, in time, to write all 
aphoristically, except in narrative; grow weary of 
preparation, and connection, and iIlustration,N and 
all those arts by which a big book is made. — If a 
man is to wait till he weaves anecdotes into a sys-- 
tern, we may be long in getting them, and get 
but few, in comparison of what we might get.*' 

Dr. Robertson said, the notions of Eupham 
Macallan, a fanatick woman, of whom Lord Hailes 
gives a sketch, were still prevalent among some of 
the Presbyterians; and therefore it was right in 
Lord Hailes, a man of known piety, to undeceive 
them. 

We walked out, that Dr. Johnson might see some 
of the things which we have to shew at Edinburgh. 
We wpnt to the Parliament-House, where the Par-r 
liament of Scotland sat, and where the Ordmart/ 
Lords of Session hold their courts ; and to the New 
Session- House adjoining to it, where our Court of 
Fifteen (the fouHeen Ordinaries, with the Lord 
President at their head,) sit as a court of Review* 
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We went to the -^rfvoca/e/ Library j of which Dr, 
Johnson took a cursory view, and then to what is 
balled the Laigh (or under) Parliament-House, 
where the records of Scotland, which has a univer- 
sal security hf register, are deposited^ till the great 
Register Office be finished/ I was pleased ta behold 
Dr. Samuel Johnson rolling about in this old maga- 
zine of antiquities. There was, by this time, a 
pretty numerous circle of us attending upon him. 
Somebody talked of happy moments for composi- 
tion ; and how a man can write at one time, and 
not at another. — ^* Nay, (said Dr. Johnson) a man 
raay write at any time, if he will set himself dog-- 
gedly* to it."- 

I here began to indulge old Scottish sentiments, 
and to express a warm regret, that, by our Union 
with England^ we were no more ; — our independent 
kingdom was lost. — Johnson. " Sir, never talk of 
your independency, who could let your Queen re- 
main twenty years in captivity, and then be put to 
death, without even a pretence of justice, without 
your ever attempting to rescue her; and such a 
Queen too; as every man of any gallantry of spirit 
would have sacrificed his life for." — ^Worthy Mr. 
James Kerr, Ke^pper of the Records. " Half our 
nation was bribed by English money." — Johnson. 
" Sir, that is no defence : that makes you worse." 
— Good Mr. Brown, Keeper of the Advocates' Li- 
brary. " We had better say nothing about it." 
fioswELL. *' You would have been glad, however, 

• This word is commonly used to signify suUenlif, gloomily -^ axui 
in that sense alone it appears, in Dr. Johnson's Dictionary. I sup- 
pose he meant by it, *• with an ohstlnate resolution, similar to that of 
a wUen mill/' 
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to have had us last war, sir, to fight your battles !*' 
— Johnson. ** We should have had you for the same 
price, though there had been no Union, as we might 
have had Swiss, or other troops. No, no, I shall 
agree to a separation. You- have only to go homey 
— Just as he had said this, I, to divert the subject, 
shewed him the signed assurances of the three suc- 
cessive Kings of the Hanover family, to maintam 
the Presbyterian establishment in Scotland. — ** Well 
give you that (said he) into the bargain." 

We next went to the great church of St. Giles, 
which has lost its original magnificence in the inside^ 
by being -divided into four places of Presbyterian 
worship. " Cdmfe, (said Dr^ Johnson jocularly to 
Principal Robertson*^^ let me see what was once a 
church !" We entered that division which was 
formerly called the New Church, and of late the 
High Churchy so v^ell known by the eloquence of 
Dr. Hugh Blair. It is now very elegantly fitted up ; 
but it was then shamefully dirty. Dr. Johnson said 
nothing at the time ; but when we came to the great 
door of the Royal Infirmary, where, upon a boatxl 
was this inscription, " Clean your Jeet !*' he turn^ 
about slyly and said, " There is no occasion for put** 
ting this at the doors of your churches !*' 

We then conducted him down the Post-house 
stairs. Parliament-close, and made him look up 
from the Cow-gate to. the highest building in Edin- 
burgh, (from which he had just descended,) being 
thirteen floors or stories from the ground upon the 

•I have hitherto "called' hiTii Dr. William Robertson, to distin- 
guish him from Dr. James Robertson,' who is soon to maJce his.ap« 
pearance. But Principal from his being the head of our college^.i* 
his usual designation, and is shorter^ so I shall use it hereafter. 
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badk elevation ; the front wall being built upon the 
edge of the hill, and the back wall rising from the 
bottom of the hill aeveral stories before it comes 
to a level with the front wall. We proceeded to 
the College, with the Principal at our head. Dr* 
Adam Ferguson, whose ** Essay on the History of 
civil Society" gives him a respectable place in the 
ranks of literature, was with us« As the College 
buildings are indeed very mean, the Principal said 
to Dr. Johnson, that he must give them the same 
epithet that a Jesuit did when shewing a poor col- 
lege abroad : " Hte miseriie nostnp*^ Dr. Johnson 
was, however, much pleased with the library, and 
with the conversation of Dr. James Robertson, 
Professor of Oriental Languages, the Librarian. 
We talked of Kennicot's edition of the Hebrew 
Bible, and hoped it would be quite faithful. — 
JoHNSQIf. Sir,*^ I know not any crime so great that a 
man could contrive to commit^ as poisoning the 
sources of eternal truth.** 

I pointed out to him where there formerly stood 
an old wall enclosing part of the college, which i 
remember bulged out in a threatening manner^ 
and of which th^re was a common tradition similar 
to that copcermng BacorCs study at Oxford^ that it 
would fall upon some very learned man. It had 
some time before this bee\i taken down, that the 
street might be widened, and a more convenient 
wall built. Dr. Johnson, glad of an opportunity 
tp have a pleasant hit at Scottish learnings said^ 
** they were afraid it never would fall." 

We shewed him the Royal InlSrmary, for which, 
and for every other exertion of generous pHblick 
spirit in his power, that noble-minded citizen of 

3 
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Sdinburgh) George Drunmiond, willbe ever held 
m honourable remembrance. And we were too 
proud not to carry him to the Abbey of Hol)rrood- 
boose^ that beautiful piece of architecture^ but^ 
alas ! that deserted mansion of royalty, which 
Hamilton of Bangour, in one of his elegant 
poems^ calls 
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A virtuous pal9ce> wherit no monarch dwells.'* 



I was much entertaii^ed while Principal Robertson 
fluently haraqgued to Dr. Johnson, upon the spot, 
qoncerning the scenes of his celebrated History of 
Scotland. We surveyed that part of the palace ap- 
propriated to the Duke of Hamilton, as Keeper, in 
which our beautiful Queen Mary lived, and in 
wluch David Rizzio was murdered ; and also the 
State Rooms. Dr. Johnson was a great reciter of 
all sorts of things serious or comical. I over-heard 
him repeating here in a kind of muttering tone, a 
line of the old ballad^ Johnny Armstrong's Last 
Good Night:. 

m 

*' And ran him through the fair body* !'* 

We returned to my house, where there met him, 
at dinner^ the Duchess of Douglas, Sir Adolphus 
Oughton, Lord Chief Baron, Sir William Forbes, 
Principal Robertson, Mr. CuUen, Advocate. Before 

* The stanza from which he took this line is, 

" But then lose up all Edinburgh^ 

'* Thej rose up hy thousands three ; 
^' A cowardly Scot came John behind, 

" Aq4 lan^ him through the fair body !*' 
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dinner he told us of a curious conversation betweerl 
the famous George Faulkner and him. George 
said that England had drained Ireland of fifty 
thousand pounds in specie, annually^ for fifty years. 
*' How so, sir 1 (said Dr« Johnson^) you must have 
a very great trade ?" * No trade/ — ** Very rich 
mines?'* * No mines.' — From whence, then, 
does all this money come ?" * Come ! why out of 
the blood and bowels of the poor people of Ire- 
land P 

He seemed to me to have an unaccountable pre- 
judice against Swift ; for I once took, the liberty to 
ask him, if Swift had personally offended him, and 
. he told me he had not. He said to-day, "' Swift' 
is clear, but he is shallow. In coarse humour, he 
is inferior to Arbuthnot ; in delicate humour, he is 
inferior to Addison : So he is inferior to his con- 
. temporaries; without putting him against the whole 
world. I doubt if the '' Tale of a Tub'* was his :* 
it has so much more thinking, more knowledge, 
more power, more colour, than any of the works 
which are indisputably his. If it was his^ I shall 
only say, he was impar sibiJ"* 

We gave him as good a dinner as we could. 
Our Scotch muir-fowl, or growse, were then abun- 
dant, and quite in season ; and so far as wisdom and 
wit can be aided by administering agreeable sen- 
sations to the palate, my wife took care that our 
great guest should not be deficient. 

Sir Adolphus Oughton, then our Deputy G)m* 
mander in Chief, who was not only an excellent 
officer, but one of the most universal scholars I ever 

* [Set the Life of Dr. Johnson^- vol. il. p. 39S, &\h Edition.] 
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knew> had learned the Erse language^ and expressed 
his .belief in the authenticity of Ossian's Poetry. Dr. 
Johnson took the opposite side of that perplexed 
question ; and I was afraid the dispute would have 
run high between thenii But Sir Adolphus^ who 
had a very sweet temper^ changed the discourse, 
^ew playful, laughed at Lord Monboddo's notion 
of men having tails^ and called him* a Judge, d 
posteriori, which amused Dr. Johnson ; and thus 
hostilities were prevented. 

At su}^er we had Dr. Cullen, his son the advd«> 
cate> Dr. Adam Fergussoti, and Mr. Crdsbie, advo^ 
cate. Witchcraft was introduced. Mr. Crosbie 
faid, he thought it the greatest blasphemy to sup- 
pose evil spirits counteracting the Deity, and raising 
storms, for instance, to . destroy his creatures.-^ 
Johnson. *f Why, sir, if moral evil be consistent 
with the government of the Deity, why may- not 
physical evil be also consistent with it ? It is not 
more strange that there should be evil spirits^ than 
evil men : evil unembodied spirits, than evil embo- 
died spirits^ And as to storms^ we koow there 
are such things; and it is no v^orse that evil spirits 
raise them, than that they rise."— tCjiosbik. *' But 
it is not credible, that witches should have effected 
what they are said in stories to have done."-^JoHN- 
soN. *' Sir, I am not defending their credibility, t 
am only saying, that your arguments are not gond^ 
and will not overturn the belief of ■ witchcrafti— * 
(Dr. J*ergusson said to me, aside, * He is fight.')^-i 
And then, sir, you have all mankind, rude and 
civilized, agreeing in the belief of the agency of 
t)reternatural powers^ You must take evidence: 
you mujgt consider/ that wise and> great men have 

. D 
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condemned witches to die" — Crosbib. " B^t an act 
of parliament put an end to witchcraft."— 
JoiiNSON. ** No, sir ; witchcraft had ceased ; and 
therefore an act of parliament was passed to prevent 
persecution for what was not witchcraft. Why it 
ceased, we cannot tell, as we cannot tell th^ reason 
of many other things." — Dr. Cullen, to keep up 
the gratification of mysterious disquisition, with the 
grave address for which he is remarkable in his com- 
panionable as in his professional hours, talked, in 
a very entertaining manner, of people walking 
and conversing in their sleep. I am very sorry I 
have no note of this. We talked of the Ouran^ 
Outangy and of Lord Monboddo's thinging that he 
might be taught to speak. Dr. Johnson treated 
this with ridicule. Mr. Crosbie said, that Lord 
Monboddo believed the existence of 6very thing 
possible ; in short, that all which is in j&o^^e might be 
found in esse. — Johnson. " But, sir, it is as possible; 
that the Ouran^Outang does not speak, as that he 
speaks. However, I shall not contest the point. 
I should have thought it not possible to find a 
Monboddo ; yet he exists." — I again mentioned the 
stage. — ^Johnson. " The appearance of a player, 
with whom I have drunk tea, counteracts the ima- 
gination that he is the character he represents. Nay, 
you know, nobody imagines that he is the character 
he represents. They say, *See Gar rick I how he 
looks to-night ! See how he'll clutch the dagger !* 
That is tlie buz of the theatre.*' 

TUESDAY, AUGUST. 17. 

Sir William Forbes came to breakfast, and 
brought with him Dr. Blacklock, whom he intro- 
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3aced to Dr. Johnson, who received him with a 
most humane complacency ; " Dear Dr. Blacklock, 
I am glad to see you !" — Blacklock seemed to be 
much surprized, when Dr. Johnson said, *^ it was 
easier to him to write poetry than to compose his 
Dictionary. His mind was less on the stretch in 
doing the one than the other. - Besides ; composing 
a Dictionary requires books and a desk : you can ; 
make a poem walking in the fields, or laying in 
bed.— Dr. Blacklock spoke of scepticism in morals 
and religion, with apparent uneasiness, as if he 
wished for more certainty *. Dr. Johnson, who had 
thought it all over, and whose vigorous understand, 
ing was fortified by muth experience, thus en- 
couraged the blind Bard to apply to higher specu- 
lations what we all willingly submit to in common 
life : in short, he gave him more familiarly the able 
and fair reasoning of Butler's Analogy : *^ Why, sir, 
the greatest concern we have * in this world, the 
choice of our profession, must be determined with- 
out demonstrative reasoning. Human life is not 
yet so Well known, as that we can have it. And 
take the case of a man who is ill. I call two phy- 
sicians : they differ in opinion. I am not to lie 
down, and die between ihem : I must do some- 
thing."-— The conversation then turned on Atheism ; 
on that horrible book, Systeme de la Nature \ arid ^ 
on the supposition of an eternal necessity, without 
design, without a governing mind. — Johnson. *'If 
it were so, why has it ceased ? Why don't we see 
men thus produced around us now ? Why, at least, 
does it not keep pace, in some measure, with the 

* Sm his letter on this lubject in the Apfbnoix. 
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,progr9ssi o( time ? If, it stops because there is ntmr 
no need of it, then it. is plain there is, and ever has 
been, an all powerful intelligence. But stay ! ,(said 
he, with one of his satyrick laughs.) Ha I ha ! . ha> 
I shall suppose Sootchxnen made necessarily, and 
Englishmen by choice.'* 

. At dinner this day, we had Sir Alexander Dick, 
whose amiable character, and ingenious and cultivated 
mind, are. so generally known ; (he was then on 
the verge ojf seventy, ^nd is now (1785) eighty-one, 
with his faculties entire, his heart, warm, and his 
temper gay ;) Sir David Dalrymple, Lord Hailes ; 
Mr. Maclaurin, advocate ; Dr. Gregory, who now 
worthily fills his father's medical chair ; an3 my 
uncle. Dr. Boswell. This was one of Dr. Jdin- 
son's best days. He was quite in his element. AU 
was literature and tase, without any interruption. 
Lord Hailes, who is one of the best philologists in 
Great- Britain, who has written papers in the fVorld^ 
and a variety of other works in prose and in verse, 
both Latin and English, pleased him highly* He 
told him, he had discovered the life of Chet/riel, in 
the Sttulenty to be his. — ^Johnson. '^ No one else 
knows it." — br- Johnson had, before this,, dictat- 
ed to me a law-paper, upon a question purely in 
the law of Scotland, concerning viciotts intromission^, 
that is to say, intermeddling with the effects of a 
deceased person, without a regular title ;' which 
formerly was understood to subject the intermeddler 
to payment of all the defunct's debts. The princi^ 
pie has of late been relaxed. Dr. Johnson's argu- 
ment was, for a renewal of its strictness. The paper 
was printed, with additions by me, and given into 

* [See the life of Dr. Johnson, voL ii. p. tgg. dth edit.} 
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the Court of Session. Lord Hailes kriewT>. John* 
son's part not to be mine, and pointed out exactly 
where it began, and where it ended. Dr. Johnsoti 

• said, " It is much, now, that his lordship can dis- 
tinguish so." 

In Dr. Johnson's Vanity of Human Wishes, ther0 

* is the following passage : 

" The teeming mother, anxious for her race, 

*' Begs, for each birth, the fortunes of a facet 

" Yet Vane could tell, what ,ills from beauty spring, 

'* And Sediey cursed the charms which pleas*d a king." ; 

Lord Hailes told him, he was mastaken in the 
y instances he had given of unfortunate fair ones ; for 
neither Vane nor Sedley had a title to that descrip* 
tion. His Lordship has since been so obliging ai 
to send me a note of this, for the communication of 
whioh I am sure my readers will thank me. 

" The lines in the tenth Satire of Juvenal, ac^ 
*' cording to my alteration, should have run thus t 



" Yet Shore* could tell- 
** And Valiere + curs*d- 



9f 






^^ The first was a penitent by compulsion, tho 
" second by sentiment ; though the truth is. Made* 
*^ moiselle de la Valiere threw herself (but still fronj 
sentiment) in the King's way. 

*^ Our friend chose Vane^ \ who was far from being 
well-looked; and Sedhi/, vfho was so ugly, that 
Charles II. said, his brqther had her by w^y of 
*^ penance." 

Mr. Maclaurjn's learning and talents enabled him 
to do his part very well in Dr. Johnson's company. 
Jle produced two epitaphs upon his father, the cct 

• MistrcM of Edward IV. t Miitrcss of Loais XIV. 
I ^See the Life of Johnson^ vol. i. p. 178» dth e((it.]. 
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Icbrdted mathematician. One Was in English^ of 
y^hich Dr. Johnson did not change one word. In 
the other, which was in Latin, he made several 
alterations. In place of thcj very words of Ftrgil, 
*^ Ubi luctus et pavor et plurima mortis imago,* he 
wrote " Ubi luctus regnant et pavor.'' He intro- 
duced the word prorsus into the line ^* Mortalibus 
prorsus non absit solatium^' and after " Hujus enim 
scripta evolve^ he added, ** Mentemque tantarum 
-t^erum capacem corpori caduco superstitem crede;' 
which is quite applicable to Dr. Johnson himself.* 

Mr. Murray, advocate, who married a niece of 
XiOrd Mansfield's, and is now one of the Judges of 
Scotland, by the title of Lord Henderland^ sat with 
us a part of the evening ; but did not venture to 
Bay any thing, that I remember, though he is cer- 
tainly possessed of talents which would have enabled 
him to have shewn himself to advantage, if too great 
anxiety had not prevented him. 

At supper we had Dr. Alexander Webster, who, 
though not learned, had such a knowledge of man- 
kind, such a fund of information and entertainment, 
so clear a head and such accommodating manners, 

* Mr. Maelaurin*s epitaph, ^s engraved on a marble tomKstone^ 
in the Gray-Friars church-yard, Edinburgh : 

Infra situs est 
COLIN MACLAURIN, 
Matbes, oil in in Acad, £)diD. Prof. 
Electus ipso Newtono suadente. 

H. L. P. F. 

Non ut nomini paterno consulate 

Nam tali auxilio nil eget ; 

Sed utin hoe infelici eampo, 

Ubi luctus regnant et pavor^ 

Mortalibus prorsus non absit solatium 7 

Hujus emm scripts evolve^ 
Mentemqae tantarum rerum eapacem 
^ Corpori caduco supersUtem crcdi;. 
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that Dr. Johnson found him a very agreeable com- 
paaion. 

When Dr. Johnson and I were left by ourselves, 
I read to him my notes of the Opinions of our 
Judges upon the questions of Literary Property* 
He did « not like them ; and said, '^ they make me 
think of your Judges n6t with that respect which I 
siiould wish to do." To the argument of one of 
them, that there can be no property in blasphemy 
or nonsense, he answered, " then your rotten sheep 
are mine ! — By that rule, when a man's house falls 
into decay^ he mast lose it.** — I mentioned an 
arguQient of mine, that literary performances are 
itot taxed. As Churchill says, 

^* No statesman yet has thought it worth his paint 
** To tax our labours^ or excise our brains ;*' 

and therefore they are not property.—*^* Yet, (said 
he,) we hang a man for stealing a horse, and horses^ 
are not taxed." — ^Mr, Pitt has since put an end to 
that argument. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18. 

On this day we set out from Edinburgh. We 
should gladly have had Mr. Scott to go with us ; 
but he was obliged to return to England.-^I have 
given a sketch of Dr. Johnson ; my readers may 
wish to know a little of his fellow traveller. Think 
then, of a gentlemen of ancient blood, the pride 
of which was his pre<lominant passion. He was 
then in his thirty-third year, and had been about 
four years happily married. His inclination was 
to be a soldier ; but his father, a respectable Judge, 
had pressed him into the profession of the law. 
1 
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He had travelled a good deal, and seen many va 
rieties of human life. He had thought more than, 
any body supposed, and had a pretty good stock 
of general learning and knowledge. He had all 
Dr. JohAson*s principles, with some degree of re- 
laxation. He had rather too little, than too much 
prudence ; and, his imagin'ation being lively, he 
often said things of which the effect was very dif- 
ferent from the intention. He resembled sometimes 

f * The best gopd man> with the worst natufd muse.*' 

He cannot deny himself the vanity of finishing with 
the encomium of Dr. Johnson, whose friendly par- 
tiality to the companion of his Tour represents him • 
as one, " whosp ^ccutenpss >vould help my enquiry, 
and whose gaiety of conversation, and civility [of 
manners, are sufficient to counteract the inconve- 
niences of travel, in countries less hospitable than 
we have passed." 

Dr. Johnson thought it unnecessary to put him- 
self to the additional expence of bringing with him • 
Francis Berber, his faithful black servant ; so we 
were attended only by my man, Joseph Ritter, 
a Bphemian; a fine stately fellow above six feet 
high, who had been over a great part of Europe, 
and spoke many languages. He was thp feest ser- 
vant I ever saw. Let not my readers disdain his inr 
trodttction ! For Dr. Johnson gave him this charac- 
jter : " Sir, he is a cjvil man, and a wise man." 

From an erroneous apprehension of violence. Dr. . 

Johnson had provided a pair of pistols, some guur 
powder, and a quantity of bullets : but upon being 
assured we should run no risk of meeting any rob- 
bers, be left his arms and ammunition in an open 



/ 
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drawer, of which he gave my wife the charge. He 
also, left in that drawer one volume of a pretty full 
and curious Diary of his Life, of which I have a 
few fragments; but the book has been destroyed. 
I wish female curiosity bad been strong enough to 
have had it all transcribed; whiqh might easily have 
been done ; and I should think the theft, being j&ro 
bono publico y Q^ht have be^fi forgiven. But I 
may be wrong. My wife told me she never once 
looked iDlo It. — She did not seem quite easy when 
we left her : but away we went ! 

Mr. Nairne; advocate, was to go with us as faif 
as St. Andrews. It gives me pleasure that, by 
mentioning his namej I connect his title to the jusi 
and liandsome compliment paid him by Dr. Johnson, 
in his book : '^ A gentleman who could stay with us 
only long enough to make us know how much we 
lost by his leaving us." When we came to Leith, 
I talked with perhaps ioo boasting an air, how pret- 
ty the Frith of Froth looked ; as indeed, after the 
prospect from Constantinople, of which I have been 
told, and that from Naples, which I have seen, I 
believe the view of that Frith and its environs, from 
the Castle-hill of Edinburgh, is the finest prospect 
in Europe. ^^ Ay, (said Dr. Johnson,) that is the 
iltate of the world. Water is the same every where. 

Una est injusti caerula forma maris*." 

I told him the port here was the mouth of the 
river or w^ter of Leith, *^ Not LtCthe^* said Mr, 

* Non illic urbes, nqn tu mirabere silvas : 
Una est ii\justi csruU forma maris. 

Ovid, Amor, L. II. El. »i, 
Nor groves nor towns the ruthless ocean shoves i 
ynvaried still its azure sorface flows. 
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Nairne.— *^Why, sir, (said Dr. Johnson,) when a 
Scotchman sets out from this port for England, he 
forgets his native cpuntry."— Naieke. *^ I hope^ 
sir, you will forget England here.*' — Johnson. 
^' Then 'twill still be more Lethe'' — He observed 
of the Pier or Quay, '^ you have no occasion for so 
large.a one : your trade does not require it : but 
you are like a shopkeeper who takes a shop, not 
only for what he has to put in it, but that it may be 
beli'eved he has a great deal to put into "it." It is 
very true, that there is now, comparatively, little 
trade upon the eastern coast of Scotland. The 
riches of Glasgow shew how much there is in the 
west ; and. perhaps we shall find trade travel west- 
ward on a great scale^ as well as a small. 

We talked of a man's drowning himself.-»-JoHN« 
SON. ^^ I shall never think it time to make away 
with myself." — I put the casfe of Eustace Budget V 
who was accused of forging a will, and sunk him- 
self in the Thames, before the trial of its authenti-* 
city dame on. '^ Suppose, sir, (said I,) that a man 
]^ absolutely sure, that, if he lives a few days longer, 
he shall be detected in a fraud, the consequence of 
which will be utter disgrace and expulsion from 
society."— Johnson. *^ Then, sir^ let him go abroad 
to a distant country ; let him go to some place 
where he is not known. Don't let him go to the 
devil where he w known !" 

He then said, '^ I see a number of people bare- 
footed here : I suppose you all went so before the 
Union. Boswell, your ancestors went so, \vhen they 
had as much land as your family has now. Yet 
jivchinleck is the Field of Stones : there would be 
bad going bare-footed there. T\\^ Lairds, how^ 
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€ver, did it/' — ^I bought some speldings, fish (gene- 
rally whitings) salted and dried in a particular man- 
ner, being dipped in the sea and dried in the sun, 
and eaten by the Scots by way of a relish. He had 
never seen them, though they are sold in London. 
I insisted on scottifying * his palate; but he was 
very reluctant. With difficulty I prevailed with 
him to let a bit of one of them lie in his mouth. 
He did not like it. 

In crossing the Frith, Dr. Johnson determined 
that we should land upon Inch Keith. On ap- 
proaching it, we first observed a high rocky shore. 
We coasted about, and put into a littie bay on the 
North-west. We clambered up a very steep ascent^ 
on which was very good grass, but rather a profu- 
sion of thistles. There were sixteen head of 
black cattle grazing upon the island. Lord Hailes 
observed to me, that Brantome calls it L*isle des 
ChevauXy and that it was probably " a safer stable** 
than many others in his time. The fort, with an 
inscription on it, Maria Re 1564, is strongly built. 
Dr. Johnson examined it with much attention. He 
stalked like a giant among the luxuriant thistles and 
nettles. There are three wells in the island; but 
we could not find one in the fort. There must pro- 
bably have been one, though now filled up, as a 
garrison could not subsist without it. But I have 
dwelt too long on this little spot. Dr. Johnson 
afterwards bade me try to write a description of our 
discovering Inch Keith, in the usual st}^le of travel- 



* My friend. General Campbel], Governour of Madras, tells me« 
that they make tpeldings in the East-Indies^ particulariy at Bombay, 
where they call them Ban^aloe$^ 
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lers, describing fuHy every particular; aftSEtJng the 
grounds on which we candkrded that it must have 
once been inhabited, and introducing many sage re- 
flections ; and we should see how a thing might be 
covered in words, so as to induce people to come and 
purvey it. All that was told might be true, and yet 
in reality there might be nothing to see. He said^ 
" I'd have this island. Fd build a house, make a 
good landing-place, have a garden, and vines, and 
^11 sorts of trees. A rich man, of a hospitable turn, 
here, would have many visitors from JEdinburgh.** 
When we had got into our boat again, he called to 
me, " Come, now, pay a classical compliment to 
the, island on quitting it.'* I happened luckily, ia 
allusion to the beautiful Queen Mary, whose name 
is upon the fort, to think of what Virgil makes 
^neas say, on having left the country of his charaw 
ing Dido. 

InvUus, regiiia, tuo de littore cessi *, 

'* Very well hit off r said he. 

We dined at Kinghorn, and then got into a post^ 
chaise. Mr. Nairne and his servant, and Joseph^ 
rode by us. We stopped at Cupar, and drank tea. 
We talked of parliament ; and I said, I supposed 
very few of the members knew much of what was 
going on, as indeed very few gentlemen know 
much of their own private afEiirs. — Johnson, 
** Why, sir, if a man is not of a sluggish mind, 
he may be his own steward. If he will look into 
his affairs, he will soon learn. So it is as to pub* 

* *' Unhappy queen I 
^ f* ynwjlling I forsqpk your frien4ly «Ute." 

ptyden. 
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. lick ; afFdii'Si There must aliVays be a certain num- 
ber of men of business in parliament.'* — Bosvvbll. 
"But oon^der, 3ir; what jbS' the House of Com- 
mpBS ? Is not a great ^art of it qhoseniby the peers ? 
Do you think, sir, they ought to have such an in- 
fluence?*'— -Jqhnson,." Yes, sir. Influence most 
«ver be in proportion tp property ; and it is right it 
should." — BoswBiiL. "But is there ndt reason to 
fear that the comrmoa people may be oppressed?" 
-r-JoHNSoif. *'' No, sir. Our great fear i& from 
want of power in government. Such a storm of 

.vulgar force has broke in." — Boswelx.. " It has 
only rpared." — ^Johnson. " Sir, it has roared, till 
the Judges in .Westminster- Hall have been afraid to 

.. pronounce sentence in opposition to the popular cry. 
You are frightened by what is no longer dangerous, 
like Presbyterians by Popery." — ^He then repeated 
a passage, I think, in But]er's\£emam^, which ends, 
" and would cry. Fire ! Fire ! in Noah's flood*.": 



♦ The passage quoted by Dr. Johnson is in the Character of the 

• Assembly-man. Butler's Remains, p. 2S2, edit; 1754. — *' He 

preaches^ indeed, both in season and out of season ; for he rails at 

Popery, when the land is almost lost in Presbytery -, and would cry 

Fire! Fire! in Noah's flood.*' 

There is reason to believe thajl this piece was not written by Butler, 
but by Sir John Birkenhead ; for Wood, i» his Athenee Oxonienses, 
Vol. Jl. p. 640, enumerates it among that/ gehtleman's works, and 
'^ives the following account of ii : 

'^ The Assembly-man (or the character of an Assembly^man) writ- 
ten 1647, Lon, 1662-S, in three sheets in qu. The copy of it was 
taken from the author by those who said they could not rob, because 
all was theirs; so excised what they liked not ; and so mangled and 
reformed it, that it was no character of an Assembly, but of thecn- 
selves At length, after it had slept several years, the author pub- 
Jished it to avoid false copies. It is also reprinted in a book entit. 
Wit and Loyalty revived, in a collection of some smart satyrs in verse 
and prose on the late times. Lond, 1682, qu. said to be written by 
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We had a dreary drive, in a dusky night, to St. 
Andrews, where we arrived late* We found a g'odd 
supper at Glass's inn, and Dr. Johnson revived 
agreeably. He said, **4he collection called * The 
Muses' Welcome to King James, (first of England, 
and sixth 6f Scotland,) on his return to his native 
kingdom, shewed that there was then abundance of 
learning in Scotland ;^ and that the conceits in that 
collection, with which people find fault, were mere 
mode." He added, *^ we could not now entertain 
a sovereign so ; that Buchanan had spread the spirit 
of leafrning amongst us, but we had lost it during the 
the civil wars." He did not allow the Latin Poetry 
of Pitcairne so much merit as has been usually 
attributed to it ; though he owned that one of his 
pieces, which he mentioned, 'but which I am sorry 
is not specified in my notes, was, " very well." It 
,18 not improbable that it was the poem ' which Prior 
has so elegantly translated. 

After supper, we made a procession to Saint Leo^ 
,nard*s College^ the landlord walking before us with 
a candle, and the waiter with a lantern. That 
college had some time before been dissolved ; and 
Dr. Watson, a professor here, (the historian of 
.Philip II.) had purchased the ground, and what 
buildings remained. When we entered this court, 
it seemed quite academical ; and we found in his 
house very comfortable and genteel accommoda- 
tion*. 

Abr. Cowley, Sir John Birkenhead, and Hudibras, alias Sani. 
Butler.*' — For this information I am indebted to Mr. Reed, of Staple^ 
Inn. 
* My Journal, from this day inclusive, lyas read by Dr. Johnson* 
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THURSiDAT, AUGUST IQ. 

« . .J 

We rose much refreshed. I had with me a map 
of Scotland^ a bible which was given me by Lord 
Mountstuart when we were together in Italy, and 
Ogden's Sermons on Prayer, Mr. Nairne introduced 
us to Dr. Watson, whom we foand a well-itifonned 
man, of very amiable manners. Dr. Johnson^ 
after they were acquainted, said. ^^ I take great 
delight in him."-—- His daughter, a very pleasing 
young lady, made breakfast. Dr. Watson observed, 
that Glasgow University had fewer home-students, 
since trade increased, as learning was rather in- 
compatible with it.— Johnson. '* Why, sir, as trade 
is now carried on by subordinate hands, men in trade 
have as much leisure as others ; and now learning 
itself is a trade. A man goes to a bookseller, and 
gets what he can. We have done with patronage. 
In the infancy of learning, we find some great man 
praised for it. This diffused it among others. 
When it becomes general, an author leaves the great, 
and Applies to the multitude. — Boswbll. *' It is a 
shame that authors are not now better patronized.** 
— JoHirsoN. " No, sir. If learning cannot sup- 
port a man, if he must sit with his hands across till 
somebody feeds him, it is as to him a bad thing, 
and it is better as it is. With patronage, what 
flattery ! what falsehood I While a man is in equili- 
brio, he throws truth among the multitude, and 
lets them take it as they please : in patronage, he 
must say what pleases his patron, and it is an equal 
chknce whether that be truth or falsehood." — Wat- 
soK. ^^ But is not the case now, that, instead of flat« 
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tering one person, we flatter the age ? — Jornsoit* 
" No, sir. The worid always lets a. man tell what 
he thinks, his own way. I wonder, however, that 
w, many- people have written^ who might haw let 
it-ftl(5ne. That people should. endeavour to excel in 
Conversation, I do not wonder; because in con- 
versation praise is instantly reverberated.'* 
. We talked of change of manners* Dr. Joha^ 
;on observed, that our drinking less than our an^ 
cpstors. was owing to the change from ale to wine* 
** I remember, (said he,) when all the decent peo-» 
pie. in Lichfield got drunk every tiight, and were 
not the worse thought of. Ale was cheap^ so you 
pressed strongly. When a mala must bring a bottle 
of wipe, he is not in such haste.. Smoking ha» 
gone out. To be sure, it is a shocking thing, 
blowing smoke out. of our mouths into other peo-* 
pie's mouths, eyes, and noses, and having the same 
thing done to us. Yet I cannot account, why a 
thing which. requires so little exertion, -and. yet pre- 
serves the mind from total vacuity, should have 
gone put. Every man has. something by which he 
calms himself: beating with his feet, or so*. I 
remember when people in England changed a shirt 
only once a week: a Pandour, when he gets a^ 
shirt, greases it to make it lasjt. Formerlyj good 
tradesmen had no fire but in the kitchen ; never in 
the parlour, except on Sunday. My father, who 
was a magistrate of Lichfield, lived thus. They 
never began to have a fire in the parloury but on 
leaving oflP business, or some great revolution of 
their life/'-^Dr. Watson said^ the hall was as a 



* Dr^ Johnson used to pracuse this himself very much. 
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kitchen^ in <>\d squires* houses .-^oHirsoiri ^' No, 
At. The hall Was for great occasions, and nevef 
tvas used for domestick refeetion.*'— ^We talked of 
the Union, and what noo^ey it had brought into- 
Scotland. Dr. Watsoii observed, that a little 
money formerly went as fat as a greUt deal now^-— > 
Johnson. *^ In speculation, it seems that a smaller 
quantity of money, equal- in value to a larger quan- 
tity, if equrfly divided, should produce the same 
ef^ct. But it is not! so' ii^ reality v Many mbrer 
donveniehces and eleg^mcies afe enjoyid where 
mon«y is pl^itiful, than where it is soaKe. Per- 
haps ii great familiarity ^\th ' it, Which arises from! 
plenty, makes us m6i^ easily part withMti" ' : > 
After what Dr. Johnson^' had said of Sti An^ 
drew^, which he had long - wished ttv sefe, asoui* 
oldest university, and the seat of our Primate in the 
days of episcopacy, I- cati say li!tle» Since the 
publication of Dr. Johnson's book, I find that he 
has been censured for not seeing here the ancient 
chapel of St. Rule, a curious piece of sacred archi- 
tecture. But this was neither his fault nor mine. 
We were both of us abundantly desirous of survey- 
ing such sort of antiquities : but neither of us knew 
6f this. I am afraid the censure must fall on those 
who did not tell us of it. In every place, where 
there is any thing worthy of observation, .there 
should be a short printed directory for strangers, such 
as we find^in all the toWns of Italy^ and in some of 
th6 towns . of England. I was told that there is a 
manuscript account of St. Andrews, by Martin, 
secretary to Archbishop Sharp ; and that one Doug- 
las has published a small account of it. I inquired 
at a bookseller's, but could not get it. Dr. John- 

E 
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9on's- veneration for the Hierarchy is iBi»ell known* 
There ia no wonder then, that he was a^ected with 
a strong indignation, while be beheld the ruins of 
religious magnificenoe. I happened to ask where 
John Knox was buried. Dr. Johnson burst out^ 
'^ I hope in the high-way. I have been looking 
at his reformations/' 

It was a very fine d^y. Dr.. Johnson seemed 
quite wrapt up in the contemplation of the scenes 
which were now presented to htm. He kcrpt his hat 
off while he was upon any part of the ground where 
the cathedra) had stood. He said well^ that ^' Knox 
had set. on a^oob, without knowing where it would, 
fend ; and that differing from a man in doctrine was 
no reason why you should pull his house about his 
ears/* As we walked in the cloisters, thei:e was a 
solemn echo, while he talked loudly of a proper 
retirement ftom the world, Mr. Naime said, he 
had an inclination to retire. I called Dr. Johnson's 
attention to this, that I might hear his opinion if it 
was right. — ^Johnson. " Ye$> when he has douQ 
bis duty to society. In- general, as every man i^^ 
obliged not only to "love Gon,, but his neighbour 
as himself," he must bear his part in active life ; yet 
there are exceptions. Those who are exceedingly 
scrupulous, (which I do. not approve, for I am no 
friend to scruples,) and find their scrupulosity in-: 
vincible, so that they are quite in the dark, and 
knpw not what they shall do, — or those who can* 
not resist temptations, and find they make themselves 
>vorse by being in the wgrld, without making it 
better, may retire, f never read of a hermit, but ' 
in imagination I kiss hi^ feet ; never of a monastery, 
but I could fall on my knees, and kiss tbo^ pavement* 
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>Sot I think putting young people there^ who know 
nothing of life^ nothing of retirement, is dange* 
rous and wicked* It is a saying as old as Hesiod. 

* 

Efy» ifwity |32<X«iri ^litta^^ it3)(jxife ytfirrw ^* 

That is a very noble line : not that yoang men 
should not.pray^ ol* old men not give counsel, but 
that ev^ry season of life has its proper duties. I 
have thought of retiring, and have talked of it 
to a friend; but I find my vocation is rather to 
active life/' I said, some young monks might be 
allowed, to shew that it is not age alone that can 
retire to pious solitude ; but he thought this would 
only shew that they could not resist temptation. 

He wanted to mount the steeples, but it could 
not be done. There are no good inscriptions here. 
Bad Roman characters he naturally mistook for half 
Gothick, half Roman. One of the steeples, which 
he was told was in danger, he wished not to be 
taken down ; ^' for, said he, it may fall on some of 
the posterity of John Knox ; and no great matter P* 
• — Dinner was mentioned.^—— Johnson. " Ay, ay ; 
amidst all these sorrowful sceneSj I have no objec* 
tioq to dinner.** 

We went and looked* at the castle, where Cardi- 
nal Beaton was murdered, and then visited Princi* 
pal Murison at his college, where is a good library* 
room; but the Principal was abundantly vain of it^ 
for he seriously said to Dr. Johnson, *^ you have 
not such a one in England." 

* Let youth in deeds^ in couniet mtn capge; 
Prayer it the proper duty of old age. • 
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The professors entertained us with a very good 
dinner. . Present : Murison, Shaw, Cook, Hill, 
Haddo, Watson, Flint, Brown. I observed, that 
I wondered to see him eat so well, after viewing so 
many sorrowftil scenes of ruined religious magni^ 
ficence. ^^ Why, said he, I atn not sorry, after 
seeing these gentlemen ; for thfcy are not sorry."— • 
Murison said^ all sorrow wa& bad, as it was mur- 
muring against the dispensations of Providence.— 
Johnson. " Sir, sorrow is inherent in humanity. 
As you cannot judge two and two to be either five> 
or three, but certainly four, so, when comparing a 
worse present state with a better which i« pait, you 
cannot but feel sorrow. It is not cu^edby reason, 
but by the incursion of present objects, which wear 
but the past. You need not^ murmur, though you 
are sorry." — Murison. " But St. Paul says, * I 
^ have learnt, in whatever state I am, therewith to 
* be content." — Johnson. " Sir, that relates to 
riches and poverty ; for we see St. Paul, when he 
had a thorn in the flesh, prayed earnestly to have it 
removed; and then he could not be content'*—- 
Murison, thus refuted, tried to be smart, and 
drank to Dr. Johnson, *^ Long may you lecture !" 
— Dr. Johnson afterwards, speaking of his not 
drinking wine, said, " The Doctor spoke of /^c/wr- 
ing (looking to him). I give all these fectures on 
:water. 

He defended requiring subscription in those ad- 
mitted to universities, thus : " As all who come 
into the country must obey the king, so all who 
come into an university must be of the church." 

And here I must do Dr. Johnson the justice to 
contradict a very absurd and ill-natured story, as to 
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what passed at St. Andrews. It has been circulated, 
that, after grace was satd in English, in the usual 
manner, he with t}ie greatest marks of contempt,* 
as if he ha^ held it to be no grace in an university, ' 
would not sit down till he had said grace aloud in 
Latin. This would have been an insult indeed to the 
gentlemen who were entertaining us. But the truth 
was precisely thiis. In the ' course of conversation 
at dinner. Dr. Johnson, in very good humour, 
said, .*^ I should have expected to have heard a 
Latin grace, among so many learned men : we had 
always a Latin grace at Oxford. I believe I can 
repeat it.** Which he did, as giving the learned 
men in one place a specimen of what was done by 
the learned mela in another place. 

We went and saw the ohureh, in which is Arch- 
bishop Sharp^s moniimignt. I was struck with the 
same kind of feelings with which the churches of 
Italy impressed me. I was much pleased, to see 
Dr. Johnson actually in St. Andrews, of which 
we had talked so long. Profe^or Haddo was with 
us this afternoon, along with Dr. Watson. We 
looked at St. Satyador's College, The ropms for 
students seemed very egmmodious, and Dr. Johnson 
said, the chapel was the neatest plac^ of worship he 
had seen, The key of the library qpuld not be 
found r for it seems Professor Hill, who was out 
of town, had taken it with him, Dr. Jobn- 
son told a joke he had heard of a monastery 
abroad, where the key of the library could never be 
found. 

It was somewhat dispiriting, to see this ancient 
archiepiscopal city now sadly deserted. We saw in 
Qne of its streets a remarkable proof of liberal tole-^ 
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ration ; a nonjuring clergyman, strutting about in 
his canonicals, with a jolly countenance and a 
round belly, like a well fed monk. 

We observed two occupations united in the same 
{)erson, who had hung out two sign-po^ts. Upon 
one was, ^* James Hood, White Iron Smith" (j. e. 
Tin-plate Worker) . Upon another, ** The Art of 
Fencing taught, by James Hood." — Upon this 
last wefe painted some trees, and two men fencing, 
one of whom had hit the other in the eye, to shew 
his great dexterity ; so that the art was well taught. 
—Johnson. " Were I studying here, I should go 
and take a lesson. I remember Bope, in his book 
on this art, says, " the Scotch are very good 
fencers.** ' 

We returned to the inn, where we had been en- 
tertained at dinner, and drank tea in company with 
some of the Professors, of whose civilities I beg 
leave to add my humble and very grateful acknow- 
ledgement to the honourable testimony of Dr. 
Johnson, in his " Journey." 

We talked of composition, which was a favourite 
topick of Dr. Watson's, who first distinguished 
himself by lectures on rhetorick.— Johnson. " I ad-^ 
vised Chambers, and would advise every young roan 
^ beginning to compose, to do it as fast as he can, to 
'^ get a habit of having his mind to start promptly ; it 
is so nnich more difficult to improve in speed than in 
ac^racy.*' — ^Watson. *' I own I am for much at* 
tention to accuracy in composing, lest one should 
get bad habits of doing it in a slovenly manner.'*-— 
Joqnson. ** Why, sir, you are confounding £{oi»^ 
inaccurately with the necessity of doing inaccurately. 
A man knows when his oomposition is inaccurate^ 




t: 
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and wfaeii he thinks fit he'lh correct it. But, if a 
man is acci»tomed to compose slowly, and witii 
difficulty, upon all occasions, there is danger that 
he may not compose at all, as we do not like to do 
that which is not done easily; and, at any rate, 
more time is consumed in a small matter than ought 
to be/'^-^WATsoN. >' Dr. Hugh Blair has taken a 
week to compose a sermon." — ^Johksok. ^^ Then, 
sir, that is for want of the habit of composing 
cjttickly, ivfaich I am insisting one should sicqmrb** 
r—WATSOK. ^ Blair was not composing all the 
week, but only such hours as he found himself dis« 
posed for composition.** — Johnsoit. ^* Nay, sir,' 
unless you telL me the time he took, you< tell me 
nothing. If I say I took a week to walk a mile, 
and have had the gout fi^e days, and been ill other- 
wise another day, [ have taken but one day. I my- 
self have composed about forty sermons. I have 
bc^un a sermon after dinner, and sent it off* by the 
post that night. I wrote forty-eight of the printed 
octavo pages of the Life of Savage at a sitting ; but 
then I sat up all night. I have also written six 
i^eetsin a day of translation from the French /'r— 
BoswBiLZi. " We have all observed how one man 
dresses himself slowly, and another fast. '*-—JoHNSosr/ 
^^ Yes, sir ; it is wonderful hoy^ much time some 
people will consume in dressing ; taking up a thing 
and looking at it, and laying it down, and taking 
it up again. Every one should giet the habit of do- 
ing it. quickly. I would say to a young divine, 
* Here is your text ; let me see how soon you cata 
make a sermon/ Then Vd say, ' Let me see how 
much better you can miake it.** Thus I should see 
both his pbwa« and his judgement.*' 

5 
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Wc all went to Dr. Watson's to supper. Misi 
Sharp, great grandchild of Archbishop Sharp, was 
thene ; as was Mr. Craig, the ingenious architect 
of the new town of Edinburgh, and nephew of; 
llionison, to whom Dr» Johnson has since done so 
much justice, in his ^^ Lives of the Poets." . 

We talked of memory, and its various modes.-r- 
Johnson. Memory will play strange tricks. One 
sometimes loses a single word. I ortde lost^ugace^ 
in the Ode Posthime^ Posthume.^ I mentionied to 
him, that a worthy gentleman of my acquaintance 
actually forgot his own name.^-rrJoHNSON. " Sir, that 
lyas a morbid oblivion." 



FRIPAT, AUGUST 20. 

Dr. Shaw, the professor of divinity, breakfasted 
with us. I took out my ** Ogden on Prayer," and 
read some of it to the company. Dr. Johnson ; 
praised him. ^^ Abemethy, (said he,) allows only 
of a phjsical effect of prayer upon the mind, which ^ 
may be produced many ways, as well as by prayer ; 
for instance, by meditation. Ogden goes farther^ 
In truth, we have the consent of all nations for the 
efficacy of prayer, whether offered up by individu- 
als, or by assemblies ; and Revelation has told tis, 
it will be efFectuaL — ^I said, ^* Leechman seemed 
to incline to Abernethy's doctrine." Dr. Watson . 
observed, that Leechman meant to shew, that, even 
admitting no eflfect to be produced by prayer, re- 
specting the Deity, it was useful to our own minds. 
He had given only a part of his system : Dr. Jobn-- 
son thought he should have given the whole. 
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Dr. Johnson enforced the. . strict , observance of 
Sunday. *Mt should be diflferent (he observed) 
from another day. People may walk, but not 
throw, stones at birds. There may be relaxation^ 
but there should be no levity.'* 

We went and saw Colonel Nairne's garden and 
grotto. Here was a fine old plane tree. Unluckily> 
the colonel said, there was but this and another 
large, tree in the county., This assertion was. an 
excellent cue for. Dr. Johnson, who laughed enor- 
mously, calling me to hear it. He had expati-* 
ated to me on the . nakedness of that part of Scot- 
land which he had seen. His ^^ Journey'* has bea^ 
violently abused, for what he has said upon thisk 
subject. But let it be considered, that, when Dr., 
Johnson talks of trees, he meads trees of good size, 
such as he was accustomed to see in £ngland; and 
pf these there are certainly very few upon the eastern 
^Mst of Scotland. Besides, he said, that he meant 
to give only ^ map. of the road ; and Jet any 
travefler:ohserve how, many trees, which deserve the 
oame, he caa see from the road from Berwick to 
Aberdeen.. . Had Dr. Johnson said, '* ther^ are no 
trees" upon . this . line, he would have said what is 
colloquially true ; because, by no trees, in common 
speech^ we mean few. When he is particular in. 
counting, he may be attacked. I know not how 
Colonel Nairne came to say there were but two 
large trees in the county of Fife. I did not per-, 
qeive that he smiled. There are certainly not a 
great many; but I could have shewn him more 
than two at Balmuto, from whence my ancestors 
came, and which now belongs to a branch of my 
family. 
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The grotto wss tng^oiisly coostmcted* In the 
front of it were petrified stocks of fir^ plane, and 
some other tree. Dr« Johnson said, ^ Scotland 
has no right to boast of this grotto ; it is oWmg to 
personal merit. I never dented personal merit to 
many of you.** — Professor Shaw said to n\e, as we 
walked, ^^ This is a wonderful man : he is master 
of every Subject he handles." — Dr. Watson allowed 
him a very strong understanding, bat wondered at 
his total inattention to established manners, as be 
came from London. 

I have not preserved, in my Journal, any of the 
eonversation which passed between Dr. Johnson 
and Professor Shaw ; but I recollect Dr. Johnson 
said to me afterwards, ^< I took much to Shaw." 

We left St. Andrews about noon, and some 
miles from it observing, at Leuckarsy a church with 
an olid tower, we stopped to look at it. The mame, 
as the parsonage-house is called in Scotlaivd^ was 
dose by. I waited on the minister, mentioniMl our 
names, and begged he would tell ns what he knew 
about it. He was a very civil old man; but could 
only inform us, that it was supposed to have stood 
eight hundred years. He told us, there was a 
colony of Danes in his parish ; tiiat they had landed 
at a remote period of time, and still remained a dis«- 
tinct people. Dr. Johnson shrewdly inquired whe- 
ther they had brought women with them. We were 
not satisfied as to this colony. 

We saw, this day, Dundee and Aberbrothick^ 
the last of which Dr^ Johnson has celebrated in his 
" Journey." Upon the road we talked of the 
Roitian Catholick faith. He paentioned (I think) 
Tillotson*s argument against . transubstantiation : 
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^ That we arc sure we see bread atfid wine only, 
as that we read in the Bible the text on which that 
false doctrine is founded. We have only the evi«- 
dence of oar senses for both/' *' l(y (he added^) 
God liad never spoken figuratively, we might hold 
that he speaks literally, when he says, ^ This is my 
body.*' — ^Bosw£LL. " Bat what do you say, «r, to 
the ancient and continued tradition of the church 
upon this point ?" — Johnson. ^* Tradition, sir, has 
no place, where the Scriptures are plain ; and tra- 
ditioh cannot persuade a man into a belief of tran* 
substantiation. Able men, indeed^ have said they: 
bdieved it." 

This is an awful subject. I did not then press 
Dr. Johnson upon it ; nor shall I now enter upon a 
disquisition concerning the import of those words 
uttered by our Saviour^, which had such an effect 
upon many of his disciples, that they ^ went back, 
and walked no more' with him.*' The Catechism 
und solemn office for Communion, in the Church of 
England, maintain a mysterious belief in more than 
a mere commemoration of the death of Christ,, by 
partaking of the elements of bread and wine. 
. Dr. Johnson put me in mind, that, at St. An- 
drews, I had defended my profession very well, 
when the question had again been started, Whether 
a lawyer might honestly engage with the first side 
that offers him a fee. ^* Sir, (ssud I,) it was with 
your arguments against Sir William Forbes : but 
it was much that 1 could wield the arms of Goliah.'* 

* Then Jesiif said unto them, verily^ verily» I say unto* you, except 
ye ^t the flesh of the son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life 
in yoQ. See St. John*8 Gospel, chap, vh 59, and following 
lerte^t 
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w He said, our judges had not gone deep in* Che 
question concerning literary property, - I mentioned 
Lord Monboddo's opinion^ that if a man could get 
a work by heart, he might) print it, as -by such an 
act the mind is exercised. — ^Johnson* *' No, sir ; a 
man's repeating it no more makes it his property^ 
than a man may sell a cow which he drives home." 
" — I said; printing an abridgement of a work was 
allowed, which was only cutting the horns and tail 
off the* cow.— JoHKsoN. " No, sir; 'tis, making 
the 'cow have a calf." 

* Abbut eleven at night we arrived at Montrose, 
We found but a sorry inn, where I myself saw 
another waiter put a lump of sugar with his fingers 
into Dr. Johnson's lemonade, for which he called 
him ** Rascal!" It put me in great glee that our 
Ikndlowi was an Englishman. I rallied tlie Doctor 
upon this, and he grew quiet. Both S\t John Haw- 
kins's and Dr. Burn^y's History of Musick had 
then been advertised. I asked. if this was not un- 
lucky: would not they hurt one another ? — Johnson. 
" No, sir. They will do good to one another. 
Some will buy the one, some the other, and com- 
pare them ; and so a talk is made about a thing, 
and the books are sold." 

He was angry at . me for proposing to carry 
lemons with us to Sky, that he might be sure to 
have his lemonade. *^ Sir, (said he,) I do not wish 
to be thought that feeble man who cannot do with- 
out any thing. Sir, it is very bad manners to carry 
provisions to any man's house, as if he could not 
entertain you. To an inferior, it is oppressive ; 
to a superior, it is insolent.'* 

Having taken the liberty, this evening, to tq-. 
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biark to Dr«. Johnson, that he very often sat quite 
silent for a long time, even when in company with 
only a single friend> which I myself had som^imes 
sadly experienced, he smiled and said, '^Mt is true^ 
aire Tom Tyers, (for so he- familiarly called pur 
ingenious friend, who, since his death, : has paid a 
biographical tribute to his* memory,) Tom Tyeri 
described mc the best. He Once said to* me, * Sir, 

* youareJikea ghost: you never speak till you are 

* spoken to*." 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21. 

Neither the..Rey. Mr. Nisbet, the established 
inimster, por the Rev. Mr. Spooner, the episco- 
cal minister, were in town. Before breakfast, we 
went and saw the town-hallj where is a good danc- 
ing-room, and other rooms ' for tea-drinking. The 
appearance of thte town from, it is very well ; but 
many of the hQUse9 are built with their ends to the 
street, which looks awkward. When we came down 
from it, I met Mr. Gleg, a merchant here. He went 
with us to see the English chapel. It is situated on a 
pretty dry spot, and there is a fine walk to it. It is 
really an elegant building, both within and without. 
The organ is adorned with green and gold. Dr. 
Johnson gave a shilling extraordinary to the clerk, 
saying, •* He belongs to an honest church." I put 
him in mind, that episcopals were but dissenters here; 
they wer^only tolerated. ** Sir, (said he,) we are 
here, as Christians in Turkey." — He afterwards 
went into an apothecary's shop, and ordered. .A9me 
medicine for himself, and wrote the prescription in 
technical characters. The, boy took him -for. 21 
physician. « Lj 

* TTiis description of Dr. Johnsoo, appears to have been borrowed 
■ from Tom Jones, Book XL chap. ii. " The other who, like a ghost, 
•nly wanted to be spoke to, readily answered/' &c. 
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I doubted much which road to take> whether 
to go by the coast, or by Lawrence Kirk andf 
Monboddo. I knew Lord Monboddo and Dr. 
Johnson did not love each other; yet I was unwill- 
ing not to visit his Lordship } 'and was alsa curious to 
see them together"^ • I mentioned my doubts to 
Dr. Johnson^ who said, he Would ga two miles 
out of bis way to see Lord Monboddo. I therefore 
sent Joseph forward with the following note. 

** MY BEAR LORD, MofltrOSfj jiugUSt 21* 

.'* THtJs far I am come with Mr. Saniuel John- 
son. We must be at Aberdeen to-night. I know 
you do not admire him so much as I do ; but I can« 
not be in this ccxintry without making you a bow 
at your old place, as I do not know if I may again 
have an opportunity of seeing Monboddo. Besidcfs^ 
Mr. Johnson says, he would go two miles out of bis 
way to see Lord Monboddo. I have . sent forward 
my servant, that we may know if your lordship be 
at home. I am ever, my dear lord, 

^* Most sincerely yours, 

" James Bosweli..'* 

As we travelled onwards from Montrose, we had 
the Grampion hills in our view, and some good 
land around us, but void of trees and hedges. Dr. 
Johnson has said ludicrously, in his "Journey," 
that i\\Q hedges were of stone \ for, instead of the 

^'Acre wcie leveral points of similarity between them; learning 
ckaroess olPhead, precision of speech, and a love of research <m mmf 
aubjects which people in general do not investigate* Foote paid 
Lord Monboddo the compliment of sayings that he was an Elzevir 
edition of Johnson.'* 

It ha& been shrewdly observed thai Foote must have metfH a 
diminutive, or pocket edition. 
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verdant tham to refresh the eye^ we found the b«ro 
wall or dike intersecting the Prospect. He ob- 
served^ that it was wonderfiid to see a c6antry so 
divested^ so denuded of trees. 

We stopped at Lawtence Kirk, where our great 
Grammarian, Ruddiman, was once schooii|iaster« 
We respectfully remembered that excellent man and 
eminent scholar, by whose labours a knowledge of 
the Latin language will be preserved in Scotland, if 
it shall be preserved at aU. Lord Gardenston, one 
of our judges, collected money to raise a mona* 
meat to him at tbis place, which I hope will be 
well executed*. 1 know my father gave five gui« 
neas towards it. Lord Gardenston is the proprietor 
of Laurence Kirk, and has encouraged the building 
of a manufacturing village, of which he is exceed* 
mgly fond, and has written a pamphlet upon it^ 
as if he had founded Thebes ; in which, however^ 
there are many useful precepts strongly expressed- 
The village seemed to be irregularly built, some of 
the houses being of day, some of brick, and some 
of brick and stone. Dr. Johnson observed^ they 
thatched well here. 

I was a little acquainted with Mr. Forbes, the 
minister of the parish. I sent to inform him that 
a gentleman desired to see him. He returned for 
answer, *' that he would not come to a stranger.** 
I then gave my name, and he came. I remonstrated 
to him for not coming to a stranger ; and, by pre* 
senting him to Dr. Johnson, proved to him wh^ a 
stranger might sometimes be. His Bible inculcates, 
'^ be not forgetful to entertain strangers/* and 
mentions the same motive. He defended himself 
by saying, *' He had once come <o a stranger whq 

• [Thif moDQ^ieDtj it ii believed^ hai ir^t been erected.} 
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tent'^ for him ; and he found him ^ a little worth 
person r 

' Dri Johnson insisted on stopping at the' inn, a^ 
I told him that Lord Gardedston had furnished it 
ili^itha collection, . of books^ that trav«Heris might 
have entertainment for the mind; as weir as the 
body. He praised the design^ but * wished there 
had been more books, and those better chosen* ' 
About a mile from Monboddo, where you turrt 
off the road, Joseph was iwaiting to tell us my lord 
expected us to dinner. We drove over a wild tnoor; 
It rained, and the scene was somewhat dreary, Dr; 
Johnson repeated, with solemn emphasis, Macbeth's 
speech on meeting the witches. As we travelled on/ 
he told me, " Sir, you got into our club, by doing 
what a man can do"^. Several of the members' 
wished to keep you out. Burke told me, he doubtedf 
if you were fit for it : but, now you are in^ none 
of them are sorry. ^ Burke says, that you have so 
much good humour naturally, it is scarce a virtue.'* 
-^BoswELL. "They were afraid of you, sir, as- it 
was you who proposed me." — ^Johnson. " Sir, 
they knew, that if they refused you, they'd pro- 
bably never have got in another. Fd have kept them 
stU out. Beauclerk was very earnest^ for you."— * 
Bosw£LL. ^^ Beauclerk has a keenness of mind which 
IS very uncommon." — ^ Johnson. "Yes, sir; and 
tvery thing comes from him so easily. It appears 
to iBC'that I labour, when I say a good thing." — • 
BoswBLL. " You are loud, sir; but it is not an effort 
of mind." 

-. * This, I find, is considered as obscure. I suppose Dr. Johnsooi 
ineant, that I assiduously and earnestly recommended myself to some 
M" the members^ ds in a eanvass for an election into parliament. 
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Monboddo is a wretched place, wild and naked^ 
with a poor old house; though^ if I recollect 
right, there are two turrets whioh mark an old 
baron's residence. Lord Monboddo received us at 
his gate most courteously; pointed to the Douglas 
arms upon his house, and told us that his^reat^ 
grandmother was of that family. ^^ In such houses 
(said he,) our ancestors lived, who were better 
men than we." — " No, no, my lord (said Dr. John^ 
son.) We are as strong as they, and a great deal 
wiser. "-^--This was an assault upon one of Lord 
Monboddo's capital dogmas, and I was afraid there 
would have been a violent altercation in the very 
close, before we got into the house. But his 
lordship is distinguished not only for ancient meta* 
physicks," but for ancient polilessey " la vieille cour,*^ 
aad he made no reply. 

His lordship was dressed in a rustick suit, and wore 
a little round hat ; he told us, we now saw him as 
Fhrmer Burnet, and we should have his family din* 
ner, a farmer's dinner. He said, '* I should not 
have forgiven Mr. Boswell, had he not brought you 
here. Dr. Johnson." He produced a yery long 
stalk of corn, as a specimen of his crop, and said, 
" You see here the li^pttis segetes:'' he added, that 
Firgil seemed to be as enthusiastick a farmer as he^ 
and was certainly a practical one. — ^Johnson. '' It 
does not always follow, my lord, that a man who 
has written a good poem on an art, has practised 
it. Philip Miller told me, that in Philips's Cyder, 
a poem, all the precepts were just, and indeed 
better than in books written for the purpose of in- 
structing ; yet Philips had never made cyder." 

P 
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I started the subject 6( emigratton.*^bKi|sbir. 
^' To a mtn of mere tnin^al lifei you qaa urge no 
Brgument against going to Ainerica, but that it 
will be some time before he will get the earth to 
produce. But a man of .any inteUectual enjoyment 
will not easily go and immerse himself and his 
posterity for ages in barbarism/* 

He and my lord spoke highly of Homer.r---» 
JoHMsoK. ^' He had all the learning of his age. 
The shield of Achilles shews a nation iu w|ir, a 
nation in peace ; harvest sport, nay, stealing.*"—- 
MoNBODDo. '* Ay, and what we (looking to me) 
would call a parliament-house acene ; a cauae 
pleaded/' — Johnson. '^ That is part of the life of 
a nation in peace. And there are in Homer such 
tharacters of heroes, and combinations of qualities 
of heroes, that the united powers of mankind ever 
since have not produced any but what are to be 
found there."- — Monboddo. "Yet no character ia 
described."* — Johnson. " No ; they all develope 
themselves. Agamemnon is always a gentleman* 
like character ; he has always Bao-iXtieioy n* That 
the ancients held so, is plain from this; that Euri* 
pedes^ in his Hecuba, makes him the person to in* 

• My note of this is much too short. Bret^t esse lahero, db$curu$ 
fio. Yet as I have resolved that the very Journal which Dr. Johnson 
read, shall foe presented to the pobUck, I will not expand thfe text ia 
any coinidtfalkle degree, though I may occasionally su^iply a word to 
complete the sense, as I fill up the blanks of abbreviatiooy in the writ- 
ing 'y neither of which can be said to change the genuine JournaL One 
of the best criticks of our age conjectures that the imperfect passaqge 
above was probably a« follows : ** In his book we have an accorats 
display of a nation in war, and a nation in peace ; the peasant is deli- 
neated as truly as the general ; nay, even harvest^sport, and the oiodes 
of ancient theft are described.*^ 



TO THE HEBRIDES. flf 

terpose.*"--^MoifBpDDO* ^^ The history of mannert 
is the most valuable. I never set a high value on 
any other hist0r}V-*-jQHN8OK. ^^Nprl; and there^ 
fore I esteem biography^ as giving us what comes 
near to ourselves, what wecan turn to use.*' Boswbll. 
*^ But in the course of general history, we find man- 
ners. In wars, we see thi? dispositions of people^ 
their degrees of humanity, and other particulars.*' 
—Johnson. "Yes; but then yoa must take all th^ 
&cts lo get this ; and it is but a little you get.*W 
MoNBODDQ. *^ And it is that little which makes 
hi^ory valuable." — Bravo! thought I; they agree 
like two brothers. — ^MoNboddo. *^ I am sorry, Dr. 
Johnson, you were not longer at Edinburgh to receive 
the homage of our men of learning." — ^Johnson, 
" My Iprd, I received great respect and great kind- 
ness." — BoswB^L. " He goes back to Edinburgh 
after Our tour." — ^VVe talked of the decrease of 
karntng in Scotland, and of the Muses* Welcome, 
—Johnson. " Learning is much decreased in Eng- 
land, in my remembrance*', — Monboddo. *' You, 
isir, have, lived to see its decrease in England, I it$ 
extinction in Scotland." However, I brought him 
to confess that the High School of Edinburgh did 
well.-— Johnson. ^* Learning has decreased in Eng« 
land^ because learning will ^not do so much for a 
man as formerly. There are other ways of getting 

* Dr. Johmon modestly said, .h^ Had not read Homer so much as 
tit wished he had done. But this conversation sliews how well he was 
acquainted with the Moeonian bard ; and he has shewn it still more 
in bis criticism upon Fope*s Homer, i^i his Life of that Poet. My 
excellent friend, Mr. Langton, told me, he was once present at a dis- 
pute between Dr. Johnson apd Mr. Burke^ on the comparative mtrits 
of Homer and Virgil, which was carried on with extraordinary abili- 
ties on both sides. Dr. Johnson maint|^nfi4 the suiperiprity of jlomcr 

f2 
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preferment. Few bishops ^are now made for thc# 
learning. To be a bishop, a man mudt be learned 
in a learned age, — factious in a factious age ; but 
always of eminence. Warburton is an exception i 
though his learning alone did not raise him. He 
was first an antagonist to Pope, and helped Theo- 
bald to publish his Shakspeare; but, Seeing Pope 
jthe rising man, — when Crousaz attacked his ^ Essay 
on Man/ for some faults which it has, and some 
which it has not, Warburton defended ik in the 
Review of that time.. This brought him acquainted 
with Pope, and he gained his friendship. Pope 
introduced him to Allen, Allen married him to hii 
niece : so, by Allen's interest and his own, he was 
made a bishop. But then his learning was the sine 
qui non : He knew how to make the most of it; but 
I do not find by any dishonest means." — ^Monboddo; 
*' He is a great man.*' — Johmsok. "Yes; he hal 
great knowledge, — ^great power of mind. Hardlj 
any man brings greater variety of learning to bear 
upon his point." — Monbobdo. " He is one of the 
greatest lights of your church."— -Johnson. " Why^ 
we are not so sure of his being very friendly to us. 
He blazes, if you will, but that is not always the 
steadiest light. — Lowth is another bishop who has^ 
risen by his learning." 

Dr. Johnson examined young Arthur, Liord 
Monboddo's son, in Latin. He answered very well 4 
upon which he said, with complacency, " Get you 
gone! When King James comes back,* you shall 
be in the * Muses' Welcome 1" — My lord and Dr., 

* I find tome doabt has been entertained concerning Dr. Johnson^ 
meaning here. It is to be luppoted that he meant* ** when a king ahaU 
ligain be entertained in ScoUand*** 



, 
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Johnson, disputed a little, whether the Savage or the 
London Shopkeeper had the best existence ; his 
lord^ip, as usual, preferring the Savage.-*-My 
lord was extremely hospitable, and I saw both Dr. 
Johnson and hitn liking each other better every 
bonr* 

* Dr. Johnson having retired for a short time, hif 
lord^^p spoke of his conversation as I could have 
wished. Dr. Johnson bad said, *^ I have done 
greater feats with my knife than this;**, though he 
had eaten a^ very hearty dinner. — ^My lord, who 
affects or believes he follows an abstemious system, 
seemed struck with Dr. Johnson*s manner of living. 
I had a particular satisfaction in being under the 
roof of Mooboddo, my lord being my father's old 
friend, and having been always very good to me. 
We were cordial together. He asked Dr. Johnson 
and me to stay all night. When I said we must be 
at Aberdeen, he replied, '^ Well, I am like the Ro- 
mans: I shall say to you, * Happy to come; — 
^ happy to depart !** He thanked Dr. Johnson for 
bis visit. — ^Johnson. " I little thought, when I had 
the honour to meet your Lordship in London, that 
I should see you at Monboddo/' After dinner, as 
the ladies were going away. Dr. Johnson would 
stand up. He insisted that politeness was of great 
consequence in society. *^ It is, (said he,) ficti* 
tious benevolence. It supplies the place of it amongst 
those who see each other' only in publick, or but 
little. Depend upon it, the want of it never fails 
to produce something disagreeable to one or other. 
I have always applied to good breeding, what Ad- 
dison in his Cato says of honour : 

*' Honour's a sacred tie ; the law of Kings ; 
*' The noble mind> distinguiihing perfection. 
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** That aids and sMngthi&itt Yirtoc Wbeteit mteik hef y 
** And imitate^ ber aetibns ^frfaeife aile isnoi/* . 

When he toot up his large oak stiok, he aitd^ 
'^ My lord^. that*$ Hov%ifich\" thuB.pIeaisQtly allud^ 
ing. to rh^ia lol-d«hip's favourite writer. . : , 

Gory, my lord's black servant, was sent as oni^ 
guide^ to co^ucfcud toother Ugh road. : Thfc (bircmn^ 
aMnOe df eacb of theio^ b&ving a- blade: aervaiat wai 
UnQth^r pbi6t 'of •similarity :betwbcki .Mbnson atld 
Moilkboddo.' I observed hovtr cOriaofi it was. to ace 
%t\ Africari in the North of Scotland^ with little or 
no differenee of manners from those of the natives. 
Pr. Jdhnson laughed to a^e Gory and Joseph ridit^ 
together mpstcdrdially. *^ Those two fellows, (said 
he>) otae from Africa^ the other fromr Bohemia^ 
seem quite at home.*' — He was much pleased witii 
lx>rd Monbbddo to day. He said^ he would hate 
pardoned him for a few paradoxes, when he found 
be had so tnuch that was good : but that, from fatt 
appearance in London, he thought hitn ail paradox ; 
which would, not do. He observed^ that his lord- 
Ihip had talked no paradoxe^s to-day. ^^ And as 
to the savage and the London shopkeeper^ (said he^) 
J don't know but I might have taken the side of the 
savage equaUy, had any body else taken the side of 
the shopkeeper."' — He had said. to my lond, iji oppoai* 
tian to the value of the savage's courage, tluit it wss 
owing to his limited powor of thinking, and re* 
peated Pope's verses^ in which ^^ Macedpnia'a madr 
man" is introduced, and the conclusion is^ 

♦« Yet ne'er looks forwkrd farther tbsQ his hose.*' 

I objected to the last phrase, as being low. — John-* 
son. ^^ Sir, it is intended to be low : it is satire. 
The expression is debased^ to debase the character/* 
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When Gory was about to part from us. Dr. 
Jofanson called to htm, ''Mr. Gory, give me leave 
to aak you a question ! are yoii baptised V* Gory 
told him he was, and oonfirmed by the Bishop cf 
Durham. He then gaw him a shilling. 

We had tedious driving this^ afternoon, aod were 
aomewhat drowsy. Last night I was afraid Dn 
Jbhnaon was beginning to faint in his resolution ; for 
he said, ** If we most ride much, we 9hall not go ; 
and there*8 an end on't.*'— To-day, when he talked 
af Sky with spirit, I said, ** Why, sir, you seemed to 
me to despond yesterday. You are a delicate Lon* 
doner ;— you are a maocaroni ; you can't ride."— 
JoHKsoK^ ^* Sir, I shall ride better than you. I waa 
enly afriiid I should not find a horse 'able to carry 
me/*--*-! hoped then there would be no fear of get* 
ting through our wild Tour. 

We came to Aberdeen at half an hour past eleven* 
The New Inn, we were told, was full. This waa 
comfortlesa. The waiter, however, asked, if one of 
our names was Boswell, and brought me a letter 
left at the inn : il was from Mr. Thrale, enclosing 
one to Dr. Johnson. Finding who I was, we were 
told they would contrive to lodge us by putting us 
for a night into a room with two beds. The waiter 
SMd to me iti the broad strong Aberdeenshire dialect, 
^^ I thought I knew you, by your likeness to your 
Either.'*— -My father puts up at the New Inn, when 
on his circuit. Little was said to-night. I was to 
sleep in a little press-bed in Dr. Johnmn's room. 
I had it wheeled out into the dining-room, and 
there I lay very well. 
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aUNPAY, AUGtrST 2ft. 

I sent a message to. Professor Thomas Gordon, 
who came and breakfasted with lis. , He had secured 
seats for us at the English chapel. We found a 
respectable congregation^ and an admirable organ, 
>vell played by Mr. Tait* 

We walked down to the shore: Dr. Johnson 
laughed to hear that Cromweirs soldiers taught the 
Aberdeen people to make shoes and stockings, aad te 
plant cabbages. He asked^ if weaving the pkids wai^ 
ever a domestigk art in the Highlands,; like spjn«« 
ning or knitting. They could not inform him here^ 
But he conjectured probably, that where people 
lived so remote from each other, it was likely to 
be a domestibk art ; as we see it was among theanci- 
ents, from Penelope.^— I was sensible to-day, to an 
extraordinary degree, of Dr. Johnson's excellent 
English pronunciation. I cannot account for its 
striking me niore now than any other day: but it 
was as if new to me; and I listened to every sen* 
tence which he spoke, as to a musical compositional- 
Professor Gordon gave him an aceount of the plan 
of education in his college. Dr. Johnson said, it 
was similar to that at Oxford. — ^Waller the poet*s 
great grandson was studying here. Dr. Johnson 
wondered that a man should send his son so far ofi^ 
when there were so many good schools in England. 
He said, *^ At a great school there is all the splendour 
and illumination of many minds ; the radiance of all 
is concentrated in each, or at least reflected upon 
«ach. But we must own that neither a dull boy, 
nor an idle boy, will do so wqll at a great school 
as at a private one. For at a great school there are 
always boys enough to do well easily, who are 
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sufficient to keep up the credit of the school ; and 
after whipping being tried to no purpose, the dull 
or idle boys are left at the end of a class, having the 
appearance of going through the course, but learn<- 
ing nothing at all. Such boys may do good at a 
private school, where constant attention is paid to 
them, and they are watchedr So that the question 
of publick or private education is not properly a ge* 
neral one ; but whether one or the other is best for 
my son.*^ 

We were told the present Mr. Waller was a 
plain country gentleman ; and his son would be such 
another. I observed, a family could not expect a 
poet but in a hundred generatioos. — ^^ Nay, (said 
Dr. Johnson,} not one family in a hundred can ex* 
pect a poet in a hundred generations.** He then 
repeated Dryden*s celebrated lines. 

Three poets in three distant ages bom> &c. 

and a part of a Latin translation of it done at Oxford* : 
he did not then say by whom. 

He received a card from Sir Alexander Gordon, 
who had been his acquaintance twenty years ago in 
London, and who, '• if forgiven for not answering 
a line from him," would come in the afternoon. Dr. 
Johnson rgoiced to hear of him, and begged 
he would come and dine with us. I was much 
pleased to see the kindness with which Dr. 

• London^ tdMay, 177S. 
Dr. Johnson acknowledged that he was himself the authour of 
|he translation ahove alluded to, and dictated it to me as follows ; 
Qaos laudet vates Graius Romanus et Anglus 

Tres tria temporibas secla dcdere suis. 
Sublime ing^ium Grains ; Romanus habebat 

Carmen grande sonaus ; Anglus utrumque tulit. 
Kil majus Natura capit : clarare priores 
QusD potuere duos tertius unus babet. 
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Johnson received his old friend Sir Aleundcr ; i 
gentleman of good family, Lism&re^ but who had 
not the ejitate. The King's College here made him 
Professor of Medicine,- which a0brd$ him a decent 
subsistence. He told us that the vahia of the stock- 
ings exported' froto Aberdeen was, in*peace> a htm* 
dred thousand pounds ^> and atnodnted, in time of 
war, to one hundred and seventy* thptMod poimda. 
Dr. Johnson asked, What tt^Q' the difference? 
Here we bad a proof of the comparative sagacity of 
the two professors. Sir Alexander answered, ** Be- 
cause there is more occasion {or them in war." 
Professor Thomas Gordon answered,' * Because the 
Germans, who are our great rivals in the nianufac->' 
ture of stockings, are otherwise employed in time 
of war.''— nJoHNSOK. ** Sir, you have given a very 
good solution." 

At dinner, Dr. Johnson ate several plate-fulls of 
Scotch broth, with barley and peas in it, and seeoi'* 
ed very fond of the dish. I said, *^ You never ate i% 
before.** — Johnsok. "No, sir; but I don't care 
how soon I eat it again.*'— My coissfn. Mm Dallas, 
fornjerly of Inverness, was married to Mr. Rid- 
doch, one of the ministers of the English chapel 
here. He was ill, and confined to hia room ; but 
she sent us a kind invitation to tea, whfdi we all 
aecepted. She was the same lively, sensible, cheer- 
ful woman as ever. Dr. Johnson here threw out 
some jokes against Sccrtland. He said, *' You go 
first to Aberdeen ; then to Enbru (the Scdttish pro- 
nunciation of Edinburgh); then to Newcastle, to 
be polished by the colliers ; then to York ; then to 
London." And he laid hold of a little girl, Stuart 
DallaSj niece to Mrs. J^doch, and, representing 
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lilMfHSlf ai» B g\V(^%, %i\dy he would take her with him ! 
trilinghcr, in a hollow voice, that he lived in a 
eave, and had d bed in the rock, And she should 
have a little bed Cut opposite to it ! 
• Hfe thus titeated the point, as to pn;scription of 
murder in Scotland. ^* A jAry in England would 
n^ak^ allowance for deficienbies of evidence, on 
Mcount of lapse of time •. but a general rule that a 
tfAtne should tjot be punished, or tridd^for the pur- 
pose of punishnnent,- ftfter twenty years, |» bad : It 
is cant to talk of • the King*s advocate delaying a 
prosecution from* malice. How unlikely is it the 
King's advocate should have malice against persons 
who commit murder, or should even know them at 
aM— If the son of the mlirdered man should kill 
the murderer who got off merely by prescription, I 
would help him to make his escape ; though, were 
I upon his jury, I would not acquit him. I would 
not advise him to commit such an act. On the 
contrary, I would bid him submit to the determine* 
tmn of sodety, because a man is bound to submit 
to the inconveniences of it, as he enjoys the good : 
but the young man, though politically wrong, 
would not be morally wrong. He would have to 
toy *' here I am amongst barbarians, who not only 
refuse to do justice, but encourage the greatest ^ 
M crimes. I am therefore in a state of nature : for^ 
fto far as there is no law, it is a state of nature : and 
consequently, upon the eternal and immutable lavT 
of justice, which requires that he who sheds man's 
blood should have his blood shed, I will stab the 
murderer of my father/' 

We went to our inn, and sat quietly. Dr. John* 
son borrowed^ at Mr. Riddoch*s, a volume of 

6 
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MassilloTLs Discourses on the PsalmjE^ : but I founds 
he read little in it. .Qgden too he;. sometimes took 
up^ and glanced at ; but threw it down again. I 
then entered upon religious conversation. Never 
did I $ee him in a better frame : calm) gentle, wise> 
holy.''— I said, *' Would not the same objection 
hold against the Trinity a» against Transi^br 
ptantiation ?— " Yes, (said :he,)» if you take threes 
and one in the same sense. If you do iso, to be sure 
you cannot believe it : but the three persons in the 
Godhead are Three in one sense, ajad One in another. 
We cannot tell how ; and that is the mystery f* 

I spoke of the satisfaction of Christ. He said his. 
notion was, that it did not atone for the sins of the 
world; but, by satisfying divine justice, by shew- 
ing that no less than the Son of God sufiered for 
sin, it shewed to men and innunrerable created be^ 
ings, the heniousness of it, and therefore rendered 
it unnecessary fof divine vengeance to be exercised 
against sinners, as it otherwise must have been ; that 
in thi» way it might operate even in favour of those 
who had never heard of it : as to those who did hear 
of it, the effect it should produce would be repen- 
tance and piety, by impressing upon the mind a just 
notion of sin : that original sin was the propensity 
tp evil, which no doubt was occasioned by the fall. 
He presented this solemn subject in a new light to 
me *, and rendered much more rational and clear 
the doctrine of what our Saviour has done for us ;<— 
as it removed the notion of imputed righteousness 

* My worthy, intelligent, and candid friend. Dr. Kippis, infoiiDi 
sne, that several ^divines have thus explained the mediation of oar 
Saviour. What JDr. Johnson now delivered, was bat a temponiy 
opinion ; for h^ afterwards was fully convinced of the propitiatory 
ihcrifice, as I Aiall shew at large in my future work, Thb Lin o:i^ 
Sjl^uil JoHiTfov, L.L. D. 
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in co-operating; whereas by this view, Christ lias 
done all already that he had to do, or is ever to do^ 
for mankind, by making his great satisfaction ; th6 
consequences of which will affect each individual 
^according to the particular conduct of each. I 
would illustrate this by saying, that Christ*s satis^ 
faction resembles a sun placed to shew light to men, 
so that it depends upon themselves whether they 
will walk the right way or not, which they could 
not have done without that sun, ^^ the sun of 
righteousness*' There is, however, more in it than 
merely giving light— a light to lighten the Gentiles t^ 
for we are told, there is healing under his wings. 
Dr. Johnson said to me, '^ Richard Baxter com- 
mends a treatise by Grotius, De Satisfactione 
Christi. I have never read it : but I intend to read 
it ; and you may read it/' I remarked, upon the 
principle now laid down, we might explain the 
difficult and seemingly hard text, *' They that be- 
lieve shall be saved ; and they that believe not shall 
be damned :" They that believe shall have such an 
impression made upon their minds, as will make 
them act so that they may be accepted by God. 
. We talked of one of our friends taking ill, for 
a length of time, a hasty expression of Dr. Joha^ 
son^s to him, on his attempting to prosecute a sub^ 
ject that had a reference to religion, beyond th^ 
bounds within which the Doctor thought such 
topicks should be confined in a mixed company.~ 
JoHNSOK. " What is to become of society, if a 
friendship of twenty years is to be broken off for such 
a cause ?*' As Bacoo^ays, 

«' Who then to frail mortality ihaU truit, 

'' But limna the water, or bat writes in dast." 



L' 
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I 9aid, be should write eicpressly in support d^ 
Christiaaity ; for that, althpiigh a reverence for it 
ibines througb bi9 worka in several places, that i« 
fiot enough. " You know, (said I,) what Grotiua 
has .done, and what Addi«on has done»-^You 
abould (Jo abo."'— 'He replied, " I hope I shall/* 

MONDAY, AUGUST 23. 

Principal Campbell, Sir Alexander Gordon, 
Professor Gordon, jind Professor Ross, visited us 
in the morning, as did Dr. Gerard, who had come 
six mile* from the country dn purpose. We went 
and saw the Marischal College*, and at one o'clock 
we waited on the magistrates in the town hall, as 
they had invited us in order to present D/. Johnson 
with the freedom of the town, which Provost Jopp 
did with a very good grace. Dr. Johnson was 
much pleased with this mark of attention, and re- 
ceived it very politely. There was a pretty nume- 
rous company assembled. It was striking to hear 
all of them drinking " Dr. Johnson 1 Dr. John- 
son !'* in the town- hall of Aberdeen, and then to 
see him with his burgess-ticket, or diploma'^-, in 
his hat, which he wore as he walked along the 
street, according to the usual custom. — It gave me 
great satisfaction to observe the regard, and indeed 
fondness too, which every body here had for my 
father. 



^ Dr. Beanie was so kindly entertained in England, that he had 

pot yet returned home, 
f Dr Johnson's burgtss-ticket was in these words : 
** Aberdonise» vigeaimo tertio die meosia Aitgusti, mno Domini 

miUesimo aeptiiigentettmo acptoa^aim^ lerii«> m j^rses^^ honorabi- 
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While Sir. Alaxander Gordoil conducted Dr^ 
Johnson to old Aberdeen^ Professor Grordoo wd 
I called on Mr. Riddochr^ whom I found tO: be a 
grave worthy clergyman. He observed, that^ 
whatever might be said of Dr. Johnson while he waa 
alive^ he would^ after . he was dead, be looked up^ 
on by the world with regard and astonishment, on 
account of his Dictionary. 

Professor Gordon and I walked over to (be Old 
College, which Dr. Johnson had seen by this time* 
I stepped into the chapel, and looked at the tomb 
of the founder. Archbishop Elphinston, of whom 
I ahall have occasion to write in my History 
of James IV. of Scotland, the patron of my 
family. 

We dined at Sir Alexander Gordon's. The 
Provost, Professor Ross, Professor Dunbar, Pro- 
fessor Thomas Gordon, were there. After dinner 
came in Dr. Gerard, Professor Leslie, Professor Mac* 
leod. We had little -or no . conversation in the 
morning; now we were but barren. The profes- ' 
jsors seemed afraid to speak. 

Dr. Gerard told us that an eminent printer waa 
very intimate with Warburton.— Johnson. " Why, 



Hum virorum^ Jacobi Jopp, armigeri, praepositi, Adami Ouff^ 
Gulielmi Youngs Geoigii Marr^ et Galiclmi Forbts, Balivornih; 
Gcrlielmt Rainia Decani gailds, ct Joannts NicoU Thesaurani dicu 
buigi. 

" Quo die vir generosus et doctrina clarus, Samuel Johnson. 
L.L. O. receptus et admis^ns fait in municipes et fratrei gmldm 
praefati burgi de Aberdeen. In dedilisttmi amoris ei affectut ac cxi-> 
oai^ observantiae tesseram^ quibus dicti Magistratus eum toiplectuQ* 
tar. EiKtractum per mt. 



Autt* Cakksocx.' 
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sir, he has printed some of his works, and perhaps 
bought the property of some of them. The inti- 
macy is such as one of the professors here may have 
with one of the carpenters who ^ is repairing the 
college.*' — " But, (said Gerard), I saw a letter from 
him to this printer, in which be says, that the one 
half of the clergy of the church of Scotland are 
fanaticks, and the other half infideIs.'*-^OHNSdN. 
'* Warburton has accustomed himself to write let- 
ters just as he speaks, without thinking any more- 
of what he throws out... When I read Warburton 
£rst, and observed his force, and his contempt of 
mankind, I thought he had driven the world be- 
fore him ; but I soon found that was not the case ; 
for Warburton, by extending his abuse, rendered 
it ineffectual/* 

He told me, when we were by ourselves, that 
he thought it very wrong in the printer, to shew 
Warburton*8 letter, as it was raising a body of ene- 
ifties against him. He thought it foolish in War- 
burton to write so to the printer ; and added, 
*^ Sir, the worst way of being intimate^ is by scrib- 
bling.*' He called Warburton's " Doctrine of 
Grace** a poor performance, and so he saiij wa* 
Wesley's Answer. " Warburton, he observed, had 
laid himself very open. In particular, he was weak 
enough to say, that, in some disorders of the ima- 
gination, people had spoken with tongues, had 
spoken languages which they never knew before j 
a thing as absurd as to say, that, in some disorders 
of the imagination, people had been known to fly." 

I talked of the difference of genius, to try if I 
could engage Gerard in a disquisition with Dr. 
Johnson ; but I did not succeed. 1 mentioned^ aa 
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VL curious fact, til at Locke had written verses.-— 
Johnson. "I know of none, sir, but a kind of ex- 
ercise prefixed to Dr. Sydenham's Wbrks, in which 
he has some conceits about the dropsy, in which 
water and burning are united ; and how Dr. Syden- 
ham removed fire by drawing off water, contrary 
to the usual practice, whi6h is to extinguish fire by 
bringing water upon it. — ^I am not sure that there, 
is a word of all this ; \>\jit it is such kind of talk*." 



« All this, as Dr. Johnson suspected at the tirae> was the imniedi- 
ate invention of his own lively imagination ; for there is not one word 
of it in Mr. Locke's complimentary performance. My readers will, I 
have no douht, like to he satisfied, hy comparing them ; and, at any 
rate, it utay entertain them to read verses composed by our great meta* 
physician, vrhen a Bachelor in Physick. 

A U C T O R I, iir Tractatum ejus db Fibribus* 

Febriles estus, yictnmque ardoribus orbem 

Flevit, non tantis par Medicina roalis. 
Nam post mille artes, medicse tentamina cure, 

Ardet adhuc Febris j nee velit arte regi. 
Praeda sumus flammis; solum hoc spera^us ab igne, 

Ut restet paucus, quern capit urna, cinis. 
Dumquaerit medicus febris caussamque, modumque, . 

Flammarum & tenebras, & sine luce faces ; 
Quas tractat patitur flammas, & febre calescens, 

Corruit ipse suis victima rapta focis. 
Qui tardos potuit morbos, artusque trementei* 

Sistere, febrili se videt igne rapi. 
Sic faber exesos fulsit tubicine mnros ; , 

Dum trahit antiquas lenta ruina domes. 
Sed si ilamma vorax miseras incenderit sdes, 

Unica flagrantes tunc sepelire salus. 
Fit fuga, tectonicas nemo tunc invocat artes ; 

Cum perit artificis noo minus usta domus. 
Se tandem Sydenham febrisquc Scholaeque furori 

Opponens, niorbi quaerit, & artis opem. 
KoQ temere incusat tects putedinis ignes ; 

Nee fictuSf febrei qui fovet, homor erit. 

G 



M JOURNAL OP A TOVt 

- We spoke of Fingal. Dr. Johnson said calmly^ 
'^ If" the poeois were really translated, they were 
certainly first written down, lict Mr. Macphersou 
deposite the manuscript in one of the coUegea at 
Aberdeen, where therp are people who can judg« ; 
and^ if the professors certify the authenticity, then 
there will be an end of the controversy. I f he does not 
take this obvious and easy method^ he gives the best 



Non bilem ille moret, nulla hie pituita ; Salutis 

Quae spes, si fallas^ ardeat intus aqua? 
Nee doctas magno rixas ostentat hiatu, 

Quis ipsis major febribus ardor inest. 
Innocua^ placide corpus jubpt urere flaminasj» 

£i justo rapidof temperat igqe focos. 
Quid febrim exstinguat, varius quid postulat yisus^ 

Solari aegrotosji qua potes arte, docet. 
Hactenuft ip^a suun? timqil Natura c^lorein, 

Dum ssepe incerto, quo calet, igne perit : 
Dum reparat taeitof male provide sanguinis igaes^ 

Praelusit busto, fit calor iste rogus« 
Jam secura suas foveant prsecordta fiammas. 

Quern Natura negat, dat Medicina modan. 
Nee solum fiiciles compescit sanguinis aestus, 
' Dum-dubia est inter spem^ue mettitmque salus $ . 
Sed &ta|e hialum domuit, quodque astra malignooi 

Credimus, iratam vel genuisse Sty gem » 
Extorsit Lachesi cultros, Pestique venenum 

Abstulit, & tahtos non sinit esse metus. 
Quis tandetn arte nova domitam roitescere Pestem 

Credat, & antiquas ponere posse minas ? 
Post tot millfi necesy cumulataque funera bu8t9| 

Victajacet, parvo vulnere, diraLues 
JEthenas quanquam spargunt contagia flamm9> 

Quicquid inest istis ignibus, ignis erit. 
Delapsse coelo flammae licet acrius urant. 

Has gelida exstingui non nisi morte putas ? 
Tu meliora paras victdx Medicina ; tuusque, 

Pestis quae superat cuncta, triumphus eris. 
''Vive liber, victis febrilibus ignibus ; unus 

Te simul ftmundum qm'manet,. ignis erit. . . 

J. LOCKi A. M. £x. Aed€ Chrisu, Oxoa. 
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reason to doubt; considering too, how much i$ 
a^inst it i priori.''* . ' ' 

We sauntered after dinner in Sir Alexander's gar- 
den, and saw his Jittle gfotto, which is hung with 
pieces of poetry written in a fair hand. It was 
agreeable to observe tbfB contentment and kindness 
, pf this quiet, benevolent man. Professor Macleod 
was brother to Macleod of Talisker, and brother- 
in-law to the Laird of Col. He gave me a letter to 
young Col. I was weary of this day, and began tp 
think 'wishfully of being again in motion. I was 
uneasy to think myself too fastidious, whilst I fancied 
Dr« Johnson quite satisfied. But he owned to me 
that he was fatigued and teased by Sir Alexander's 
doing.too much to entertain him. I said, it was all 
kindness.— ^Johnson. " True, sir ; but sensation is 
sensation." — ^Boswell. " It is so : we feel pain 
equally from the surgeon's probe, as from the sword 
of the' foe." 

We visited two booksellers* shops, and could not 
find Arthur Johnson's Poems. We went and sat 
near an hour at Mr. Riddoch's. He could not tell 
distinctly how much education at the college 
here costs, which disgusted Dr. Johnson. I had 
pledged myself that we should go to the inn, and 
not stay supper. They pressed us, but he wa$ 
resolute. I saw Mr. Riddoch did not please him. 
He said to me, afterwards, •' Sir, he has no vigour 
in his talk." But my friend should have considered 
that he himself was not in jgood humour ; so that it 
was not easy to talk to his satisfaction. We sat 
contentedly at our inn. He then became merry, 
and observed how little we had eith^jr heard or said 

o 2 
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at Aberdeen: that the Aberdonians had not started 
a single maw kin (the Scottish word for hare) for us 
to pursue, 

I V 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24* 

We set out about eight ' in the morning, and 
breakfasted at Ellon. The landlady said to me, 
** Is not this the great Doctor that is going about 
through the country ?" — I said, " Yes/' — " Ay, 
(said she,) we heard of him. I made an errand into 
the room on purpose to see him. There's somo^ 
thing great in his appearance : it is a pleasure to 
have such a man in one's house ; a man who does 
so much good. If I had thought of it, I would 
have shewn him a child of mine, who has had a lump 
on his throat for some time." — " But, (said I,) he 
is not a doctor of physick." — ** Is he an oculist?" 
said the landlord.—" No, (said I,) he is only a 
very learned man." — Landlord. " They say he is 
the greatest man in England, except Lord Mans- 
field." — Dr. Johnson was highly entertained with 
this, and I do think he was pleased too. He said^ 
** I like the exception : to have called me the great-^ 
est man in England, would have been an nnmean- 
ing compliment : but the exception marked that the 
praise was in earnest ; and, in Scotland, the excep- 
tion must be Lord Mansfield, or— -Sir John Pringle^^ 

He told me a good story of Dr. Goldsmith. Gra- 
ham, who wrote Telemachus, a Masque," was 
sitting one night with him and Dr. Johnson, and 
was half drunk. He rattled away to Dr. Johnson : 
*^ You arc a clever fellow, to be sure; but, you 
cannot write an essay like Addison, or verses like 



I 

\ 
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ttiie Rapb op the Lock.*' At last he said*. Doctor y 
I should be happy to see you at Eaton.*' — ^* I shall 
be glad to wait on you," answered Goldsmith. 
-— *^ No, (said Graham,) 'tis not you I mean. Dr. 
Minor; 'tis Doctor Major ^ there." — Goldsmith was 
excessively hurt by this. He afterwards spoke of 
it himself. " Graham, (said he,) is a fellow to 
make one commit suicide." 

We had received a polite invitation to Slains castk.' 
We arrived there just at three o'clock, as the bell 
for dinner was ringing. Though, from its being 
just on the North-east Ocean, no trees will grow 
here. Lord Errol has done all that can be done. 
He has cultivated his fields so as to bear rich crops 
of every kind, and he has made an excellent kitchen- 
garden, with a hot-house. I had never seen any 
of the family: but there had been a card of invita- 
tion written by the honourable Charles Boyd, the 
carl's brother. We were conducted into the house, 
and at the dining> room door were met by that gen- 
tleman, whom both of us at first took to be Lord 
Errol ; but he soon corrected our mistake. My 
Lord was gone to dine in the neighbourhood, at au 
entertainment given by Mr. Irvine of Drum. Lady 
Errol received us politely, and was very attentive 
to us during the time of dinner. There was nobody 
at table but her ladyship, Mr. Boyd, and some of 
the children, their governor and governess. Mr. 
Boyd put Dr. Johnson in mind of having dined with 

' * I am sure I have related this story exactly as Dr. Johnson told 
it to me; but a friend who has often heard him tell it, informs me 
that he usually introduced a circumstance which ought not to be 
omitted. " At Fast, sir, Graham, having novi^ got to about the 
pitch of looking at o|ie roan, and talking to another, said Doctor, &c» 
*' What effect (Dr. Johnson used to add) this had pn Goldsmith, who 
was as irospiblc as a hornet, may be easily to^cciv?d/' 
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him at Gumming the Quaker's, alongVith a Mr. Hall 
and Miss Williams : this was a bond of cotinectiori 
between them; For me, Mr. Boyd's acquaintance 
with my father was enough. After dinner, Lady 
Errol favoured us with a sight of her yourtg family, 
whom she made stand up in a row. Tb^re' were six 
daughters and two sons. It was a very pleasing sight. 
Dr. Johnson proposed our setting out. Mr. 
Boyd said, he hoped we would stay all night ; his 
brother would be at home in the evening, andf 
would be very sorry if he missed us. Mr. Boyd 
was called put of the room. I was very desirotrs to 
stay in so comfortable a house, and I wished to see 
Lord Errol. Dr. Johnson, however, was right in 
resolving to go, if we were not asked again, as it is 
best to err on the safe side in such cases, and to be 
sure that one i-s quite welcome. To my. great joy, 
when Mr. Boyd returned, he told Dr. Johnson that 
it was lady Errol who had called him out, and said 
that she would never let Dr. Johnson into the house 
again, if he went awsiy that night; and that she had 
Ordered the coach, to carry us to see a great curi- 
ositv on the coast, after which we should see the 
' house. We cheerfully agreed. 
- Mr. Boyd was engaged, in 1/45-6, on the sanie 
side with many unfortunate mistaketi noblemen and 
gentlemen. He escaped, and lay concealed for a 
year in the island of Arran, the ancient territory of 
the Boyds. He then went to France, and was about 
twenty years on the continent. He married a 
French Lady, and now lived very comfortably at 
Aberdeen, and was much at Slains castle. He en- 
' lertained us with great civility. He had a pom* 
pousncss of formal plenitude in his conversation. 
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whicli I did not dislikd Dr. Johnson ^td, '^ there 
was too much elaboration in his talk/*^ It gave tn^ 
{)Ieatdure to see him, a steady branch of the family^ 
setting forth all its adraintages with much ttsA. He 
told us that Lady Errol was one of the most pious 
and sensible women in the island ; had a good head, 
tod as good a heart. He said, she did not use force 
or fear in educating her children. — ^JoHn^on. *^ Sir^ 
she is wrong ; I would rather have the rod to be th^ 
general terror to all, to make them leam^ than tell 
a child if you do thus or thus, you will be mord 
edteemed than your brothers or sisters. The rod 
produces an effect which terminates in itself. A 
child is afrslid of being whipped^ and gets his task> 
and there's an end on*t ; whereas, by exciting emu^ 
Ution, and comparisons of superiority, you lay the 
foundation of lasting mischief; you make brothers 
and sisters hate each other.** 

Doring Mr. Boyd*s stay in Arran, he had found 
A chest of medical books, left by a surgeon there, 
and had read them till be acquired some skill in 
physick, in consequence of which he is often con-* 
sulted by the poor. There were several here waiting 
for h'im as patients. We walked round the house 
tiU stopped by a cut made by the inrflux of the sea. 
Thfe house is built quite upon the shore ; the window^ 
look upon the main ocean, and the King of Denmark 
is Lord ErroFs nearest neighbour on the north-east. 

We got immediately into the coach, and drove 
J)unbui^ 2L rock near the shore, quite covered with 
aea-fdwls ; then to a circular basoti of large extent^ 
torroqnded with tremendous rocks. On the Quarter 
j^tyfi tjb^ sea^ there is a high arch in the rock, whicl^ 
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the force of the tempest has driven out. This place 
is called BuckarCs Butler ^ or the Buller of Buchan, 
and the country people call it the Pot. - Mr. Boyd 
said it was so called from the French Bouloir. It may 
be more simply traced from Boiler in our own 
language. We walked round this monstrous caul- 
dron* In spme places, the rock is very narrow ; and 
on each side there is a sea deep enough for a man of 
war to ride in ; so that it is somewhat horrid to 
move along. However, there is earth and grass 
upon the rock, and a kind of road marked out by 
the priqt of feet ; so that one makes it out pretty 
safely : yet it alarmed me to see Dr. Johnson strid- 
ing irregularly along. He -insisted on taking a boat, 
and .sailing into the Pot. We did so. He was 
stout, and wonderfully alert. The Buchan-raen 
all shewing their teeth, and speaking with that 
strange sharp acceat which distinguishes them, was 
to me a matter of curiosity. He was not sensible 
of the difference of pronunciation in the South, and 
North of Scotland, which I wondered at. 

As the entry into the Buller is so narrow that oars 
cannot be used as yx>u go in, the method taken is, 
to row very hard when you come near it, and give 
the boat such a rapidity of motion that it glides in; 
■Dr. Johnson observed what an effect this scene would 
have bad, were we entering into an unknown place. 
There are caves of considerable depth ; I think, 
one on each side. The boatmen had never entered 
either of theip far enough to know the size. Mr. 
Boyd told us that it is custpmary for the company 
at Peferhead well, to make parties, and come and 
^jpe in ope pf the paves here. 
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He told us^ that^ as Slains is at a considerable 
distance from Aberdeen, Lord Errol, who has a 
very large family, resolved to have a surgeon of his 
own. With this view he educated One of hi? te- 
nant's sons, who is now settled in a very neat house 
and farm just by, which we saw from the road. By 
the salary which the earl allows him, and the prac- 
tice which he has had, . he is in very easy circum- 
stances. He had kept an exact account of all that 
had been laid out on his education, and he came to 
his lordship one day, and told him that he had arriv- 
ed at a much higher situation than ever he expected ; 
that he was now able to pay what his lordship had 
adv:inced, and begged he would accept of it. The 
earl was pleased with the generous gratitude and 
genteel offer of the man ; but refused it. — Mr. 
Boyd also told us. Gumming the Quaker first began 
to distinguish himself, by writing against Dr. Leech- 
man on Prayer,' to prove it unnecessary, as God 
knows best what should be, and will order it with- 
out our asking : — the old hackneyed objection. 

When we returned to the house we found coffee 
and tea in the drawing-room. Lady Errol was not 
there, being, as I supposed, engaged with her young 
family. There is a bow-window fronting the sea* 
. Dr. Johnson repeated the ode. Jam satis terris, while 
Mr. Boyd was with his patients. He spoke well in 
favour of entails, to preserve lines of men whom 
mankind are accustomed to reverence. His opinion 
was that so much land should be entailed as that 
families should never fall into contempt, and as 
much left free as to give them all the advantages of 
property in case of any emergency. " If (said he,) 
tbe nobility are suffered to siqk into indigence, tb^y 
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ef coiirse become corrupt ; they are ready to do 
whatefver the king chooses ; therefore it is fit they 
tbould be kept from becoming poor^ unless it is 
fixed that whed they fall below a certetin standard 
of wealth they shall lose their peerages. We know 
the House of Peers have made noble stands, tvhen 
the House of Coralmons durst not. The two last 
years of parliament they da^e not contradict thc^ 
populace.*' 

This room is ornamented with a number of finU 
prints, and with a whole length picture of Lord 
Jitrol, by Sir Joslma Reynolds. This* led Dn 
Jt>hnson and me to talk of our amiable and elegant 
friend, whose pane^yrick be concluded by sayings 
^^Sir Joshu^ Reynolds, sir, is the most invulnerable 
man I know ; the man with whoni if you should 
quarrel, you woufld find the most difficulty how to 
abuse/* 

Dr. Johnson observed, the situation here was the 
Boblest he had ever seen, — ►better than Mount' 
Edgecumbc, reckoned the f^rst in Englasid ; beu 
qause, ^t Mount Edgecumbe, the sea is bomxied 
by land on thfe other side, and^ though there is th^re 
the grandeur of a fleet, there is also the impression 
f>( there being a dock-yard, the circumstances of 
IPrhich are not agreeable. At Slaifis is an excellent 
old house. The noble owner has built of brick, 
along the square in the inside, a gallery, both on 
the first and second story, the house being no 
' liigher } so that he has always a dry walk, and the 
roomg, to which formerly there was no aj^roach 
but through each other, have now all separate en- 
tries from the gallery, which is hung with Ho- 
garth's works^ and other prints. We went ««4 
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jsat a while in the Hhrary. There is a valuably 
immerous coHeetion. It was chiefly made by Mr* 
Falconer, husband to the late Coiintess of Errol in 
het- own right. This earl has added a good many 
modern books. 

AboBt nine' the Earl came hoine. Captain Gor-» 
don of Park was with hini. His lordship put Dr# 
Johnson in mind of their having dined together iii 
London, along with Mr. Beauckrk. I was exceed- 
ingly pleased with Lord Errd. His dignified person 
and agreeable countenance, with the toost unafFected 
affability, give me high satisfaction. ' From perhaps 
a weakness, or, as I rather hope, more fancy and 
warmth of feeling than is quite reasonable, my niind 
.is ever impressed with admiration for persons o( 
high birth, and I could, with the most perfect 
honesty, expatiate on Lord Errol's good qualities ; 
but he stands in no need of my praise. His agree- 
ible manners and softness of address prevented that 
constraint which the idea of his being Lord High 
Constable of Scotland might otherwise have occasi- 
oned. He talked very easily and sensibly with hiaf 
learned guest. I observed that Dr. Johnson^ 
though he shewed that respect to his lordship, which^ 
from principle, he always does to high rank, yet, 
when they came to argument, maintained that man- 
liness which becomes the force and vigour of hi« un- 
derstanding; To shew external deference to our - 
superiors, is proper : to seem to yield to them in 
opinion, is meanness ^. The earl said grace, both 

* Lord Chesterfield, m his letters t.o . his son, complains of one 
yfho argued in an indiscriminate manner with men of all ranks. 
Probably the noble lord had felt with' some uneasiness what it was to 
encounter stronger abilities than his own. If a peer will ei^j^e ai 
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before and after supper, with much' decency. He 
told us a story of a man who was executed at Perth, 
some years ago^ for murdering a woman who was 
with child by him, and a former child he had by 
her. His hand was cut off : he was then pulled up ; 
but the rope broke, and he was forced to lie an hour 
on the ground, till another rope was brought from 
Perth, the execution being in a wood at some dis- 
tance, — at the place where the murders were com- 
mitted, " There, (said my lord,) / see, the hand of 
Providence J** — I was really happy here, I saw in 
this nobleman the best dispositions and best princi- 
ples ; and I saw him, in my minds eye, to be the 
representative of the ancient Boyds of Kilmarnock. 
I was afraid he might have urged drinking, as, I 
believe, he used formerly to do, but he drank port 
and water out of a large glass himself, and let us 
do as we pleased. He went with us to our rooms 
at night ; said, he took the visit very kindly ; and 
told me, my father and he were very old acquain-* 

ioils with his inferior in station, he must expect that his inferior in 
station will avail himself of every advantage; otherwise it is not a 
feir trial of strength and skill. The same will hold in a contest of 
season, or of wit.— *A certain king entered the lists of genius with 
Voltaire, The consequence was, that, though the kins; had great and 
brilliant talents, Voltaire had such a superiority that his majesty 
could not hear it; and the- poet was dismiss^, or escaped, from that 
court.->^In the reign, of James I. of England, Crichton, Lord San<« 
i^ahar, a peer of Scotland, from a. vain ambition to excel a fencings, 
master in his own art, played at rapier and dagger with him. The 
fencing-master, whose fame and bread were at stake, put out one of 
his lordship*^ eyes. Exasperated at this. Lord Sanquhar hired rufii* 
ans, and had the feacing-master assassinated ; for which his lordship 
was capitally tried, condemned, and hanged. Not being a peer of 
England, he was tried by the name of Robert Crichton, Esq ; but 
he was admitted to he a baron of three hundred- years standing.— Se^ 
the State Trials ; and the History of England by Hume, who ap- 
plauds the impartial justice eT^eciited upon a m^n of high rank. 
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tance ;-^that I now knew the way to Slains^ and 
he hoped to see me there again. 

I had a most elegant room ; but there was a fire 
in it which blazed ; and the sea, to which my 
windows looked, roared ; and the pillows were 
made of the feathers of some sea-fowl, which had 
to me a disagreeable smell ; so that, by all these 
causes, I was kept awake a good while. I saw, in 
imagination. Lord Errol's Father, Lord Kilmar- 
nock, (who was beheaded on Tower-hill in 1746,) 
and I was somewhat dreary. But the thought did 
not last long, and I fell asleep. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25. 

We got up between seven and eight, and found 
Mr. Boyd in the. dining-room, with tea and coffee 
before him, to give us breakfast. We were in an, 
admirable humour. Lady Errol had given each 
of us a copy of an ode by Beattie, on the birth of 
her son. Lord Hay. Mr. Boyd asked Dr. John- 
son how he liked it. Dr. Johnson, who did not ad- 
mire it, got off very well, by taking it out, and read- 
ing the second and third stanzas of it with much 
melody. This, without his saying a word, pleased 
Mr. Boyd. He observed, however, to Dr. John- 
son, that the expression as to the family of Errol, 

'* A thousand years have seen it shine.'* 

compared with what went before, vws an anti- 
climax, and that it would have been better 

Ages have seen^ &:c. 

Dr. Johnson said, " So great sl number as a thou- 
sand is better. Dolus latet in universalibus. Ages 
might be only two ages.'* — He talked of the advan- 
tage of keeping up the connections of relationship^ 
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which produce much kindness." " Every man (said 
lie,) who comes into the world, has need of friends* 
If he has to get them for himself, half his life is 
spent, before his merit' is known. Relations are 
a man*s ready friends who support him. When a 
man is in real distress, he flies into the arms of his 
relations. An old lawyer, who had much experi- 
ence in making wills, told me, that after people 
liad deliberated long, and thought of many for 
their executors, they settled at last by fixing ott 
their relations. This shews the universality of the 
principle." 

I regretted the decay of respect for men of 
family, and that a Nabob now would carry an elec- 
tion from them^— Johnson. *' Why, sir, the Na- 
bob will carry it by means of his wealth, in a coun- 
try where money is highly valued, . as it must be 
where nothing can be had without money j but, if 
It comes to personal preference, the man of family 
trill always carry it. ^There is generally a scoun^ 
drelism about a low man." — Mr. Boyd said, that 
was a good ism» 

I said, I believed mankind were happier in the 
ancient feudal state of subordination, than they are 
in the modern state of independency, — Johnson* 
•^ To be sure, the Chief wdLs: but we must think 
of the number of individuals. That ikey were less 
happyj seems plain ; for the state from which all 
escape as soon as they can, and to which none re- 
turn after they have left it, ^ust be less happy ; 
and this is the case with the state of dependance otk 
a chief or great man." 

I mentioned the happiness of the French in their 
imhordination^ by the reciprocal benevolence and 
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altachment between the great and those in lower 
rank. — Mr. Boyd gave us an instanee of their gen^ 
tiemanly spirit. An old Chevalier de Malthe, of 
ancient noblesse, but in low circumstances, was ill 
a coffee-house at Paris, where was Julien, the great 
Manufacturer at the Gobelins, of the fine tapestry^ 
so much distinguished both for the figures and the 
colours. The chevalier's carriage was very old. 
Says Julien, with a plebeian insolence^ *^ I think 
sir, you had better have your carriage new painted/' 
The chevalier looked at him with indignant con^ 
tempt, and answer^, ** Well, sir, you may take 
it home and dye it l'*--rAll the coffee-house rejoiced 
at Julien's confusion . 

We set out about nine. Dr. Johnson was curipua 
to see one of those structures which northern anti- 
quarians call a Druid's temple. I had a recoUec-^ 
tion of one at Strichen ; which I had seen fifteea 
years ago ; so we went four miles out of our road^ 
after passing Old Deer, and went thither. Mr. 
Fraser, the proprietor, was at home, and shewed it 
to us. 'But I had augmented it in my mind; for 
all that remains is two stones set up on end, with 
a long one laid upon them, as was usual, and one 
stone at a little distance from them. That stone 
was the capital one of the circle which surrounded 
wl^at ftQW re?nains» Mr. Fraser was very hospitable*. 



^ He is the worthy son of a worthy &ther, the late Lovd StrU 
fihen^ one of our judges, to whose kind notice I was much obliged. 
Lord Strichen was a man not only honest, but high)y generous ; for 
after his succession to the family estate, he paid a large sum of debts 
contracted by his predecessor, which he was not under any obU«* 
gation to pay. Let me here, for the credit of 'Ayrshire, my own 
eoan^^ record a noble instance of liberal honesty ia William MuickU 
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There was a fair at Strichen ; and he had several of 
his neighbours from it at dinner. One of them^ 
Dr. Fraser, who had been in the army, remembered 
to have seen Dr. Johnson at a lecture on experi- 
mental philosophy, at Lichfield. The doctor recol- 
lected being at the lecture ; and he was surprised to 
find here somebody who knew hirti. 

Mr. Fraser sent a servant to conduct us by a 
short passage into the high-road. I observed to Dr. 
Johnson, that I had a most disagreeable notion of 
the life of country gentlemen ; that I left Mr. Fra* 
ser just now, as one leaves a prisoner in a jail.— i- 
Dr. Johnson said, that I was right in thinking them 
unhappy ; for that they had not enough to keep 
their minds in motion. 

I started a thought this afternoon which amused 
us a great part of the way. ** If, (said I,) our club 
should come and set up in St. Andrews, as a col- 
lege, to teach all that each of us can, in the several 
departments of learning and taste, we should rebuild 
the city : we should draw, a wonderful concourse 
of students." — Dr. Johnson entered fully into the 
spirit of this project. We immediately fell to dis- 
tributing the offices. I was to teach Civil and 

^on, drover^ in Lanehead, Ki/iey who formerly obtained a full dis- 
charge from his creditors upon a composition of his debts ; but 
upon being restored to good circumstances^ invited his creditors last 
ivinter to a dinner, without telling the reason, and paid them their 
full sums, principal and interest. They presented him with a piece of 
plate, with an inscription to commemorate this extraordinary instance 
of true worth ; which should make some people in Scotland blush, 
tvhile, though mean themselves, they strut about under the protec- 
tion of great alliancey conscious of the wretchedness of numbers 
who have lost by them, to whom they never think of making repafa*- 
tion, but indulge themselves and t|)eir families in most unsuitable 
ttKpeQce» - . / 



TO TUt HEBRtDES. ft 

Scotch law ; Burke^ politicks iknd eloquence! 3 
Garrick^ the art of publick speaking; JjangtQty 
was to be our Grecian^ Cohnau our Latiti professor } 
Nugent to teach physick; hofd Charlemont, mo-^ 
dern history ; Beauclerk natural philosophy ; Vesey^ 
Irish antiquities, orCeltick learning*; Jones, Oriental 
learning; Goldsmith, poetry and ancient history 1 
Chamier, commercial politicks ; Reynolds, paintings 
and the arts which have beauty for their object ^ 
Chambers, the law of England. Dr. Johnson at 
first said, ** Til trust theology to nobody but my- 
self/* But, upon due consideration, that Percy is 
a clergyman, it was agreed that Percy should teach 
practical divinity and British antiquities ; Dr, John-* 
son himself, logick, metaphysicks and scholastic); 
divinity. In this manner did we amuse ourselves ; 
*-— each suggesting^ and each varying or adding^ 
till the whole was adjusted. Dr. Johnson said, wc 
only wanted a mathematician since Dypr died, wh^ 
was a very good one ; but as to every thing else, 
we should have a very capital university -f-* 

* Since the first edition, it h^s been sug^tCMl by one ef th$ iioh, 
vfho knew Mr. Vesey better tb^u Dr. Johnson and I> that we di||l 
not assign him a proper place | for he was quite unskilled in Irisbi 
antiquities and Celtick learnings but might with propriety have be^ 
made professor of architecture, which he understood we)!, and has 
left a very good specimen of hi^ knoVvIedge and taste in that ^rt, by 
an elegant house built on a plan of his own formation, at Lucan, 
a few miles from Dublin. 

f Our Club, originally at the Turk*9 Head, Gerrard-street, then 
at Prince's, Sackville-street, now at Biaxter's^ Dover-street, which at 
Mr. Garrick^s funeral acquired a name for the first time, and was 
called The Literary Club, was instituted in 1764, and now con« 
cists of thirty-five members. It has, since 1773, been greaUy aug<« 
mented; and though Dr. Johnson with justice observed, that, by 
losing Goldsmith, Garrick, Nugent* Qiaraier, Beauclerk, we had 
lost what would make an eminent club, yet when I mentioned,^ as aA 
accessioDj Mt. Tqx, Pr. Geprgie Foriy^ $rc Qharics Bu^bury 

H 
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. • ' ' ' ' . 

We got at night to -BanifF. I sent Joseph on to 
Dtiff-hoitse; but Earl Fife was not at home, which 
I regretted much, as we should have had a very 
elegant reception from his lordship. We found 
here but an indifferent inn*. Dr. Johnson wrote 
a long letter to Mrs. Thrale. I wondered to see 
him write so much so easily. He verified his own 
doctrine that ^* a man may always write when he 
will set himself doggedly to it." 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26. 

We got a fresh chaise here, a very good one, 
and very good horses. We breakfasted at CuUen, 
They set down dried haddocks broiled, along with 
our tea. I ate one ; but Dr. Johnson was disgusted 
by the sight of them, so they were removed. Cul- 
len has a comfortable appearance, though but a 
very small town, and the^ houses mostly poor build- 
ings. 

Lord Ossoiy^ Mr. Gibbon, Dr. Adam Smith, Mr. R. B. Shei[idaD9 
the Bishops of Kilaloe and St. Asaph, £^n Marley, Mr. Stee*- 
Tens, Mr« Ounningr Sir Joseph Banks, Dr. Scott of the Comroons, 
Earl Spencer, Mr. Windham of Norfolk, Lord Elliott, Mr. Ma- 
lonc. Dr. Joseph Warton, the Rev. Thomas Warton, Lord Lucao, 
Mr. Burke junior. Lord Palmerston, Dt. Bumey, Sir Williaai 
Hamilton, and Dr. Warren, it will be acknowledged that we 
might establish a second university of high reputation. 

* Here, unluckily the windows had no pullies; and Dt. John- 
son, who was constantly eager for fresh air, had much struggling 
to get one of them kept open. Thus he had a notion impressed 
upon him, that this wretched defect was ^neral m Scotland ; in 
consequence of which he has erroneously enlarged upon it in his 
*' Journey.'* I regretted that he did not allow me to read over his 
book before it was printed. I should have changed very little j bat 
I should have suggested an alteration in a few places where be has 
laid himself open to be attacked. I hope I should have prevailed 
with him to omit or soften his assertion, that ** a Scotsman must 
be a sturdy moralist, who does not prefer Scotland to truth,**— ^ 
for I really think it is not fo&nded ; and it is harshly said* 
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I called on Mr. Robertson, whd hA% the charge 
of Lord Firidlater's affairs^ and was formerly Lord 
Monboddo's clerk, was three times in France with 
him, and translated Condamine's Account of the. 
Savage Girl, to which his lordship wrote a preftice> 
containing several remaiisLS of his own. Robertson 
said, he did not believe so much as his lordship 
did; that it was plain to. him, the girl confounded 
what she imagined with what she remembered : " 
that, besides, she perceived Condamine and Lord 
Monboddo forming theories, and sh^ adapted her 
story to them* ' 

Dr. Johnson said, '* It is a pity to see Lord 
Monboddo publish such notions as he has done ; a 
man of sense, and of so much elegant learning. 
There would be little in a fool doing it ; we should 
only laugh ; but when a wise man does it, we 
are sorry. Other people have strange no- 
tions ; but they conceal them. If they have tails, 
they hide them ; but Monboodo is as jealous of hia 
tail as a squirrel." — I shall here put down some 
more remarks of Dr. Johnson's on Lprd Monboddo, 
which were not made exactly at this time, but come 
in well from connection. He said, he did not ap- 
prove of a judge's calling himself Farwier Burnett *, 
and going about with a little round hat. He laugh- 
ed heartily at his lordship's saying he was an enthu" 
^iastical farmer ; " for, ^said he,) what can he do 

•it is the custom in Scotland for the judges of the Court of 
Session to hkvt the title of lords, from their estates; thus Mr. 
fiumett is Lord Monboddo, as Mr. Home was Lord K(^mes, There 
is something a Jittlc aulcward in this ; for they are deuominated in 
deeds by their names, with the addition of " one of the Senators of 
the College of Justice ;" and subscribe iheir christian and sur-nvncs, 
as Jdmes Burnett^ Henry Home, even in judicial acu. 

Ha. 

- ^ >' '' •• ;.\ *k 
' / ^_/ o .j&_ *^> * jf 
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in farming by his enthusiasm t* Here, howeTer, 
I think Dr. Johnson mistaken* He who wishes to 
be successful, or happy, ought to be enthusiastical, 
that is to say, very keen in all the occupations or 
diversions of life. An ordinary gentleman-faroier 
will be satisfied with looking at his fields once or twice 
« day : an enthusiastical farmer will be constantly 
employed on them ;«--'Will have his mind earnestly 
engaged; will talk perpetually of them. But I%*. 
Johnson has much of the' m/ admirari in smaller 
concerns. That survey of life which gave birth to his 
Vanity of Human Wishes early sobered his mind. 
Besides^ so great a mind as his cannot be moved by 
inferior objects : an elephant does not run and skip 
like lesser animals. 

Mr. Robertson sent a servant with us, to shew 
us through Lord Findlater's wood, by which our 
way was shorfened, and we saw some part of his 
domain, which is indeed admirably, laid out. Dr* 
Johnson did not choose to walk through it. He 
always said, that he was not come to Scotland to 
see fine places, of which there were enough in Eng- 
land; but wild objects,— —mountain8/*-r-*-water- 

falls, peculiar manners ; in short, things ifvhich 

he had not seen before. I have a noti(»i that be 
at no time has had mu^sh taste for rural beatities. I 
have myself very little. 

Dr. Johnson said, there was nothing more con^ 
temptible than a country gentleman living beyond 
his income, and every year growing poorer and 
poorer. He spoke strongly of the infiuenfce which 
a man has by being rich. " A man, (said he,) 
who keeps his money, has in reality more use from 
it, than he can have by spending it.'* I observed 
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that thU locked very like a paradox ; but be ex- 
plained it thus : '* If it were certain that a man 
would keep his money locked up for ever, to be 
^re he would have no influence ; but^ as so many 
want money, and he has the power of giving it^ 
and they know not but by gaining his favour they 
may obtain it, the rich man will always have the 
greatest influence. He again who lavishes his money^ 
is lauded at as foolish, and in a great degree with 
justite, considering how much is spent from vanity. 
Even those who partake of a man's hospitality, have 
but a transient kindness for him. If he has not the 
command of money, people know he cannot help 
them, if he would ; whereas the rich man always 
can, if he will, and for the chance of that, will 
have much weight/' — Boswell. *^ But philosophers 
and satirists have all treated a miser a$ contempti- 
ble."* — ^Johnson. " He is so philosophically; but 
not in the practice of life."— j-Boswell. " Let me see 
now : — I do not know the instances of misers in 
England, so as to examine, into their influence.' 
Johnson. " We have had few misers in England.' 
BoswELL. "There was Low then" — Johnson. "Why, 
sir, Lowther, by keeping his money, had the com-* 
mand of the county, which the family has now lost, 
by spending it '^, I take it, he lent a great deal ; 
and that is the way to have influence, and yet pre- 
serve one's wealth. A man may lend his money 
upon very good security, and yet have his debtor 
much under his power.'* — ^Boswell. " No doubt, 

^ 1 do not know what was at this time the state of the parlia- 
mentary interest of the ancient family of Lowther; a f&mily before 
the Conquest i but all the nation kilows it to be very extensive at 
present. A due mixture of severity and kindness, ^economy an^ 
monlficence, characterises its present Representative. 
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sir. He can always distress him for the money ; as 
no man borrows, who is able to pay on demand 
quite conveniently.'* ^ 

We dined at Elgin, 'and saw the noble ruins of 
the cathedral. Though it rained much, Dr. John- 
Son examined them with a most patient attention. 
He could not here feel any abhorrence et the Scot- 
tish reformers, for he had been told by Lord 
Hailes, that it was destroyed before the Reforma- 
tion, by the Lord of Badenoch *, who had a quaf-> 
rel with the bishop. The bishop's house, and 
those of the other clergy, which are still pretty en- 
tire, do not seem to have been proportioned to the 
magnificence of the cathedral, which has been of 
great extent, and had very fine carved work. The 
ground within the walls of the cathedral is employed 
as a burying-place. The family of Gordon have 
their vault here ; but it has nothing grand. 

We passed Gordon Castle -J- this forenoon, which 
has a princely appearance. Fochabers, the neigh- 
bouring village, is a poor place, many of the houses 
being ruinous ; but it is remarkable^ they have vtk 

♦ Nqte» by Lord ffailesf 

** The cathedral of Elgin was burnt by the Lord of Badenoch, 
because the Bishop of Moray had pronounced an award not to his 
liking. The indemnification that the sea obtained, was^ that the 
Lord qf Badenoch stood for three d^ys barefooted at the great 
^ate of the cathedral. The story is in fhe Chartulary of Elgin/* 

f I am not sure whether the duke was at home. But, not having 
the honour of being much known to hts graoe, I could not have pr^ 
sumed to enter his castle^ though to introduce even so celebrated ^ 
stranger. We were at any rate in a hurry to get forward to the wild- 
ocss which we came to see. Perhaps, if this no^Ie family had still 
preserved that sequestered magnificence which they maintained when 
catholicks, corresponding with the Grand Duke of Tuscany, we 
might have been induced to have procured proper letters of introduo» 
tion, and devoted some time to the contempIatioD of v<^nerable supef* 
' iitious state. 
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general orchards well stored with appler trees. Elgin 
has what in England are called piazzas, that run in 
many places on each side of the street. It must 
have been a much better place forinerly. Probably 
it had piazzas all along the town, as I have seen at 
Bologna. I approved ;nuch of such structures in a 
town, on account of their qonveniency in wet 
weather. Dr. Johnson disapproved of them, ^* be- 
cause (said he) it makes the under story of a house 
very dark, which greatly over-balances the conveni- 
ency, when it is considered how small A part of the 
year it rutins ; how few are usually in the street at 
such times ; that many who are might as well be at 
home ; and the little that people suffer, supposing 
them to be as much wet as they commonly are in 
walking a street." 

We fared but ill at our inn here ; and Dr. John- 
son said, this was the first time he had seen a din«< 
ner in Scotland that he could not eat. 

In the afternoon, we drove over the very keath 
where Macbeth met the witches, according to tra« 
dition. Dr. Johnson again solemnly repeated — 

* 

How for is't called to Fores ? What are thes^ 
So wither'df and so wild in their attire ? 
That look not like the inhabitants o* tiie e^rth^ 
And yet are on't ? 

He repeated a good deal more o( l^facheih. His 
recitation was grand and affecting, and as Sir Joshua 
Reynolds has observed to me, had no more tone 
than it should have : it was the better for it. He 
th^n parodied the Jll-hailof the witches to Macbeth, 
addressing himself to me. I had purchased some 
land called Dalblair ; and, as in Scotland it is cus- 
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tomt^y to, distinguish landed men by the name of 
theif estates, I had thus two titles, Dalblair and 
Itoudg 4udhinlech. So my friend, in imitation of 

All bi) Mdcbeth ! hdil io th«6, Thane of Cawdor ! 

* 

condesoendfed to* amuse himself with uttering 

AU bail r)aibl$ir ! hail to Urn, Ldird of Ji^ucbixiladk ! 

We got to Pores at night, and found an adminu 
|)Ie inn. in which pr. Johnson was pleaaed to m»eel 
Urith a landlord who stjled himself '* Wioe-Cdoper, 
from lrO!fpoAf/* 

l-KiDAY, AuaysT 2jr. 

It was dark when he came to Foreft last night i 
so w« did not ^ee what is called King Puncan'a 
monument.— t dhall now mark some gleanings of 
J)r. Johnson's conversation. I spol^e of Leotiidas, 
and said there were some good passages in it.*— 
Johnson. ** Why, you must seek for them.?— He 
said, Paul Whitehead's Manners was a poor per- 
formance.rr-Speaking of Perrick, he told me " he 
)iad a ki^ness for him, and had often said, that if 
his letters had been written by one of a more esta- 
blished name, they wpuld have been thought very 
pretty letters.** 

This morning I introduced the subject of the ori^ 
[in of ^eviL — Johnson. " Moral evil is occasioned 
)y free will, which implies choice between good 
and evil. ^ With all the evil that there is, there is 
no man biit would rather be a free agent, than a 
mpre machipe without the*eyil; and what is h?st 
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for each individual, must be be best for the whole. 
If a man would rather be the machine, I cannot 
argue with him. He is a different being from me.*^ 
— ^BoswELL. *' A man, as a machine, may have 
agreeable sensations ; for instance, he may have 
pleasure in musick.**— Johnson. *• No, sir, he can- 
not have pleasure in musick ; at least no power of 
producing musick ; for he who can produce musick 
may let it alone : he who can play upon a fiddle 
may break it : such a man is not a machine.** Thia 
reasoning satisfied me. It is certain, there cannot 
be a free agent, unless there is the power of being 
evil as well as good. We must take the inherent 
possibilities of things into consideration, in our rea^ 
sonings or conjectures concerning the works of Goi>. 
' We came to Nairn to breakfast. Though a 
eoanty town and a royal burgh, it is a miserable 
place. Over the room were we sat, a girl waa 
spinning wool with a great wheel, land singing an 
Erse song t •^ PU warrant you, (said Dr. Johnson,) 
one of the songs of Ossian.** He then repeated 
these lines ( 

" Verse sweetens toil, however rode the sound. 

'' All at her work the village maiden sings ; 
f* Nor while she turns the giddy wheel around, 

'' Refojven th^ sad vieissitcKle of things.** 

I thought I had heard these lines before. — Johnson. 
^' I fancy not, sir ; for they are in a detached poem^ 
the name of which I do not remember, written by 
one Gif&rd, a parson." 

I expected Mr. Kenneth M'Aulay, the minister 
of Calder^ who published the history of St. Kilda^ 
^ book which Dr. Johnson liked, would have met 

5 



/ - 
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US here^ as I had written to him from Aberdeen* 
But I received a letter from him^ telling me that he 
could not leave home, as he was to administer the 
sacrament the following Sunday^ and earnestly re- 
questing to see us at.his manse. ^^ We^U go/* said 
Dr. Johnson ; which we accordingly did. Mrs. 
M^Aulay received us, and told us her husband was 
in the church distributing tokens*. We arrived 
between twelve and one o'clock^ and it was near 
three before he came to us. 

Dr. Johnson thanked him for his book, and said 
** it was a very pretty piece of topography ." M'Aulay 
did not seem much to mind the compliment. From 
his conversation. Dr. Johnson was persuaded that 
he had not written the book which goes under his 
name. I myself always suspected so ; and I have 
been told it was written by the learned Dr. Johi) 
M^Pherson of Sky, from the materials collected by 
M'Aulay. Dr. Johnson said privately to me, 
*^ ITiere is a combination in it of which M^Aulay 
is not capable." Hoyvever, he was exceedingly 
hospitable ; and, as he obligingly promised us a 
route for our Tour through the Western Isles, we 
agreed to stay with him all night. 

After dinner, we walked to the old castle of 
Calder, (pronounced Cawder) the Thane, of Caw- 
dor's seat. I was sorry that my friend, this " pros* 

♦ In Scotland, there is a great deal of preparation before adinini- 
ttcring the sacrament. The minister of the parish examines the 
people as to their fitness, and to those of whom he approves gives 
little pieces of tin, stamped with the name of the parish, as tokens, 
which they must produce b<;fore receiving it. This is a species of 
priestly power, and sometimes may be abused. I remember a law- 
suit brought by a person against his parish minister, fo( refusuig him 
udmission to that sacred ordinance. 
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perous gentletnan^'* was not there. The did tower 
nust be of great antiquity. There is a draw-bridge, 
«—what has been a moat, — ^and an ancient court* 
There is a hawthorn-tree, which rises like a wooden 
pillar through the rooms of the castle ; for, by a 
strange conceit, the. walls have been built round 
tl. The thickness of the walls^ the small slaunting 
windows, and a great iron door at the entrance on 
the second story as you ascend the stairs, all indicate 
the rude times in which this castle was erected. 
There were here some large venerable trees. 

I was afraid of a quarrel between Dr. Johnson 
and Mr. M^Aulay, «vho talked slightingly of the 
lower English clergy. The Doctor gave him a 
frowning look, and said, i^ This is a day of novel- 
ties ; J have seen old trees in Scotland, and I have 
heard the English clergy treated with disrespect.*' 

I dreaded that a whole evening at Caldermanse 
would be heavy ; however, Mr. Grant, an intelli* 
gent and well-bred minister in the neighbourhood, 
was there,, and assisted us by his conversation. . Dr 
Johnson, talking of hereditary occupations in the 
Highlands, said, " There is no harm in such a 
custom as this ; but it is wrong to enforce it, and 
oblige a man to be a taylor or a smith, because his 
father has been one." This custom, however, is not 
peculiar to our Highlands; it is well known that 
in India a similar practice prevails. 

Mr. M'Aulay began a rhapsody against creeds 
and confessions. Dr. Johnson shewed, that ^' what 
he called imposition^ was only.a voluntary declaration 
of agreement in certain articles of faith, which a 
church has a right to require, just as any other 
society c^n insist on certain rules being observed by 
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it*9 mettibcrs. Nobody is compelled to be of the 
churchy as nobody is codipelled to enter into a 
'seciety.**— This wad a very clear and just view of the 
subject : but, M^ Aalay could not b^ driven oat oC 
his track. Dr* Johnson said^ ** Sir, you ure a bigot 
to laxn^ss.*' 

Mr. M^Aulay and I laid the map of Scotland 
before us; and be pointed out a route for us from 
Inverness, by Fort Augustus, to Glenelg, Sky, 
Mull, Icolmkill, Lorn, and Inverary, which I 
wrote down. As my father was to begin the northern 
circuit about the 1 8th of September) it was necessary 
for us either to make our tour with great expedition, 
so as to get to Auchinleck before he set out, or to 
protract it, so as not to be there till his retam, 
which would be about the 10th of October. By 
M'Aulay's calculation^ we were not to land in 
Xiorn till the 20th of September. I thought 
that the interruptions by bad days, or by occasional 
exciu*sions, might make it ten days later ; and I 
thought too, that we might perhaps go to Benbe^ 
cula, and visit Clanranald, which would take a 
week of itself. 

Dr. Johnson went up with Mr. Grant to the 
library^ which consisted of a tolerable collection ; 
but the Doctor thought it rather a }ady*8 library, 
with some Latin books in it by chaUce, than the 
library of a clergyman. It had only two of the 
Latin fathers, and one of the Greek fathers in 
Latin. I doubted whether Dr. Johnson would be 
present at a Presbyterian prayer. I told Mr. 
M'Aulay so, and said that the Doctor might sit in 
the library while we were at family worship. Mr. 
M'Aulay said, he would omit it, rather than give 
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Dr. Johnson offisnoe : but . I would by no meaifif 
igrte that an neeas of politeness, even to go great 
a man^ ahould prevent what I esteem as one of the 
best pious regulations. I know nothing mort 
beneficial, more comf(»rtable, nK>re agreeable^ tlwii 
that the little societies of each family should regur 
larly asaemble, smd unite in praise and prayer to 
our heavenly Father, from whom we daily receive 
so much good, and may hope for more in a higher 
State of existence. I mentioned to Dr. Johnson 
the over-delicate scrupulosity of our-host. He said^ 
be had no objection to hear the prayer. This was a 
pleasing surprise to me ; for he refused to go and 
hear Principal Robertson preach. " I will hear 
him, (said he,) if he will get up into a tree and 
preach ; but I will not give a sanction, by my pre- 
sence, to a PresbyCerian assembly/* 

Mr. Grant having prayed, Dr. Johnson said, his 
prayer was a very good one; but objected to his not 
having introduced the Lord^s Prayer. He told us, 
that an Italian of some note in London said once 
to him, " We have in our service a prayer called 
the Pattr Noster^ which is a very fine composition. 
I wonder who is the author of it/* — A singular in»- 
stance of ignorance in a man of some literature and 
general inquiry ! 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28. 

Pr. Johnson had brought a Sallust with him in. 
hts pocket from Edinburgh. He gave it last night 
to Mr, M*Aulay*s son^ a smart, young lad about 
eleven years old. Dr Johnson had given an ac^- 
count of the education at Oxford, in all its gradi« 
tions. The advantage of being a servitor to ^ 



no JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

youth of little fbrtane struck Mrs. M'AuIay mucli* 
I observed it aloud. Dr. Johnson very handsomdy 
and kindly said, that, if they would send their 
boy to him, when he was ready for the university, 
he would get him made a servitor, and perhaps 
would do more for him. He could not promise to 
do more ; but Would undertake for the servitor-^ 
•hip ^. 

I should have mentioned that Mr. White, a Welsh- 
man^ who has been many years factor (/. e. steward) 
on the estate of Caldei^ drank tea with us last nighty 
and upon getting a note from Mr. M^Aulay^ asked 
us to his house. We had not time to accept of his 
invitation. He gave us a letter of introduction to 
-Mr. Feme, master of stores at Fort George. He 
shewed it to me. It recommended '* two celebrated 
gentlemen ; no le^s than Dr. Johnson, author of his 
Dictionary, — aad Mr. Boswell, known at Edin- 
burgh by the name of Paoli." — He said he hoped 
I had no objection to what he bad written ; if I had, 
he would alter it. I thought it was a pity to check 
his efTusions, and acquiesced; taking care, however^ 
to seal the letter, that it might not appear that I 
had read it. 

A conversation took place, about saying grace at 
breakfast (as we do in Scotland) as well as at 
dinner and supper ;' in which Dr. Johnson said, '^ It 
is enough if we have stated seasons of prayer ; no 
matter when. A man may as well pray when he 
mounts his horse^ or a woman when she milks her 

* Dr^ Johnson did not neglect what he had undertaken, fiy his 
interest with the Rev. Dr. Adams, master of Pembroke College^ 
Oxford, wher^ he was educated for some time, be cloned a aervkoi-* 
ship for young M'Aulay. But it seems he had other views ^ and I 
beiittve went abroad. 
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fe)W, (which Mr. Grant told us is done in the High- 
lands^) as at meals; and custom is tolSe followed*.** 

We proceeded to Fort George. When we earner 
into the square. I sent a soldier with tiie letter to 
Mr, Feme. He came to us immediately, and along 
with him came Major Brewse of the Engineers, pro- 
nounced Bruce. He said he believed it was originally 
the, same Nornam name with Bruce. That he had 
dined at a house in London, where were three Bruces, 
one of the Irish line, one of the Scottish line, and 
himself of the English line. He said he was shewn it 
in the Herald's office spelt fourteen different ways. 
I told him the different spellings of my name. Dr. 
Johnson observed, that there had been great di&- 
'putes about the spelling of Shakspear's name; at 
last it was thought it would be settled by looking at 
the original copy of his will ; but, upon examining 
it, he was found to have written it himself no leos 
than three different ways. 

Mr. Feme and Major Brewse first carried hs to 

'wait on Sir Eyre Coote, whose regiment, the 37th, 

was lying here, and who then commanded the fort. 

He asked us to dine with him, which we agreed to do. 

Before dinner we examined the fort. The Major 
explained the fortification to us, and Mr. Feme 
gave us an account of the stores. Dr. Jphnsoa 
talked of the proportions of charcoal and salt-petre 
in making gunpowder, of granulating it, and o( 
giving it a glofes. He made a very good figure 
upon these topicks. He said to me afta*ward9> 

• He could not bear to have it thought that. In any instance wh»t« 

'ever, the Scots are more pious than the flngtish. I think grace «• 

proper at breakfast as at any other meal. It is the pleabanteat meal 

^e have. Or. Johnson hat allowed the peculiar merit af kic«kflut io 

Seotknd. 
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that ^* he had talked ostentatiously ^-^Wfi reposed 
ourselves a 'little in Mr. Feme's house. He ha4 
€V|ery thing in neat order as in England; and, a 
tolerable collection of books. I looked into Pen« 
nant's Tour in Scotland^ He says little of thif 
fort ; but that ^^ the barracks, &c. form several 
streets.*' This is aggrandising. Mr. Feme ob-r 
sesvedy if he had said they, form a square^ with 9 
row of buildings before it^ he would have given 9 
juster description. Dr. Johnson remarked^ '^how 
seldom descriptions correspond with realities ; and 
the reason is^ that people do not write them till SQm0 
time after, and then their imagination has added cirf 
•cu*n Stances.** 

We talked of Sir Adolphus Oughton. The 
Major said, he knew a great deal for a niilitary man. 
—Johnson. "Sir, you will find few men, of any 
profession, who; know more. Sir Adolphus is a 
very extraordinary man ; a man of boundless curio^ 
sity and unwearied diligence.'* 

I know not how the Major contrived to introduce 
the contest between Warburton and Lowtb.-^ 
' Johnson. ^^ Warburton kept his temper all along, 
while JLowth was in a passion. Lowth published 
some of Warburton^s letters. Warburton drew him 
on to write some very abusive letters, and then asked 
his leave to publish thetn ; which he knew Lowth 
icould not refuse, after what he had done. So 
that Warburton contrived thgt he should publish, 
apparently with Lowth's consent, what could not 
but shew Lowth in a disadvantageous light*.** 

* Here Dr. Johnson gave im pprt of a conrersaiion held betw«^ 

Ik Gr^t Penoiiage aiid him,, in Uic library at the Queen's Pa^ice^ ia 

t^he CQurf^ of whioh this contest was considered* I hitve been «t gre^t 

pains to get that conversation as perfectly preserved as pebble. It aosv 

perhapt at some future time be given to the publick^ 
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'^ At three the drtim beat for dinneri I, for a 
little while^ fancied myself a military man, and it 
pleased me. We went to Sir Eyre Cdote*j5, at the 
goVet-nour's house, and found him a most gentle^ 
man-like man. ' His lady is a V6ry agreeable 
womany with an uncommonly mild and sweet tone 
of voice* There was a pretty large Company : Mr. 
Fcrne, Major Brewse, and several officers. Sir Eyre 
had come from the East-Indies by land', through the 
Desarts of Arabia. He told us, the Arabs could 
live five days without victuals, and subsist for three 
weeks on nothing else but the blood of their cairjels, 
who could lose so much of it as would suffice for thai 
time, without being exhausted. He highly praised 
the virtue of the Arabs; their fidelity, if they un- 
dertook to conduct any person ; and said, they tvould 
sacrifice their lives rather than let him be robbfed. 
Dr. Johnson, who is always for maintaining the 
superiority of civilized over uncivilised men, said, 
*^ Why, sir, I can see no superiour virtue in this, 
A seijeant and twelve men, who are my guard, will 
die, rather than that I shall be robbed.*'— Colonel' 
Pennington, of the 37th regiment, ^took up the 
argument with a good deal of spirit and ingenuity. 
— Pennikgton. ^* But the soldiers are compelled 
to this by fear of punishment."— Johnson. *' Well, 
sir, the Arabs are compelled by the fear of infamy, ** 
— ^Pennin(»ton. " The soldiers have the same fear 
of infamy, and the fear of punishment besides; so 
have less virtue ; because they act less voluntarily.** 
—Lady Coote observed very well, that it ought to 
be known if there was not, among; the Arabs, some 
punishment for not being faithful on such occasions. 

I 
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We talked of the stage. I observed, tha^t we 
bad ivpt now such a company of actors as in the 
last age ; Wilks, Booth, &c, &c.— ^Johnson. " You 
think so, because there is one who excels all the 
rest so much: you compare them with Garrick, and 
see the deficiency. Garrick's great distinction is his 
universality. He can represent all modes of lifi^ 
but that of an easy 6ne bi*ed gentleman. — Penning- 
ton. *' He ^ould give over playing young parts." 
— JoHNSdN. "He does not take them now; but 
he does not leave off those which he has been used 
to play, because he does them better than any one 
^Ise can do them. If you had generations of actors, 
if they swarmed like bees, the young ones might 
drive off the old, Mrs. Gibber, I think> got more 
leputation than she deserved, as she had a great 
sameness ; though her expression was undoubtedly 
very fine. Mrs. Clive was the best player I ever 
saw. Mrs. Prichard was a very good one ; but she 
had something affected in her manner : I imagine 
she had some player of the former age in her eye^ 
which occasioned it.'' 

Colonel Pennington said, Garrick sometimes 
failed in emphasis ; as for instance, in Hamlet, 

I will speak daggers to her ; but use none, 

instead of 

I will speak daggers to her 5 but mu notie. 

We had a dinner of two complete courses, variety 
of wines, and the regimental band of musick play- 
ing in the square, before the windows, after it. L 
enjoyed this day much* We were quite easy and 
cheerful. Dr. Johnson said, " I shall always re- 
member this fort with gratitude.*^ I could not help 



%t\flg sti^ack wHh sdme a<finirati6n^ at finding upon 
this barren sandy pointy such' buildings^ — such ii 
i)ihner')*^-^isuch ^rdmjpany t it yi^^s like enchahtnient. 
Dr. Johnson; oii the other hand/ said to me mote 
ratibnally, thiat " it did not strike him as any thing 
fextraordinary ; ie^^ause^ he knew, here was a large 
iBum of money expended in building* a fort ; here 
Was a regiment. ' If there had been less than whatt 
we found, it would have' surprizeH him." He looked 
coolly avid deHberdtely through all the gradations : 
my warm imagination jumped from the barren 
sands to the splendid dinner and brilliant company, 
to borrow the ^pression of an absurd poet, 

' ' '* Without ands or ifs, 

^' t l^pt firom off Che sands upon the cliffs :*' 

The whole scenQ gave me a strong impression of th? 
power and excellence of human art. 

We left the fort between six and seven o'clock : 
Sir. Eyre, Coote, Colonel Pennington, and several 
more accompanied us down stairs, and saw us 
into our chaise. , Th^re could not be greater atten'- 
tion p^id to any visitors. Sir Eyre spoke of the 
hardships which Dr« Johnson had hefore him. — Bos« 
WSLi** ^^ Considering what he has said of us, we 
must make hini feel something rough in Scotland.** 
— Sir Eyre ^aid to him, " You must change your 
name, sir/* — Bos well. ^* Ay, to Dr. McGregor.'* 

We got safely to Inverness, and put up at 
Mackenzie's inn. Mr. Keith, the collector of Ex-p 
else here, my old acquaintance at Ayr, who. 
had seen Us at the Fort, visited us in the evening, 
and engaged us to dine with bim next day, 
promising to breakfast with us, and take us to 

x2 



,n« joiuiNAL or K^ rQVK 

the English chapel t so that we wc^e at once wto^ 
modiously arranged. 

Not finding a letter here that I expected, I fdt 
a momentary impatience to be at home. Transient 
clouds darkened my imagination, ', and in those 
clouds I saw events from which' I shrunk; but g 
sentence or two of the Rwibler\ coayersation gave 
me firmness, and I considered that \ was upon an 
expedition for which I had wished for yaars;, and the 
recollection of which would be a treajs^re: to me for 

' SUNDAY, AUGUST ilg. • ■ 

M n Keith breakfasted with us. Dr. Johnson ex* 
patiated rather too strongly upon the benefits de- 
rived to Scotland from the Union, and the bad 
state of our people before it. I am entertained 
with his copious exiaggeration upon that subject; 
but I am uneasy when people aire by, who do not 
know him as well as I do, and inay bfe apt to think 
him narrow-minded*. I therefore diverted the 
sul^ect. ■ . " 

The English chapel, to which we went thia 
morning, was but mean. The altar was a bare 
fir table, with a coarse stool for kheeling on, corer- 
ed with a piece of thick sail-cloth doubled, by way 
of cushion. The congregation was small. -Mr. 
Tait, the clergyman, read prayers very well, though 
with much of the Scotch accent. ^ He preachcKl on 
^* Love your Enemies!'^ It was remarkable that, 
when talking of tfte connections amongst men, he 
said, that some connected themselves with men of 

* It is remarkable Chat Dr. Johnson read thif gentle remonstrance 
and took no notice of U to me. 
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'distinguished talents, and since they could not equal 
them, tried to deck themselves with their merit, by 
being their cqfnpaniops. The sentence was to this 
purpose. It had an odd coincidence with what 
might be said of my connecting myself with Dt. 
Johnson. 

After church we walked down to the Quay, 
We then went to Macbeth*s castle. I had a roman- 
tick satisfaction in seeing Dr. Johnson actually in it. 
It perfectly corresponds with Shakspeafs descrip- 
tion, which Sir Joshua Reynolds has so happily 
illustrated, in one of his notes on our immortal 
poet: 

X 

f ' This castle bath a pleasant seat t the air 
'' Nimbly and sweetly recommends itself 
*' Unto our gentle sense," &c. 

Just as^ we came out of it, a raven perched on 
one of the chimney-tops, and croaked. Then I 
Repeated 

'< T he raven himself is hoarse^ 

*' Thai croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan 
'* Under my battlements.*' 



We dined at Mr. Keith's. Mrs, Keith was 
rather too attentive to Dr. Johnson, asking him 
many questions about his drinking only water. 
He repressed that observation, by saying to mc, 
'* You may remember t^iat Lady Errol took no 
notice of this.'* 

Dr. Johnson has the happy art, (for which I have 
heard my father praise the old Earl of Aberdeen) 
of instructing himself, by making every man he 
fXieets tell him something of what h^ knows best. 
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H^ led Keith to talk to him of the Excise in Scot- 
land, and, in the course of conversaticm, mentioned 
that his friend Mr. Thrale, the great brewjer, paid 
twenty thousand poutids a year to the revenue ; and 
that he^had fcur cask s^ each of which holds sixteen 
hundred barrels, — above a thousand hogsheads. 

After this there was little conversation that de- 
serves to be remembered. I shall therefore here 
again glean what I have omitted on former days. 
Dr. Gerrard, at Aberdeen, told us, that when he 
was in Wales, he was shewn ,a valley inhabited by 
panes, who still retain their own language, and 
are quite a distinct people. Dr. Johnson thought it 
could not be true, or all the kingdom must have 
heard of it. He said to me, as we travelled, ^* these 
people, sir, that Gerrard talks of, may have ^ome« 
what o( 2l peregrinity in their dialect, which relation 
has augmented to a different language." I asked 
him li peregrinity was an English word : he laughe4, 
and said, " No/* I told him this was the second 
time that I had heard him coin a word. Wheu 
Foote broke his leg, I observed that it would make 
him fitter for taking off George Faulkner as Peter 
Par^^graph, poor George having a wooden leg. Dr, 
Johnson at that time said^ ^^ George will rejoice at 
the depeditation of Foote ;^' and when I challenged 
that word, laughed, and owned he had made itj 
and ^dded that he had not made above thr^e or four 
in his dictionary*, 

* When upon the subject of this peregrinity, he tol<J ine soioe par. 
ticulars concerning the compilation of his Dictionary^ and concerning 
his throwing off Lord Chesterfield's patronage, of which very ef-P 
roneous accounts have been clrcul4ted. The^ particulars, witH 
others which he afterwards gave me^-'n^s also his celebrated letter to 
IjOfd Chesterfield, whieh he dictated to me^ I resene for ki^ 
«• LlFB." 
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Having conducted Dr. Johnson to our inn, % 
begged permission to leave him for. a little, that I 
might run about and pay some short visits to seve- 
ral good people of Inverness. He said to me, 
^^You have all the old-fashioned principles, good 
and bad." — I acknowledge I have. That of at- 
tention to relations in the remotest degree, or to 
worthy persons, in every state whom I have once 
known, I inherit from my. father. It gave mt 
much satisfaction to hear every body at Inverness 
apeak of him with uncommon regard, — Mr. Keith 
and Mr. Grant, whom we had seen at Mr. M* Au* 
lay's, supped with us at the inn. We had roasted 
kid, which Dr. Johnson had never tasted before. 
He relished it much. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 30. 

This day we were to begin our equitation, as I 
said ; for / would needs make a word tOo. It is 
remarkable, that my noble, and to me most con- 
stant friend, the Earl of Pembroke, (who, if there 
is too much ease on my part, will please to pardon 
what his benevolent, gay, social intercourse, and 
lively correspondence have insensibly produced,) 
has since hit upon the very same word. The title 
of the first edition of his lordship's very useful book^ 
was, in simple terms, " A Method of breaking 
Horses and teaching Solders to ride." The title of 
the second edition is, *^ Military EauiTATiON.*j 

We might have taken a chaise to Port Augustus, 
but, had we not hired horses at Inverness, we 
should not have found them afterwards : so we re • 
solved to begin here to ride. We had three horses^ 
for Dr^ Johnson, myself^ and Joseph, and one 
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which carried our portmanteaus, and two Highlands 
Brs who walked along with us, John Hay and 
JLaucblaiid Vass, whom Dr. Johnson has rememberer 
ed with credit in his Journey, though he has omitted 
their names. Dr. Johnson rode very well. 

About three miles beyond Inverness, we saw, 
just by the road, a very complete specimen of what 
is called a Druid's temple. There was a double 
circle, one of yery larg(?, the other of smaller 
stones, Df. Johnson justly observed, that, " to 
£o and see one drqidical temple is only to see that it 
is nothing, for there is neither art nqr power in it ; 
^nd seeing one is quite enough/' 

It was a delightful day. Lochqess, and the road 
upon the side of it, shaded with birch trees, anc^ 
the hills above it, pleased us much. The scene 
was as sequestered and agreeably wild as could be 
fi^sired, ^nd for a time engrossed all our attention. 

To see Dr. Jphnson in any new situation is al« 
ways a^ interesting object to me; and, as I saw 
)iim now for |lhe first time on horseback, jaunting 
abbut ^t his ease in quest of pleasure and novelty, 
the very different ocpupations of his former labori^ 
pus life, his admirable productions, his Londjon^ hi3 
fiambler^ &c. &c. immediately presented them-f 
selves to my mind, and the contrast m^de a strong 
impression qn my ipnagination^ 

Wheq we had advanced a good way by the side of 
Lochness, t perceived a )ittle hut, with an gld looking 
woman a( the door of it. I thought here might be a 
scene th^t would amuse Dr* Johnson ; so 1 men-* 
*tioned it to him, *^ Let's go in," said he. We dis-. 
inounted, and we ^nd our guides entered the hut« 
I| lyas 9 wretched littlf hoviel pf earth only, I tfii^k^ 

4 
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^nd for *a windpw had only a small hole, which was 
stopped with a piece of turf, that was taken out oo 
jcasionally to let in light. In the niiddie of the 
room or space which we entered, was a fire of peat, 
the smoke; going out at a hole in the roof. She had 
a pot upon it, with goat*s flesh, boiling. There 
was at one end under the saqie roof, but divided by 
kind of partition made of wattles, a pen or fold 
in which we saw a good many kids. 

Dr. Johnson was curious to know where she 
slept^ I asked one of the guides, who questioned 
her in Erse. She answered with a tone of emotion, 
saying, (as he told us,) she was afraid we wanted to 
go to bed to^ her. This coquetry ^ or whatever it 
may be called, of so wretched a being, was truly 
ludicrous. Dr. Johnson and I afterwards were 
merry upon it. I said it was he who alarmed the 
poor woman's virtue.—*^ No, sir, (said he,) shell 
^y, * there came a wicked young fellow, a wild 
dog, who I believe would have ravished me, had 
there not been with him a grave old gentleman, who 
repressed him : but when he gets out of the sight of 
his tutor, I'll warrant you he'll spare no woman he 
meets, young or old." — ^^ No: sir, (I replied,) shell 
say, * There was a terrible ruffian who would have 
forced me, had it- not been for a civil decent young 
man who, I take it, was an ^ngel sent from heavea 
to protect me." 

Dr. Johnson would not hurt her delicacy, by m- 
ristipg on " seeing her bed chamber," like Jrcher in 
the Beauoc Stratagem. JBut my curiosity was more 
ardent ; I lighted a piece of paper, and went into 
the pjace where the bed was. There was a little 
partition of wicker, rather more neatly done than 
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that for the fold, and close by the wall was a kind 
of bedstead of wood with, heath upon it by way o€ 
bed ! at the foot of which I saw some sort of blank- 
ets or covering rolled up in a heap. The womaB*8 
name was Fraser ; so was her husband's. He was a 
man of eighty. Mr. Fraser of Balnain allows him 
to live in this hut, and keep sixty goats, for taking 
care of his woods, where he then was. They had 
five children, the eldest only thirteen. Two were 
gone to Inverness to buy meal ; the rest were looking 
after the goats. This contented family had' four 
stacks of barley, twenty-four sheaves in each. 
They had a few fowls. We were informed that 
they lived all the spring without meal, upon milk 
and curds and whey alone. What they got for 
their goats, kids, and fowls, maintains them dur- 
ing the rest of the year. 

She asked us to sit down and take a dram. I saw 
one chair. She said she was as happy as any woman 
in Scotland. She could hardly speak any English 
except a few detached words. Dr. Johnson was 
pleased at seeing, for the first time, such a state of 
human life. She asked for snufF. It is her luxury, 
and she uses a great deal. We had none; but 
gave her six pence a piece. , She then brought out 
her whiskey bottle. I tasted it ; as- did Joseph and 
our guides, so I gave her sixpence more. She sent 
us away with many prayers in Erse. 

We dined at a publick house called the GeneraVs 
Hut, from General Wade, who was lodged there 
when he commanded in the North. Near it is the 
meanest parish Kirk I ever saw. It is .a shame it 
should be on a high road. After dinner, we passed 
through a good deal of mountainous country. I 
had known Mr, Trapaud^ the deputy governour of 
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Fort Angnstus, twelve years ago, at a circuit at 
Inverness, where my father was judge. I sent for- 
ward one of our guides, and Joseph, with a card to 
him, that he might know Dr. Johnson and I were 
coming u|!), leaving it to him to invite us or not. It 
was dark when we arrived. The inn was wretched. 
Government ought to build one, or give the resident 
governour an additional salary ; as in the present 
state of things, he must necessarily be put to a great 
cxpence in entertaining travellers. Joseph announced 
to us, when we alighted, that the governour waited 
for us at the gate of the fort. We walked to it^ 
He met us, and with much civility conducted us to 
his house. It was comfortable to find ourselves in 
« well built little square, and a neatly furnished 
liouse, in good company, and with a good supper 
before us ; in short, with all the conveniencies of 
civilized life in the midst of rude mountains, Mr«« 
Trapaud, and the governour's daughter, and her 
husband. Captain Newmarsh, were all most obliging 
and polite. The governour had excellent animd 
spirits, the conversation of a soldier, and somewhat 
of a Frenchman, to which his extraction entitles 
him. He is brother fib General Cyrus Trapaud* 
We passed a very agreeable evening. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST SI. 

The governour has a very good garden. We 
looked at it, and at the rest of the fort, which is but 
small, and may be commanded from a variety of hills 
around. We also looked at the galley or sloop be- 
longing to the fort, which sails upon the Loch, and 
brings what is wanted for the garrison. Captains Urie 
and Darippe, of the iSth regiment of foot, break- 
/lasted with usp They had seryied in America, and 
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entertained £)r. Johnson much with an account of 
the Indians. He said, he could make a very pretty 
book out of them, were he to stay there. Govcr* 
our Trapaud was much struck with Dr. Johnson. 
'* I like to hear him (said he,) it is so majestidc* 
I should be glad to hear him speak in your court.*' 
—-He pressed us to stay dinner ; but I considered 
that we had a rude road before us, which we could 
more easily encounter in the morning, and that it 
was hard to say when we might get up, were we to 
sit down to good entertainment, in good company : 
I therefore begged the governour would excuse us* 
•—Here too, I had another very pleasing proof how 
much my father is regarded. The governour' ex- 
pressed the highest respect for him, and bade mm 
tell him, that, if he would come that way on ths 
^Northern circuit, he would do him all the honours 
pf the garrison. 

Between twelve and one we set out, and travelled 
eleven miles, through a wild country, till we came 
to a house in Glenmorison^ called • Anochy kept by 
a M^i^ueen*^ Our landlord was a sensible fellow ; 
he had learned his grammar^ and Dr. Johnson justly 
observed, that ^^ a man is the better for that as 
long as he lives." There were some books here:> a 
Treatise against Drunkenness, translated from the 
French; a volume oif the Spectator ; a volume of 
Prideaiix's Connection, and Cyrus's Travels, 
McQueen said he had more volumes; and his pride 

» A M'Queen is a Highland mode of ekpression. An Englishman 
'Wtqld uy one M'Queen. But where there are clans or tnhes of men, 
distinguished by patronymick surnames, the individuals of each aCP 
considered as if they were of difiereiit species, atleastas'inuchas nations 
are distinguished j so that a M*Que^, a McDonald, a McLean, is said, 
as we say a i'Venchnian, au ka^i^p* a Spaniard. 
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«eemed to be mcich piqued timt we were surprised at 
his having books. 

Near to this place we had passed a party of soldi* 
ers, under a seijeant's comnumd^ at work upon the 
road. We gave them two shillings to drink. They 
came to our inn, and maxk merry in the barn. We 
went and paid them a visit, Dr. Johnson sayings 
>" Come, let's go and give *em another shilling 
a-piece." We did so ^ and he was saluted ' ** ui 
XtORB^* by all of them. He is really geuerdus^ 
loves influence, and has the way of gaining it. He 
said, ^^ I am quite feudal, sir*'' Here I agree with 
him. I said, 1 regretted I was not the head of a 
clan ; however, though not possessed of such an he* 
reditary advantage, I woiild always endeavour to 
make my tenants follow me. I could not be a patri-^ 
archal chief, but I would be z feudal chief. 

The poor soldiers got too mudi liquor. Some 
of them fought, and left blood upon the spot, and 
cursed whiskey next morning. The house here was 
built of thick turfs, and thatched with thinner 
turfs and heath» It had three rooms in length, and 
a little room which projected. Where we sat> the 
side^walls were wainscotiedy as Dr. Johnson said, 
with wicker, very ni^atly plaited. Our landlord had 
made the whole with his own hands. 

After dinner, McQueen sat by us a while, and 
talked with us. He said, all the Laird of Glen- 
morison's people would bleed for him, if they were 
well used ;■ but that seventy men had gone out of 
the. Glen to' America. That he himself intended to 
go next year; for that tlie rent of his farm^ whicb 
twenty years ago was only five pounds, was now?. 
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raised to twenty pounds.. That he eould pay tfell 
'pounds, and live; but no more. — Dr. Johnson said, 
he wished M^Quieen laird of Glenmorison, and the 
laird to go to America* M' Queen very generously 
aujsweredy he should be s<Mty for it ; for the laird 
4CQuld not shift for htpnself in America as he could 
do* 

I talked of the officers whom we had left to day ; 
iiow much service they had seeny and how tittle they 
got for it, even of fame, — ^Johnson. " Sir» a soldier 
gels AS little as any man can get/* — Boswbli.. 
*^ Groldsmith has acquired more fame than all tht 
officers last war, who were not Generals."— Johnson^, 
.** Why, sic, you will find ten thousand fit to do 
what they did, before you find one who does what 
Goldsmith has done. You must consider, that a 
thing is valued according to its rarity. A pebble 
that paves the street is in itself n>ore useful than Ihe 
diamond upon a lady*6 ^nger/* — I wish our friend 
Goldsmith had heard this. 

I yesterday expressed my wonder that John Hay, 
one of our guides, who had been pressed aboard a 
man of war, did not choose to continue in it longer 
than nine mouths, after which time he got oflT.-^ 
Johnson. *• Why, sir, no man will be a sailor, 
who has contrivance enough to get himself into a 
jail ; for, being in a ship is being in a jail, with the 
chance of being drowned.'* 

We had tea in the afternoon, and our landlord*s 
ilaughter, a modest civil girl, very neatly drest, 
made it for us. She tol^ us, she had been a year 
at Inverness, and learnt ri^adingand writing, sewing, 
knotting, working lace^ and pastry.. Dr« Johnson 
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xhdde her a present o(, a book which he had bought 
at Inverness ♦* . 

The room had some deals laid across the joists, a9 
a kind of ceiling. There were two beds in the 
room, and a woman's gown was hong on a rope to 
make a curtain of separation between them. Joseph 
had sheets, which my wife had sent with us, laid on 
them. We had much hesitation, whether to undress. 
or lie down with our clothes on. I said at last, 
*^ I'll plunge in ! There will be less harbour for 
vermin about me, when I am stripped! — Dr. John- 
sbn said^ he was like one hesitating whether to go 
into the cold bath. At last he resolved too. I ob^ 
served he might serve a campaign. — Johnson. ** I 
could do all that can be done by patience: whether 
I should have strength enough, I know not.**^ — He 
was in excellent humour. To see the Rambler as 
I saw him to-night, was really an amusement. I 
yesterday told him, I was thinking of writing a 

* This book has giv«n rise to much enquiry, which has ended ii| 
ludicrous surprise. Several ladies, wishing to team the kind of read- 
ing which the great and good Dr. Johnson esteemed most fit for a 
young woman^ desired to know what hook he had selected for this 
Highla$id nymph. ^ '* They never adverted, (said he,) that I had no 
choice In the matter. ^ . have said that I presented her with a book 
which I happened to Have about me.'**-And what was this book ?— > 
My readers, prepare your features for merriment. It was Cocker^e 
Arithmetick /—Wherever this was mentioned, there was a loud laugh* 
at which Dr. Johnson, when present, used sometimes to be a liltle 
angry. One day, when we were dining at General Oglethorpe's, 
where we had many a valuable day, 1 ventured to interrogate him. 
*' But, sir, is it not somewhat singular that you should happen to 
have Cocker's Arithmetick about you' on your journey ? What made 
you buy such a book at Inverness"? — He gave me a very sufficient 
answer. *' Why, sir, if you are to have but one book with you upon 
a journey, let it be a book of science. Whon you have read through 
a book of entertainment, you kqow it, and it can do no more for you'f 
bat a book of science is inexhaustible.** 

I 
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poetical letter to him, on his Return from Scotland, 
in the style of Swift's humorous epistle in the charac- 
ter of Mary Gulliver to her husband, Captain Lemtiel 
Gulliver J ort his return to England from the coantrjf? 

of tfee HOU YHNHUMft : 

»' 

*' At early morn I to. the market haste, 
•* Studious in ev*ry thing to please thy taste, 
A curious ^tt^ and sparagrass I chose ^ 
(F6r I reuiember you were fond of those. :) 
. *' Three shillings cost'the first, the last sev*n groats; 
*' Sullen you turn from both, and call for oats.'* 

He laughed, and asked in whose name I would 
write it. I said, in Mrs. Thrale's./ He was angiy. 
^* Sir, if you have any sense of decency or delicacy^ 
you won't tlo that r'-~BoswEX.L. ** Then let it be in 
Gole's, the landlord of the Mitre tavern ; where 
we have so often sat together ."—Johnson* *' Ay, 
that may do." 

After we had offered up our private devotions^ 
and had chatted a little from our beds. Dr. Johnson 
said, " God bless us both, for Jesus Christ's sake"! 
Good night !" — I pronounced " Amev^^* — He . fell 
asleep immediately. I was not so fortunate for a long 
time. I fancied myself bit by innumerable vermin 
under the clothes ; and that a spider was travelling 
from the wainscot towards my mouth. At last I fell- 
into insensibility. 

WEDNXSDAY, SJBFX£MB£|l l^r 

I awaked very early. I began to imagine that 
the landlord, being about to emigrate, might mur- 
der us to get our money, and lay it upon the soldiers 
in the barn. Such groundless fears will arise in the 
mind, before it has resumed its vigour after sleep ! 
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Dr. Johnson had had the same kind of ideas ; for he 
told me afterwards, that he considered so many 
soldiers, having seen us, would be witnesses, should 
any harm be done, and that circumstance, I sup- 
pose, he considered as a security. When I got up, 
I found him sound asleep in his miserable stye, as I 
may call it, with a coloured handkerchief tied round 
his head. With difficulty could I awaken him. 
It reminded me of Henry the Fourth's fine soliloquy 
on sleep ; for there was her^ as uneasy a pallet as the 
poet's imagination could possibly conceive. 

A red coat of the 15th regiment, whether officer, 
or only seijeant, I could not be sure, came to the 
house, in his way to the mountains to shoot deer, 
which it seems the Laird of Glenmorison does not 
binder any body to do. Few, indeed, can do them 
harm. We, had him to breakfast with us. We got 
away about eight. McQueen walked some miles tb 
give us a convoy. He had, in 1745, joined the 
Highland army at Fort Augustus, and continued in 
it till after the battle of Culloden. As he narrated 
the particulars of that ill-advised, but brave attempt, 
I could not refrain from tears. There is a certain 
association of ideas in my mind upon that subject, by 
which I am strongly affi^cted. The very Highland 
jiames, or the sound of a bagpipe, will stir my blood, ' 
and fill me with a mixture of melancholy and respect 
for courage ; with pity for an unfortunate and super- 
stitious regard for antiquity, and thoughtless inclina- 
tion for war ; in short, with a crowd of sensations 
with which sober rationality has nothing to do. 

We passed through Glensheal, with prodigious 
mountains on each side. We saw where the battle 
was fought in the year 1719. Dr. Johnson owned 

K 
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he was now in a scene of as wild nature as he could 
see ; but he corrected me sometimes in my inaccurate 
observations.—" There, (said I,) is a mountain like 
a cone."— Johnson. " No, sir. It would be called 
so in a book ; and when a man comes to look at it, 
he sees it is not so. It is indeed pointed at the top ; 
but one side of it is larger than the other."— Ano- 
ther mountain I called immense. — Johnson. " No; 
it is no more than a considerable protuberance."^ 

We came to a rich green valley, comparatively 
speaking, and stopped a while to let our horses rest 
and eat grass*. We soon afterwards came to Auchna- 
sheal, a kiwd of rural village, a number of cottages 
being built together, as we saw all along in. the High- 
lands. We passed many miles this day without see- 
ing a house, but only little summer-huts, called shiel- 
ings. Even Campbell, servant to Mr. Murchison, 
factor to the Laird of Macleod in Glenelg, ran along 
with us to-day. He was a very obliging fellow. . At 

♦ Dr. Johnson, in his Journey, thus beautifully describes his situa- 
tion here • " I sat down on a bank, such as a writer of romance nught 
have delighted to feign. I had, indeed, no trees to whisper over my 
head ; but a clear rivulet streamed at my feet. The day was calm, 
the air soft, an^ all was rudeness, silence, and solitude. Before me, 
and on either side, were high hills, which, by hindering the eye from 
ringinff, forced the mind to- find entertainment for itself. Whether 
I spent the hour well, I know not 5 for here I first conceived the 
thought of this narration.*'-The Critical Reviewers,' vnih a spirit^ani 
expression worthy of the subject, say,-- We congratulate the pubhck 
on the event with which this quotation concludes, and are fuUy per- 
snadcd that the hour in which the cnterteining traveller conceived this 
narrative will be considered, by every reader of taste as a fortunate 
event in the annals of literature. Were it suitable to the task m which 
we arc at present engaged, to indulge ourselves in a poetical flight, 
we would invoke the winds of the Caledonian mountains to Wow for 
ever with their softest breezes, on the bank where our author reclined, 
and^ request of Flora, that it might be perpetually adorned with the 
gayest and most fragrant productions of the year," 
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Auchnasheal, we sat down on a green turf seat at the 
end of a house ; they brought us out two/wooden 
dishes of milk, which we tasted. One of them was 
frothed like a syllabub. I saw a woman preparing it 
with such a stick as is used for chocolate, and in the 
same manner. We had a considerable circle about 
uSy men, women, and children, all M'Craas, Lord Sea-i 
forth's people. Not one of them could speak Eng- 
glish. I observed to Dr. Johnson, it was much the 
same as being with a tribe of Indians. — Johnson. 
"•Yes, sir; but not so terrifying." I gave all who 
chose it, snufFand tobacco. GovernourTrapaud had 
made us buy a quantity at Fort Augustus, and put 
them up in small parceh. I also gave each person 
a bit of wheat bread, which they had never tasted 
before. I then gave a penny apiece to each child* 
I told Dr. Johnson of this ; upon which he called to 
Joseph and our guides, for change for a shilling, 
and declared that he would distribute among the chiU 
dren. Upon this being announced in Erse, there 
was a great stir ; not only did some children come 
running down from neighbouring huts, but I oh- 
served one black-haired man, who had been with 
us all along, had gone off, and returned, bringing 
a very young child. My fellow traveller then or- 
dered the children to be drawn up in a row ; and he 
dealt about his copper, and made them arid their pa- 
rents all happy. 'The poor M*Craas, whatever may 
be their present state, were of considerable estimation 
in the year 1715, when there was a line in a song, 

And aw the brave M'Craas are coming*. 

• The M'Craas, or Macraes, were since that lime brought into 
fhfr kingl's army^ by the late Lord Seaforth. When ihey lay in £din. 

K 2 ■ 
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There was great diversity in the faces of the cir- 
cle around us: some were as black and wild ia 
their appearance as any American savages whatever. 
One woman was as comely almost as the figure of 
Sappho, as we see it painted. We asked the old 
woman, the mistress of the house where we had the 
milk, (which by the bye. Dr. Johnson told me,, for 
I did not observe it myself, was built not of turf, 
but of stone,) what we should pay. She said, what 
we pleased. One of our guides asked her in Erse, 
if a shilling was enough. She said, "yes." But 
some of the men bade her ask more. This vexed 
me; because it showed a desire to impose upon 
strangers, as they knew that even a shilling was 
high payment. The woman, however, honestly per- 
sisted in her first price ; so I gave her half a crown. 
— ^Thus we had one good scene of life uncommon to 
us. The people were very much pleased, gave u» 
many blessings, and said they had no thad such a day 
since the old Laird of Macleod's time. 

Dr. Johnson was much refreshed by this repast. 

burgh castle in 1778, and were ordered to embark for Jersey* thej 
with a number of other men in the regiment, for different reasons, 
but especially an apprehension that they were to be sold to the East- 
India Company, though enlisted not to be sent out of Great- 
Britain without their own consent, made a determined mutiny, 
and encamped upon the lofty mountain, Arthur*s seat, where ihcy re- 
mained three days and three nights; bidding defiance to all the force iu 
Scotland. At last they came down, and embarked peaceably, having 
obtained formal articles of capitulation, signed by Sir Adolphus 
Oughtou, commander in chief. General Skene, deputy commaiuIer» 
the Duke of Buccleugh, and the Earl of Dunmore, which quieted 
them. Since the secession of the Commons of Rome to the Mons 
Sacer, a more spirited exertion has not been made. 1 gave great 
attention to it from first to last, and have drawn up a particular ac- 
count of it. These brave fellows have since served thtir countiy 
effectually at Jersey, and also in the East- Indies, to which* after being 
better informed, they volunurily agreed to go. 
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He was pleased when I told him he would make a 
good Chief. He said, " Were I a chief, I would 
dress my servants better than myself, and knock a 
fellow down if he looked saucy to a Macdonald in 
rags : but I would not treat men as brutes. I 
would let them know why all of my clan were to 
have attention paid to them. I would tell my upper 
servants why, and make them tell the others." 

We rode on well, till we came to the high moun- 
tain called the Rattakin, by which time both Dr. 
Johnson and the horses were a good deal fatigued. 
It is a terrible steep to climb, notwithstanding the 
road is formed slanting along it ; however, we made 
. it out. On the top of it we met Captain M^Leod 
of Balmenoch (a Dutch officer who had come from 
Sky) riding with his sword slung across him. He 
asked, " Is this Mr. Boswell ?" which was a proof 
that we were expected. Going down the hill on 
the other side was no easy task. As Dr. Johnson 
was a great weight, the two guides agreed that he 
should ride the horses alternately. Hay's were the 
two best, and the Doctor would not ride but upon 
one or other of them, a black or a brown. But 
as Hay complained much after ascending the Rat- 
takin, the Doctor was prevailed with to mount one 
of Vass's greys. As he rode upon it down hill, it 
did not go well ; and he grumbled. I walked on 
a little before, but was excessively entertained with 
the method taken to keep him in good humour. 
Hay led the horse's head, talking to Dr. Johnson 
us ' much as he could ; and (having heard him, in 
the forenoon, express a pastoral pleasure on seeing 
the goats browzing) just when the Doctor was utter- 
ing his displeasure, the fellow cried, with a very 
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Highland accent, *^ See such pretty goats I''* Then 
he whistled^ %uhu ! and made them jump.-^-Little 
did he conceive what Dr. Johnson was. Here now 
was a common ignorant Highland clown, imagining 
that he could divert, as one does a child,-— 
Dr. Samuel Johnson ! — ^The ludicrousness, absurdity^ 
and extraordinary contract between what the fellow 
fancied, and the reality, was truly comick. 

It grew dusky ; and we had a very tedious ride 
for what was called five miles ; but I am sure would 
measure ten. We had no conversation. ' I was 
riding forward to the inn at Glenelg^ on the shore 
opposite to Sky, that I might take proper measures, 
before Dr. Johnson," who was now advancing in 
dreary silence, Hay leading his horse, should arrive, 
,Vass also walked by the side of his horse, and Joseph 
followed behind : as therefore \\e was thus attended, 
and seemed to be in deep meditation, I thought 
^here could be no harm in leaving him for a little 
while. He called me back with a tremendous 
shout, and was really in a passion with me for 
leaving him. I told him my intentions, but he 
was not satisfied, and said, " Do you know^ I 
should as soon have thought of picking a pockety 
as doing so." — Bosweli.. *^ I am diverted with you, 
sir.'' — Johnson. " Sir, I could never be diverted 
with incivility. Doing such a thing, makes one 
lose confidence in him who has done it, as one can- 
not tell what he may do next.'' — His extraordinary 
warmth confounded me so muph, that I justiQed 
myself but lamely to him ; yet my intentioqs were 
not i in proper. I wished to get on, to ^e how we 
were to be lodged, and how we were to get a boat; 
all wl^ich I thoughi I coiild l)est settle myself;^ with* 
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out his having any trouble. To apply vhis great 
mind to minute particulars, is wrongs it is like 
taking an immense balance, such as is kept on 
quays for weighing cargoes of ships, — to weigh a 
guinea. I knew I had neat little scales, which 
would do better; and that his attention to every 
thing which falls in his way, and his uncommon 
desire to be always in the right, would make him 
weigh, if he knew of the particulars : it was right 
therefore for me to weigh them, and let him have 
them only in effect. I however continued to ride 
by him, finding he wished I should do so. 

As \ye passed the barracks at Bemera, I looked at 
them wishfully, as soldiers have always every thing 
in the best order : but there was only a Serjeant 
and a few men there. We came on to the inn at 
Glenelg. There was no provender for our horses ; 
so they were sent to grass, with a man to watch 
them. A maid shewed us up stairs into a room 
damp and dirty, with bare walls, a variety of bad 
smells, a coarse black greasy fir table, and forms of 
the same kind ; and out of a wretched bed started 
a fellow from his sleep, like Edgar in King Lear^ 
'^ Poor Tom's a colder 

This inn was furnished with not a single article 
that we could either eat or drink ; but Mr. Murchi- 
son, factor to the Laird of Macleod in Glenelg, sent 
ns a bottle of rum and some sugar, with a polite 
message, to acquaint us, that he was very sorry 
that he did not hear of us till we had passed his 
house, otherwise he should have insisted on our 
sleeping there that night ; and that, if 'he were not 

* It is amusing to observe the difierent images which^ this being 
presented to Dr. Johnson and me. The Doctor;^ in his Joqrnbt^ 
compares hiai to a Cyclopia , 
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obliged to set out for Inverness early next moming, 
he would have waited upon us.^ — Such extraordinary 
attention from this gentleman, to entire strangers^ 
deserves the most honourable commemoration. 

Our bad accommodation here made me uneasy, 
and almost fretful. Dr. Johnson was calm. I said, 
he was so from vanity. — Johnson. ",No, sir, it is 
from philosophy." — It pleased me to see that the 
gambler could practise so well his own lessons. 

I resumed the subject of my leaving him on the 
road, and endeavoured to defend it better. He 
was still violent upon that head, and said, *^ Sir, 
had you gone on, I was thinking that I should 
have returned with you to Edinburgh, and then have 
parted from you, and never spoken to you more." 

I sent for* fresh hay, with. which we made beds 
for ourselves, each in a room equally miserable. 
Like Wolfe, we had a " choice of difficultiesJ'* 
Dr. Johnson made things easier by comparison. At 
M^^ueen's^ last night, he observed, that few were 
so well lodged in, a ship. To-night he said, we 
were better than if we had been upon the hill. He 
lay down buttoned up in his great coat. I had my 
sheets spread on the hay, and my clothes and great 
coat laid over me, by way of blankets, 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2. 

I had slept ill. Dr. Johnson's anger had affected 
me much. I considered that, without any bad in- 
tention, I might suddenly forfeit his friendship ; and 
was impatient to see him this morning. I told him 
Jhow uneasy he had made me, by what he had said, 
and reminded him of his own remark at Aberdeen, 
upon old friendships being hastily broken off. He 
Qwned he bad spoken to me in a passion ; that be 
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would not have done what he threatened ; and that, 
if he had, he should have been ten times worse than 
I ; that forming intimacies, would indeed be " lim- 
ning the water," were they liable to such sudden 
dissolution ; and he added, *^ Let's think no more 
on't.'* — BoswELL. " Well then, sir, I shall be easy. 
Remember, I am to have fair warning in case of 
any quarrel. You are never to spring a mine upon 
me. It was absurd in me to believe you." — John- 
son. " You deserved about as much, as to believe 
me from night to morning." 

After breakfast, we got into a boat for Sky. It 
rained much when we set off, but deared up as 
we advanced. One of the boatmen, who spoke 
English, said, that a mile at land was two miles at 
sea. I then observed, that from Glenelg to Armi- 
dale in Sky, which was our present course, and is 
called twelve, was only six miles : but this he could 
not understand. " Well, (said Dr. Johnson,) never 
talk to me of the native good sense of the Highland- 
ers. -' Here is a fellow who calls one mile two, and 
yet cannot comprehend that twelve such imaginary 
miles make in truth but six." 

We reached the shore of Armidale before one 
o'clock. Sir Alexander M'Donald came down to 
receive us. He and his lady, (formerly Miss Bos- 
ville of Yorshire,) were then in a house built by a 
tenant at this place, which is in the district of Slate, 
the family mansion here having been burned in Sir 
Donald Macdonald's time. 

The most ancient seat of the chief of the Mac- 
donalds in the isle of Sky was at Duntulm, where 
there are the remains of a stately castle. The prin- 
4^ipal residence of the family is now at Mugstgt, at 
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which there is a considerable building. Sir Alextn«' 
der and lady Macdonald had come to Armidde in 
their way to Edinburgh^ where it was necessary for 
them to be soon after this time. 

Armidale is situated on a pretty bay of the nar- 
row sea, which flows between the main land of 
Scotland and the Isle of Sky, In front there is 
a grand prospect of the rude mountains of Moidart 
and Knoidart. Behind are hills gently rising and 
covered with a finer verdure than I expected to see 
in* this climate, and tbe scene is enhvened by a 
number of little clear brooks. 

Sir Alexander Macdonald having been an Eton 
scholar*, and b^ing a gentleman of talents. Dr. 
Johnson had been very well pleased with him in 
London. But my fellow-traveller and I wer6 now 
full of the old Highland spirit, and were dissatisfied 
at hearing of racked rents and emigration ; and 
finding a chief not surrounded by his clan. Dr. 
Johnson said, ^^ Sir, the Highland chiefs should not 
be allowed to go fartber south than Aberdeen. A 
strong-minded man, like Sir James Macdonald, 
may be improved by an English education ; but in 
general^ they will be tamed into insignificance.** 

We found here Mr. Janes of Aberdeenshire, a 
naturalist. Janes said be had been at Dr. Johnson's 
inLondon,withFergusontheastronomer. — ^Johnson*. 
^^ It is strange that^ in such distant places, I should 
meet with any one who knows me. I should have 
thought I might hide myself in Sky.'* 

PKIBAY, SBPTEMBER 3. 

This day proving wet, we -should have passed 
our time very uncomfortably, had we not found in 

* « 

* See his Latin verses addressed to Dr. JohasoD^ in the Ar« 

FEliDIX; , 
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the house two chests of hooks, which we eagerly 
ransacked. After dinner, when I alone was left at 
tablfe with the few Highland gentlemen who were of 
the company, having talked with very high respect 
of Sir James Macdonald, they were all so much 
affected as to shed tears. One of them was Mr. 
Donald Macdonald, who had been lieutenant of 
grenadiers in the Highland regiment, raised by^ 
Colonel Montgomery, now Earl of Eglintoune, in 
the war before last; one of those regiments which > 
the late Lord Chatham prided himself in having 
brought from " the mountains of the North :" by 
doing which he contributed to extinguish in the 
Highlands the remains of disaffection to the present 
Royal Family. From this gentleman's conversation, 
I first learnt how very popular his Colonel was 
among the Highlanders ; of which I had such con* 
tinned proofs, during the whole course of my Tour, 
that on my return I could not help tpHing the noble 
Earl himself, that I did not before know how great 
a man he was. 

We were advised by some persons here to visit 
Rasay, in our way to Dunvegan, the seat of the 
JLiaird of Macleod. Being informed that the Rev. 
Mr. Donald M'Queen was the most intelligent man 
in Sky, and having been favoured with a letter of 
introduction to him, by -the learned Sir James Fouli«, 
I sent it to him by an express, and requested he 
would meet us at Rasay ; and at the same time en- 
closed a letter to the Laird of Macleod, informing 
him that we intended in a few days to have the 
honour of waiting on him at Dunvegan, 

Dr. Johnsop this day endeavoured to obtain some 
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knowledge of the state of the country ; but cofn-» 
plained that he could get no distinct information 
about' any thing, from those with whom he con- 
versed. . 

SATUBDAY, SEPTEMBER 4. 

My endeavours to rouse the English-bred Chief- 
tain, in whose house we were, to the feudal ind 
patriarchal feelings, proving ineffectual. Dr. John- 
son this morning tried to bring him to our way of 
thinking.— Johnson. " Were I in your place, sir, 
in seven years I would make this an independant 
island. I would roast oxen whole, and hang out 
a £ag as a signal to the Macdonalds to come and 
get beef and whiskey." — Sir Alexander was still 
starting difficulties. — ^Johnson« " Nay, sir ; if you 
are born to object, I have done with you. Sir, I 
would have a magazine of arms."— Sir Alexander. 
*^ They would rust."— Johnson. ^* Let there be 
men to keep them clean. Your ancestors did not 
use to let their arms rust." 

We attempted in vain to communicate to him a 
portion of our enthusiasm. He bore with so polite 
a good-nature our warm, and what some might 
call Gothick, expostulations, on this subject, that 
I should not forgive myself, were I to record all 
that Dr. Johnson's ardour led him to say. — ^This 
day was little better than a blank. 

• 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5. 

I walked to the parish church of Slate, which is 
a very poor one. There are no church bells in the 
island. I was told there were once some; what has 
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become of them^ I could not learn. The minister 
not bdng at home, there was no service. I went 
into the church, an4 saw the monument of Sir 
James Macdonald, which was elegantly executed 
at Rome, and has the following inscription, written 
by his friend, George Lord Lyttelton : 



To the memory 
Of Sir JAMES MACDONALD, Bakt. 

Who in the flower of youth 
Had attained to so eminent a degree of knowledge. 
In Mathematics, Philosophy, Languages, 
And in every other branch of useful and polite learning 
As fe\^ have acquired in a long life 
Wholly devoted to study : 
Yet to this erudition he joined 
What can rarely be found with it, , 
Great talents for business, 
' Great propriety of behaviour. 

Great politeness of manners ! 
Hit eloquence was sweet, correct, and flowing % 
His memory vast and exact \ 
His judgement strong and acute \ 
"All which endowments, united - 
With the most amiable temper 
And every private virtue. 
Procured him, not only in his own country. 
But also from foreign nations. 
The highest marks of esteem. 
In the year of our Lord 

1766, 
The 25th of his life. 
After a long afid extremely painful illness. 
Which he supported with admirable patience and fortitude, 
I He died at Rome, 

\ Where, notwithstanding the difference of religion. 

Such extraordinary honours were paid to his memory. 
As had never graced that of any other British subject. 
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Since the dentb of ^tr Philip Sidney* 

The fame he left behind him is the best consola^oii 

To his afflicted family. 

And to his countrymen in this isle^ 

For whose benefit he had planned 

Many nsefnl Improvements, 

' Which, his fruitful genius .suggested^ 

And his active spirit promoted. 

Under the sober direction 

Of a clear and enlightened understanding. 

Reader, bewail our loss. 

And that ^ of all Britain. 

In test Imony^f her love. 

And as the best return she can make 

To her departed son, 

For the constant tenderness and affection 

Which, even to his last moments. 

He shewed for her. 

His much afflicted mother. 

The LADY MARGARET MACDONALD, 

Daughter to the Earl of Eglintouni, 

Erected this Monument, 

A. D. 1768 *. 

* This extraordinary young man, whom I had the pleasure of 
knowing ihtimately, having been deeply regretted by his country, 
the most minute particulars concerning him m^st be interesting to 
many. I shall therefore insert his two ladt letters to his mother. Lady 
Margaret Macdonald, whieh her ladyship has been pleased to com- 
municate to me. 

*' My Dear Mothe-r, Rome^ July gth, 1766. 

** YESTERDAY'S post brought me your answer to the 
first letter in which I acquainted you of my illness. Your tenderness 
and concern upon that account are the same I have always expe- 
rienced, and to which I have often owed my life. Indeed it never 
was in so great danger as it has been lately ; and thougli it would 
have been a very great comfort to me to have had you near me, yet 
perhaps I ought to rejoice, on your account, that you had not the paia 
of such a spectacle. I have been now a week in Rome, and wish I 
could continue to give you the same good account of my recovery 
as I did in my last; but I must own that, for three days past, I have 
been in a very weak and miserable state, which however seems t9 
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/ Dr. Johnson said, the inscription should have 
been in Latin, as every thing intended to be uni- 
versal and permanent, should be.. 

This being a beautiful day, my spirits were 
cheered by the mere effect of climate. I had felt 
a return of spleen during my stay at Armidale, and 
had it not been that I had Dr. Johnson to contem- 
plate, I should have sunk into dejection; but his 
firmness supported me. I looked at him, as a man 
whose head is turning giddy at sea looks at a rock, 
or any fixed object. I wondered at his tranquillity. 

give no uneasiness to my physicians. . My stomach has been greatly 
out of order, without- any visible cause ; and the palpitation does 
not decrease. I am told that my stomach will soon recover its tona^ 
and that the palpitation must cease in time. So I am willing to believe; 
and with this hope support the little remains of spirits which i can b« 
supposed to have, on the forty-seventh day of such an illness. Do 
not imagine I have relapsed ; — I only recover slower than I expected. 
If my letter is shorter than usual, the cause of it is a dose of physick, 
which has weakened me so much to-day, that I am not able to write 
a long letter. \ will make up for it next post, and remain always 

Your most sincerely affectionate son, 

J. Macdohald." 

He grew gradually worse ; and on the night before his death he 
wrote as follows from Frescati : 

** My Dbar Mother, 

" THOUGH I did not mean to ' deceive you in my last 
letter from Rome, yet certainly you would have very little reason 
to conclude of the very great and constant danger I have gone 
through ever since that time. My life, which is still almost entirely 
desperate, did not at that time appear to me so, otherwise I should 
have represented, in its true colours, a fact which acquires very 
little horror by that means, and comes with redoubled force by de- 
ception. There is no circumstance of danger and pain of which I 
/have not had the experience, for a continued series of above a fort- 
n%ht5 during* which* time I have settled my affairs, after my death, 
with as much distinctness as the hurry and the nature of the thing 
could admit of. <In case of the worst, the Abb^ Grant will be my 
executor in this part of the world, and Mr. Mackenzie in Scotland, 
where niy object has been to make you and my younger brother as, 
independent of the eldest as possible.** 

6 
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He said^ ^^ Sir, when a man retires into an islan J^ 
he is to turn his thoughts intirely to another world. 
He has done with this.*' — Boswell. ** It appears to 
me, sir, to be very difficult to unite a due attention 
to this world, and that which is to come ; for, if 
we engage eagerly in the affairs of life, we are apt 
to be totally forgetful of a future state ; and, on 
the other hand, a steady contemplation of the aw- 
ful vConcerns of eternity renders all objects here so 
insignificant, as to make us indifferent and negli- 
gent about them." — Johnson. "Sir, Pr. Cheyne 
has Taid down a rule to himself on this subject, 
which should be imprinted on every mind : ^ To 

* neglect nothing to secure my eternal peace , more 

* than if I had been certijied I should die within 
^ the day : nor to mind any thing that my secular 
^ obligations and duties demanded of me^ less than 
^ if 1 had been ensured to live fifty years more.'* 

I must here observe, that though Dr. Johnson 
appeared now to be philosophically calm, y^ his 
genius did not shine forth as in companies, where I 
have listened to him with admiration. The vigour 
of his mind was, however, sufficiently manifested, 
by his discovering no symptoms of feeble relaxatioa 
in the duH, " weary, flat and unprofitable** state ia 
which we now were placed. | 

I am inclined to think that it was on this day he 

composed the following Ode upon the Isle of Sky, 

which a few days afterwards he shewed me at 

Rasay : 

O D A 

Ponti profundis clausa recessibus> 

Strepens procellis, rupibus obsita, 

Quam grata defesso vireniem 

Skia sinaia nebulosa pandia. 
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His care, crc^do^ sedibus exuldt; 
His blaoda certe pax habitat locis : ^ 
Non ira, non moeror quietis 
Insidias meditatur horis. 

At non cavata rape latescere, 
Menti nee ttgrae tnontibus aviis 
Prodest vagarii uec frealentes 
£ scopak) numerare fluctus* 

Haroana virtus non sibi sufficiti 

Datur nee a^quum cuique animum sibi . ,1 

Parare posse, lit Stoicoruni 

Secta Qref^iet nimis alta fallal. 

Exaestaanlis pectoris impetutn, 
fiex samme, solus tu regis arbiter^ 
Mentisque>. te toUente, surgunt, 
Te recidunt moderante fluctus^« 

4 

After supper^ Dr. Johnson told us^ that tsaac 
Hawkins Browne drank freely for thirty yeara, 
and that he wrote his poem, De Animi Immortalitatc^ 
in some of the last of these years. — I listened to 
this with the eagerness of one^ who, conscious oC 
being himself fond of wine, is glad to hear that a 
man of so much genius and good thinking as Browne 
had the same propensity. 

MONDAY, SEl^TEMB^R 6i 

We set out, accompanied by Mr* Donald 
M*Leod> (late of Canna) as our guide. We rode 

* Various Readings. 
Lines, in the manuscript. Dr. Johnson, instead of rupt^tti d^^iVa, 
had written imhriius uvida, and uvida nulilus, but struck them 
both out. 

Unds 16 & l6. Instead of these two lines, he had written, but 
Afterwards struck out, the following : 

Pafare posse, utcunque jactet 
Grandiloquus nimis aha Zena. 

L 
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for some time along the district of Slate, near the 
shore. The houses in general are made of turf, 
covered with grass. The country seemed well peo- 
pled. We came into the district of Strath, and 
passed along a wild moorish tract of land till we 
arrived at the shore. There we found good verdure, 
and some curious whin* rocks, or collections of stones 
like the ruins of the foundations of old buildings. 
We saw also three Cairns of considerable size. 

About a mile beyond Broadfoot, is Corrichata^ 
chin, a farm of Sir Alexander Macdpnald^s, pos* 
sessed by Mr. M*Kinnon*, who received us with 
a hearty welcome, as did his wife, who was what 
we call in Scotland a lady- like woman. Mr. Pen- 
nan tj in the course of his tour to the Hebrides, 
passed two nights at this gentleman's house. On 
its been mentioned, that a present had here been 
made to him of a curious specimen of Highland an- 
tiquity. Dr. Johnson said, " Sir, it was more than 
he deserved : the dog is a whig/* 

* That my readers may havie my narraUve in the style of Umi 
country through which I am travelling, it is proper to inform them, 
that the; chief of a clan is denominated by his surname alone, as 
M'Leod, M<KinnoQ> M'Iniosh. To prefix Mr. to it would be a 
degradation from ihe M*Leod, &c. My oldfrtend, the Laird of 
M'Farlane^ the great antiquary, took it highly amiss, whem Gene* 
Tdi Wade called him Mr! M*FarIane. Dr. Johnson said, he could 
not bring himself to ase this mode of address ; it seemed to him to be 
loo familiar, as it is the way in which, in all other places, intimates 
•r inferiors ar^ addressed. When the chiefs have iiiles they are deno- 
minated by them, as Sir James Grant, Sir Allan McLean, The other 
Highland gentleman, of landed property, are denominated b\* tbeix 
eftateSf AsRasay, Boisdale ; and the wives of all of them have the title 
of ladies. The tacksmen^ or principal tenant?, are named by thetr 
farms, as Kingshurgk, Corrichatachin ^ and their wives are called the 
fnisiress of Kingsburgh, the mistress of Corrichatachin.—— Having 
given this explanation, I am at liberty to use that mode of speech 
which generally prevails ia the Highlands and the Hebrides, 

4 
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We here enjoyed th« comfoft of a table plenti*- 
fully furnished, the satisfaction of which was 
heightened by a numerous and cheerful company ; 
and we for the first time had a specimen of the 
joyous social jnanners of the inhabitants of the 
Highlands. They talked in their own ancient Ian- 
guage^ with fhient viyadty, and sung many Erse 
songs with such spirit, that, though Dr. JohnscMti 
was treated with the greatest respect and attention, 
there Were moments in which he seemed to be for- 
gotten. For myself, though but a Lawlandery hay- 
ing picked up a few words of the language, I pre- 
sumed to mingle in their mirth, and joined in the 
chorusses with as much glee as any of the company* 
Dr. Johnson being fatigued with, his journey, re- 
tired early to his chamber, where he composed t^e 
following Ode, addressed to Mrs« Thrale : 

O DA. 

Penneo terras, ubi nuda rapet 
Saxeas miscet nebulis rainas, 
Torva ubi rident iteriles oolgni 

Rura labores. ^ 

Fervagor gentes, hominum feromm 
Vita ulu nallo decorate cultu 
Squallet informis, togariqae fumis 

Foeda latescit. 

Inter errorit aalebrosa long^^ 
later ignotae strepitus loquelae^ 
Quot modli mecuin, quid agat, requiro^ 

Thralia dulcis ? 

Seu viri curas pia nupta molGet, 
Seu ^et mater sobolem benigna, 
Sive cum librfs novitate pascet 

Sedula menkten ; 
l2 
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lSitniemornostn,ffideiqqe:t&erce8> ) . ■] 
Stelfidesconstans, meritoque bland^m 
- Thraliae discant resonare nomen 

Ijttora Skiae. 
Soriptum m Skid, Sept. 6, 1773. 
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TUESDAY, 8EPTEMB BR 7* 

Dr. Johnson was much pleased with his. enter- 

' tainrhen t here. There were many good books in the 

.house: Hector Boethi as in Latin; Cave's lives^of 

-the Fathers; Baker's Chronicle; Jeremy. GoHier's 

Church History; Dr. Johnson's small Dictkwaary ; 

Craufurd's Officers of State, and several naiore :— a 

mezzotinto of Mrs. Brooks the actress (by some 

. strange chance in Sky ;) and also a priot of Mac* 

' donald of Clanranald, with a Latin inscription about 

the cruelties after the battle of CuUoden, which will 

never be forgotten. 

It was a very wet stormy day ; we were therefore 
obliged to remain here, it being impossible to cross 
the sea to Rasay. 

I employed a part of the forenoon m writing this 
Journal. The rest of it was somewhat dreary, from 
the gloominess of the weather, and the uncertain 
state which we were in, as we could not tell but it 
might <:lear up every hour. Nothing is more pain- 
ful to the mind than a state' of suspence, "especially 
when it depends upon the weather, concerning which 
there can be so little calculation. As Dr. Johnson 
said of our weariness on the Monday at Aberdeen, 
** Sensation.is sensation :'* Corrichatachin, which was 
last night a hospitable house, was, in my mind, 
changed to-day' into a prison.^*— After dinner I read 
some of Dr. Macpherson's Dissertations on the An- 
cient Caledmij^ns* I was disgusted by the unsatis* 
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£ictory conjectures as to antiquity, before the days 

of record; I was happy when tea came. Snch^ . I 

take it^ is the state of those who live in the country. 

Meals are wished for from the cravings of vacuity of* 

mind, as well as from the desire of eating. I was * 

hurt to find even such a temporary feebleness, and 

that I was, so far from being that robust wise man 

who IS sufficient for his own happiness* I felt a^ 

kind of lethargy of indolence. I did not exert 

myself to get Dr. Johnson to talk, that I might not 

have the labour of writing down his conversation. — 

He enquired here if there were any remains of the 

second sight. Mr. M^Pherson, Minister of Slate, 

said, he was resolved not to believe it, because it was 

founded on no principle. — Johnson. *< There are 

many 'things then, which we dre sure are true, that 

you will no£ believe. What principle is there, why 

a loadstone attracts iron? why an egg produces a 

chicken by heat ? why a tree grows upwards, whan 

the natural tendency of all things is downwards ? 

Kr, it depends upon the degree-of evidence that you 

have.*'— ^r— Young Mr. M'Kinnoo mentioned one 

M^Keozie, who is still alive, who had often fainted . 

in his presence, and when he recovered, mentioned 

-visions which had been presented to him. He told 

Mr. M^Kinnon^ that at such a place he should meet 

a funeral, and that such and such people would be 

the bearers, naming four; and three weeks after* 

wards h^ saw, what M'Kenzie had predicted. The 

naming the very spot in a country where a funeral 

comes a long way, and the very people as bearers, 

when there are so many out of whom a choice may 

be made,, seems extraordinary. We should have 

sent for M'Kenzie, had we not been informed that 
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hejcould speak no English. Besides^ the facts were 
not related with sufiicient accuracy.^ 

Mrs. M'Kinnon, who is a daughter of old Kingfr» 
btifgh^ told us that her father was (Hie day riding in 
Sky^ and jome women^ who were at work in a field 
on the side of the road, said to him, they had heard 
two taiscks, (that is^ two voices pf persons abput fai 
die,) and what was remarkable, one of them was 
an English taiscky which they never heard beforet 
When he returned, he at that yery place met two 
funerals, and one of them was that of a woman who 
bad come from the main land, and could speak only 
Ei^lish. This, she remarked, made a gfeat impre&r 
sion upon her father. 

How all the people here were lodged, J know 
not. It was partly done by separating oian and 
wife, and putting a number of men in onp room^ 
and of women in another, 

When I waked, the rain was much heavier than 
yesterday ; but the wind hdd abated. By breakfast, 
the day was better, and in a little while it wad calm 
and -clear. I felt my spirits muph elated. The 
propriety of the expression, ^' the sunshine of the 
breastf^ now struck n^e with peculiar force ; for the 
brilliant rays penetrated into my very soul. We 
were all in better humour than before, Mrs, 
M'Kinnon, with unaffected hospitality and polite* 
ness, expressed her happiness in having such^comr 
pany in her house, and appeared tQ understalid and 
relish Dr. Johnson's conversation, as indeed all the 
company seemed to do. When I knew she was old 
Kingsburgh*s daughter, I did not wonder at the good 
appearanp^ which she made. 
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She talked as if her husband and Camily would 
emigrate^ rather than be oppressed by their land- 
lord ; and ssud, ^^ how agreeable would it be, if 
these gentlemen should come in upon us when we 
are in America/*^— Somebody observed that Sir 
Alexandtt Maodonald was always frightened at 
sea. — Johnson. '^ He is frightened at sea ; and fats 
tenants are frightened when he comes to land.'* 

We resolved to set out directly after breakfast. 
We had about two miles to ride to the sea-side^ 
and there we expected to get one of the boats 
belonging to the fleet of bounty herring-buss^es then 
on the coast^ or at least a good country fishing-boat. 
But while we were preparing to set out, there ar- 
rived a man with the following card from the Reve^ 
rend Mr. Donald McQueen : 

" Mr. McQueen's compliments to Mr. Boswell, 
« and begs leave to acquaint him that, fearing the 
want of a proper boat, as much as the rain of yes- 
terday, might have caused a stop, he is now at 
Skianwden with Macgillich^llum's* carriage, to 
convey him and Dr. Johnson to Rasay, where 
they will meet with a most hearty welcomCj and 
where Macleod, being on a visit, now attends 
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** their motions.' 

«^ Wednesday afternoon." 



This card was most agreeable ; it was a prologue 
to that hospitable and truly polite reception which 
we found at Rasay. In a little while arrived Mr. 
Donald M'Queen himself; a decent minister, an 
elderly man with his own black hair, courteous; and 

♦ The Highland expression for Laird of Rasay. 
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rather slow of speech^ but candid^ sensible, and well 
informed, nay learned. Along with him cataie, as 
CHir pilot, a gentleman whom I had a gre^t desire to 
see, Mr. Malcolm Macleod, one of the Rasay 
family, belebrated ia the year 1745-6. He was now 
sixty- two years of age, telle, and well-propor-! 
tioned,— with a manly countenance, and tanked by 
the weather, yet having a ruddiness in his cheeks, ovec 
a great part of which his rough beard extended.-— His 
eye was quick and liyely, yet his look was not 
fierce, but he appeared at once firm and good-f 
humoured. He wore a pair of brogues,— Tartan 
hose which came up only near to his knees, and 
left them bare, — a, purple camblet kilt,— ^ black 
waistcoat, — a short green cloth coat bound with gold 
cord, — a yellowish bushy wig,— ;a large blue bonnet 
with a gold thread button. I never saw a figure 
that gaye a more perfect representation of a High** 
land gentleman. Twished n)uch to have a picture of 
him just as he was. I found him frank andj&o/tVe, 
in the true sense of the word. 

The good family at Corrichatachin said, they 
hoped to see us on our return. We rode down to 
|he shor^; but Malcolm walked with gr^efu) 
agility. 

We got into Rasay's eaxriagCj which w^s ^ good 
strong open boat made in Norway. The wind had 
now risen pretty high, and was against us ; but we 
had four stout rowers, pafticularly a Macleod, ^ 
robust black-haired fellow, half naked, and bare- 
headed, something between a wild Indian and an 
Jllnglish tar. Dr. Johnson sat high on the stern^^ 
like a magnificent Triton. Malcolm sung an Erse 
song, the chorus of which was ** Haiyin foam foan^ 
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fr/,*' mth words of his own. The tune resembled 
*^ Owr the muir amang the heather J*^ The boatmen 
and Mr. McQueen chorused^ and all went well. 
At length Malcolm himself took an oar, and rowed 
vigorously. We sailed along th? coast of Scalpa, a 
rugged island^ abou^ four miles in length. Dr« 
Johnson proposed that he and I should buy it, and 
found a good school, and an episcopal churchy 
(Malcolm said, he would come to it,) and have a 
printing-press, where he would print all the Erse 
that could be found. 

Here I was strongly struck with our Iqng pro-^ 
jected scheme of visiting the Hebrides being realized, 
I called to him, '^ We are contending with seas ;* 
which I think were the words of one of his letters to 
ine. *^ Not much," said he ; and though the wind 
made the sea lash considerably upon us, he was not 
discomposed. After we were out of the shelter of 
3calpa^ and in the soun^l between it and Rasay, which 
extended about a league, the wind made the sea veiy 
rough. I did not like it. — Johnson. " This now is 
the Atlantick. If I should tell at a tea table in 
Jx>ndon, that I have crossed the Atlantick in an 
open boat, how they'd shudder, and what a fool 
they'd think me to expose myself to such danger i^ 
Jle then repeated Horace's ode, 

' Otium Divos rogat in patent! ^ 

{^rensus JEgseo 

In the confu3ion and hurry of this boisterous sail. 
Dr. Johnson's spurs, of which Joseph had charge^ 
were carried over*-bpard into the sea^ and lost. This 
was the first misfortune that had befallen us. Dr. 
Johnson was a little angt'y at first, observing that 
<^ there was. something wild in letting a pair of spurs 
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be carried into the sea out of a boat ;** but then he 
remarked, ^^ that, as Janes the naturalist had said 
upon losing his pocket-book, it was rather an in- 
convenienpe than a loss." He told us, he no^ 
recollected that he dreamt the night before, that he 
put his staff into a river, and chanced to let it go, 
and it was carried down the stream and lost. ^^ So 
now you see, (said he,) that I haVe lost my spurs ; 
and this story is better than many of those whidi 
we have concerning second sight and dreams.** Mn 
McQueen said he did not believe the second sight ; 
that he never met with any well attested instances ; 
and if he should, he should impute them to chance ; 
because all who pretend to that quality often fail in 
their predictions, though they take a great scope, 
and sometimes interpret literally, sometimes figura-* 
tively, so as to suit the events. He told us, that, 
since he came to be minister of the parish where he 
now is, the belief of witchcraft, or charms, wa^ 
very common, insomuch that he had many prosecu* 
tions before his session (the parochial ecclesiastical 
tourt) against women, for having by those means 
carried off the milk from people's cows. He disre* 
garded them ; and there is not now the least vestige 
of that superstition. He preached against it ; and 
in order to give a strong proof to the people that 
there was nothing in it, he said from the pulpit, that 
every woman in the parish was welcome to take the 
milk from his cows, provided shfi did not touch 
them. 

Dr. Johnson asked him as to PingaK Ht said 
he could repeat some passages in the original, that 
he heard his grandfather had a copy of it; but that 
he could not aiftrm that Ossian oomposed 41 that 
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^ana as it is now published* This came pretty 
much to what Dr. Johnson Iiad maintained; though 
he goes father, and contends that it is no better than 
fiuch an epick poem as he could make from the 
fiong of Robin Hood ; that is to say^ that, except 
H few passages, there is nothing truly ancient but 
the names and some vague traditions. Mr. McQueen 
9lledged that Homer was made up of detached 
fraigments. Dr. Johnson denied this ; observingi 
that it had been one work originally, and that you 
could not put a book of the Iliad out of its place ; 
and he believed the same might be said of the 
Odyssey. 

The approach to Rasay was Very pleasing, We 
saw before us, a beautiful bay, well defended by a 
rocky coast ; a good family mansion ; a fine ver-- 
dure about itj-^-with a considerable number of 
trees ;-^-*and b^ond it hills and mountains in grada^ 
tion of wildness. Our boatmen sung with great 
spirit. Dr. Johnson observed, that naval musid^ 
was very ancient. As we came near the shore, the 
singing of our rowers was succeeded by that of 
reapers, who were busy at work) and who seemed 
to shout as much as to sing, while they worked 
with a bounding activity. Just as we landed, I 
observed a cross, or rather the ruins of one, upon 
a rock, which had to me a pleasing vestige of reli* 
gion. I perceived a large company coming oilt 
from the house. We met them as we walked up. 
There were Rasay himself; his brother Dr. Macleod ; 
bis nephew the Laird of M^Kinnon; the Laird of 
Macleod ; Colonel Macleod of Talisker, an officer 
in the Dutch service, a very genteel man, and a 
faithful branch of the family; Mr. Macleod of 
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Muiravenside, best known by the name of Sandie 
Madeod, who was long in €xile on account of the 
part which he took in 1745 ; and several other per-i 
sons. We were welcomed upon the green, aad. 
conducted into the house, where we were introduced, 
to Lady Rasay, who was surrounded by a nume- 
rous family, coi^^isting of three sons and ten daugh-; 
ters. The laird of Rasay is a sensible, polite, and. 
most hospitable gentleman. I was ^old that his 
island of Rasay, and that of Rona, (from which, 
the eldest son of the family has his title,) and a con- / 
siderable e:}ctent of the land which he has in Sky, do. 
not altogether yield him a very large revenue : andv 
yet he lives in great splendour ; and so far is he from 
distressing his people, that, in the present rage for 
emigration, not a maq has lefi his estate. 

It was past six o'clock when we arrived. Son^ 
excellent brandy was served round immediately, ac- 
cording to the custom of the Highlands, where a 
dram is generally taken every day. They call it a 
scdlch. On a side-board was placed for us, who had 
come off the sea, a substantial dinner, and a variety of 
wines. Then we had coffee and tea. I observed in the. 
room several elegantly bound books, and other marks 
of improved life. Soop afterwards a fidler appeared^ 
and a little ball began. Rasay himself danced with 
as n^uoh spirit as any man, and Malcolm bounded 
like a roe. Sandie Macleod, who has at times an 
excessive flow of spirits, and had it now, was, in 
his days of, absconding, known by the nan>e of 
M^Crusl{chj which^ it seems was the designation of a 
kind of wild man in the Highlands, something be- 
tween Proteus and Don Quixotte -; and so he waa 
called here. He mfide ipuch jovial nois^. Dr, 
Johnson w^s so delighted with this scene, that \x% 
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9aid> ^^ I know not how we shall get away/* It en« 
tertamed me to . observe him sitting by, wbHe we 
danced/: sometimes in deep meditation^ — sometimes 
smiling complacently ,— sometimes, ipoking upon 
Hook^e's ftoman Histoiy^-^^hd sometimes talking 
a little, amidst the noise of ^ the ;ball, to Mr.. Donald 
McQueen, who anxiously gathered knowledge from 
iiim. He was pleased, witb M'Queen, and said to 
rae,' *' This is a critical man, sir. There must^bc 
gceat vigoor of mind to make him cultivate learning 
jso much in the isle of Sky, where he might do 
without it. . It is wonderful how many of the new 
pul^lications he has. There must be a snatch o£ 
every opportunity.*' Mr. McQueen, tdd me that 
his brother (who is the fourth generation of the fa- 
isHy following each other as ministers of the parish 
of Snizort,) and he joined together, and bought 
from time to time such books as bad reputation* 
«So0a after we came in, a black cock and grey hen, 
.which had been shot, were shewn, with their, fea- 
ithers on, to Dr,. Johnson, who had never seen that 
'spedes of bird before. We had a company of thirty 
at> supper p and all was good humour and gaieii"^, 
without intemperance. 

* > 

THURSDAY, SBPTBMB£ R Q. 

At breakfast this morning, among a profusion 
,of other things, there were oat-cakes^ made of 
what is called graddaned meal, that is, meal made 
' of grain separated from . the husks, and toasted by 
. fire, instead of being threshed and kiln dried. — ^This 
«eems to be bad management, as so much fodder 
is. consumied . by it. Mr. M-Queen however de- 
fended ii, by sayings that it is doing the, thing 
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much quicker^ as one operation effecU what t< 
otheiinrise done by two. His chief reason however 
was/ that the servaats in Sky are; according to 
him^ a faithless pack^ and steal What they can; 
so that much is saved by the corn passing but once 
through, their hands^ as* at each time they pilfer 
some. It appears to nse^ that thcgradaning is a 
strong proof of the laiiness of the Highlanders^ 
who will rather make fire act for them^ at the ex- 
pence of fodder, than labour themselves^ Ther^ 
was also, what I cannot help disliking at breakfast, 
cheese : it is the custom over all the Highlands to 
have it ; and it often smells yery strong, and poi* 
sons to a certain degree the elegance of an Indian 
repast. The day was showery; however, Rasay 
and I took a walk, and had some cordial conversa- 
tion. I conceived a more than ordinary regard Car 
<this worthy gentleman. His family has possessed 
this island above four hundred years. It is the re« 
mains of tbe estate of Macleod of Lewis^ whom he 
represents. — ^When we returned. Dr. Johnson 
walked with us to see the old chapel. He was in 
fine spirits. He said, *^ This is truly the patri* 
archal life : this is what we came to find/' 

After dinner, M'Cruslick, Malcolm, and I, 
went out with guns, to try if we could find any 
black-cock ; but we had no sporty owing to a hea* 
vy rain. I saw here what is called a Danish fort. 
Gur evening was passed as last night was. One of 
our company, I was told, had hurt himself by too 
much study, particularly of infidel metaphysicians ^ 
of which he gave a pro^f, on second sight being 
mentioned. He immediately retailed some of the 
fallacious arguments of Voltaire and Hume against 
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intrades in general. Infidelity in a Highland gen« 
Ueman appeared to roe peculiarly ofTensive. I was 
lorry for him^ as he had otherwise a good character. 
I told Dr. Johnson that he had studied himself into 
infidelity. — Johnson. '^ Then he must study him- 
fldf out of it again* That is ^ the way. Drinking 
lai^Iy will sober him again/* 

FRipAYy SEPTEMBER 10# 

Having resdved to explore the island of Rasay^ 
which could be done only on foot^ I last night ob- 
tained my fellow-traveller's permission to leave him 
for a day^ he being unable to take so hardy a walk. 
Old Mr. Malcolm M'Cleod, who had obligingly 
promised to accompany me, was at my bed-side be- 
tween five and six. I sprang up immediately^ and 
be and I, attended by two other gentlemen^ tra- 
versed the country during the whole of this day. 
Though we had passed over not less than four-and« 
twenty miles of very rugged ground, and had 4 
Highland dance on the top of Dun Can, the highest 
mountain in the island, we returned in the evening 
not at all fatigued, and piqued ourselves at not be- 
ing outdone at the nightly ball by our less active 
friends, who had remained at home. 

My survey of Rasay did not furnish much which 
can interest my readers ; I shall therefore put into 
as short a compass as I can, the observations upon 
it, which I find registered in my journal. It is 
about fifteen English miles long, and four broad* 
On the south side is the laird*s family seat, situated on 
a pleasing low spot. The old tower of three stories^ 
mentioned by Martin^ was taken down soon after 
1746, and a modem house supplies its place* 
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There are very good grass-fields and oorti-Iaridi 
gbbut it, well-dressed. I observed^ however, hardly 
an^ inclosures, except a good garden plentifully 
stocked with vegetables, and strawberries^ < raspbe^'C* 
ries, currants, &c. 

On one of the rocks just where wc landed^ 
which are not high, there is rudely: carved* a square^ 
with a crucifix in the middle. Here, it is said, the 
Lairds of Rasay, in old times, used to offer up 
their devotions. 1 could not approach the spot, 
without a grateful recollection of the event com« 
memorated by this symbol. 

A little from the shore, westward, is a kind of 
subterraneous house. There has been a natural 
fissure, or Separation of the rock, ranning towards 
the sea, which has been roofed over with long 
stones, and above them turf has been laid. In 
that place the inhabitants uised to keep their oar& 
There are a number of treis near the house, which 
grow well ; some of them of a pretty good size. 
They are mostly plane and ash. A little to the 
west of the house is an old ruinous chapel, un« 
roofed, which never has been very curious. We 
here saw some human bones of an uncommon size. 
There was a heel-bone, in particular, which Dr« 
Macleod said was such, that if the foot was in pro- 
portion, it must have been twenty-seven inches 
long. Dr. Johnson would not look at the bpnes. 
He started back from them with a striking appear^ 
ance of horrour. Mr. M'Queen told us, it was- 
formerly much the custom, in these isles, to have 
human bones lying above ground, especially in the 
windows of churches. On the south ©f the chapel 
IS the family barying-pkce. Above, the door, on 
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ihd east end of it, is a small bast or im^ of the 
Virgin Mary, carred upoii a stone which makes 
part of the wall. There is no church upoi| the 
idaiv]* It is annexed to one pf the * parishes 
of Sky ; and the minister domes and preaches 
either in Rasay^s house, or some other hduse^ 
on certain Sundays^ I could not but value the 
femily seat more, for having even the ruins of 
a diapel dose to it. There was something com- 
fortable in the thought of being so near a piece 
of consecrated ground. Dr. Johnson said, ^^ I look 
with reverence upon every place that has been s.et 
apart for religion i*^ and he kept off his hat while 
he was within the walls of the chapel. 

The eight crosses, which Martin mention^ as py^ 
ramids for deceased ladies, stood in a semicircular 
line, which contained within it the ohapeh They 
marked out the boundaries of the sacr^ territory 
withici whidfi an asylum was to be had. One of 
them^ which we observed upon our landing, made 
the first point of the semicircle. There are few of 
them now remaining. A good way fitrther norths 
t^re IS a row of buildings about foqr feet high : 
they run from the shore on the east along the top 
of a pretty high eminence, and so down to the 
riiore on the west, in much the same direction with 
the orosses. Rasay took them to be the marks for 
the afiylum ; but Malcolm thought them to be false 
sentinels, a common deception, of which instances 
occur in Martin, to make invaders imagine ian 
kland better guarded. Mr. Donald M'Queen, just- 
ly in my opinion, supposed the crosses which form 
the inner circle to be the church's land- marks. 

M 
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The south end of the island is much covered with 
large stones or rocky strata^ The laird has enclosed 
and planted part of it with firs^ and he shewed me 
a considerable space marked out for additional jylan«> 
tations. * 

Dun Can is a mountain three computed miles 
from the laird's house. The ascent to it is by 
consecutive risings^ if that expression may be used 
wheu vallies intervene^ so that there is but a short 
rise at once ; but it is certainly very high above 
the sea. The palm of altitude is disputed for 
by the people of Rasay and those of Sky ; the 
former contending for Dun Can, the latter for 
.the mountains in Sky, over against it. We 
went up to the east side of Dun Can pretty easily. 
It is mostly rocks all around, the points of which 
hem the summit of it# Sailors, to whom it was a 
good object as they pass along, call it Rasay*s cap. 
Before we reached this mountain, we passed by two 
lakes. Of the first, Malcolm told me a strange fa-i> 
bulous tradition.. He said, there was a wild beast 
in it, a sea horse, which came and devoured a man*8 
daughter ; upon which the man lighted a great fire^ 
and had a sow roasted at it, the smell of which at* 
tracted the monster. In the fire was put a spit. 
The man lay concealed behind a low wall of loose 
stones, and he had an avenue formed for the mon- 
ster, with two rows of large flat stones, which ex« 
tended from the fire over the summit of the hill, 
till it reached the side of the loch. The monster 
came, and the man with the red-hot spit destroyed 
it. Malcolm shewed me the little hiding-place^ 
and the rows of stones. He did not laugh whea 
he told this story. I rfqollect having seen in the 
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Scots Magazine, several years ago, a poem upon 
a similar taje, perhaps the same, ' translated from 
the Erse, or Irish, called jdlbin and the Daughter 
of Met/. . 

There is a large tract of land, possessed as a coiii- 
mon, in Rasay. They have no regulations as to 
number of cattle. Every man puts upon it as 
many as he chooses. From Dun Can northward . 
till you reach the other end of the island, there is 
much good natural pasture uninciimberied hy 
stones. We passed over a spot, which is appro^ 
priated for the exercising ground. In J 745^ a 
hundred fighting men were reviewed here, as Mal- 
colm told me, who was one of the officers that led 
them to the field. They returned home all but 
about fourteen. What a princely thing is it to be 
able to furnish such a band ! Rasay has the true 
spirit of a chief. He is, without exaggeration, a 
father to his people. 

There is plenty of lime-stone in the island, a 
great (juarry of free-stone, and some natural woodsy 
but none of any age, as they cut the trees for com* 
mon country uses. •The lakes, of which there are 
many, are well stocked with trout Malcolm 
catched one of four-and-twenty pounds weight in 
the loch next to Dun Can^ which, by the way> is 
certainly a Danish name, as most names of places 
in these islands are-. 

Thfe old castle^ in which the family of Rasay 
formerly resided, is situated upon a rock very near 
the sea. The rock is not one mass of stone, but 
a concretion of pebbles and earth, so firm that it 
does not appear to have mouldered. In this rem^ 
nant of antiquity I found nothing worthy of beiho^ 
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notiiced, except a certain accoiumodation rarely to 
be found at the modern houses of Scotland, and 
which Dr. Johnson and I sought for in vain at the 
Laird of Rasay's new built mansion, where nothing 
else was wanting. I took the liberty to tell the 
Laird it was a shame there should be such a defi- 
ciency in civilized times. He acknowledged the 
justice of the remark. But perhaps some genera- 
tions may pass before the want is supplied. Dr. 
Johnson observed to n>e, how quietly people will 
endure an evil, which they might at any time very 
ea^ly remedy ; and mentk>ned as an instance, that 
the present family of Rasay had possessed the island 
for more than four hundred years, and never made 
a commodious landing place, though a few men 
with pii^kaxes might have cut an ascent of stairs 
out of any part of the rock in a week^s time. 

The north end of Rasay is as rocky as the south 
end. Fr6m it I saw the little isle of Fladda, be- 
longing to Rasay, all fine green ground ; — ^and 
Rona^ which is of so rocky a soil that it appears to 
be a pavement. I was told however that it has a 
great deal of grass in the interstices. The Laird 
has it all in his own hands. At this end of the 
island of Rasay is a cave in a striking situatton. It 
is in a Recess of a great cleft, a good way up from 
Ihe sea. Before it the ocean roars, being dashed 
against monstrous broken rocks; grand and aweful 
propugmciilap On the right hand of it is a longitu- 
dinal cave, very low at the entrance, but higher as 
you advance. The sea having scooped it out,, it seems 
strange and unaccountable that the interior part, 
where the water must have opcrrated with less force, 
should be loftier than that which is more immediately 
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exposed to its violence. The roof of it is al- co- 
vered with a kind of petrifications formed by drops,^ 
which perpetually distil from it. The first cave 
has been a place of much safety. I find a great 
difficulty in desdribing visible objects. I must owi| 
too that the old castle and cave^ like many other 
things^ of which one hears much^ did not answer 
my expectations. People are every where apt to 
magnify the curiosities of their, country. 

This island has abundance of black cattle^ sheep, 
and goats ; — a good many horses, which are used 
for ploughing, carrying out dung, and other works 
of husbandry. I believe the people never ride. 
There are indeed no roads through the island, unless 
a few detached beaten tracks deserve that name. 
Most of the houses are upon the shore ; so that all 
the people have little boats, and catch fish. There 
is great plenty of potatoes here. There are , black- 
cock in extraordinary abundance, moor-fowl, plo- 
ver and wild pigeons, which seemed to me to be 
the same as we have in pigeon-houses, in their state 
of nature. Rasay has no pigeon-house. There 
are no hares nor rabbits in the island, nor was there 
ever known to be a fox, till last year, ^yhen pne 
was landed on it by 3ome malicious person, with^ 
out whose aid he could not have got thither^ as 
that animal is known to be a very bad swimmer. 
He has done much mischief. There is a great 
deal of fish caught in the sea round Rasay ; it is a 
place where one may live in plenty, and even in 
Juxury. There are no deer ; but Rasay told us he 
would get some. 

They reckon it rains nine months in the year in 
jthis island, owing to its being directly opposite to the 
western coast of Sky, where the watery clouds are 
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broken by high mountains. The hills here, and in-» 
deed all the heathy grounds in general, abound with 
the sweet-smelling plant which the Highlanders call 
gaul, and (I think) with dwarf juniper in many 
places. There is enough of turf, which is their fuel, 
and it is thought there is a mine of coal. — Such are 
the observations which I made upon the island of 
Rasay, upon comparing it with the description given 
by Martin, whose book we had with us. 

There has been an ancient league between the 
iPamilies of Macdonald and Rasay. Whenever the 
head of either family dies, his sword is given to 
the head of the other. The present K^say has. the 
late Sir James Macdonald's sword. Old Rasay 
joined the Highland army in 1745, but prudently 
guarded against a forfeiture, by previously conveying 
his estate to the present gentleman, his eldest son. 
On that occasion. Sir Alexander, father of the late 
Sir James Macdonald, was very friendly to hia 
neighbour. ** Don^t be afraid, Rasay, said he ; 
TU use all my interest to keep you safe ; and if 
your estate should be taken, i'll buy it for the fa- 
Inily.''— :And he would have done it* 

Let me now gather some gold dust,—- some more 
fragments of Dr. Johnson's conversation, without 
regard to order of time. He said, " he thought 
very highly of Bentley ; that no man now went so 
far in the kinds of learning that he cultivated 5 that 
the many attacks on him were owing to envy, -and 
to a desire of being known, by being in competi- 
tion with such a man; that it was safe to attack 
him, because he never answered his opponents, but 
let them die away. It was attacking a man who 
would not beat them, because his beating thein^ 



TO THE HEBRIDES. i«7 

would make them live the longer. And he wa$ 
right not to answer ; for^ in his hazardous method 
of writing, he could not but be often enough 
wrong; so it was better to leave things to their 
general appearance, than own himself to hav^ 
erred in particulars."— He said, ^^ Mallet was the 
prettiest drest puppet about town, and always kept 
good company. Th^t, from his way of talking 
he saw; and always said, that he had not written 
any part of the Life of the Duke of Marlborough, 
though perhaps he intended to do it at some time, 
in which case he was not culpable in taking the 
pension. That he imagined the Duchess furnished 
the materials for her Apology, which Hooke wrote, 
and Hooke furnished the words and the order, and 
all that in which the art of writing consists. That 
the duchess had not superior parts, but was a bold 
frontless woman, who knew how to make the most 
of her opportunities in life. That Hooke got a 
large sum of money for writing her Apology. That 
he wondered Hooke should have been weak enough 
to insert so profligate a maxirn> as that to tell an- 
other's secret to one's friend, is no breach of confi- 
dence ; though perhaps Hooke, who was a virtuous 
man, as his History shews, and did not wish her' 
well, though he wrote her Apology, might see its 
ill tendency, and yet insert it at her desire^ Hjb 
was acting only ministerially." — I apprehended, how- 
ever, that Hooke was bound to give his best adyice. 
I speak as a lawyer. Thqugh I have had clients 
whose causes I could notj as a private raan^ ap- 
prove ; yet, if I undertook them, I would not do 
any thing that might be prejudicial to them, even 
at their desire, without warning them of their 
danger. 
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« 

It Was a storm of wind and rain ; so we. could 
libt set but. 1 wrote some of this Journal, and 
talked ii while with Dr. Johnson in his room, and 
passed the] day, I cannot Well say how, but very 
pleasantly. I was here amused to find Mr. Cum- 
berland's cotnedy of the Fdshiombte Lover, in which 
hk ha& Very Well drawn a Ilighland character, Colin 
M^Cieod, of the same name with the family under 
whose roof We iloW were. Dr. Johnson was much 
pleased with the Laird of Macleod, wl^o is indeed 
a most promising youth, and with a noble spirit 
struggles with difficulties, and endeavours to pre- 
j^erve his pepple. He has been left with an in- 
cumbrance of forty thousand pounds debt, and 
'annuities to the amount of thirteen hundred pounds 
a yean Dr. Johnson said, " If hp gets the better 
of all this, he'll be a hero ; and I hope he will. 1 
have not met with a young man who had more de- 
sire to learn. Or who has learnt more. I have seen 
Jiobody thai I wish more to do a kindness to than 
Micleod.'* — Such was the honourable elogium, on 
this young chieftain, pronounced by an accurate 
observer, whose praise was never lightly bestowed. 

There is neither justice of peace, nor constablp 
Jn Rasay. Sky has Mr. M'Cleod of Ulinish, who 
is the sheriff substitute, and no other justice of 
peace. The want of the eicecution of justice is 
tnuch felt among the islanders. Macleod yery sen- 
sibly observed, 'that taking away the heritable ju-r 
risdictions had not been of such service in the islands^ 
aS was imagined. They had not authority enough 
iri lieu of them. What dould formerly have beeq 
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eettled at once, must now eith^sr take much timt 
and trouble, or be neglected. Dr. Johnson saic^ 
** A country is in a bad state, which is goveme4 
only by laws ; because a thousand things occur for 
which laws cannot provide, and where authority 
ought to interpose. Now destroying the authority 
of the chiefs set the people loose. It did not pre^ 
tertd to bring any positive good, but only to pure 
some evil ; and I am not well enough, acquainted 
with the country to know what degree of evil the 
heritable jurisdictions occasioned.*'-^^! maintained 
hardly any; because the chiefs generally afcted 
right, for their own sajces. 

Dr. Johnson was now wishing to move. There 
was not enough of intellectual entertainment for 
him,^ after he had satisfied his f:uriosity, which he 
did, by asking questions, tiil he had ei^hausted the 
island ; and wh^re there was so numemus a com<4 
pany, n^ostly yoijng people, there was such a flow of 
familiar talk, so much noise, and so much singing and 
dancing, that little opportunity was left for his ener- 
getick conversation. He seemed sensible of this ; for 
when I told him how happy they were at having him 
there, he said, ** Yet we have not been able to. enter- 
fain them much."^ — I was fretted, from irritability of 
nerves, by M^Cruslick's too obstreperous mirth. J 
pomplained of it to my friend, observing .we should 
be better if he was gone.-r-^** No, sir (said he). He 
puts something into our society, and takes nothing 
put of it/'— rDr. Johnson, however, bad several 
opportunities of instructing the company ; but I 
jmi sorry to say, that I did not pay sufficient at- 
tention to what passed, aB his discourse now turne4 
jph^eflv on mechanicks^ agripuUure and supl^ subfi 
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jects^ rather than on science and wft. — Last nighf 
liady Rasay shewed him the operation of wawking 
cloth, that is, thickening it in the same manner as 
is done by a mill. Here it is performed by women, 
Viho kneel upon the ground, and rub it with both 
their hands, singing, an Erse song all the time. He 
was asking questions while they were performing 
this operation, and, amidst their loud and wila 
howK his voice was heard even in the room above. 

They dance here every night. The queen of 
our ball was the eldest Miss Macleod, of Rasay, an 
elegant well-bred woman, and celebrated for her 
beauty over all those regions, by the name of Miss 
Flora Rasay *. There seemed to be no jealousy, 
no discontent among them ; and the gaiety of the 
€cene was such, that I for a moment doubted whe« 
iher unhappiness had any place in Rasay. But my 
delusion was soon dispelled, by recollecting the fol- 
lowing lines of my fellow-traveller : 

'* Yet hope not life from pain or danger free, 
*f Or think the doom of man reversed for thee !** ' 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12. 

It wa^ a beautiful day, and although we did not 
approve of travelling on Sunday, we resolved' to set 
out, as we were in an island from whence one must 
take occasion as it serves. Macleod and Talisker 
sailed in a boat of Rasay's for Sconser, to take the 
shortest way to Dunvegan. M*Cruslick went with 
them to Sconser, from whence he was to go to Slate, 

* She ha4 heen some tiipe at Edinb^rgb, to which she i^tn went^ 
and was married to my worthy neighbour^ Colonel Mure Campbeli| 
!now Earl of Loudoun^ but bhe died soon afterwards^ leaving op$ 
i^^iighter. 
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and so to the main land. We were resolved to pay 
a visit at Kingsburgh, and see the celebrated Mis» 
Flora Macdonald^ who is married to the present 
Mr. Macdonald of Kingsburgh ; so took that road^ 
though not so near. All the family^ but Lady Rasay, 
walked down to the shore to see us depart. Rasay 
himself went with us in a large boat, with eight oars, 
built in his island ; as did Mr. Malcolm M^Cleod» 
Mr. Donald McQueen, Dr. Macleod, and somf 
others. We bad a most pleasant sail between Rasay 
and Sky ; and passed by a cave, where Martin say# 
/owls were caught by lighting fire in the moutl;i of 
it. Malcolm remembers this. But it is not povic 
practised, as few fowls come into it. 
. We spoke of Death. Dr. Johnson on this sub- 
ject observed,^ that the boastings of some men^ as 
to dying easily. Were idle talk, proceeding from 
partial views. I mentioned Hawthornden*s Cypress- 
grove, where it is said that the world is a mere 
.shov/ ; and that it is unreasonable for a man to 
wish to continue in the show^rooni, after he hai 
seen it. Let him go cheerfu)ly out, and giye plac^ 
to other spectators.— Johnson. " Yes, sir, if he is 
sure he is to be well, after he goes out of it. But 
if he is to grow blind after he goes out of theshow* 
room, and never to see any thing again; or if he 
does not know whither he is to go ne^t, a man will 
pot go pheerfully out of a show-room. No wise 
man will be contented to die, if he thinks he is to 
go into a state of punishment. Nay, no \vise man 
will be contented to die, if he thinks he is to fall 
into annihilation : for however unhappy any man's 
existence may be, he yet would rather have it, than 
not exist at all. No; there is no rational princi- 
ple by which a man can die contented, but a trust 
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in the mercy of God, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ.'* — ^This short sermon, delivered with an 
earnest tone, in a boat upon the sea, which was 
perfectly calm, on a day appropriated to religious 
wof ship, while every one listened with an air of satis- 
faction, had a most pleasing effect upon my mind. 

Pursuing the same train of serious reflection, he 
(added, that it seemed certain that happiness could 
yjot be found in this life, because so many had tried 
to find it, in such a variety of ways^ and bad not 
found it. 

We reached the harbour of Portree, in Sky, 
which is a large and good one. There was lying 
in it a vessel to carry off the emigrants called the 
ffestor. It made a short settlement of the dif* 
jferences between a chief and his clan ; 



Nestor componere lites 



. Jnter Pekiden festiq^t & inter Atriden. 

We approached her, and she hoisted her colours, 
Pr. Johnson and Mr. McQueen remained in the 
hosil : Rasay and I, and the rest went on board of 
jher. She was a very pretty vessel, and, as we were 
told, the largest in Clyde. Mr. Harrison, the cap* 
lain shewed her to us. The cabin was commodious^ 
and even elegant. There was a little library, finely 
bound. Po7'trec has its name from King James the 
Fifth having landed there in his tour through the 
Western Isles, Ree m Erse being King, as Re k 
in Italian; so it is Port-Roi/aL There was here a 
tolerable inn. On our landing, I had the pleasure 
uf finding a letter from home; and there were also 
letters to Dr. Johnson and me, from £x>rd Elibank, 
V^hich had been sent after us from Edinbui^h. 
pis lordship's letter to m^ was as foUov^; 
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^^DEAR BOSWELL9 

" I flew to Edinburgh the moment I heard 
of Mr. Johnson's arrival ; but so defective wa* roy 
intelligence, that I came too late. 

^* It is but justice to beJieve, that I could never 
forgive myself, nor deserve to be forgiven by others, 
if I was to fail in any mark of respect to that very 
great genius.— I hold him in the highest venera- 
tion ; for that very reason I was resolved to take na 
share in the merit, perhaps guilt, of inticing him 
to honour this country with a visit. — I could not 
persuade myself there was any thing in Scotland 
worthy to have a Summer of Samuel Johnson be- 
stowed on it ; but since he has done us that com- 
pliment^ for heaven's sake inform me of your 
motions. I will attend them most religiously; and 
though I should regret to let Mr. Johnson go a mile 
out of his way on my account, old as I am^ I shall 
be glad to go five hundred miles to enjoy a da/ 
of his company. Have the charity to send a coun- 
cil-post * with intelligence ; the post does not suit 
us in the country. — At any rate write to me. I will 
attend you in the north, when I shall know where ta 
find you. 

^^ lam, 

*^ My dear Boswellj 

** Your sincerely 

** Obedient humble servant, 

*^ August 21 St, 1 773. " EtIB ANK.*^ 



* A term m Scotland for a special messenger^ tacfa w was foroMfl^ 
tent with dispatches by the lords of the connciL 
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The letter to Dr. Johnson was in these words t 

*^ DBAK SIB, 

^* I was to have kissed your hands at 
Edinburgh, the moment I heard of you ; but you 
was gone. 

" I hope my friend Boswell will inform me of 
your motions. It will be cruel to deprive me an 
instant of the honour of attending you. As 1 
value you more than any King in Christendom, I 
will perform that duty with infinitely greater alacrity 
than any courtier. I can contribute but little to 
your entertainment ; but, my sincere esteem for yott 
gives me some title to the opportunity of express-^ 
ing it. 

" I dare say you are by this time sensible that 
things are pretty much the same, as when Buchanan 
complained of being born solo et seculo inerudito. 
Let me hear of you, and be persuaded that none of 
your admirers is more sincerely devoted to you, 
than, 

" Dear Sir, 
" Your most obedient, 

" And most humble servant, 

'' Elibank.*^ 

t)r. Johnson, on the following Tuesday, answered 
for both of us, thus : • 

"MY LORD, 

^' On the rugged shore of Skie^ I had the 
honour of your Lordship's letter, and can with great 
truth declare, that no place is so gloomy but that 
it would be cheered by such a testimony of regafd,- 
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from a mind so well qualified to estimate characters, 
and to deal out approbation in its due proportions. 
If I have more than my share, it is your Lordship's 
fault ; for I have always reverenced your judgment 
too much, to exalt myself in your presence by any 
false pretensions; 

*^ Mr. Bos well and I are at present at the dispo- 
sal of the winds, and therefore cannot fix the time 
at which we shall have the honour of seeing your 
lordship. But we should either of us think our^ 
selves injured by the supposition that we would 
miss your lordship's conversation, when we^ could 
enjoy it; for I have often declared that I never 
met you without going away a wiser man. 

** I am, my Lord, 
** Your lordship's most obedient 
^' And most humble servant, 
^' Skie, Sept. 14, 1773. " Sam. Johnson.^ 

At Portree, Mr. Donald McQueen went to 
church and oflficiated in Erse, and then came to 
dinner. Dr. Johnson and I resolved that we should 
treat the company, so I played the landlord, or 
master of the feast, having previously ordered 
Joseph to pay the bill. 

Sir James Macdohald intended to have built a 
village here, which would have done great good^ 
A village is like a heart to a country. It produces 
a perpetual circulation, and gives the people an op- 
portunity to make profit of many little articles, 
which would otherwise be in a good measure lost. 
We had here a dinner, etprofterea nihil. t)r. John- 
son did not talk. When we were about to depart, 
we found that Rasay had been before-hand with u$. 
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and that all wsa paid : I would fam have contested 
this matter with him, but seeipg him resolved, I 
declined it. We parted with cordial embraces from 
him and worthy Malcolm. In the evening Dr. 
Johnson and I remounted our horses, accompanied 
by Mr. M'Queen and Dr. Macleod. It rained very 
hard. We rode what they call six miles, upon 
fiasiay's lands in Sky, to Dr. Macleod's house. On 
the road Dr. Jx^hnson appeared to be somewhat out 
of spirits. When I talked of our meeting LfOrd 
£libank, he said, ^' I cannot be with him much* 
I long to be again in civilized life ; but can stay 
but a short while ;" (he meant at Edinburgh.) He 
said, '^ let us go to Dunvegan to-morrow."— *" Yes, 
(said I,) if it is not a deluge.*'-^** At any rate,*' he 
replied. — This shewed a kind of fretful impatience ; 
nor was it to be wondered at, considering our dis* 
agreeable ride. I feared he would give up Mull and 
Icolmkill, for he said something of his apprehen* 
aions pf being detained by bad weather in going td 
Mull and Jona. However I hoped well. We had 
a dish of tea at Dr. Macleod's^ who had a pretty 
good house, where was his brother, a half-pay 
officer. His lady was a polite, agreeable woman. 
Dr. Johnson said, he was glad to see that he waa 
so well married, for he had an esteem for physi- 
cians. , The doctor accompanied us to Kingsburgh, 
which is called a mile farther; but the computation 
of Sky has no connection whatever with real 
distance. 

I was highly pleased to see Dr. Johnson safely ar- 
rived at Kingsburgh, and receii^ed by the hospita-* 
ble Mr. Macdonald, who, with a most respectful 
attention^ supported him into the house! Kinga^^ 
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burgh was completely the figure of a gallaht High- 
Iaiider5 — exhibiting *^ the graceful mien and manly 
looks/* which our popular Scotch song has justly 
attributed to that character. He had his Tartan 
plaid thrown about him, a large blue bonnet with 
a knot of black ribband like a cockade^ a brown 
short coat of a kind of duffil^ a Tartan waistcoat 
i^ith gold buttons and gold button^hbles, a bluish 
philibeg, and Tartan hose. He had jet black haii? 
tied behind, and was a large stately man, with a 
steady sensible countenance. 

There was a comfortable parlour with a good 
fire, and a dram went round* By and by supper 
was served, at which there appeared the lady of the 
house, the celebrated Miss Flora Macdonald. She 
is a little woman, of a genteel appearance, and un* 
commonly mild and well-bred. To see Dr. Samuel 
Johnson, the great champion of the English Tories^ 
salute Miss Flora Macdonald in the i^e of Sky> 
was a striking sight ; for though somewhat conge^* 
xiial in their notions, it was very improbable they 
should meet here. 

Miss Flora Macdonald (for so I shall call her) 
told me, she heard upon the main land, as she 
was returning home about a fortnight before^ 
that Mr. Boswell was coming to Sky, and one 
Mr. Johnson, a young English buck, with him* 
He was highly entertained with this fancy. Giv- 
ing an account of the afternoon which we pass- 
ed, at yinpcky he said, *^ I, being a buck, had 
miss id to make tea."-— He was rather quiescent to- 
night, and went early to bed. I was in a cordial 
humour, and promoted a cheerful glass. The 
punch was excellent. Honest Mr. McQueen ob- 

N 
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served that I was in high glee, "my governaur being 
gone to bed." Yet in reality my heart was grieved, 
when I recollected that KingsSurgh was embarras- 
sed in his affairs, and intended to go to Ame- 
rica. However, nothing but what was good was 
present, and I pleased myself in thinking that 
so spirited a man would be well every where. I 
slept in the same room with Dr. Johnson. Each 
had a neat bed, with Tartan curtains, in an upper 
chamber. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13. 

The room where we lay was a celebrated one. 
Dr. Johnson's bed was the very bed in which the 
grandson of the unfortunate King James the Se- 
cond * lay, on one of the nights after the failure of 
his rash attempt in 1745-6, while he was eluding 
the pursuit of the emissaries of government, which 
had offered thirty thousand pounds as a reward for 
apprehending him. To see Dr. Samuel Johnson lying 
in that bed, in the isle of Sky, in the house of Miss 
Flora Macdonald, struck me with such a group of 
ideas as it is not easy for words to describe, as they 



* I do not call him the Prince of Wales, or the Prince , because I 
am quite satisfied that the right which the House of Stuart had to the 
throne is extinguished . 1 do not call him the Pretender, because it 
appears to me as an insult to one who is still alive, and, I suppose, 
thinks very difFerenily. It may be a' parliamentary expression ; but 
it is not a gentlemanly expression. I know, and 1 exult in having it 
in my power to tell, that the oitly person in the world who is 
intifled to be offended at this delicacy, thinks and feels as I do;" 
and has liberality of mind and genero^^ity of sentiment enough to ap- 
prove of my tenderness for what even has been Blood Royal. That 
he is a prince by courtesy, cannot be denied ; because his mother was 
the daughter of Sobiesky, king of Poland. I shall, therefore, on that 
acc<funt alone, distinguish him by the name of Prince Charles Edward^ 
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passed through the mind. He ^miled^ and said, ^^ I 
have had no ambitious thoughts in it *. — The room 
was decorated with a great variety of maps and 
prints/ Among others, was Hogarth's print of 
Wilkes grinning, with a eap of liberty on a pole 
by him. That too was a curious circumstance in 
the scene this morning ; such a contrast was Wilkes 
to the above groupe. It reminded me of Sir William 
Chambers's Account of Oriental Gardening, in 
which we are told all odd, strange, ugly, and even 
terrible objects, are introduced for the sake of va« 
riety ; a wild extravagance of taste which is so well 
ridiculed in the celebrated Epistle to him. The 
following lines of that poem immediately occurred 
to me ; 

'' Here too^ O king of vengeance ! in tby fane^ 
** Tremendous Wilkes shall rattle his gold chain.!^ 

Upon the table in our room I found in the morning 
a slip of |}aper, on which Dr. Johnson had^ written 
with his pencil these word^ : 

**• Quantum cedat virtutibus aurumf •'* 

What he meant by writing them I could not tell %. 

^ This perhaps, was said in allusion to some lines ascribed to Popii 
on his lying, at John Duke of Argyle*s, at Adderbury, in the same bed 
in which ^Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, had slept. 
With no poetick ardour fir*d, 
1 press the bed where Wilmot lay; 
** That here he liv*d, or here expired, 
" Begets no no oi hers, grave or gay/* 
^ With virtue weigh'd, what worthless trash is gold 1 

} Since the first edition of this book, an ingenious friend has observed 
to me» that Dr. Johnson had probably been thinking on the reward 
vrhick was offered by government for the apprehension of the grandson 
of King James I(. and that he meant by these words to express his 
admiration of the Highlanders, whose fidelity and attachment had re- 
sisted the golden temptation that had been held out to them. 
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He hsA eaoght ook) a day or two ogOi tnd tb0 
rain yesterday having mv^ k wwse^ he ww becooae 
very deaf. At breakfaat tie gaid, he would haw 
given a good dea) rath^ th^ fiot h^ve lain in ihak 
bed. I owned he wap the lueky man } and ebr 
served, that without doubt it had beea contrived 
1»etw€en Mrd. Maodonald and ixior. She seefned to 
acquiesce $ addii»g, ^ You know yoiing iuch are 
always fevourites of Ihs Iadias«'' He spok^ ai Prices 
Charles feeuig here, and asked Mrs. M^ondld, 
^ fF'ko was with him I We were tgld, mad^m^ in 
England, there was one Mii^ fSrnra MacdonakI 
with him.*^--^Sh« «asd^ ** they were very right ;*' 
and perceiving Dr. Joknso^^s curiosity^ thovtgh bft 
had delicacy enough not to question her, very obIig-» 
ingly enterlaroed bim witb a recital of the particu- 
lars which she herself knew of that e5cape5 which 
does so much honour to the humanity, fidelity, and 
generosity, of the Highlanders. • Tk. Johnson K&. 
tened to her with placid attention^ and said, *^ All 
this should be written down.*'' 

From what she told us, and from what I ww toM 
by others personally concerned, and from a paper of 
if^rmation whidi Rasay was so good ^ to pend 
me, at my desire, I have compiled the following 
abstract, which, as it oQHtains $ome curiQujs anec- 
dotes, will, I imagine not be uninteresting to my 
readers, and even, perhaps, be of some use to 
future historians. 



. Prince Charles il^dward, after the battle of Ctil- 
loden, was conv^y^ to what is c^IIed the Long 
Island, where he lay for some time (xinceaM^ Bui 



. 



to; the BEBRIDEOB.. iU 

iotefli^ce hating heeri obtaifietil w hers fare Mnj ani 
a Mrhber of trobps hsfvinj^ ccme in qttait of hiiM, 
it became fibsbluttly ntoeesar^ ftw hitfa to qt^ tM 

a yocmg lady^ atilmated By what ikhe tfaaught thi sa- 
cred prindip!e of lo^ahy^ offered, with the magna* 
tiimtt^ 0f a Heroine, to Boaotttpuof him 'm in open 
}sfont tt» Sky, though the ceasi tbey warn i6 qtiit w«b 
griarded b^ ^»p9y He drdsscid hiitisetf in wotnan/s 
€]6tiki€l^, and passed U9 her dlrp|ro^d trriridy by the 
natod «f Betty BdXxtkey dn Irish firiv Thc^ got 
off undisctnrtfredy thlm^h st^veral shots wiere fired 
to hiing th^m ta, ftnd knded at Mugstbt^ the sctat 
of .Sir Aldxandief Mabdonuld^ Sir Akxanddr was 
ttoo at Fdrt Angfusltusy with the Dtak« of Gnrbber^ 
land ; but hii leldy Iras^at home^ Prini^e Charles tool: 
his poit ^pdn a hill near the hoasef. Flera Macdo* 
ftaki waited 011 lady Margafct, and atqiusnted her of 
Hbt mfarpriBe in ts^hkH she waa engaged. Her lady-*^ 
ahip^ sivh^m aetive benivoience was evel* secoiiddd 
by mp&fiof taknis, shewed ^ perfect prssenee of 
mttid, bM i^eadin^sa df nt^cliition, and at ones set^ 
tied that Prince Charles should be eoiirdiieted to old 
Bas^fy, who was htintolf eoncealed with somd sdect 
firietids. The plan was inst^tly commonieated to 
Kingsburgby who was d^Hitcbed to the hill to in^ 
f^m the$ Wanderer, and carry him refreshmenta. 
When Kingsburgh approachedy hi started Up, and 
advanced, holding a l^rge kndtt^d sticky wbd in ap* 
pearaifico ready to knock him down^ till he said, '^ J 
am Macdoi>ald of Kingsburgh, corrte to serve yodr 
Mghtte^/' The Wanderer aniwei;ed, ^* it is well/' 
afid WA^ da/tMed s^itini the f^htt^ 

Floral Macdonald dined with Lady Margaret, 
H^l whoae table th^e $a< ^ o&oer of tkk ar »iy, ata- 



188 JOURNAXxOF A TOUR 

tioned here^ with a party of soldiers^ to watch for 

Princie Charles in case of his flying to the isle of Sky. 

She afterwards often laughed in good humour with 

this gentleman^ on her having so well deceived him. 

After dinner, Flora Macdonald on horseback^ 

and ber supposed maid^ and Kingsburgh^ with a 

servant carrying some linen, all on foot, proceeded 

towards that gentleman's house. Upon the road 

was a small rivulet which they were obliged to cross. 

The Wanderer, forgetting his assumed sex, that his 

clothes might not be wet, held them up a great deal 

too high. Kingsburgh mentioned this to him^ 

observing^ it might make a discovery. He said, hcf 

would be more careful for the future. He was a^ 

good as his word ; /or the next brook he crossed, 

he <iid not hold up his clothes at all, but let them 

float upon the water. He was very awkward in his 

female dress. His size was so large, and his strides 

so great, that some women whom they met reported 

that they had seen a very big woman, who looked 

like a man in woman^s clothes, and that perhaps it 

was (as they expressed themselves) the Prince, after 

whom so much search was making. 

At Kingsburgh he met with a most cordial re« 
ception ; seemed gay at supper, and after it indulged 
himself in a cheerful glass with his worthy host. As 
he had not had his clothes ofF for a long time, -the 
comfort of a good bed was highly relished by him, 
and he slept soundly till next day at one o'clock. 

The mistress of Corrichatachin told me, that in 
the forenoon she went into her father's room, who 
was also in bed, and suggested to him her appre* 
hensions that a party of the military might come up, 
^nd that his guest and he had better not remain 
here too long. Her father said, '^ X^t thq 
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poor man repose himself after his fatigues ; and 
as for me, I care not, though they take off this 
old grey head ten or eleven years sooner than 
I should die in the course of nature." He then 
wrapped himself in the bed-clothes, and again fell 
fast asleep. 

On the afternoon of that day, the Wanderer, 
still in the same dress, set out for Portree, with Flora 
Macdonald and a man servant. His shoes being 
very bad, Kingsburgh provided him with a new 
pair, and taking up the old ones, said, ^' I will 
faithfully keep them till you are safely settled at St. 
James's. I will then introduce myself by shaking 
tliem at you, to put you in mind of your night's 
entertainment and protection under my roof.*'-— 
He smiled, and said, "Be as good as your word !** 
Kingsburgh kept the shoes as long as he lived. 
After his death, a zealous Jacobite gentleman gave 
twenty guineas for them. 

Old Mrs. Macdonald, after her guest had left 
the house, took the sheets in which he had lain, 
folded them carefully, and charged her daughter 
that they should be kept unwashed, and that, when 
she died, her body should be wrapped in them as 
a winding sheet. Her will was religiously observed. 

Upon the road to Portree, Prince Qiarles changed 
his dress, and put on man's clothes again ; a tartan 
short coat arid waistcoat, with philibeg and short 
hose, a plaid, and a wig and bonnet. 

Mr. Donald McDonald, called Donald Roy, had 
been sent express to the present Rasay, theit the 
young laird, who was at that time at his sister's 
bouse, about three miles from Portree, attending 
his brother. Dr. Macleod, who was recovering of a 
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l¥ound he h^d r^cetyed at ^ht battle of Cullodw, 
Mr. McDonald commuDicated to young Rasay the 
plan of cioiiveying the Wanderer to where old 
{lasay was ; but was- told that old Hpsay bad fled 
to Knotdarty a part of Gleilgary's ertate. There 
was then a dilemma what should be done.. Dondd 
|loy proposed that he should conduct the Wanderer 
to the main land; but young Ra^y thought it too 
dangerous at that time, and said it would be better 
to conceal him in the island of Rasay, till old Rasay 
could be informed where he was, and give hia advice 
what was best. But the difficulty was, how to gel 
him to Rasay. ' They could not trust a Portree 
crew, and all the Rasay boats had been destroyed, 
or carried off by the military, except two belonging 
to Malcolm M^Leod^ which he had ponce^led 
somewhere. 

Dr. Macleod being informed of this difficulty, 
said he would risk his life once more for Prince 
Charles ; and it having occurred, that there was a 
little boat upon a fresh-water lake in the neighbour- 
hood, young Rasay and Dr. MacJeod, with the 
help of some women, brought it to the sea, by ex- 
traordinary exertion, acr ss a Highland mile of 
land, one half of vvhich was bog, and the other a 
steep precipice. 

These gallant brothers, with the assistance of* one 
little boy, rowed the small bpat to Rasay, where 
they were to endeavour to find Captain M^Leod, 
as Malcolm was then called, and get one of his 
good boats, with which they might return to Por- 
tree, and receive the Wanderer; or, in case of not 
finding him, tliey were to make the small boat serve^ 
though the danger was considerable. 
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Fortunfttely^ on tkeir first laiftdiiig^ they foiftid. 
their eoasin M^lcolin^ who^ with th^ utmost als- 
crity^ got ready one of his bo$tts, vvitb two 9trot\g 
men, John M^Kenzie^ and Donald M'Friar« Mal- 
colm, being the oldest man^ and most cautious^ 
sakl, that tts young Raaay had not hitherto ap^ 
peared in the unfortunate business^ he ought fiot to 
run any risk ; but that Dr^ Macleod and him^If^ 
who were already publickly engaged^ shoiild go oa 
this expedition. Young Basay answered, with an 
oatb> tliat he would go, at the risk of his life and 
fortune,^ — ^^ In God's name then (said Malcolm) ' 
let u« proceed/' The two boatmen, however, now 
stopped short, till they should be informed of their 
destination ; 9nd M^Kenzie declared he would not 
move an oar till he knew where they were going. 
Upon which they were both sworn to secrecy ; and 
the business being imparted to them, they were 
eager to put off to sea without loss of tirae^ The^ 
boat soon landed about half a mile from the inn M 
Portree. 

All this w^s negotiated before the Wanderer got 
forward to Portree* Malcolm M'Leod^ and 
M^Friar were dispajtqhed to look for him* In a 
short time he. appeared, and went into the publick 
house* Here Ponald Roy^ whom he had seen at 
Mugstot, received him, Qnd informed him of what 
had been concerted, ^e wanted silver for a guinea, 
but the landlord had only thirteen shillings. He 
was going to accept of this for his guinea ; but 
Ponald Roy very judiciously observed, that it 
would discover him to be some great man; so he 
desisted. He slipped out of the house^ leaving hiflf^ 
fsiiy prptpc|roi5s^ whom he n^ver again s^w^ dn4 
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Malcolm Macleod was presented to him by Donald 
Roy, as a captain in his army. Yoang Rasay and 
IH". Macleod had waited, in impatient anxiety, in 
the boat. When he came, their names were an- 
nounced to him. He would not permit the usual 
ceremonies of respect, but saluted them as his 
equals. 

Donald Roy staid Jn Sky, to be in readiness to 
get intelligence, and give an alarm in case the 
troops should discover the retreat to Rasay; and 
Prince Charles was then conveyed in a boat to that 
island in the night. He slept a little upon the pas- 
sage, and they landed about day-break. There was 
some^ difficulty in accommodating him with a lodg- 
' ing, as almost all the houses in the island had been 
burnt by the soldiery. They repaired to a Jittle 
hut, which some shepherds had lately built, and 
having prepared it as well as they could, and made 
*a bed of heath for the stranger, they kindled a fire, 
and partook of some provisions which had been 
sent with him from Kingsburgh. It was observed, 
that he would not taste wheat-bread, or brandy, 
while oat-bread and whisky lasted ; ^^ for these, said 
he, are my own country bread and drink." — This 
was very engaging to the Highlanders. 

Young Rasay being the only person of the com- 
pany that durst appear with safety, he went in quest 
of something fresh for them to eat : but though he 
was amidst his own cows^ sheep, and goats, he 
could not venture *to take any of them for fear of a 
discovery, but was obliged to supply himself by 
stealth. He therefore caught a kid, and brought 
it to the hut in his plaid> and it was killed and 
drcst, and furnished them a meal which they re- 

6 
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lished much. The distressed Wanderer, whose health 
was now a good deal impaired by hunger, fatigue, 
and watching, slept a long time, but seemed to be 
frequently disturbed. Malcolm told me he would 
start from broken slumbers, and speak to himself in 
different languages, French, Italian, and English* 
I must however acknowledge, that it is highly 
probable that my worthy friend Malcolm did not 
know precisely the difference between French and 
Italian. One of his expressions in English was, 
'' O God I poor Scotland !" 

While" they were in the hut, M^Kenzie and 
M*Friar, the two boatmen, were placed as sentinels 
upon different eminences ; and one day an incident 
happened, which must not be omitted. There was 
a man wandering about the island, selling tobacco. 
Nobody knew him, and he was suspected to be a 
spy. M^Kenzie came running to the hut, and told 
that this suspected person was approaching. Upon 
which the three gentlemen, young Rasay, Dr. Mac* 
leod, and Malcom, held a council of/ war upon him, 
and were unanimously of opinion that he should in- 
stantly be put to death. Prince Charles, at once 
assuming a grave and even severe countenance, said, 
** God forbid that we should take away a man's 
Ufe, who may be innocent, while we can preserve 
our own.'* The gentlemen however persisted in 
their resolution, while he as strenuously continued 
to take the merciful side. John M*Kenzie, who 
sat watching at the door of the hut, and overheard 
the debate, said in Erse, *^ Well, well ; he must be 
shot. You are the king, but we, are the parlia- 
ment, and will do what we choose."-— — Prince 
Charles, seeing the gentlemen smile, asked what th^ 
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fmn had said^ and htlttg told it in EbgHsb^ be ofau 
strtred that he wai ^ clever firUovTy and> notwkbA 
atanding' the perilous STtnii:tian in wbicfa he vtras^ 
laagbed lood and heartilj< Luckily the tmltncnvil 
ptr^Oii did not perceive that there viere people in 
the btit, at least cUd not comt to it, bdt walked oft 
y>att it, tinknowing of bis risk. It VfU» afterwards 
fotihd out that he was one of the Highland ^rmy^ 
Who was himself in datsger. Had he oonie to tbetrr^ 
they wei*e rtsai? ed to dispatch him ; for> as M^li 
cdlfn said to me, " We coaid n<^t keep him WtH 
i}$;^and we durst not let hifn go\ In such a silua* 
^on, I would have shot my brother^ if I bad tiot 
been swe of him."-MJofen M^Ken^ie tras fit Ka«ay> 
bo^se when we were there ♦. About eighteen years 
befofe, he bwt one of his legs when daneing^ and 
being 6blig0d to have it cut ofF^ be now was goiirg 
about with a wooded ieg^ The story of bi^ beinrg n 
meTnier &f patliument i^ not yet forgotten. I took 
him otft ^ IHtk way from the houae^ gare bifii « 
alviffing to drbik Kaaay*s healthy andkd bim into 4 
detail of the particulars which I have just related^ 
^--With less foimdatioi>3 scmie writera haire ti^cad 
the idea ^ a parliament^ and oi tbe Bfftisb eoMtifis^ 
tion^ in irnde and early timeer. I wa^ ouriooa to 
kno^ if be bad really beard^ or understood^ any 
thing of chat snbjeet^ which, bad he been a greater 
man, would probably have been eagerly maintained^ 
*^ Why, John, (said I,) did you tbiiik, tbe king 
shonM be controuled by a parliament T'-^^He an^ 
ffwered, '^ I thought, sir, Iher^ were maftrv foioe^ 
frg^^iMt one/* 
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^iiie convfftptbn then turmi^ on the tttDe9» the 
Wanderer s^Jd, thit, to be iur^, the life he had kd 
of Ute wa^a very bard one; but he would rathir 
live in the way he now did, for ten years, than faH 
lato the bands of his enen)ies« Ttie gentlisn>en asked 
hm, whjat be thought his eo^miefi would do ^ilh 
bim, $bpukl he Wve tlie misfortune to fall into their 
hmdl. He said, he did net believe th&y would 
dare to take his life publiekly, but he dreaded be** 
ii>g privaidiy destroyed by poison (x assasfiination.**^ 
He w^ very particular in his inquiries aboiit the 
wound which Dr. Macleod had received at the battle 
of Cullodeuj from a ball which entered at one 
shoulder, and weot across to the other. The doctor 
hiSppened still to have on the eoat which be wore 
on that occasion. He mentioned, that he himself 
bad his horse shot under him at Culloden ; that the 
ball bit the horse about two incbea from his knee^ 
ami made him so unruly that he was obliged to 
change him for another. He threw out some re- 
flection on the conduct of the disastrous affair at 
Culloden, saying, however, that perhaps it was rash 
in him to do ao.-^I am now convinced that his sus- 
picions were groundless ; for I have had a good 
deal of conversation upon the subject with my very 
worthy and ingenious friend, Mr. Andrew Lumis« 
den, who was under secretary to Prince Charles, 
acid aftwwards principal secretary to his father al 
Borne, who> he assured me, was perfectly satisfied 
both of the abilities and honour of the generals who 
commanded the Highland army on that occasion^ 
Mr. lUimisden has written an account of the three 
feattLss m 1745-6, at once accurate and cla^icfii,-*— 
T^ng of the different Highland corps^ the geo- 
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tlemen who were present wished to have his opinion 
which were the best soldiers. He said, he did not 
like comparisons ^mong thobe corps : they were al' 
best. 

He told his conductors, he did not think it ad- 
visible to remain long in any one place ; and that 
he expected a French ship to come for him to 
Lochbroom, among the Mackenzies. It then was 
proposed to carry him in one of Malcolm's boats to 
Lochbroom, though the distance was fifteen leagues 
coastwise. But he thought this would be too dan- 
gerous, and desired that at any rate, they might 
first endeavour to obtain intelligence. Upon which 
young Rasay wrote to his friend, Mr. 'M^Kenzie of 
Applecross, but received an answer, that there was 
no appearance of any French ship. 

It was therefore resolved that they should return 
to Sky, which they did, and landed in Strath, where 
they reposed in a cow-house belonging to Mr. Nic- 
colson of Scorbreck. The sea was very rough, and 
the boat took in a good deal of water. The Wan- 
derer asked if there was danger, as he was not used 
to such a vessel. Upon being' told there was not, 
* he sung an Erse song with much vivacity. He had 
by this time acquired a good deal of the Erse lan- 
guage. - 

Young Rasay was now dispatched to where 
Donald Roy was, tliat they might get all the inteU 
ligence they could; and the Wanderer, with much 
earnestness, charged Dr. Macleod to have a boat 
ready, at a certain place about seven miles off, as 
he said he intended it should carry him upon a mat- 
ter of great consequence ; and gave the doctor a 
case^ containing a silver $poon^ knife, and fork. 
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saying, ^^ keep you that till I see you/' which the 
doctor understood to be two days from that time. 
But all these orders were only blinds ; for he had 
another plan in his head^ but wisely thought it 
safest to trust his secrets to no more persons than was; 
absolutely necessary .\ Having then desired Malcolm 
to walk with him a. little way from the house, he. 
soon opened his mind, saying, ^^ I deliver myself to 
you. Conduct me to the Laird of M*KinnonV 
country." — ^Malcolm objected that it was very dan-, 
gerous, as so many parties of soldiers were in mo- 
tion. He answered, ** There is nothing now to be 
done without danger." — He then said, that Mal^- 
colni must be the master, and he the' servant ; so 
he took the bag, in which his linen was put up, and 
carried it on his shoulder ; and observing that his 
waistcoat, which was of scarlet tartan, with a gold 
twist button, was finer than Malcolm's, which was 
of a plain ordinary tartan, he put on Malcolm's 
waistcoat, and gave him his ; remarking at the same 
time, that it did not look well that the servant 
should be better dressed than the master. 

Malcolm, though an excellent walker, found 
himself excelled by Prince Charles, who told him,' 
he should not much mind the parties that where look- 
ing for him, were he once but a musket shot from* 
them ; but that he was somewhat afraid of the 
Highlanilers who were against him. He was well 
used to walking in Italy, in pursuit of game ; and 
he was even now so keen a sportsman, that, having 
observed some partridges, he was going to take a 
shot : but Malcolm cautioned him against it^^^b- 
serving that the firing might be heard by the ten- 
ors who were hovering upon the coast. 
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As tbejr proceeded through the mountakis^ taking 
jnany a circuit to avoid any houses^ Malcolm, to 
try his resolution, asked him what they should do, 
should they fail in with a party of soldiers : he an- 
swered, " Fight, to be sure !**~-Having asked Mrf- 
eolm if he should be known in his present dress, 
and Malcolm having replied he would,} be said, 
^ Then T\\ blacken my face with powder." — 
^ That, said Malcolm, would discover you at once.** 
— -** Then, said he, I must be put in the greatest 
dishabille possible.'' So he pulled off his wig, tied 
a handkerchief round his head, and put his night- 
cap over it, tore the ruffles from bis shirt, took the 
buckles out of his shoes, and made Malcolm fasten 
them with strings ; but still Malcolm thought he 
would be known. *^ I have so odd a face, (said 
he) that no man ever saw me but he would know 
me again.** 

He seemed unwilling to give cre<Kt to th€ horrid 
narrative of men being massacred in cold blood, 
after victory had declared for the army commanded 
by the Duke of Cumberland. He could not rflow 
himself to think that a general could be so bar- 
barous* 

When they came within two miles of M*Kinnon*s 
house, Malcolm asked if he chose to see the laird* 
^* No, (said he) by no means* I know M^Kinnon 
to be as good and as honest a man as any in the 
world, but he is not fit for my "purpose at present. 
You must conduct me to some other house ; but 
let it be a gentleman's house.** — ^Malcolm then de- 
termined that they should go to the house o( his 
brother-in-law, Mr. John M*Kinnon, and from 
thence be conveyed to the main land of Scotland^ 
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^d claim the assistance of Macdonald of Scothouse. 
The Wanderer at first objected to this^ because Scot-* 
bouse was cousin to a person of whom he had suspi- 
cions. But he Acquiesced in Malcolm's opinion* 

When they were near Mr. John M'Kinnon*s 
house^ they met a man of the name of Ross^ who 
had been a private soldier in the Highland army. 
He fixed his eyes steadily on the Wanderer in his 
disguise^ and having at once recognized him, he 
clapped his hands, and exclaimed, *^ Alas ! is this 
the case ?'* Finding that there was now a discove* 
ry, Malcolm asked *' What's to be done ?'* " Swear 
him to secrecy," answered Prince Charles. Upon 
which Malcolm drew his dirk, and on the naked 
blade> made him take a solemn oath, that he would 
say nothing of his having seen the Wanderer, till 
bis escape should be made publick. 

Malcolm^s sister, whose house they reached pret- 
ty early in the morning, asked him who the person 
was that was along with him. He said it was one 
Lewis Caw, from Crieff, who being a fugitive like 
himself, for the same reason, he had engaged him 
as his servant^ but that he had fallen sick* *' Poor 
roan ! (said she) I pity him. At the same time my 
heart warms to a man of his appearance/'— Her 
husband was gone a little way from home ; but was 
expected every minute to return* She set down to 
her brother a plentiful Highland breakfast. Prince 
Charles acted the servant very well, sitting at a re- 
spectful distance, with his bonnet off. Malcolm 
then said to him, " Mr. Caw, you have as much 
need of this as I have ; there is enough for us both : 
you had better draw nearer and share with me."— 
Upon which he rose^ made a profound bow, sat 

O 
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down at table with his supposed master^ attid eat 
very heartily. After this there came in an old wcv 
ihan^ who, after the mode of ancient hospitality^ 
brought warm water, and washed Malcolm's feet* 
He desired her to wash the feet of the poor man 
who attended him. She at first seemed arerse to 
^his, from pride, as thinking him beneath her, and 
in the periphrastick language of the Highlanders 
and the Irish, said warmly, *^ Though I washed your 
father^'s son's feet, why should I wash his father's 
son's feet ?" — She was however persuaded to do it. 
They then went to bed, and slept for some time ; 
and when Malcolm awaked, he was told that Mr. 
John M^Kinnon, his brother-in-law, was in sight. 
He sprang out to talk to him before he should see 
Prince Charles. After saluting him, Malcolm, 
pointing to the sea, said, ^^ What, John, if the prince 
should be prisoner on board one of those tenders ?''-^ 
•^ God forbid !" replied John.— '« What if we had 
him here ?" said Malcolm. — " I wish we had, an- 
swered John ; we should take care of him."— Well, 
John, said Malcolm, he is in your house/' — John, 
in a transport of joy, wanted to run directly in, and 
pay his obeisance ; but Malcolm stopped him, say- 
ing, ^* Now is your time to behave well, and do no- 
thing that can discover him."— John composed him- 
self, and having sent away all his siervimts upon dif- 
ferent errands, he was introduced int9 the presence 
of his guest, and was tl^en desired to go and gel 
ready a boat lying near his house, which, though 
but a small leaky one; they resolved to take, rather 
than go to the Laird of M^Kinnon. John M*Kin- 
nbn, however, thought otherwise ; and upon his re- 
turn told them, that his^ Chief and lady M^Ktn*- 
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Jioh were coming ift the laird^s boat; Prince Charles 
Said to his trusty Malcohn, *' I am sorry for this, 
but • must make the best of it/' — M*Kinnon then 
Avalfced up from the shore, and did homage to the 
Wflthder^r. His lady waited in a cave, to which 
they all repaired^/ atld wet*e entertained with cold 
meat and w^ine*— ^Mh Malcolm M'Leod being now 
toperseded by the Laird of M'Kinnon, desired leave 
to retm-fi, which was granted him, and Prince 
Gharks wtote a fehort note, which he subscribed 
James Th&mpsdn^ informing his friends that he had 
got away from Sky, and thanking them for theif 
kindness; awd he desired this might be speedily 
tonreyed to young Rasay and Dr. Macleod, that* 
they might not wait longer in expectation of seeing 
him again. He bade a cordial adieu to Malcolm, 
and insisted on his accepting of a silver stock-buckle, 
and ten guineas from his purse, though, as Malcolm 
told me, it did not appear to contain above forty. 
Malcolm at first begged to be excused, saying, that 
he had a few guineas at his service ; but Prince 
Charles answered, " You will have need of money. 
I shall get enough when I come upon the main 
land.'' 

The Laird of M'Kinnon then conveyed him to 
the opposite coast of Knoidart. Old Rasay, to 
whom intelligence had been sent, was crossing at 
the same time to Sky ; but as they did not know of 
each other, and each had apprehensions, the two 
boats kept aloof. 

These are the particulars which I have collected 
concerning the extraordinary concealment and 
escapes of prince Charles, in the Hebrides. He 
was often in imminent danger. The troops traced 
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him from the Long Island^ across Sky, to Poitret> 
but there lost him. 

Here I stop, — having received no forther authen* 
tick information of his fatigues and perils before he 
escaped to France. — ^Kings and subjects may both 
take a lesson of moderation from the melancholy 
fate of the House of Stuart; that Kings may not 
suffer degradation and exile, and subjects may not 
be harassed by tHe evils of a disputed succession. 

Let me close the scene on that unfortunate House 
ivith the elegant and pathetick reflections of Fbliair€f 
in his Histoire GSneraJe. — ** Que les hommes prives 
** (says that brilliant writer, speaking of Prince 
" Charles) qui se croyent malheureux,^ jettent les 
" yeux sur ce prince et ses anc^tres.** 

In another place he thus sums up the sad story of 

the family in general : — " II n*y a aucun exemple 

*^ dans rhistoire d'une maison si longtems infor* 

^^ tunee. Le premier des Rois d'Ecosse, qui eut 

*^ le nom de Jacgues,- npres avoir ct€ dix^huit an$ 

*^ prison nier en Angleterre, mourut assassin^, avec 

<^ safemme, par la main de ses sujets. Jacques IL 

sons fils, fut tue k vingt-neuf ans en combattant 

contre les Anglois. Jacques III. ifiis en prison 

par son peuple, fut tue ensuite par les revokes, 

dans une batt&ille. Jacques IV. perit dans un 

f' combat qu'il perdit. Marie Stuart, sa petite fiUe, 

'* ch^ssee de son trone, fugitiv^ en Angleterre^ 

" ayant langui dix-huit ans en prison, se vit con« 

*^ damnee k mort par des juges Anglais, et eut la 

** tete tranch^e. Charles I. petit fils de Marie, 

^^ Roi d'Ecosse et d* Angleterre, vendu par les 

^^ Ecossois, et jug€ k mort par les Anglais, mourut 

sur un echaftaut dans la place publique* JacqueSp 
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^ son Blsi septi^me du nom^ et deuxieme en An- 
*' gleterre, fiit chassc de ses trois royaumes; et^ 
** pour comble de malheur on contesta k son fils sa 
** naissance ; le fils ne tenta de remonter sur letrone 
^ de ses peres, que pour faire perir ses amis par des 
** bourreaux ; et^ noiis avons vu le Prince Charles 
'* JSrfowarcJ, * reunissant en vain les vertus de ses 
'f peres, et le courage du Roy Jean Sobieshiy son ayeul 
maternel, executer les exploits et essuyer les mal ^ 
heurs les plus incroyables. Si quelque chose justi- 
fie ceux qui croyent une fatal ite k laquelle rien 
ne peut se soustraire, c'est cette suite continuelle 
^^ de malheurs qui a persecute la maison de Stuart, 
'^ pendant plus de trois-cent annd^s." 

The gallant Malcolm was apprehended in about 
ten days after they separated, put aboard a ship and 
carried prisoner to London. He said, the prisoners 
in general were very ill treated in their passage ; but 
there were soldiers on board who lived wdl, and 
sometimes invited him to share with them : that he 
had the good fortune not to be thrown into jail^ but 
was confined in the house of a messenger, of the 
name of Dick. To his astonishment, only on« witness 
could be found against him, though he had been so 
openly engaged ; and therefore, for want of suffi- 
cient evidence, he was set at liberty. He added^ 
that he thought himself in such danger, that he 
would gladly have compounded for banishment. 
Yet, he said, " he should never be so ready for 
death as he then was." — There is philosophical 
truth in this. A man will meet death much more 
firmly at one time than another. The enthusiasm 
even of a mistaken principle warms the mind, and 
sets it above the fear of death ; which in our cooler 
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moments, if we really tb^nk of, it, cannot but be 
terrible, or at least very awful. 

Miss Flora Macdonald being then also in Lon- 
don, under the protection of JLady Primrose, that 
lady provided a post-chaise to convey her to Scot- 
land, and desired she might choose any friend she 
pleased to accompany her. She chose Malcolm, - 
*^ So (said he, with a triumphant air) I went to Lon- 
don to be hanged, and returned in a post-chaise with 
Mi^s Flora Macdonald." 

Mr. Macleod of Muiravenside, whom we saw at 
Rasay, assured us that Prince Charles was in Lon- 
don in 1739, and that there was then a plan in agi« 
tation for restoring his family. Dr. Johnson could 
scarcely credit his story, and said, there could be 
iia probable plan at that time. Such an attempt 
could not have succeeded, unless the King of Prussia 
had stopped the army in Germany ; for both the 
army and the fleet would, even \yithout orders, have 
fought for the King, to whom they had engaged 
themselves.'* 

Having related so many particulars concerning 
the grandson of the unfortunate King James the Se- 
cond ; having given due praise to fidelity and gene- 
rous attachment, which, however erroneous th^ 
Judgement may be, are honourable for the heart ; 
I must do the Highlanders the justice to attest, that 
I found every where among them a high opinion of 
the virtue of the King now upon the throne, and 
an honest disposition to be faithful subjects to his 
majesty, whose family has possessed the sovereignty 
of this country so long, that a change, even for the 
abdicated family, would now hurt the best feeling? 
of all his subjects. 
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The abstract point of right would involve us in a 
discussion of remote and perplexed questions ; and 
after all^ we diould have no clear principle of de-* 
cision. That establishment, which, from political 
necessity, took place in ] 668, by a breach in the 
succession of our lyings, and which, whatever bene* 
fits may have accrued from it, certainly gave a sjiock 
to our monarchy, — the able aqd constitutional. 
Blackstone^ wisely rests on the solid footing of au- 
thority.—" Our ancestors having most indisputably 
a competent jurisdiction to decide this great and im- 
portant question, and having, in fact, decided it, it 
is now become our duty, at this distance of time^ 
to acquiesce in their determination *.** 

Mr. Paley, the present Archdeacon of Carlisle, 
in his Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy^ 
having, with much clearness of argument, shewn 
the duty of submission to civil governmenjt to be 
founded neither on an indefeasible j'z^^ divinuntj nor 
on compact, but on expediency, lays down this ra- 
tional position :-^'^ Irregularity in the first founda^ 
tion of a state, or subsequent violence^ fraud, or in- 
justice, in getting possession of the supreme power, 
are not sufficient reasons for resistance, after the go* 
vernment is once peaceably settled. No subject of 
the British empire conceives himself engaged to vin- 
dicate the justice of the Norman claim or conquest, 
or apprehends that his duty in any manner depends 
upon that controversy. So likewise, if the house 
of Lancaster, or even the posterity of Cromwell, had 
been at this day seated tipoii the throne of England,, 

* ComiiAentaribs on the laws of EngUnd^ ]^ok I. c)iap. 3* 
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,we should have been as little concerned to empire 
how the founder ef the femily came there *," 

In conformity with this doctrine, I myself^ though 
fully persuaded that the House of Stuart had origi- 
nally no right ^ to the crown of Scotland ; for that 
Balioly and not Bruce y was the lawful heir ; should 
yet have thought it very culpable to have rebelled, on 
that account, against Charles the First, or even a 

• B. VI. chap. 3. Since I have quoted Mr. Archdeacon Pakjr 
upon one subjepi, \ cannot but transcribe, from hit excellent work, 
a distinguished passage in support of the Christian Revelation.— -After 
shewing, in decent but strong terms, the unfairness of the indirect 
attempts of ipodem infidels to ppsettle and pprpleK religious pipinciples, 
and particularly the ifony, banter, and snetr^ of one whom he politely 
calls *' an eloquent historian,** the archdeacon thus expresses himself: 

** Seriousness is not constraint of thought ; nor levity, freedom. 
]5very mind which wishes tjie suivancement of truth and knowledge, 
in the most important of all hiiman researches, must abhor this licen- 
tiousness, as violating no less the laws of reasoning than the rights of 
decency. There is but one description of men to whose principles it 
ought to be tolerable. I ipe^n that class of reasoners who can see 
little in Christianity even supposing it to be true. To such adversa- 
ries we address this reflection.- — ^Had Jesus Christ delivered n« other 
declaration than the following, ' The ^hour is coming in the which all 
f that are in tlie graves $hall hear l^is voice, and shall ^qtqp forth* 
* — they that have done well unto the resurrection of life, and they 
' that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation,* he bad 
pronounced a message of inestimable importance, and well worthy of 
that splendid Jipp^ratus of prophecy and miracles with which his mis^ 
sion was introduced and attested :— 'a message in which the wisest of 
mankind would rejoice to find an answer to their doubts, and lest to 
^heir inquiries. It is idle to say that a future state had been disco* 
Tered already .-rrlt had beeq discovered as'l|he Copernican System 
was; — ^it was -que guess amon^i^st many. He alone discovers who 
proves , and no man can prove this point btit the teacher who testifies 
\}y miracles that his doctrine comes from Gop/*— 3pok V. chap. Q. 

If infidelity be di^ingenuously dispersed in every shape that is likely 
to allure, surprise, or b^uile the imagination, -*-4n a fable, a tale, a 
novel, a poem, — in books of/ travels, of philosophy, of natural his* 
toTy,-^$ Mr* Pal^y has well observed,<^*-I hope it b ^r in roe thus 
to meet such poison with an unexpected antidote, whi<:h I panpo^ 
^pfibt will be found powerful. 
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prince of that house much nearer the time, in order 
to assert the claim of the posterity of Baliol. 

However convinced I am of the justice of that 
principle, which holds allegiance and protection to 
be reciprocal, I do however acknowledge, that I 
am not satisfied with the cold sentiment which 
would confine the exertions of the subject with- 
in the strict line of duty. I would have every 
breast animated with the fervour of loyalty ; with 
that generous iittachment which delights in doing 
somewhat more than is required, and makes *^ ser* 
vice perfect freedom/* And, therefore, as our most 
gracious Sovereign, on his accession to the throne, 
gloried in being born a Briton ; so, in my more pri- 
vate sphere, Ego me nunc denique natum, gratulor. 
I am happy that a disputed succession no longer dis* 
tracts our minds ; and that a monarchy, established 
by law, is now so sanctioned by time, that we can 
fully indulge those feelings of loyalty which I am 
ambitious to excite. They are feelings which have 
ever actuated the inhabitants orthe Highlands and 
the Hebrides. The plant of loyalty is thtre in full 
vigour, and the Brunswick graft now flourishes like 
a native shoot. To that spirited race of people I may 
with propriety apply the elegant lines of a modem 
poet, on the " facile temper of the beauteous sex:** 

** Like birds new-caught, who flutter for a time, 
*' And stn^gle with captivity in vain j 
" But bj-and-by they rest, they smooth their plumes^ 
[ '* And to new masters sing their former notes **" 

Surely such notes are much better than the que- 
rulous growlings of suspicious Whigs and discon- 
J,ented Republicans. 

* Jgis, a tragedy, by John Hoiiftd* 
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Kingsburgh conducted us in his boat across oii# 
of the Ipchs, as they call them> or arms of the sea, 
which flow in upon all the coasts of Sky>-^to a mile 
beyond a place called Grishinish, Our horses had 
been sent round by land to roeet us. By this sail we 
Baved eight miles of bad riding. Dr. Johnson said, 
** When we take into computation what we have 
isved, and what we have gained, by this agreeable 
aail^ it is a great deal," He observed, "it is very 
disagreeable riding in Sky. The way is so narrow, 
one only at a time can travel, so it is quite unsocial ; 
und you canndt indulge in meditation by yourself, 
because you, must be always attending to the steps 
which your horse .takes." — This wfis a just and 
elear description of its inconveniedcies. 

The topick of emigration being again introduced. 
Dr. Johnson said, tjiat, ** a rapacious chief would 
make a wilderness of his estate.'* Mr. Donald 
McQueen told us, that the oppression, which then 
made so much noise, was owing to landlords listen-* 
ing to bad advice in the letting of their lands; that 
interested and designing people flattered them with 
golden dreams of much higher reats than could rear 
«onably be paid : and that some of the gentlen>en 
iaciismen^ or upper tenants, were themselves in part 
the occasion of the mischief, by over-rating the 
farms of others. That many of the tacksmen, ra- 
ther than comply with exorbitant demands, had 
gone ofi^to America, and impoverished the country, 
by draining it of its wealth ; and that their places 
were filled by a number qf poor people, who had lived 
under theiTJ, properly speaking, as servants, pai4 
by a certain proportion of the produce of the lands, 
though called sub-texiants. I observed^, that if the 

4 
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|xien o£ substance' were once banished from a Higfat? 
land estate,, it might probably be greatly reduced iu 
its value ; for one bad year might ruin a set of poor 
tenants, and men of any property would not settle 
in such a country, unless from the temptation of 
getting land extremely cheap ; for an inhabitant of 
any good county in Britain, had better go to Ame-*- 
rica than to the Highlands or Hebrides. Here, 
therefore was a consiideration that ought to induce 
p, Chief to act a more liberal part, from a , mere 
motive of interest, independent of the lofty and ho^ 
nourable principle of keeping a clan together, to 
be in readiness to serve his king. I added, that ( 
Gould not help thinking a little arbitrary power iu 
the sovereign, to control the bad policy and greedi- 
ness of the Chiefs, might sometimes be of service. 
In France a Chief would not be. permitted to force a 
number of the king's subjects out of the Country^ 
-r-Dr. Johnson concurred with me, observing, thajt 
^^ were an oppressive chieftain a subject of the 
French king, he would probably be admonished 
by a letter.'' 

During our sail. Dr. Johnsoti asked about the 
ijse of the dirk, with which he imagined the High* 
landers cut their meat. He was told, they had a 
knife and fork besides, to eat with. He asked, how 
did the women do ? and was answered, some of them 
had a knife and fork too; but in general the men^ 
,when they had cut their meat, handed their knives 
and forks to the women, and they themselves eat 
with their fingers. The old tutor of Macdonald al- 
ways eat fish with his fingers, alledging that a knife 
and fork gave it a bad taste. I took the liberty to 
pbserve to Dr. Johnson, tliat he did so.. " Yes, 
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said he t but it is because I am short-sighted, and 
afraid of bones, for which reason I am not fond of 
eating manj kinds of fish^ because I n^ust use my 
fingers.'* 

Dr. M'Pherson^s Dissertations on Scottish Antiqrd-^ 
ties, which he had looked at when at Corrichata- 
chin, being mentioned, he remarked, that " you 
might read half an hour, and ask yourself what you 
had been reading : there were so many words td so 
little matter, that there was no getting through the 
book." 

As soon as we reached the shore, we took leave 
of Kingsburgh, and mounted our horses. We 
passed through a wild moor, in many plaqes so soft 
that we were obliged to walk, which was very fa- 
tiguing to Dr. Johnson. Once he had advanced on 
horseback to a very bad step. There was a steep 
declivity on his left, to which he was so near, that 
there was not room for him to dismount in the usual 
way. He tried to alight on the other side, as if he 
had been a young buck indeed, but in the attempt he 
fell at his length upon the ground ; from which, 
however, he got up immediately without being hurt. 
During this dreary ride, we were sometimes relieved 
by a view of branches of the sea, that universal me- 
dium of connection amongst mankind. A guide, 
who had been sent* with us from Kingsburgh, ex^ 
plored the way (much in the same manner as, I sup» 
pose, is pursued in the wilds of America,) by ob- 
serving certain marks known only to the inhabitants. 
We arrived at Dunvegan late in the afternoon. The 
great size of the castle, which is partly old and partly 
new, and is built upon a rock 61ose to the sea, 
while the land around it presents nothing but wild^^ 
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indorish, hilly, and craggy aj^arances, gave a rude 
magnificence tp the scene. Having dismounted, we 
ascended a flight of steps^ which was made by thd 
late Macleod, for the accommodation of persons 
commg to him by land, there formerly being, for 
security, no other access to the castle but from the 
sea ; so that visitors who came by the land were un- 
der the necessity of getting into a boat, and sailed 
round to the only place where it could be approached. 
We were introduced into a stately dining-room, and 
received by Lady Macleod, mother of the laird, 
who, with his friend Talisker, having been detained 
on the road, did not arrive till some time after 
us. 

We found the lady of the house a very polite and 
sensible woman, who had lived for some time in 
London, and had there been in Dr. Johnson's com- 
pany. After we had dined, we repaired to the 
drawing-room, where some of the young ladi^ of the 
family, with their mother, were at tea. This room 
had formerly been the bed-chamber of Sir Roderick 
Macleod, one of the old Lairds ; and he chose it, 
because, behind it, there was a considerable cascade, 
the sound of which disposed him to sleep. Above 
his bed was this inscription: "Sir Rorie M*Leod 
of Dunvegan, Knight. God' send good rest T* — 
Rorie is the contraction of Roderick. He was 
called Rorie More^ that is, great Rorie, not from 
'liis size, but from his spirit.— Our entertainment here 
was in so elegant a style, and reminded my fellow- 
traveller so much of England, that he became qgite 
joyous. He laughed, and said, " Boswell, we came 
in at the wrong end of this island."—" Sir, (said I,) 
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it was best to keep this for the last^^'-^He answered^ 
" i would have it both first and last." 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBBB 14. 

Dr. Johnson said in the morning, "Is not this a 
fine lady ?"— There Was tiot a word now of his " im* 
patience to be in civilized life ;'* — though indeed 
I should beg pardon, — he found it here. We bad 
slept well, and lain long. After breakfast we sur- 
veyed the castle, and the garden. Mr. Bethune, 
the parish minister, — Magnus M*Leod, of Clagg*i>,' 
J)rother to Talisker, and M'Leod, of Bay, two siib^ 
stantial gentlemen of the clan, Mined with us. We 
had admirable venison, generous wine ; in a word, 
all that a good table has. This was really the hall 
of a chief. Lady M'Leod had been much obliged 
to my father, who had settled by arbitration a va* 
riety of perplexed claims between her and her rela- 
tion, the Laird of Brodie, which she now repaid 
]by particular attention tp me. — ^M^Leod started the 
subject of making women do penance in the church 
for fornication. — Johnson. " It is right, sir. Infa- 
my is attached to the crime, by universal opinion^ 
as soon as it is known. I would not be the man who 
would discover it, if I alone knew it, for a woman 
may reform ; nor would I commend a parson who 
divulges a woman's first offence ; but being once di- 
vulged, it ought to be infamous. Consider, of what 
importance to society the chastity of women is. 
Upon that all the property in the world depends. 
We hang a thief for stealing a sheep ; but the un- 
chastity of a woman transfers sheep, and farm and 
all, from the right owner. I have much more re- 
verence for a common prostitute than for a woman 



tvho conceals her guilt* The prostitute is known. 
She cannot deceive: she cannot bring a strumpet 
into the arms of an honest man, without his know- 
ledge."^*— Boswell. " There is, however, a great 
diflference between the licentiousness of a single wo- 
man, and that of a married Woman. "--—Johnson* 
** Yes, sir ; there is a great difference between steal- 
ing a shilling, and stealing a thousand pounds ; be<* 
tween simply taking a man's purse, and murdering 
him first; and then taking it. But when one begins 
to be vicious, it is easy to go on. Where single 
women are licentious, you rarely find faithful mar- 
ried women."- — Boswell. *^ And yet we are told 
that in some nations in India, the distinction b- 
strictly observed." — ^Johnson. " Nay, don't give u$ 
India. That puts me in mind of Montesquieu, 
tvho is really a fellow of genius too in many re- 
t&pects; whenever he wants to support a strange 
opinion, he quotes you the practice of Japan or o^ 
(BOme other distant country of w^hich he knows no- 
thing. To support polygamy, he tells you of the 
island of Formosa, where there are ten women 
born for one man. He had but to suppose another 
island, where there are ten men born for one woman, 
and so make a marriage between them *." 

'At supper. Lady -Macleod mentioned Dr. Cado- 
gan's book on the gout. — Johnson. " It is a good 
book in general, but a foolish one in particulars. 
It is good in general, as recommending temperance 
and exercise, and cheerfulness. In that respect it iS;, 

/ 

s 

* What my friend treated as so wild a supposition, has actually hap« 
pened in the Western islands of Scotland, if we may believe Martin, 
who tells, it of the islands of Cot and Tyr-yi, and says that it ii 
proved by the parish registers. 
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only Dr. Cheyne's book told in a new way ; stiA 
there should come out such a book every thirty 
years, dressed in the mode of the times. It is 
foolishj^ in maintaining that the gout is not here^ 
ditary, and that one fit of it, when gone, is like a 
fever when gone.'' — Lady Macleod objected that 
the author does not practise what he teaches*.— 
Johnson. " I cannot help that, madam. That does 
not make his book the worse. People are in- 
fluenced more by what a man says, if his practice 
is suitable to it, — because they are blockheads* 
The more intellectual people are, the readier will 
they attend to what a man tells them. If it is just^ 
they will follow it, be his practice what it will. No 
man practises so well as he writes. I have, all my 
life long, been lying till noon ; yet I tell all young 
men, and tell them with great siaicerity, that nobody 
who does not rise early will ever do any good- 
Only consider ! You read a book ; you are con- 
vinced by it ; you do not know the author. Sup- 
pose you afterwards know him, and find that^e 
does not practise what' he teaches; are you t^ give 
up your former conviction ? At this rate you Would 
be kept in a state of equilibrium, when reading 
every book, till you knew how the author prac- 
tised." — " But, said Lady M*Leod, you would 
think better of Dr. Cadegan, if he acted according 
to his principles."~JoHNSON. ** Why, madam, to 

* This was a general reflection against Dr. Cadogan^ when hi» 
fery popular book was first published. It was said, that whatever 
precepts he might give to others, he himself indulged freely in the 
bottle. But I have since had the pleasure of becoming acquainted 
with him, and, if his own testimony may be believed, (and I have 
Qever heard it itnpeached^) his course of life has been conformable t* 
his doctrine, * 
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wi sure, a man who acts in the f^ce of light, is woftie 
thin a man who does not know So iTltich ; yet I 
think fao man should be Worse thought of for 
pubhshing good principles. There is something 
noble in publishing; trutd, though it condemns one's 
telf;**-^I expressed some surprize at Cadogan's re- 
coniii)ending good humour, as if it were quite in 
bur own power to attain it. — Johnsont. *' Why, sir, 
k niari grows better humoured as he grows older. 
He improves by experience. When young, he 
thinks himself of great consequence, and every 
thing of importance. As he advances in life, he 
learhs to think himself of no consequence, and lit- 
tle things of little importance ; and so he becomes 
more patient, and better pleased. All good-humour 
and complaisance are acquired. Naturally a childt 
seizes directly what it sees, and thinks of pleasing it- 
self only. By degrees, it is taught to please others, 
and to prefer others ; and that this will ultimately 
produce the greatest happiness. If a man is not 
convinced of that, he never will practise it. Com- 
mon language speaks the truth as to this : we say, 
i a perst^n is well bred. As it is said, that all mate- 
rial motion is primarily in a right line, and is never 
per circuitumj never in ariother form, unless by some 
particular cause ; so it may be said intellectual mo- 
tion is.'^-^s^'Lady M*Leod asked, if no mail was na-* 
turally good ?— Johnson. •* No, madam, no more 
than a wolf." — Boswell. *•' Nor no woman, sir ?'' — 
Johnson. *• No, sir." — Lady M'Leod started at this, 
saying, in a low voice, *• This is worse than Swift.'* 
M'Leod of Ulitiish had come in the afternoon. 
.We were a jovial company at supper. The Laird, 
suwo^dcd by so many of his clan, was to me a 

P 
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pleasing sight. They listened with wonder and 
pleasure, while Dr* Johnson harangued. I am vexed 
that I cannot take ddwn his full strain of eloquence. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15. 

The gentlemen of the clan went away early in 
the morning to the harbour of Lochbradale, to take 
leave, of some pf their friends who were going to 
America. It was a very wet day. We looked at 
Rorie More*s horn, which is a large cow's horn, 
with the mouth of it ornamented with silver curi- 
ously carved. It holds rather more than a bottle 
and a^alf. Every Laird of M^Leod, it is said, 
must, as a proof of his manhood, drink it off full of 
^ claret, without laying it down. — From Rorie More 
many of the branches of the family are descended ; 
111 particular, the Talisker branch ; so that his name 
is much talked of. We also saw his bow, which 
hardly any man now can bend, and his Glaymore, 
which was wielded with both hands, and is of a 
prodigious size. We saW here some old pieces 
of iron armour,^ immensely heavy. The broad- 
sword now used, though called the Glaymore, ' (/. e. 
the <rr€at sword ,) is much smaller than that used in 
Rorie More's time. There is hardly a target now to 
be found in the Highlands. After the disarming act, 
they made them serve as.covers to their butter-milk 
barrels ; a kind of change, like beating spears into 
prunin^-hooks. 

Sir George Mackenzie's Works (the folio edition) 
happened to lie in a window in the dining room. I ask- 
edDr. Johnson tolookat the Character es Advocatorum. 
He allowed him power of mind, and that he under- 
stopd very well what he tellsi ; but said, that there 
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was too much declamation^ and that the Latin was 
not correct. He found fault with appropinquabant, 
in the character of Gilmour. I tried him with the 
opposition belween ^/orta and palmCf in the compari;>^ * 
son between Gihnour and Nisbet, which Lorcl 
Hailes^ in his Catalogue of the Lords of Session^ 
thinks difficult to be understood. The words are^ 
*^ penes ilium gloria, penes hunc J&a/m^.**— In a short 
Account of the Kirk of Scotland, which I pub- 
lished some years ago^ I applied these words to the 
two contending parties, and explained them thus : 
** The popular party has most eloquence ; Dr. 
Robertson's party most influence." — I was very de- 
sirous to hear Dr. Johnson's explication. — ^Johnson. 
^' I see no difficulty. Gilmour was admired for his 
parts; Nisbet carried his cause by his skill inlaw. 
Palma is victory." — I observed, that the character 
of Nicholson, in this book resembled that of Burke : 
for it is said, in one place, " in omnes lusos &jocas 
se scppe resolvehat * ; and, in another, *^ sed accipitris 
more e conspectu aliquando astantium sublimi se pro'ra-^ 
hens volatUy in prcedam miro impetu descendebal^J"* 
— Johnson. ** No, sir ; I never heard Burke make 
a good joke in my life.'* — Boswell. '* But, sir, you 
will allow he is a hawk." — Dr. Johnson, thinking 
that I meant this of his joking, said, " No, sir, he 
is not the hawk there. He is the beetle in the 
mire." — I still adhered to my metaphor, — " But he 
soars as the hawk." — ^Johnson. " Yes, sir ; but he 
catches nothing." — M*Leod asked, what is the par- 

* He often indulged himself in every species of pleasantry and wit. 

t But like the hawk, having soared with a lofty flight to a height 
ivhich the eye could not reach, he was wont to swoop upon his quarry 
ifvith wonderfal rapidity. 

p2 
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ticular excellence of Burke's eloquence ?— Johnson*- 
*'^ Copiousness and fertility of allusion ; a power qf 
diversifying his matter,- by placing it in various re- 
lations. Burke has great information, and great 
command of language ; though, in my opinion, it 
has not in every respect the highest elegance."—— 
BoswELL. " Do you think, sir, that Burke has read 
Cicero much?" — Johnson. ^^ I don't believe it, 
sir.* Burke has great knowledge, great fluency of 
words, and great promptness of ideas, so that he 
can speak with great illustration on any subject that 
comes before him. He is neither like Cicero, nor 
like Demosthenes, nor like any one else, but speaks 
as well as he can." 

In the 65 th page of the first volucne of Sir George 
Mackenzie, Dr. Johnson pointed out a paragraph 
beginning with j4ristotle^ and told me there was ail 
error in the text, which he bade me try to discover. 
I was lucky enough to hit it at once. As the pas- 
sage is printed, it is said that the devil answers even 
in engines. I corrected it to — er/er in ^enigmas. 
'^ Sir, (said he,) you are a good critick. This 
would have been a great thing to do in the text of 
an ancient authour." 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER.! 6. 

Last night much care was taken of Dr. John- 
son, who was still distressed by his cold. He had 
hitherto most strangely slept without a night-cap. 
Miss M'Leod made him a large flannel one, and he 
was prevailed with to drink a little brandy when he 
was going to bed. He has great virtue in not 
drinking wine or any fermented liquor, because, as 
he acknowledged to us, be could not do it ia 
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moderation. — ^Lady M^Leod would hardly believe 
him, and said, " I am sure, sir, ypu would not carry 
it too far." — ^Johnson. *^ Nay, madam, it carried 
me. I took the opportunity of a long illness to 
leave it off. It was then prescribed to me not to 
drink wine ; and, having broken off the habit, I 
have never returned to it.'* 

In the argument on Tuesday night, about natural 
goodness, Dr. Johnson denied that any child was bet* 
ter than another, but by difference of instruction ; 
though, in consequence of greater ^ attention being 
paid to instruction by one child than another, and -, 
oi a variety of imperceptible causes, such as in- 
struction being counteracted by servants, a notioa 
was conceived, that of two children, equally well 
educated, one was naturally much worse than an- 
other. He owned, this morning, that one might 
have a greater aptitude to learn than another, and 
that we inherit dispositions from our parents. *^ I 
inherited, (said he,) a vile melancholy from my fa- 
ther, which has made me mad all my life, at least 
not sober.*'— Lady M^Leod wondered he should tell 
this..^-** Madam, (said I,) he knoV^s that with that' 
madness he is superior to other men.** 

I hav^ often been astoriished with what exactness 
and perspicuity he will explain the process of .any 
art. He this morning explained to us all the opera- 
tion of coining, and, at night, all the operation of 
brewing, so very clearly, that Mr. McQueen said, - 
when he heard the first, he thought he had been # 
bred in the Mint ; when he heard the second, that 
he hiid been bred a brewer. 

I was elated by the thought of having been able 
to entice such a man to this remote part of th^ 
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world. A ludicrous, yet just image presented itfi$ilf, 
to my mind^ which I expressed to the company. I( 
compared myself to a dog who has got hold of a large 
piece of meat, and runs away with it to a comer, 
where he may devour it in peace, without any fear 
of others taking it from him. " In London^ Rey- 
nolds, Beauclerk, and all of them, are contending 
who shall enjoy Dr. Johnson's co^iversation. We 
are feasting upon it, undisturbed, at Dunvegan." 
' It was still a storm of wind and rain. Dr. John- 
son however walked out with M'Leod, and saw 
Rorie More*s cascade in full perfection. Colonel 
M^Leod, instead^ of being all life and gaiety, as I 
have seen him, was at present grave, and somewhat 
(ti^pressed by his anxious concern about M^Leod^s 
affairs, and by finding some gentlemen of the clan by 
no means disposed to act a generous or affectionate, 
part to their Chief in his distress, but; bargaining 
with him as with a stranger. However, he was agree- 
able and polite, and Dr. Johnson said, h^ was a very 
pleasing man. — My fellow-traveller and I talk- 
ed of going to Sweden ; and, while we were settling 
our plaA, I expressed a pleasure in the prospect of 
seeing the king. — Johnson. " I doiibt, sir, if he 
would speak to us."— Colonel M^Leod said, •* I 
am sure Mr. Boswell would speak to Am." But, 
seeing me a little disconcerted by his remark, he po- 
litely added, " and with great propriety .''—Here, 
let me offer a short defence of that propensity 
in my disposition^ to which this gentleman alluded. 
It has procured me much happiness. I hope it does not 
deserve so hard a riame as either forwardness or im- 
pudence. If I know myself, it is nothing more than 
an eagerness to share the society of men distinguishe4 
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either ty theii^ rank or their talents, and a diligence 
to attain what I desire. If a man is praised for seek- 
ing .knowledge, though mountains and seas are in 
his way, may he not be pardoned, whose ardour, in 
the pursuit of the sarnie object, leads him to encoun- 
ter difficulties as great, though of a different kind ? 

After the ladies were gone from table, we talked 
of the Highlanders not having sheets ; and this led 
us to consider the advantage of wearing linen.— 
Johnson. ^^ All animal substances are less cleanly 
, than vegetable. Wool, of which flannel is made^ 
is an animal substance ; flannel therefore is not so 
cleanly as linen. I remember I used to think tar 
dirty ; but when I knew it to be only a preparation 
of the juice of the pine, I thought so no longer. It 
is not disagreeable to have the gum that oozes from 
a plum-tree uj3on your fingers, because it is vege- 
table ; but if you have any candle-grease, any tallow 
upon your fingers, you are uneasy till you rub it 
ofT. — I have often thought, that if I kept a se- 
raglio, the ladies should all wear linen gowns,««-or 
cotton ;— I meap stuffs made of vegetable substances. 
I would have no silk; you cannot tell when it is 
clean : It will be very nasty before it is perceived 
to be so. Linen detects its own dirtiness.'* 

To hear the grave Dr. Samuel Johnson, ** that ma- 
jestick teacher of moral and religious wisdom,'* while 
sitting solemn in an arm-chair in the Isle of Sky, 
talk, ex cathedra^ of his keeping a seraglio, and ac- 
knowledge that the supposition had o/irenbeen in his 
thoughts, struck me so forcibly with ludicrous con- 
trast^ that I could not but laugh immoderately. He 
was too proud to submit, even for a moment, to be 
the object of ridicule, and instantly retaliated with 

6 
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such Kfjcn. sarcastic^ wit^ and such a variety pf (de* , 
grading images^ of every one pf which I was thfi 
object, that^ though I can bear such attacks as wcjl 
a^ mpst men, I yet foupd inyjelf sp much the sport 
of all the pDmpaqy, thaf I , wpulfl gladly expunge 
from my mind every tracp pf this seyerp retort. 

Talking of our friend Langton's house in Lin-^ 
colnshire, he said, " the old house of the f9mi]y 
was burnt. A temporary building y^SLS prected in it$ 
room ; and to this day they have been always ^dding 
as the family increased. It is like a shirt made for 
a fnan when he wa^ a child, and enlarged always ^s 
he growjs older." 

We talke4 to pight of Luther's allowing the 
Landgrave pf Pesse two wivps, and that it was with 
the consent pf the wife'to whom he was first mar- 
ried,— JoHj^soN. " Tlierie wag po f^afm in this, so 
ftf as she was only concerped^ because volenti nonjit 
tryuria. But it was an pfF<^nce against the general 
order of society, and against the layir of the Gospel, 
by which one man and one woman are to be united. 
No man cjin have two wives, but by preventing 
somebody else from having one." 

FRIDA:^, SEPTEMBER 17. 

^ft^r dinner yestierday, we had a conversation 
upon cunning. M^LiCod said that he was pot afraid 
of cunning people ; but wppld let them play their 
tricks about him like monkeys. ^* But, (said I,) 
they 11 scratch ;•' apd Mr, McQueen adde^, " they'll 
invent new tricks, as soon as you find out what they 
dp.'* — Johnson. '^ Cunning has effect frpm the cre- 
dulity of others, rather than from the abilities of 
those who* are cunning. It requires no extraord^^t 
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naiy talents to lie and deceive,'* — ^Thia led us to 
consider whether it did not require great abilities to be' 
vftry wii^d.-r^JoHNSoijr. *^ It requires great abilities 
to have ihidpQwer pf being very wicked ; biil;^ not to 
be very wicked, A ipan who has the power, which 
great abilities procure him, may i\se it well or ill; v 
and it requir<ss more abilities to use it well, than 
tQ use it ill. Wicl^edness is always easier than vir-^ 
tue ; for it takes the short cut to every thing. It is 
much easier to steal ^ hundred pounds, than to get 
it hy labour, or any other way. Consider only what 
,apt of wickedness requires grjsat abilities to commit 
it^ when pnce the person who is to do it has the 
power ; for there is the distinction. It requires great 
abilities to conquer an army, but none to massacre 
it after it is conquered.'* 

The weather this day was rather better than any 
that we had since we came to Dunvegan. Mr. 
McQueen had often mentioned a curious piece of 
antiquity near this, which he called a, temple of the 
Goddess Anaitis. Having often talked of going to 
$ee it, hp and I set out after breakfast, attended by 
his servant, a fellow quite like a savage. I must 
o1)serve here, that in Sky there seems to be much 
idleness ; for men and boys follow you,* as colts foU 
low passengers upon a road* The usual figure or 
a Sky-boy, is a fotvn with bare legs and feet, a 
diyiy kilt, ra^ed coat and waistcoat, a bare head, 
and a stick in his hand, which, I suppose, is partly 
to help the lazy rogue to walk, partly to serve as a 
kipd of a defensive weapon. We walked what is 
called two miles, but is probably four, from the 
^ castle, till we came to the sacred place. The cour«; 
try frgund is a blac]s: dreary mpor on all sides^ ex* 
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cept to the sea-coast, towards which there is a view 
through a valley; and the farm of Bay shews some 
good land. The place itself is green ground, being 
wdl drained by means of a deep glen on each side, 
m both of which there runs a rivulet with a good 
quantity of water, forming several cascades, which 
make a considerable appearance and sound. The 
first thing we came to was an earthen mound, or 
djke, extending from the one precipice to the other. 
A little farther on was a strong stone- wall, not high, 
bnt very thick, extendit)g in the same manner. On 
the outside of it were the ruins of two houses, one 
on^each side of the? entry or gate to it. The wall is 
bnilt aU along of uncemented stones, but of so 
large 9 sice as to make a very firm and durable ram- 
part. It has been built all about the consecrated 
ground, except where the precipice is steep enough 
to form an inclosure of itself. The sacred spot con- 
tiinS' more than two acres. There are within it the 
ruins of many houses, none of them large,— a cairw, 
— ^nd many graves marked by clusters of stones; 
Mr. McQueen insisted that the ruin of a small build- 
ing, standing east and west, was actually the temple 
of the Goddess Anaitis, where her statue was 
kept, and froni whence processions were made to 
wash it in one of the brooks. There is, it must be 
owned, a hollow road, visible for a good way from 
the entrance; but Mr. McQueen, with the keen 
eye of an antiquary, traced it much farther than I 
could perceive it. There is not above a foot and a 
half in height of the walls now remaining ; and the 
whole extent of the building was never, I imagine, 
gK^ater than an ordinary Highland house. Mr. 
McQueen has collected a great deal of learning oii 
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the subject of the temple of Akaitis ; and I had en- 
deayoured^ in my journal, to state such particulars as 
might give some idea of it, and of the surrounding 
sf^ery ; but from the great difficulty of describing; 
visible objects, I found my account so uusatisfacto* 
ly, that my readers would probably have exclaimed 

'* And write about it. Goddess, and about it 5" 

and therefore I have omitted it. 

When we got home, and were again at table with 
Dr, Johnson, we first talked of portraits. He agreed 
in thinking them valuable in families. I wished to 
know which he preferred, fine portraits, or those of 
which the.merit is resemblance. — ;Johnson. *^ Sir, 
their chief excellence is being like.'' — Boswell. 
*' Are you of that opinion as to the portraits of ances- 
tors, whom one has never seen?*' — Johnson. "It. 
then becomes of more consequence that they should 
be like ; and J would have them in the dress of the 
times, which makes a piece of history. One should, 
like to see how Rorie More looked. Truth, sir, is 
of the greatest value in these things.*'— Mr. 
McQueen observed, that if you think it of no con- 
sequence whether portraits are like, if they are but 
well painted, you may be indifferent whether a piece 
of history is true or not, if well told.. 

Dr. Johnson said at breakfast to-day, 'Hhat it 
was but of late that historians bestowed pains and . 
attention in consulting records, to attain to accu.- 
racy. Bacon, in writing his history of Henry VII. 
does not seem to have consulted any, but to have 
just taken what he found in other histories, and 
blended it with what he learnt by tradition.*' He 
agreed with me that there should be a chronicle 
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kept in every considerable family, to preserve the 
characters and transactions of su(k^0ssive generations. 
After dinner I started the subject of the temple 
of Anaitis. Mr. McQueen had laid stress on 
the name given to the place by the country people,-^ 
jiinnit ; and added, ^^ I knew not what to make of 
this piece of antiquity, till I met with the Anaiiidis 
delubrum in Lydia, mentioned by Pausanias and the 
elder Pliny." — Dr. Johnson, with his usual acute- 
ness, examined Mr. M'Queen as to the meaning of 
the word jiinnit, in Erse ; and it proved to be a 
ivater^place, or a place near water, ** which, said Mr. 
McQueen, agrees with all the descriptions of the 
temples of that goddess, which were situated near 
rivers, that there might be water to wash the statue." 
—Johnson. " Nay, sir, the argument from the name 
is gone. The name is exhausted by what we see. 
We have no occasion to go to a distance for what 
we can pick up under our feet. Had it been an 
accideiital name, the similarity between it an4 
Anaitis might have had something in it; but it turns 
out to be a mere physiological name." — Macleod 
said, Mr. M*Queen's knowledge of etymology had 
destroyed his conjecture.— Johnson. *^ Yes, sir ; 
Mr. McQueen is like the eagle mentioned by Waller, 
who was shot with an arrow feather'd from his own 
wing." — Mr. M*Queen would not, however, give 
up his conjecture. — ^Johnson. " You have one pos- 
aibility for you, and all possibilities against you. It 
is possible it may be the temple of Anaitis. But it 
is also possible that it may be a fortification 5-'— or 
it may be a place of Christian worship, as the first 
Christians often chose remote and wild places, to 
make an impression on the mind : or, if it was 9^ 



TO THE HEBRIDES: an 

heathen temple, it may have been built near a river, 
for the purpose of lustration ; and there is such a 
multitude of divinities, to whom it may have been 
dedicated, that the chapce of its, being a temple of 
jinaitis is hardly any thing. It is like throwing a 
.grain of sand upon the sea-shore to-day, and think- 
ing you may find it to-morrow. No, sir, this tem- 
ple, like many an ill -built edifice, tumbles . dowti 
before it is roofed in." — In his triumph over the 
reverend antiquarian, he indulged himself in a coth^ 
ceit ; for, some vestige of the altar of the goddess 
being much insisted on in support of the hypothesis, 
he said, ** Mr. McQueen is fighting pro aris etfocis** 
It was wonderful how well time passed in a remote 
castle, and in dreary weather. After supper, we 
talked of Pennant. It was objected that he was su- 
perficial. Dr. Johnson defended him warmly. He 
said, ^* Pennant has greater variety of enquiry than 
almost any man, and has told us more than perhaps 
one in ten thousand could have done, in the time 
that he took. He has not said what he was to tell ; 
so you cannot find fault with him, for what he has 
nbt told. If a man comes to look for fishes, you 
cannot blame him if he does not attend to fowW-— 
*• But, said Colonel M^Leod, he mentions theuU'* 
reasonable rise of rents in the Highlands, and says, 

* the gentlemen are for emptying the bag, without 

* filling it ;' for that is the phrase he uses. Why 
does he not tell how to fill it ?" — Johnson. " Sir, 
there is no end of negative criticism. He tells what 
he observes, and as much as he chooses. If he tells 
what is not true, you may find fault with him ; but, 
though he tells that the land is not well cultivated; 
he is not obliged to tell how it may be well culti^ 
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vated. If I tell that many of the Highlanders go 
bare-footed, I am not obliged to tell how they may 
get shoes. Pennant tells a fact. He need go no 
farther, except he pleases. He exhausts nothing; 
and no subject whatever has yet been exhausted. But. 
Pennant has surely told a great deal. Here is a man 
six feet high, and you are angry because he is not 
seven.*' — Notwithstanding this eloquent Oratio pro 
PennantiOf which they who have read this' gentle- 
ihan*s Tours, and recollect the Savage and the Shop- 
keeper at Monboddo, will probably impute to the 
spirit of contradiction, J still think that he had bet- 
ter have given more attention to fewer things, than 
have thrown together such a number of 'imperfect 
accounts. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16. 

Before breakfast. Dr. Johnson came up to my 
room, to forbid me to mention that this was his 
birth-day; but I told him I had done it already; 
at which he was displeased ; I suppose from wishing 
to have nothing particular done on his account. 
Lady M^Leod and I got into a wartn dispute. She- 
wanted to build a house upon a farm which she has 
taken, about five miles from the castle, and to make 
gardens and other ornaments there ; all of which I 
approved of ; but insisted that the seat of the family 
should always be upon the rock of Dunvegan. — 
JoHNSOi^. ^* Ay, in time we'll build all round this 
rock. You may make a very good house at the 
farm ; but it must not be such as. to tempt the Laird 
of M*Leod to go thither to reside. Modt of the 
great families of England have a secondary resi- 
dence, which is called a jointure-house : let the new 
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house be of .that kind/''— -The lady insiated thatthe 
rock was very inconvenient ; that there was no place 
near it where a good garden could be made ; that 
it must always be a rude place ; that it was a Mercum 
lean labour to make a dinner here.*— ^I was vexed to 
find the alloy of modern refinement in a lady who 
had so much old family spirit.-— *^ Madam, (said I,) 
if once you quit this rock^ there is no knowing 
where you may settle. You move five miles firsts 
—then to St. Andrews^ as the late Laird did ;— ^ 
then to Edinburgh ;— ^nd so on till you end at 
Hampstead, or in France. No^ no ; keep to the 
rock : it is the very jewel of the estate. It looks 
as if it had been let down from heaven by the four 
porners, to be the residence of a Chief. Have all 
the comforts and' conveniencies of life upon it^ but 

never leave Rorie More*s cascade.'* " But, (said 

she,) is it not enough if we keep it ? !N|ust we never 
have more convenience than Rorie More had? 
he had his beef brought to dinner in one basket, and 
his bre^d in another. Why not as well be Rorif 
More all over, as live upon his rock ? And should 
not we tire, in looking perpetually on this rock ? It 
is very well for you, who have a fine place, and every 
thing easy, to talk thus, and think of chaining ho-* 
nest folks to a rock. You would not live upon it 
yourself." — '* Yes, madam, (said I,) I would live 
upon it, were I Laird of M^Leod, and should be 
unhappy if I were not . upoii it." — Johnson, (with 
a strong voice, and most determined manner,) 
^^ Madam, rather than quit the old rock, Boswelt 
would live in thQ pit ; he would make his bed in 
the dungeon.'*^ — I felt a degree of elation, at find- 
ing my resolute feudal enthusiasm thus confirmed 
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by such a sanction. The lady was puzzle^ a little 
She still returned to her pretty farm,— rich ground^ 
*— fine garden. — —** Madam, (said Dr. Johnson,) 
were they in Asia, I would not leave the rock.'*— ^ 
My opinion oh this subject is still the ssime. An 
ancient family residence ought to be a primary db^ 
ject) and though the situation of Dunvegan be such 
that little can be done here in gardening, or pleasure- 
ground, yetj in addition to the veneration required 
by the lapse of time, it has many circumstances of 
natural grandeur, suited to the seat of a Highland 
Chief: it has the sea, — islands,— rocks, — ^hills, — 
a noble cascade ; and when the family is again iA 
opulence, something may be done by art.** 

Mr. Donald McQueen went away to-day, iq or« 
der to preach at Bracadale next day. We were so 
comfortably situated at Dunvegan, that Dr. John- 
son could hardly be moved from it. I proposed M 
him that we should leave it on Monday. " No, sir, 
(said he,) I will not go before Wednesday. I will 
have some more of this good."— However, as the 
weather was at this season so bad, and so very un- 
certain, and we had a great dea> to do yet, Mf^ 
McQueen and I prevailed with him to agree to set 
out on Monday, if the day should be good. Mr. 
McQueen though it was incoilbvenient for him to 
be absent from his harvest, engaged to wait on Mon- 
day at Ulinish for us. When he was going away. 
Dr. Johnson said, *^ I shall ever retain a great re- 
gard for you ; then asked him if he had the Ram* 
BLER. — Mr. McQueen said, ** No ; but my brother 
has it." — Johnson. " Have you the Idler?** — 
McQueen. •* No, sir.'* — Johnson. ** Then I will 
order one for you at Edinburgh, which you will 
keep in remembrance of me.** — ^Mr. McQueen was 
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much pleased with this. , He expressed' to me, in 
the strongest terms, his admiration of Dr. Johnson's 
wonderful k;nowledge, and every other quality for 
which he is distitiguished. I asked Mr. McQueen, if 
he was satisfied with beiog a minister in Sky. He said 
he was ; but he owned that his forefathers having 
been so long there, and his having beqn born there, 
made a chief ingredient in forming his contentment. 
I should have mentioned, that on our left hsmd, be- 
tween Portree and Dr. Macleod's hous^, Mr. 
McQueen told me there had been a college of the 
Knights Templars ; that tradition said so ; and that 
there was a ruin remaining of their church, which 
had been burnt : but I confess Dr. Johnson has 
weakened.my belief in remote tradition. In the dis- 
pute about Anaitis^ Mr. McQueen said, Asia Minor 
was peopled by Scythians, and, as they were the 
ancestors of the Celts, the same religion might be 
in Asia Minor and Sky. — ^Johnson. " Alas ! sir, 
what can a nation that has not letters tell of its ori* 
ginal. I have always difficulty to be patient when 
I hear authors gravely quoted, a(s giving accounts 
of savage nations, which accounts they had from 
the savages themselves. What can the M^Craas 
tell about themselves a thousand years ago ? There 
is no tracing the connection of ancient nations, but 
by language; and therefore I am always sorry when 
any language is lost, because languages are the pe- 
digree of nations. If you find the same language 
m distant countries, you may be sure that the inha- 
bitants of each have been the same people ; that is 
to say, if you find the languages a good deal the 
same ; for a word here and there being the same, 
will not do. Thus Butler, in his Hudibras, remem- 

Q 
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bering that Penguin, in the Straits of Magellan^ 
signifies a bird with a white head, and that the same 
word has, in Wales, the signification of a white- 
headed wench, (j&en head, and gfwm white,) byway 
of ridicule, concludes that the people of those 
Straits are Welsh." 

A young gentleman of the name of McLean, 
nephew to the Laird of the isle of Muck, came 
this morning ; and, just as we sat down to dinner^ 
cam,e* the Laird of the isle of Muck himself, his 
lady, sister to Talisker, two other ladies their rela- 
tions, and a daughter of the late M*Leod of 
Hamer, who wrote a treatise on the second sights 
^under the designation of Theophilus Insulanus. 
It was somewhat droll to hear this Laird called by his 
title. Muck would have sounded ill ; so he was 
called Isle of Muck, which went off with great rea- 
diness. The name, as now written, is unseemly, 
but it is not so bad in the original Erse, which is 
Mouach, signifying the Sows* Island. Buchanan 
calls it Insula Porcorum. It is so called from its 
form. Some call it Isle of Monk. The Laird 
insists that this is the proper name. It was for- 
merly church-land belonging to Icolmkill, and a 
hermit lived in it. It is two miles long, and about 
three quarters of a mile broad. The Laird said, 
he had seven score of souls upon it. Last year he 
had eighty persons inoculated, mosftly children, but 
some of them eighteen years of age. He agreed 
with the surgeon to come and do it, at half a crown 
a head. — It is very fertile in corn, of which they 
export some ; and its coasts abound in fish. A 
taylor comes there six times in a year. They get a 
good* blacksmith from the isle of Egg. 
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It was rather worse weather than any that we 
had yet. At breakfast Dr. Johnson said, ^^ Some 
cunning men ehoose fools for their wives, thinking 
to manage them, but they always fail, lliere is a 
spaniel fool and a mule fool. The spaniel fool may 
be made to do by beating. The mule fool will 
neither do by words nor blows ; and the spaniel fool 
often turns mule at last : and suppose a fool to be 
made do pretty well, you must have the continual 
trouble of making her do. Depend upon it, no 
woman is the worse for sense and knowledge.'*— 
Whether afterwards he meant merely to say a polite 
thing, or to give his opinion, I could not be sure ; 
but he added, ^^ Men know that women are an 
over-match for them, and therefore they choose the 
weakest or most ignorant. If they did not think so, 
they never could be afraid of women knowing 
as much as themselves."— In justice to the sex, I 
think it but candid to acknowledge, that, in a sub- 
sequent conversation, h^ told me that he was se-- 
rious in what he had said. 

He came to my room this morning before 
breakfast, to read my Journal, which he has done 
all along. He often before^ said, '* I take great 
delight in reading it." To-day he said, "You 
improve: it grows better and better."— -I observed, 
there was a danger of my getting a habit of writing 
in a slovenly manner.—" Sir, said he, it is not 
written in a sloveflly manner^ It might be printedi 
were the subject fit ^ frHnting*." — ^While Mr. 

* As I have faithfully recorded so many minute particulars, X 
hope I shall bt pardoned for inserting so flattering an ehoomium on 
what is DOW offered to the publick* 

a2 
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Beaton preached to us in the dining-room, Dr* 
Johnson sat in his own room where I saw lying 
before him a volume of Lord Bacon's works, the 
Drcay op Caristian Piety, Monboddo's Origin 
OP Language, and Sterne's Sermons. — ^He asked me 
to-day how it happened that we were so little toge- 
ther : I told him, my Journal took np much time 
Yet, on reflection, it appeared strange to me, that 
although I would run from one end of London to 
another to pass an hour with him, I should omit 
to seize any spare time to be in' his company, when 
I am settled in the same house with him. But my 
Journal is really a task of much time and labour^ 
and he forbids me to contract it. 

I omitted to mention, in its place, that Dr. 
Johnson told Mr. McQueen that he had found the 
belief of the second sight universal in Sky, except 
among the clergy, who seemed determined against 
it. I took the liberty to observe to Mr. McQueen, 
that the clergy were actuated by a kind of vanity. 
** The world, (say they,) takes us to be credulous 
men in a remote corner. We'll shew them that; 
we are more enlightened than they think." Hie 
worthy man said, that his disbelief of it was from his 
not finding sufficient evidence ; but I could perceive 
that he was prejudiced against it. 

After dinner to-day, we talked of the extraordi- 
nary fact of Lady Grange's being sent to St. Kilda, 
and confined there for several years, without any 
means of relief*. Dr. Johnson said, if M^Leod 

* The true story of this lady, which happened in this century, 
is .as frightfully romantick as if it had been the fiction of a gloomy 
fancy. She was the wife of one of the Lords of Session in Scotland, 
a man of the ver^ fint blood of his country. For some roysterious 
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would let it be known that he had such a place for 
naughty ladies, he might make it a very profitable 
island.— -We had, in the course of our tour, heard 
of St. Kilda poetry. Dr. Johnson observed, *^ it 
must be very poor, because they have very few 
images/' — ^Boswell. ^^ There may be a poetical 
genius shewn in combining these^ and in making 
poetry of them/* — Johnson* *^ Sir, a man cannot 
make fire but in proportion as he has fuel. He 
cannot coin guineas but in proportion as he has 
gold."~-At tea he talked of his intending to go to 

reasons^ which have never been discovered^ she was seized and car-* 
ri«d off in the dark, she knew not by whom, and by nightly jour* 
nies was conveyed to the Highland shores, from whence she was 
transported by sea to the remote rock of St. Kilda, where she re- 
mained, amongst its few wild inhabitants, a forlorn prisoner, but 
liad a constant supply of provisions, and a woman (o wait on her* 
No inquiry was made after her, till she at last found means to convey 
A letter to a confidential friend^ by the daughter of a Catechist, who 
concealed it in a clue of yarn. Information being thus obtained at 
Edinburgh, a ship was sent to bring her off; but intelligence of this 
being received, she was conveyed to M'Leod's island of Herries^ 
where she died. 

In Carstarbs's State Papers we find an authentick narrative of 
Connor, a catholick priest, who turned protestant, being seized by 
some of Lord Seafotth^s people^ and detained prisoner in the island 
of Herrics several years ^ he was fed with bread and water,' and 
lodged in a house where he was ea^posed to the rains and cold. Sir 
James Qgilvy writes, (June 18, 15670 that the Lord Chancellor, 
the Lord Advocate, and himself, were to meet next day, to take ef- 
fectual methods to have this redressed. Connor was then still detained* 
p. 310.— This shews what private oppression might in the last cen- 
tury be practised in the Hebrides. 

In the same collection, the Earl of Argyle gives a picturesque 
account of an embassy from the grea^ M'Neil o/Barra, as that insular 
Chief used to be denominated.— r«^ I received ji letter yesterday from 
McNeil of Bana, who lives very far off, sent by a gentleman in all 
formality, offering' his service, which had made you laugh to see 
his entry. His style of his letter rqns as if he were of another king*^ 
4oro/*— P. 64S, 
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Italy in 17-76. M'Lcod said, he would like Paris bet- 
ter. — Johnson. ** No, sir ; there are none of the 
French literati now alive, to visit whom I would 
cross a sea. I can find in BufFon's book all that he 
can say*." 

After supper he said, *' T am sorry that prize- 
fighting is gone out ; every art should be preserved, 
and the art of defence is surely important. It is 
absurd that our soldiers should have swords, and 
not be taught the use of them. Prize-fighting 
made people accustomed not to be alarmed at 
seeing their own blood, or feeling a little pain from 
a wound. I think the heavy glaymore was an 
ill-contrived weapon. A man could only strike 
once wit]i it. It employed both his hands, and he 
must of course be soon fatigued with wielding it ; 
so that if his antagonist could only keep playing a 
while, he was sure of him. I would fight with a 
dirk against Rorie More*s sword. I could ward off 
^ blow with a dirk, and then run in upon my 
enemy. When within that heavy sword, I have 
him ; he is quite helpless, and I could stab him at 
my leisure, like a calf. — It is thought by sensible 
military men, that the English do not enough avail 
themselves of their superior strength of body against 
the French ; for that must always have a great ad- 
vantage in pushing with bayonets. I have heard 
an officer say, that if women Could be made to 
stand, they would dp as well as men in a mere in* 

• I doubt the justice of my fellow-traveller's remark concerning 
the French literati^ many of whom, I am told, have considerablt 
merit in conversation, as well as in their writings. That of Mon* 
sieur de Buffon^ in particular, I am well assured, is highly InstrttCtiYC 
<md entertaining. 

6 
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terchange of bullets from a distance : but, if a body 
of men should come close up to them, then to be 
cure they must be overcome ; now, (said he,) in the 
eame manner the weaker-bodied French must be 
overcome by our strong soldiers." 

The subject of duelling was introduced.— 
Johnson. ** There is no case in England where one 
or other of the combatants must die : if you have 
overcome your adversary by disarming him, that is 
sufficient, though you should not kill him ; your 
honour, or the honour of your family, is restored, 
as much as it can be by a duel. It is cowardly to 
force your antagonist to renew the combat, when 
you know that you have the advantage of him by 
superior skilL You might just as well go and cut 
his throat while he is asleep in his bed. When a 
duel begins, it is supposed there may be an equa- 
lity ; because it is not always skill that prevails. It 
depends much on presence of mind ; nay on acci- 
dents. The wind may be in a man's face. He 
may fall. Many sudi things may decide the supe* 
riority.— A man is sufficiently punished, by being 
called out, and subjected to the risk that is in a 
duel/' — ^But on my suggesting that the injured 
person is equally subjected to risk, he fairly owned 
he could not explain the rationality of duelling.* 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20. 

When I awaked, the storm was higher still. It 
abated about nine, and the sun shone ; but it rained 
again very soon, and it was not a day for travelling. 
At breakfast. Dr. Johnson told us, " there was 
once a pretty good tavern in Catherine-street in the 

* {^See the Life of Johnson^ vol. iv. p. 228, 5tb edit.} 
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Strand, where very good company met in an even- 
ing, and , each man called for his own half-pint o 
wine, or gill, if he pleased ; they were frugal men^ 
and nobody paid but for what he himself drank. 
The house furnished no supper ; but a woman at- 
tended with mutton-pies, which any body might 
purchase. I was introduced to this company by 
Gumming the Quaker, and used to go there some*' 
times when I drank wjne. In the last age, when 
my mother lived in London, there were two sets of 
people, those who gave the wall, and those who 
took it; the peaceable and the quarrelsome. When 
I returned to Lichfield, after having been in Lon- 
don, my mother asked me whether I was one of 
those who gave the wall, or those who took it. 
Now, it is fixed that every man keeps to the right; 
or, if one is taking the wall, another yields it, and 
it is liever a dispute.'*i — He was very severe on a 
lady, whose name* was mentioned. He said, he 
would have sent her to St. Kilda. That she was as 
bad as negative badness could be, and stood in the 
way of what was good : that insipid beauty would 
not go a great way ; and that such a woman might be 
cut out of a cabbage, if there was a skilful artificer. 

M'Leod was too late in coming to breakfast. 
Dr. Johnson said, laziness was worse than the tootli- 
ach. — BoswELL. *^ I cannot agree with you, sir; a 
basop of cold water, or a horse whip will cure 
laziness." — Jonnson. " No, sir, it will only put off 
the fit ; it will not cure the disease. I have been 
trying to cure my laziness all my life, and could 
not do it."— BoswELL. "But if a man does in a 
shorter time what might be the labour of a life, 
there is n6thing to be said against him." — rJoHNSoir, 
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{perceivmg at once that I alluded to bim and his 
Dictionary). *« Suppose thafflattery to be true, the 
consequence would be, that the world would have 
no right to censure a man ; but that will not justify 
hiofi to hiinself."* 

After breakfast, he said to me, ^* A Highland 
Chief should now endeavour to do every thing to 
raise lus^ rents, by. means of the industry of his 
jSeopIe. * Formerly, it was right for him to have 
fais house fidl of idle fellows ; they were his de- 
fend^s, his servants, his diependants, his friends* 
Now they may he better employed. The system of 
things is now so m\xdx altered, that the family 
eannot have influence but by riches, because it has 
no longer the power of ancient feudal times. An 
individual of a family may have it ; but it cannot 
now belong to a family, unless you could have a 
perpetuity of men with the same views. M^Leod 
has four times the land that the Duke of Bedford 
has. I think, with his spirit, he may in time make 
himself the greatest man in the King's dominions ; 
for land may always be improved to a certain degree. 
I would never have any man sell land, to throw 
money into the funds, as is oft^n done, or to try 
any other species of trade. Depend upon it, this 
rage of trade will destroy itself. You and I shall 
not see it ; but the time will come when there will 
be an end of it. Trade is like gaming. If a whole 
company are gamesters, play must cease ; for there 
13 nothing to be won. When all nations are traders, 
there is nothing to be gained by trade, and it will 
stop first where it is brought to the greatest perfec-r 
tion. Then the proprietors of land only will be the 
great men." — I observed, it w^s hard that M'Lco4 
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should find ingratitude in so many of his people/'-^ 
Johnson. ^^ Sir, gratitude is a fryit of great cultiva- 
tion ; you do not find it among gross people."-*-! 
doubt of this* Nature . seems to have implanted 
gratitude in all living creatures. The lion, men* 
tioned by Aulus Gellius, had it *• It appears to 
me that culture, which brings luxury and selfishness 
with it, has a tendency rather to weaken than pro- 
mote this affection. 

Dr. Johnson said this morning, when talking of 
our setting out, that he was in the state in which 
Lord Bacon represents kings. He desired the end« 
but did not like the means. He wished much to 
get home, but was unwilling to travel in Sky.—— — . 
♦^ You are like kings too in this, sir, (said I,) that 
you must act under the direction of others." 

TUESDAY, SEPTBMBEB 21. 

The uncertainty of our present situation having 
prevented me from receiving any letters from home 
for some time, I could not help being uneasy. Dr. 
Johnson had an advantage over me, in this respect, 
he having no wife^ or child to occasion anxious ap^ 
prehensions in his mind. — It was a good morning i 
so we resolved to set out. But, before quitting this 
castle, where we have been so well entertained^ let 
me 'give a short description of it. 

Along tha edge of the rock, there are the re- 
mains of a wall, which is now coveted with ivy. 
A square court is formed by buildings of different 
ages, particularly some towers, said to be of great 
antiquity ; and at one place there is a row of false 

* Aul Gellitts^ Lib. v. c. xir; 
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cannon of stone. There is a very large unfinished 
pile, four stories high, which we were told was 
here when Leody the first of this family, came from 
the Isle of Man, married the heiress of the M'Crails, 
the ancient possessors of Dunvegan, and afterwards 
acquired by conquest as much land as be had got 
by marriage. He surpassed the house of Austria ; 
for he was felioc both bella gerere et nubere. John 
Breck M'Leod, the grandfather of the late laird, 
began to repair the castle, or rather to complete 
it : but he did not live to finish his undertaking. 
Not doubting, however, that he should do it, he, 
like those who have had their epitaphs written be- 
foi% they died, ordered the following inscription, 
composed by the minister of the parish, to be cut 
upon a broad stone above one of the lower windows, 
where it still remains to celebrate what was not done, 
and to serve as a memento of the uncertainty of 
life, and the presumption of man : 

^^ Joannes Macleod Beganoduni Dominus gentis 
suae Philarchus, Durinesiae Haraise Vaternesise, &c : 
Baro D. Florae Macdonald matrimoniali vinculo 
conjugatusturrem banc Beganodunensem proavorum 
habitaculum longe vetustissimum dtu penitus labe^ 
fectatam Anno aerae vulgaris MDCLXXXVI in- 
fftauravit, 

'' Qaem stabilire juvat proavorum tecta vetusta^ 
" Omne scelus fugiat; justitiamque colat. 
*' Vertit in aerias turres magalia virtus, 
" Inque casas faumiles tecta superba nefas.*' 



. M'Leod mi Talisker accompanied us. We 
passed by the parish church of Durinkh. The 
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church^yard is not inclosed » bat a pretty murmur* 
ing brook runs along one, side of it. In it is a py* 
ram id erected to the memory of Thomas Lord 
Lovat, by bis son Lord Simon, who suffered on 
Tower-hill. It is of free-stone, and, I suppose, 
about thirty feet high. There is an inscription on a 
piece of white marble inserted in it, which I suspect 
to have been the composition of Lord Lovat bim* 
self, beiog much m his pompom style : 

4 

*^ This pyramid Mras erected by Simon Lokd 
Phaser of Lovat, in honour of Lord Thomas his 
Father, a Peer of Scotland, and Chief of the great 
and ancient Clan of the Erasers . Being attacked 
for his birthright by the family of Atholl, then in 
power and favour with King William, yet, by the 
valour and fidelity of his clan, and the assistance of 
the Campbells, the old friends and allies of ' his 
family, he defended his birthright with such great*, 
ness and fermety of soul, and such valour and acti- 
vity, that he was an honour to his name, and a good 
pattern to all brave Chiefs of clans. He died in the 
month of May, 1699, in the 63d year of his age, 
in Dun vegan, the house of the Lairp of Mac Lsod, 
whose sister he had married : by whom he had the 
above Simon Lord Fraser, and several other 
children. And, for. the great love he bore to th^ 
family of Mac Leod, he desired to be buried near 
his wife's relations, in the place where two of her 
uncles lay. And his son Lord Simon, to shew to 
posterity his great affection for his mother's kindred, 
the brave Mac Leods, chooses rather to leave his 
father's bones with them, than carry them to his 
own burial place, near Lovat," 

3 
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I have preserved this inscription, though of no 
great value, thinking it characteristical of a man 
who has made some noise in the world. Dr. Johit<<- 
son said, it was poor stufi^ such as Lord Lovat^d 
butler might have written. 

I observed, in this church-yard, a parcel of people 
assembled at a funeral, before the grave was dug. 
The coffin, with the corpse in it, was placed on 
the ground, while the people alternately assisted in 
making a grave. One man, at a little distance, 
was busy cutting a long turf for it, with the crooked 
spade which is used in Sky ; a very aukward instru- 
ment. The iron part of it is like a plough-coulten 
It has a rude tree for a handle, in which a wooden 
pin is placed for the foot to press upon. A tra« 
vdler might, without further enquiry, have set this 
down as the mode of burying in Sky. I was told, 
however, that the usual way is to have a grave pre* 
viously dug. 

I observed to-day, that the common way of car- 
rying home their grain here is in loads on horse--, 
back. They have also a few sleds, or cars, as we 
call them in Ayrshire, clumsily made, and rarely 
used. 

We got to Ulinish about six o'clock, and found 
a very good farm-house, of two stories. Mr. 
M^Leod of Ulinish, the sherifF-substitute of the 
island, was a plain honest gentleman, a good deal 
like an English Justice of peace;, not much given 
to talk, but sufficiently sagacious, and somewhat 
droll. His daughter, though she was never out of 
-Sky, was a very well-bred woman.— Our reverend 
friend, Mr. Donald McQueen, kept his appoint- 
ment, and met us here. 
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Talking of Phipps's voyage to the North Pdle^ 
Dr. Johnson observed, that it ^* was conjectured 
that our former navigators have kept too near land, 
and so have found the sea frozen far north, because 
the land hinders the free motion of the tide ; but, 
in the wide ocean, where the waves tumble at their 
full convenience, it is imagined that the firost does 
not take effect/' 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER %%. 

In the morning I walked out, and saw a ship, 
the Margaret of Clyde, pass by with a number of 
emigrants on board. It was a melancholy sight.— 
After breakfast, we went to see what was called a 
subterraneous house, about a mile off. It was upon 
the side of a rising ground. It was discovered by a 
fox's having taken up his abode in it, and in cha- 
sing him, they dug into it. It was very narrow and 
low, and seemed about forty feet in length. Near 
it, we found the foundations of several small huts, 
built of stone. — Mr. McQueen, who is always for 
making every thing as ancient as possible, boasted 
that it was the dwelling of some of the first inha^ 
bitants of the island, and observed, what a curiosity 
it was to find here a specimen of. the houses of the 
^boriginesy which h§ believed could be found no 
where else; and. it was plain that they lived without 
fire. — ^Dr. Johnson remarked, that they who made 
this were not in .the rudest state ; for that it was 
more difficult to make it than to build let house ; 
therefore certainly those who made it were in pos- 
session of houses, and had this only as a hiding- 
place. — It appeared to me, that the vestiges of 
houses, just by it, confirmed Dr. Johnson's opi- 
nion. 



TO THE HEBRIDES. tar 

From an old tower^ near this place^ is an exten- 
sive view of Loch-Braocadil, and> at a distance^ of 
the isles of Barra and South Uist ; and on the land* 
side^ the Cuillin^ a prodigious range of mountains, 
capped with rocky pinnacles in a strange variety of 
shapes. They resemble the mountains near Cort6 
in Corsica^ of which there is a very good print* 
They make part of a great range for deer^ which, 
though entirely devoid of trees, is in these countries 
called aybre^^ 

In the afternoon, Ulinish carried us in his boat 
to an island possessed by him^ where we saw an im- 
mense cave, much more deserving the title of antrum 
immane than that of the Sybil described by Virgil, 
which I likewise have visited. It is one hundred 
and eighty feet long^ about thirty feet broad, and 
at least thirty feet high. This cave, we were told, 
had a remarkable echo ; but we found none. They 
said it was owing to the great rains having made it 
damp. Such are the excuses by which the exag*» 
geration of Highland narratives is palliated.—* 
There is a plentiful garden at Ulinish, (a great ria- 
rity in Sky,) and several trees ; and near the hpuse 
is a hill, which has an Erse name, signifying, ^^ th^ 
hill of strife,'^ where, Mr. M'Queen informed us^ 
justice was of old administered. It is like the mom 
pladti of Scone, or those hills which are called laws, 
such as Kelly Ifiw, North-Berwick law, and several 
others. It i^ singular that this spot should happen 
now to be the sherifTs residence. 

We had a very cheerful evening, and Dr. John- 
son talked a good deal on the subject of literature. 
— Speaking of the noble family of Boyle, he aa^d, 
that all the Lords Orrery, till the present, had beei\ 
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writers. The first wrote sev^al plays ; the second 
was Bentley's antagonist ; the third wrote the Life 
of Swift, and several other things ; his soti Hanril- 
ton wrote some papers in the Adoenturer and fVarld^ 
He told us, he was well acquainted with Swift*s 
Lord Orrery. He said, he was a feeble-minded 
man ; that, on the publication of Dr. Delany*s 
Remarks on his book, he was so much alarmed that 
he was afraid to read them. Dr. Johnson com- 
forted him, by telling him they were both in the 
right ; that Delany had seen most of the good side 
of Swift, — Lord Orrery most of the bad. — ^M*Leod 
asked, if it was not wrong in Orrery to expose the 
defects of a man with whom he lired in intimacy. 
-—Johnson. ** Why no, sir, after the man is dead ; 
for then it is done historically." He added, ** If 
Lord Orrery had been rich, he would have been a 
very liberal patron. His conversation was like his 
writing, neat and elegant, but without strength. 
He grasped at more than his abilities could reach ; 
tried to pass for a better talker, a better writer, and 
a better thinker than he was. There was a<]uarrel 
between him and his Either, in which his father 
was to blame ; because it arose from the son*s not 
allowing his wife to keep company with his father's 
mistress. The' old lord shewed his resentment in 
his will, — ^leaving his library from his son, and 
assigning, as his reason, that he could not make use 
of it." 

I mentioned the affectation of Orrery, in ending 
all his letters on the Life of Swift in studied va- 
rieties of phrase, and never in the common mode of 
^* I am^^ &c. an observation which I remember \.o 
have been made several years ago by old Mr. Sheri* 



TO T«£ HEBRIDES. 941 

data. This species of affectation in writing, as a 
foreign lady of distinguished talents once remarked 
to me, is almost peculiar to the English. I took up 
a volume of Dryden, containing the Conquest op 
Granada, and several other plays, of which all the 
dedications had such studied conclusions* Dr; 
Johnson said^ such conclusions were more elegant, 
and, in addressing persons of high rank, (as when 
Dryden dedicated to the Duke of York,) they were 
likewise more respectful* I agreed that there it 
was much better : it was making his escape from 
the Royal presence with a genteel sudden timidity^ 
la place of having thie resolution to stand still, and 
make a formal bow. 

Lord Orrery's unkind treatment of his son in his 
will> led us to talk of the dispositions a man should 
have when dying. I said, I did not see why a matt 
should act differently with respect to those of whom 
lie thought ill when in health, merely because he 
was dying. — Johnson. ^^ I should not scruple to speak 
against a party, when dying ; but should not do it . 
against an individual. — It is told of Sixtus Quinttis^ 
that on his death-bed, in the intervals of his last 
pangs^ he signed death-warrants."— Mr. M'Queen 
said, he should not do so; he would have mdre 
tenderness of heart. -Johnson. ^^ I believe I should 
not either ; but Mr. McQueen and I are cowards. 
It would not be from tenderness of heart ; for thCx 
heart is as tender when a man is in health as when 
he is sick, though his resolution may be stronger. 
Sixtud Quintus was a sovereign as well as a priest ; 
and, if the'^crtminals deserved death, he was doing 
his duty to the last. You would not think a judge 
died ill^ who should be carried off by an apopleetick 

R 
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fit while pronouncing sentence of death. Considar 
a class of men whose business it is to distribute 
death : — soldiers, who die scattering bullets.— No- 
body thinks-they die ill on that account.'* 

Talking of Biography,- he said, he did not think 
that the life of any literary man* in England had 
been well written. Beside the common incidents of 
life, it should tell us his studies, his mode of living, 
the means by which he attained to excellence, and . 
his opinion of his own works. He told us, he had 
sent Derrick to Dryden's relations, to gather ma« 
terials for his Life; and he believed r t)errick bad 
got all that he himself should have got ; but it was 
nothing. He added, he had a kindness for Der- 
rick, and was sorry he was dead. 

His notion as to the poems published by Mr. 
M^herson, as the works of Ossian, M^as not shaken 
here. Mr. McQueen always evaded the point of 
authenticity, saying only that Mr. M*Pherson'g 
pieces fell far short of those he knew in Brse^ which 
were said to be Ossian's.-~JoHNSON. " 1 hope they 
do. I am not disputing that you may have poetry 
of great merit ; but that MTherson*s is not a trans- 
lation from ancient poetry. You do not believe it* 
I say before you, you do not believe it, though you 
are very willing that the world should believe it." — 
Mr. M*Que«n made no answer to this. — ^Dr. John* 
son proceeded. " I look upon M*Phcrson's Fin^at 
to be as gross an imposition as ever the world wa$ 
troubled with. Had it been Keally an ancient work, 
a true specimen how men thought at that time, it - 
would have been a curiosity of the first rate. As a 
modem production, it is nothing." — He said, he 
could never get the meaning of an Erse song ex« 
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generally unmeaning. •* I take it, (said he,) Erse 
songs are like a song which I remember t it was 
composed in Queen Elizabeth's time^ on the Earl 
of Essex : and the burtlien was 

'« Radafatod, radarate, radara tadara tatidorel." 

*^ But surely, said Mr. M'Quetn, thefe were 
words to it, which had meaning. — Johnson, " Why^ 
yes, sir ) I recollect a stanza^ and you .shall 
have it : 

" O ! ihen bespoke the prentii^es all, 

'^ Dving in London^ both proper and tall» 

*' For Essex's sake they wotlld fight all. 

" Radaratoo, radarate^ radard, tadara, tan^e*** 

When Mr. McQueen began again to expatiate 
on the beauty of Ossian's poetry. Dr. Johnson en* 
tered info no farther controversy, but, with a plea- 
sant smile, only cried, <' Ay, ay ; Radaratoo ra^ 
darate" 

THURSDAY, 8SPTEMBER 23. 

I took Fingal down to the parlour in the morn- 
ing, and tried a test proposed by Mr. Roderick 
M*Leod, son toUlinish. Mr. McQueen had said 
he had some of the poem in the original. I desiredE 

* This droll qpotationy I have siooe found, was from a song iri 
honoar of the Earl of Essex, called " Queen Elhaheth'9 Champion,'* 
which t% preserved in a collection of Old Ballads, in three volumes^ 
t^ubltshed ia London in different years, between 17^0 and 17ao« 
The full verse is as follows : 

** Oh ! then bespoke the prcndccs all^ 
** Living in London, both proper and tall, 
** In a kind letter sent straight to the Qaeco« 
<( Fox Ss8ex*s 3S(ke they would fight all . 

<* Raderer too, tandaro te, 
• *« Raderer, tandorer, tan do re,* 

R2 
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him to mention any passage in the printed book, of 
which he could repeat the original. He pointed 
out one in page 50 of the quarto edition, and read 
the Erse, while Mr.*Roderick M^Leod and I looked 
on the English ;-«-and Mr. MXeod said, that it was 
pretty like what Mr. McQueen had recited. But 
when Mr. McQueen read a description of CuchuUin's 
sword in Erse, together with a translation of it in 
English verse, by Sir James Foulis, Mr. M'Leod 
said, that was much more like than Mr. Mcpherson's 
translation of the former passage. Mr. McQueen 
then repeated in Erse a description of one of the 
horses in Cuchillin's car. Mr. M'Leod said^ Mr. 
MTherson's English was nothing like it. 

When Dr. Johnson came down, I told him that 
I had now obtained some evidence Concerning Fip^ 
gal > for that Mr. McQueen had repeated a passage 
in the original Erse, which Mr. M^Pherson's tran- 
,slation was pretty like; and reminded him that he 
himself had once said, he did not require Mr, 
MTherson*s Ossian to be more like the original than 
Pope's Homer. — Johnson. ** Well, sir,^ this is jccst 
what i always maintained. He has found names^ 
and stories, and phrases, nay, passages in old songs^ 
and with them has blended .his own compositions^ 
and so made what he gives to the world as the trans^ 
lation of an ancient poem.*' — If this was the case, 
I observed, it was wrong to publish it as a poem in 
six books. — Johnson. ** Yes, sir ; and to ascribe it 
to a time too when the Highlanders knew nothing of 
boohsf and nothing of six ; — or perhaps were got the 
length of counting six. We have been told, by 
p)ndamine, of a nation that could count no more 
than four. This should be told to Monboddo ; it 



r 






TO THE HEBRIDES. WS 

would help him. There is as much charity in help* 
ing a man down- h ill , as in helping him up-hilL 
BoswBLL. ^^ I don*t think there is as much charity. 
•—Johnson. " Yes, sir, if his tendency be downwards. 
Till he is at the bottom^ he flounders ; get him once 
there, and he is quiet. Swift tells, that Stella had 
a trick, which she learned from Addison^ of encou- 
raging a man in absurdity^ instead of endeavouring 
to extricate him." 

Mr. M'Queen*s answers to the inquiries con« 
ceming Ossian were to unsatisfactory^ that I could 
not help observing, that, were he exan^ined in a 
court of justice, he would find himself under a ne- 
cessity of being more explicit. — Johnson. ^* Sir, he 
has told Blair a little too much, which is published i 
and he sticks to it. He is so much at the head of 
things here, that he has never been accustomed to 
be closely examined ; and so he goes on quite 
smoothly.** — Boswell. •* He has never had any body 
to work him.** — Johnson. *' No, sir ; and a man is 
seldom disposed to work himself ; though he ought 
to work himself^ to be sure.** — Mr. McQueen made, 
no reply *. 

Having talked of the strictness with which wit*-^ 
nesses are examined in courts of justice. Dr. John- 
son, told us, that Garrick, though accustomed to 
face multitudes, when produced as a witness in 
Westminster-hall, was so disconcerted by a new 
mode of publick appearance, that he could not 
understand what was asked. It was a cause whcEre 
an actor claimed a free ben^t ; that is to say, a 

* I think it bat Juittee to lay, thai I believe Dr. Johnion meant to 
atanbe Mr. M'Qucen'i conduct to inacouraey and tBthaiiuiDt aad did 
not mean any teverc imputation againtt bin« 
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benefit without paying the expencebf the house-; 
but the meaning of the term was disputed. Gaiv 
rick was asked, ** Sir, have you a free benefit ?' 
^^ Yes/'— '^* Upon what terms have you it ?' 
^ Upon-^hc terms-^-of — a f^ee benefit. "»-.~^He 
IKras dismissed as one fronr yi^hom no information 

pould be obtained.r- Dr. Johnson is often too 

hard on our friend Mr, Garrick. When I asked 
him, why he did not mention him in the Preface to 
his Shakspeare> he said, '^ Garrick has been liberally 
j^aid for any thing he has done for Shakspeare. If 
I should praise him, I should much more praise the 
nation w^o paid him. He has not made Shakspeare 
better known ♦ ; he cannot illustrate Shakspeare : 
ISo I have reasons enough against mentioning him, 
were reasons necessary* Thiere should be reasonsybr 
^t,'* ■■ ■■ ■■ ; ■ I spoke of Mrs, Montague^s very high 
l^faises erf* Garrick.— —Johnson. " Sir, it is fit she 
should say so much, and I should say nothing. Rey- 
liolds is fopd of her book, and I wonder at it ; for 

^ It has been trtuBiphtQily a^ked, '' Had not tbe plays of Shak« 
Speare lain dormant for many years before the appearance of Mr. 
Garrick ? Did he not exhibit the most excellent of them fre<|^uently 
for thirty years together, and render thero extremely popular by hb 
own inimitable performance ?'* He undoubtedly did. But Dr. John- 
6on*s assertion has been misunderstood. Knowing as well as the 
objectors what has been just stated, he must necessarily have meant, 
that *' Mr. Ggciick did not as o crifick make Shaksp^re better 
known ; he did not illustrate any one passage in any of his plays by 
acutene^s of disquisition, or sagacity of conjecture :** and what had 
been done with any degree of. exodUence in that way was the proper 
and ioimediate subject of bis preface. I n^ay «dd in support of this 
explanation the following anecdote, related to qoe by one of the ablest 
commentators on Shakspeare, 'who knew much of Dr. Johnson: 
y Now I have quitted tl>e theatre, cries Garrick, I will sit down and 
^etd Sh^kspeare.*^ <' Tis thne you should, exclaimed Johnson,' for 
1 much doubt if yoa ever esMained <me«f his pU)(s from the firat 
ifc^e to the last.*' 
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neither I, nor Beauclerk^ nor Mrs, Thrale, could 
get through it*/' 



* Ko man has less inclination^o eontrotersy t^an I-bovey-particu* 
larly with a lady. Bat at I have daioied, and am <:oascioQs of beiiu; 
entitled to credit for the strictest fidelity, my respect for the Dublick 
obliges me to take notice of au insinuation which tends to impeach 

Ml9. Piozzi (late Mrs. Thrak^ to her '' Anecdotes of Or. Jobnson^*^ 
added the following postscript: 

Naples, Feb. 10, 17«6. 
" Since the foregoing went to the press> , having seen a passage 
from Mr. BosweU*js ' Tour to the Hebrides/ in which it is said, 
that I could not get through Mrs, Montague's ' Essay on Shakspeare,* I 
do not delay a moment to declare, that, on the contrary, I have aU 
ways commended it myself, and heard it commended by every one 
else ; and few thii\g8 would give me more concern than to be thought 
incapable of tasting, or unwilling to testify my opinion of its excel* 
lence." 

It is remarkable that this postscript is so expressed, as not to point 
ont the person who said that Mrs. Thrale could not get through Mrs. 
Montague*s book ; and therefore I think it necessary to remind Mrs 
Piozziy that the assertion concerning her was Dr. Johnson's, and not 
mine. The second observation that 1 shall make on this postscript is^ 
that it ^oea not deny the fact asserted, though I must acknowledge 
from the praise it bestows on Mrs. Montague's book^ it may have 
been designed to convey that meaning. 

What Mlrs. Thrale*s opinion is or Was, or what she may or may not 
hare said to Dr. Johnson concerning Mrs. Montague's book, it i« not 
necessary for me to enquire. It is only incumbent on me to ascertaift 
what Dr. Johnson said to me. I shall therefore confine myself to a 
very short state of the fact. 

'The unfavourable opinion of Mrs. Montague's t>ook, which Dr. 
Johnson is here reported to have given, is known to have been that 
which he uniformly expressed, as many of his friends well remember. 
So mach for the authenticity of th« paragraph, as far as it relatet 
to his own sentiments. The words containing the assertion, to 
which Mrs. Piozzi objects, are printed from my mannseript Journal, 
and were taken down at the time. The . Journal was read by Dr. 
Johnson, who pointed out s6me inaccuracies, which I corrected, but 
did not mention any inaccuriicv in the paragraph in qnestion: and 
what is still more materhsf, and very flattering to me, a considerable 
part of my Journal, containing this paragraph, was read several yetsN 
ago hy Mrs, Thrale herself^ who had it for some^ tinM in her pot* 

.5 
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Last night Dr. Johnson gave uft an account of 
the whole process of tanning — and of the nature of 
milk, and the various operations upon it^ as making 
whey^ &c. His variety of information is surpriz- 
ing; and it gives one much satisfaction to find such 
a man bestowing his attention on the useful arts of 
life. Ulinish was much struck with his knowledge ; 
and said, ^ He is a great orator, sir ; it is musick 
to hear this man speak."^— A strange thought struck 
me, to try if he knew any thing of an art^ or what- 
ever it should be called,^ which is no doubt very 
useful in life, but which lies far out of the way of 
a philosopher and a poet ; I mean the trade of a 
butcher » I enticed him into the subject, by con- 
necting it with the various researches into the man* 
ners and customs of uncivilized nations, that have 
been inade by our late navigators into the South 
Sea«r-«-I began with observing, that Mr. (now Sir 



•estion,. and returned it to ine» without intimfiting that pr. Johnson 
had mistaken her sentiments. 

When the first edition of jpaj Journal was passing through the 

^ressy it occurred to me« th^t a peculiar delicacy was necessary to he 

ohserved in reporting the opinion of one literary lady concerning the 

performance of another ; and I had such scruples p(i that head, that 

ui the proof sheet I struck out the name of Mrs. Thrale from the 

^ above paragraph, and two or three hundred copies of my book were 

aptu^lly printed and published without it ; of these Sir jushcui Jley« 

,|iolds'a oopy happened to be one, But while the sheet was working 

i>fF» a friend, for whpse opinion I have great respect, suggested that 

I had no right to deprive Mrs. Thrale of the high honour which 

Dr. Johnson had done lier, by stating her opinion along with that of 

Mr. Beaucterk, as coinciding with, and> as it were, sanctioning his 

own. The observation appeared to me so weighty and conclusive, 

that I hastened to the printing-house, and, as a piece of justice, rf*. 

atored Mrs. Thrale to that place from which a too scrupulous delicacy 

had excluded her. 

On tbif aioDiple 9t4te of facts I sh^Jl ms^ke ao pbservatloDs wh^|« 
ever. 
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Joseph) Banks tells us^ that the art of slaughtering 
animals was not known in Otaheite^ for, instead of 
bleeding to death their dogs^. (a common food with 
them,) they strangle them. This he told me him* 
self; and I supposed that their hogs were killed in 
the same way. Dr. Johnson said, ^^ This must be 
owing to their not having knives, — though they 
have sharp stones with which they can cut a capcase 
in pieces tolerably. By degrees, be showed that 
he knew something even of butchery. ** DifFt^rent 
animals (said he) are killed differently. An ox is 
knocked down^ and a calf stunned ; but a sheep has 
its throat cut, without any thing being done to ^tu- 
pify it. The butchers have no view to the ease of 
the animals, but only to make them quiet, for their 
own safety and convenience. A sheep can give them 
little trouble.— —Hales is of opitiion, that every 
animal should be blooded, without having any blow 

given to it, because it bleeds better. Boswbli., 

" That would be cruel." Johnson. *^ No, sir; 

there is not much pain^ if the jugular vein be pro- 
perly cut." — Pursuing the subject, he said, the' 
kennels of Southwark ran with blood two or three 
days in the week ; that he was afraid there were 
slaughter-houses in more streets in London than one 
supposes; (speaking with a kind of honour of 
butchering ;) and, yet he added, '^ any of us would 

kill a cow rather than not have beef." ^I said 

we could not.—-" Yes, (said he,) any one may* 
The business of a butcher is a trade indeed, that is 
to say, there is an apprenticeship served to it; but 
it may be learnt in a month." 

I mentioned a club in London, at the Boards 
Head in Eastcheap, the very tavern where ,FaIstaff 
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and his joyous companions met ; the members of 
which all assume Shakspeare*$ characters. One is 
FalstafF^ another Prince Henry, another Bardolpb, 
and so on.— 'Johnson. *' Don't be of it, sir. Now 
that you have a name, you must be careful to 
avoid many things, not bad in themselves, but 
which will lessen your character*. This every man 
who has a name must observe. A man who is not 
publickly known may live in London as he pleases, 
without any notice being taken of him ; but it is 
wonderful how a person of any consequence is 
watched. There was a member of parliament, 
who wanted to prepare himself to speak on a ques- 
tion that was to come on in the House ; and he and 
I were to talk it over together. He did not wish it 
should be known that he talked with me; so he 
would not let me come to his house, but came to 
mine." Some time after he had made his speech in 
the house, Mrs. Cholmondeley, a Very airy lady, 
told me, * Well, you could make nothing of him f 
naming the gentleman ; which was a proof that he 
was watched. — I had once some business to do for 
government, and I went to Lord North's. Pre- 
caution was taken that it should not be known. It 
was dark before I went ; yet a few days after I was 
told, * Well, you have been with Lord North/ 
That the door of the prime minister should be 
watched, is not strange ; but that a member of 
parliament should be watched, or that my door 
should be watched, is wonderful.'* 

* I do not see why I might not have been of this dub without less- 
ening my character. But Dr. Johnson^s caution against supposing onc*s 
self concealed in London, may be very useful to prevent some people 
from domg many things, not only foolish^ but criminal. 
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We set out this morning on our way to Talisker^ 
in Ulinish'a boat* having taken leave of him and 
his family. Mr. Donald McQueen still favoured us 
with his company, for which we were much obliged 
to him* As- we sailed along Dr. Johnson got into 
one of his. fits of railing at the Scots, He owned 
that they had been a very Jearned nation for a bun-^ 
dred years, from about 1550 to about l650; but 
that they afforded the only instance of a people 
among whom the arts of civil life did not advance 
in proportion with learning ; that they had hardly 
any trade, any money, or any elegance, before the 
Ufiion ; that it was strange that, with all the ad- 
vantages posses$ed by other nations, they had not 
any of those conveniencies and embellishment! which 
are the fruit of industry, till they came in contact 
with a civilized people. *' We have taught yoju, 
(said he,) and we'll do the same in time to all bar-f 
barous nations, — to the Cherokees, — and at last ta 
the Ouran Outangs^;'* laughing with as much glee 
as if Monboddp had been present. — Boswell. *^ We 
had wine before the Union," — Johnson. *^ No, sirj. 
you had some weak stuff, the refuse of France, 
which would not make you drunk." — Boswbll. " I 
assure you, sir, there was a great deal of drunken- 
ness."— Johnson. " No, sir ; there were people who- 
died of dropsies, which they contracted in trying iQ 
get drunk." 

I must here glean some of his conversation at 
Ulinish, which I have omitted. He repeated. his 
remark, that a man in a ship was worse than a man 
in a jail. *' The man in a jail, (said he,) ba^ more 
room, better food, and commonly better company, 
and is in safety."-*** Ay ; but, (said Mr. McQueen,) 
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the man in the ship has the pleasing hope of getting^ 
'to shore."— Johnson. ^* Sir, I am not talking of e 
inan*s getting to shore ; but of a man while he is in 
a ship : and then, I say^ he is worse than a man 
while he is in a jail. A man in a jail may have the 
^ pleasing hope" of getting ' out. A man confined 
for only a limited time^ actually has it." — M^Leod 
mentioned his schemes for carrying on fisheries with 
spirit^ and that he would wish to understand the 
construction of boats. I suggested that he might 
go to a dock-yard and work^ as Peter the Great 
did. — Johnson. " Nay, sir, he need not work. 
Peter the Great had not the sense to see that the 
mere mechanical work may be^ done by any body^ 
and that there is the same art in constructing a ves« 
sel, whether the boards are well or ill wrought. 
Sir Christopher Wren might as well have served 
his time to a bricklayer^ and firsts indeed^ to a 
brick- maker.** 

There is a beautiful little island in the Loch of 
Dunvegan, called Isa. M'Leod said, he would 
give it to Dr. Johnson, on condition of his residing 
on it three months in the year; nay one month. . 
Pr. Johnson was highly amused with the fancy. I 
have seen him please himself with little things, even 
with mere ideas like the present. He talked a 
great deal of this island ; — how he would build a 
house there, — ^how he would fortify it,— -how he 
would have cannon,— ;how he would plant^-^how 
he would sally out, and take the isle of Muck ;— >• 
and then he laughed with uncommon glee, and 
eould hardly leave off. I have seen him do so at a 
^all matter that struck him, and was a sport to no 
one else. Mr< ][^angton told mCj that one night ke 
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did so while the comp^ were all grave aboat 
him :«-K)nly Garrick^ in hia^ignificant smart man« 
ner, darting his eyes around, exclaimed, '^ Very 
jocose, to be sure r*-^M'Leod encouraged the 
fancy of Dr. Johnson*s becoming owner of an island ; 
told him, that it was the practice in this country to 
name every man by his lands ; and begged leave to 
drink to him in that mode : '' Island Isa, your 
health !"—Ulinish,,Tali8ker, Mr. McQueen, and I, 
all joined in our different manners', while Dr. John- 
son bowed to each, with much good humour. 

We had godd weather, and a fine sail this day. 
The shore was varied with hills, and rocks, and 
corn-fields, and. bushes, which are here dignified 
with the name of natural wood. We landed near 
the house of Ferneley, a fann possessed by another 
gentleman of the name of M'Leod, who, expecting 
our arrival, was waiting on the shore, with a horse 

for Dr. Johnson. The rest of us walked.-^ At 

dinner, I expressed to M^Leod the joy which I had 
in seeing him on such cordial terms with his dan* 
<f Government (said he) has deprived us of our 
ancient power ; but it cannot deprive us of our do-> 
mestick satisfactions. I would rather drink punch 
in one of their houses, (meaning the houses of his 
people,) than be enabled by their hardships, to 
have claret in my own.'*— This should be the sen- 
timent of every Chieftain. All that he can get by 
raising his tents, is more luxury in his own house; 
Is it not better to share the profits of his estate, to 
a certain degree, with his kinsmen, and t^us haver 
both social intercourse and patriarchal influence I 

We had a very good ride, for about three miles, 
tQ Talisker, where Colaael M'Leod introda<ied vis 
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to iM lady. We found here Mr. Donald M'Lean^ 
the young Laird of Col^ (nephew to Talisker,) to 
whom I delivered the letter with which I had been 
favoured by his uncle. Professor M*Leod, at Aber« 
deen. He was a little lively young man.^ We 
found he h^ been a good deal in England, gtudy^ 
ing fanning, and was resolved to improve the value 
of his lather's lands, without oppressing his tenants^ 
or losing the ancient Highland fashions. 

Talisker is a better place than one commonly 
finds in Sky. It is situated in a rich bottom, fie* 
fore it is a wide expanse of sea, on each hand of 
which are immen^ rocks ; and, at some distance in 
the sea, there are three columnal rocks rising to 
sharp points. The billows break with prodigious 
force and noise on the coast of Talisker. There are 
here a good many well-grown .trees. Talisker is an 
extensive farm. The possessor of it has, for several 
generations, been the next heir to M*Leod, ae 
there has been but one son always in that family. 
The court before the house is most injudiciously 
paved with the round blueish-grey pebbles which 
are found upon the sea-shore ; so that you walk ai 
if upon cannon-balls driven into the ground. 

After supper, I talked of the assiduity of the 
Scottish clergy, in visiting dnd privately instructing 
the parishioners, and observed how much in thie 
they excelled the English clergy. Dr. Johnson 
would not let this pass. He tried to turn it off, by 
saying,. ** There are different ways of instructing. 
Our clergy pray and preach.'* — M'Lepd and I 
pressed the subject, upon which he grew warm, and 
broke forth : " I do not believe your people are 
better instrocted. If they are^ ifris the blind lead* 
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ing tlie blind ; for your clergy are not instructed 
thenQselv«s.^ Thinking he had gone a little too far^ 
he checked, himself, and added, " When I talk of 
the ignorance of you^ <^ergy, I talk of them as a 
body i I do not mean that there are not individuals' 
wko are learned (looking at Mr. McQueen). I* 
Mppose there are such among the clergy in Mus« 
covy. The clergy of England have produced the 
most valuable books in support of religion, both ia 
theory and practice. What have your clergy done^ 
»nce you sunk into presbyterianism ? Can you name 
one book of any value, on a religious subject^ 
written by them ?"— We were silent.—'^ I'll help 
you. Forbes wrote very well ; but I believe he 
wrote before episcopacy was quite extinguished."— 
And then pausing a little, he said, '^ Yes, you have 
Wishart AGAINST Repentance *.'* — ^BeswBLL, *^ But, 
sir, we are not contending for the superior leaniing 
of our clergy, but for their superior assiduity.'*—* 
He bore us down again, with thundering against 
their ignorance, and «aid to me, '^ I see you have 
not been well taught ; for you have not charity .''•— 
He had been in some measure forced into this 
warmth, by the exulting air which I asstimed ; for, 
when he began, he Sidd, " Since you tvill drive the 
nail r* — ^He again thought of good Mr. McQueen, 
and, taking him by the hand, said, '^ Sir, I did 
not mean any disrespect to you.'* 



^ This was a dexterous mode of description, for the purpose of 
V^its argument ; for what he alluded to was, a Sermon published by 
the learned Dr. William Wishart, formerly principal of the college 
at Edinburgh, to warn men against confiding in a death-bed re- 
pentance, of the ine0icacy of which ht entertained potions very dif* 
ferent &om those of Dr. Johnson« 
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Here I most observe, that he conquered by de^ 
serting his ground, and not meeting the argument 
as I had put it. The assiduity of the Scottish clergy 
is certainly greater than that of the English. His 
taking up the topick of their not having so mudi 
learning, was, though ingenious, y^t a fallacy in 
logick. It was as if there should be a dispute 
whether a man*ift hair is well dressed, and Dr. John- 
son should say, ^* Sir, his hair cannot be well dressed ; 
for he has a dirty shirt. No man who has not clean 
linen has his hair well dressed."' — ^When some days 
afterwards he read this passage, he said, ^* Noj sir ; 
I did not say that a man's hair could not be well 
dressed because be has not clean linen^ but because 
he is bald.** 

He used one argument against the Scottish clergy 
being learned, which I doubt was not good. '^ As 
we bdiieve a man dead till we know that he is alive ; 
so we believe men ignorant till we know that they 
are learned." Now our maxim in law is, to pre- 
sume a man alive, till we know he is dead. How- 
ever, indeed, it may be answered, that we must 
first know he has lived ; and that we have never 
known the learning of the Scottish clergy. M. 
McQueen, though he was of opinion that Dr. 
Johnson bad deserted the point really in dispute, was 
much pleased with what he said, and owned to me^ 
he thought it very just ; and Mrs. M^Leod was io 
much captivated by his eloquence, that she told me 
*^ I was a good advocate for a bad cause.*' 

» 

FRIDAY, S£FT£MBER 24. 

This was a good day. Dr. Johnson told us, at 
breakfast^ that he rode harder at a fox chace than 



TO THE HEBRIDES,' 237 

\ 

iny bcldy. ■' ^^ The' English (said he) are the only 
naftion who^ ride hard a-bun ting. A Frenchman 
goes out upon a managed horse^ and capers in the 
tield^ and no more thinks of leaping a hedge than 
of mounting a breach. Lord Powerscourt laid a 
wager;- in France, that he wodld rtde a great many 
miles in a certain short time. The French acade- 
micians set to work, and calculated that, from the 
resistance of the air, it was impossible. His lord-r 
ahip however performed it." 

Our money being nearly exhausted, we sent a 
bill for thirty pounds, drawn on Sir William Forbes 
and Co. to Lochbraccadale, but our. messenger 
found it very difficolt to procure cash for it ; at 
length, however, he got us value from the master 
of a vessel which was to carry away some emigrants. 
There is a great scarcity of specie in Sky. Mr* 
.M*Queen said he had the utmost difficulty to pay 
his servants' wages, or to pay for any little thing 
which he has to buy. The rents are paid in bills, 
which the drovers give. The people consume a 
vast deal of snufF and tobacco, for which they must 
pay ready rtioney ; and pedlars, who conie about 
selling goods, as there i^ not a shop in the island, 
earry away the cash. If there were encouragement 
given to fisheries and manufactures, there might be 
a circulation of money introduced. I got one-and- 
twenty shillings in silver at Portree, which was 
thought a wonderful store. 

Talisker, Mr. McQueen, and I, walked out, 
and looked at no less than fifteen different water- 

« 

falls near the house, in the space of about a quarter 
of a niile. We also saw Cuchillin's well, said to 
have been the favourite spring of that ancient hero. 

S 
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I drank of it. The water i$ ^dmimble. On %\m 
shore are many storea full of crystalUutims in the 
heart. 

\ Though our obliging friend^ Mr^ M^Lew, ytas 
but the young laird^ he had the title. o| Cvi eoun 
stantly given him. After dnner he ajnd I walked 
to the top of Prieshwell, a very high rocky hill^ 
from whence tliere is a view of Barra^-r-the Lang 
Island, — ^Bernera, — the Loch of Dunvegan,— ffiarfc 
of Rum — part of Rasay, and a vast deal of the iake 
, of Sky« Col^ though he had oome into Sky with 
an intention to be at Danveg^n, and p^a a con^* 
stderable time in the island^ roost politely resolved 
first to conduct us to Mull, and then to return to 
Sky« This wHs a very fortunate circumatdnce ; for 
he planned an expedition for us of more variety 
than merely going to Mull. He proposed we 
should see the islands of Egg^ Muck^ Col, and 
Tyr^yi. In all these islands he could shew us evei]! 
thing worth sedng ; and in Mull he said he should 
be as if at home^ his father having Iwds tbere> and 
he a farm. 

Dr. Johnson did not talk much to-day, buit 
seemed intent in listening to the schemes of future 
excursion, planned by Col. Dr. Birch^ however^ 
being mentioned, he said, he had qriore anecdotes 
than any man. I said, Pei*cy bad a great many ; 
that he flowed with them like one of the brooks 
here.— Johnson. *^ If Percy is like one of the brooks 
here. Birch was like the river Thames. £ir^ ex- 
celled Percy in that, as much as Percy ex^cels Qold- 
smith,"-rl mentioned Lord Hailes as a map of 
anecdote. He was not pleased with biro, for pubf- 
lishing only such memorials and letters as were un- 
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fifftiUrabk for the Stuarl filmily. ^ If, (s^id he,) 
a man fairly warns you, ^ I am to giv^e all the ill $ 
do yoa find the good ;' be may : but if the object 
which he professes be to gitre a view of a reign, let 
him tell all the truth. I would tell truth of the two 
Georges, or of that scoundrel, King William.-— 
Granger's Biographical History is full of curious 
. anecdote, but might have been better done. Tbd- 
dog is a Whig. I do not like much to see a Whig 
in any dress ; but I hate to see a Whig in a parsKAi's 
gown/* 

SAl^tntDArV, 8fil>l*flMB£R 25. 

It was resolved that we should set out, in order 
to return to Slate, to be in readiness to take boat 
whenever there should be a fair wind. Dr, John- 
son reoiained \n his chamber writing a letter, and it 
was long before we could get him into motion. He 
did not come to breakfast, but had it sen^t to him* 
WBen he had finished his letter, it was twelve 
o'clock, andvwe should have set out at ten. When 
I went up to him, he said to me, *^ Do you re^ 
meovber a song which begins, 

''Every island is a prison 

Strongly guarded by the sea; 
Kings and princes^ for that reason, 
Pi:ison^s ate, as well as wis.'* 






I suppose he had been thinking of our confined 
situation. He would fain have gone in' a boat from 
hence, instead of riding back to Slate. A scheme 
for it was propdsed. He said, ** We'll not b* 
driven tamely from it:"~but it proved impracti- 
cable. 

S4 
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We took leave of M*Leod and Talisker, from 
whom we parted with regret. Talisker,. having 
been bred to physick, had a tincture of scholarship 
in his conversation', which pleased Dr» Johnson^ and 
he had some very good books ; and being a colonel 
in the Dutch service, he and his lady, in conse- 
quence of having lived abroad, had introduced the 
ease and politeness of the continent into this rude 
region. 

Young Col was now our leader. Mr. McQueen 
was to accompany us half a day more. We stopped 
at a little hut, where we saw an old woman grinding 
with the querUy the ancient Highland instrument, 
which it is said was used by the Romans, but which, 
being very slow in it? operation, is almost entirely 
gone into disuse. 

The walls of the cottages in Sky, instead of being 
one compacted mass of stones, are often formed by 
two exterior surfaces of stone, filled up with earth 
in the middle, which makes them very warm. The 
roof is generally bad. They are thatched, some- 
times with straw, sometimes with heath, sometimes 
with fern. The thatch is secured by ropes of straw, 
or of heath ; and, to fix the ropes, there is a stone 
tied to the end of each. These stones hang round 
the bottom of the roof, and make it look like a 
lady's hair in papers ; but I should think that, when 
there is wir\d, they would come down, and knock 
people on the head. 

We dined at the inn at Sconser, where I had the 
pleasure to find a letter from my wife. Here we 
parted from our ' learned companion, Mr. Donald 
McQueen. Dr. Johnson took leave of hirt very 
affectionately, saying, " Dear- sir, do not forget 
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aie !•• — We 'settled j that he should write an account 
of the Isle of Sky, which Dr. Johnson promised to 
revise. He said, Mr. McQueen should tell all that 
be could; distinguishing what he himself knew, 
what was traditional, and what conjectural. 

We sent our horses round a point of land, that 
we might shun some very bad road ; and resolved 
to go forward by Sea. It was seven o'clock when 
we got into our boat. We had many showers, and 
it soon grew pretty dark. Dr. Johnson sat silent 
and patient. Once he said, as he looked on the 
black coast of Sky, — blacky as being composed of 
rocks seen in the dusk, — " This is • very solemn." 
Our boatmen were rude singers, and seemed so like 
wild Indians, that a very little imagination was ne-. 
cessary to give one an impression of being upon an 
American river. We landed at Stroiimusj from 
whence we got a guide to walk before us, for two 
miles, to Corrichatachin. Not being able to pro- 
cure a horse for our baggage, I took one portman- 
teau before me, and Joseph another. We had but 
a single star to light us on our way. It was about 
eleven when we arrived. We were most hospitably* 
received by the master and mistress, who were just 
going to bed, but, with unaffected ready kindness, 
made a good fire, and at twelve o^clock at night had 
supper on the table. 

James Macdonald, of Knockow, Kingsburgh's 
brother, whom we had seen at Kingsburgh, was 
there. He shewed me a bond granted by the late 
Sir James Macdonald, to old Kingsburgh, the 
preamble of which does so much honour to 
the feelings of that much-lamented gentleman. 



. \ 
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that I thought it worth tfanscitbiilg' It was 
follows t 

*'^ }, Sir cfatnes M^^^nald, of Ms^0^&f\Bid, 
Bafonet, now» aftor .a?rivii^' at tnjif perfect age, 
frpm the friep^i^hip I beiar ta Alexander Macdonald 
of Kingsburgh, ac^d in return for the long and 
faithful services 4oHe and performed by him, to my 
deceased fi^ther, and to myself duri^^g my ipiaprityj 
when h|e \y^$ pne of my. T^tprs and Curators j be-^ 
ing.res^lv^di now that th^ said Alexander Nlac^o^ 
qajd is advanced in years^ to contiribute my eodea- 
vours for making his old age placid and comforta-^ 
ble>*' — therefore he grants him aft 2^n9<uity of fifty 
pounds sterling. 

pf. Johftspn went to bed soon. When one bowl 
of punch was finished, I rose, and was tieaj* the 
door, in my way up stairs to bed ; but Corrichata- 
chiu said, it was the first time Gol had been in bi^ 
hpusej and he should have his l?pwl ; — and would 
n,pt I join in drinking it ? Th^ heartiness of my 
honest landlortl, and the desire of doing social honoui: 
to our very obliging conductor, induced me to §it 
down again. CoFs bowl was finished; and by that 
time we were well warmed. A third bowl was §oon 
made, and that too was finished. We were qordiaU 
and merry to a high degree ; but of what passed I 
have no recollection^ with any accuracy. I remem- 
ber calling Corrichatachin by the familiar' appella- 
tion, of Corri, which his friends do* A fourth, bowl 
was made, by which time Co/., and young l^'Ki^Jjon, 
Corrichatachin's son^ slipped away tp bed.. I. coii*. 
tinued a little with Corri and Knockow; but at last 
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I left them* It'irte ii^ar fivt^ in the moirning when 
I got to bed. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER ^6. 

I awaked at noon, with a severe head-ach. I 
was much vexed that I should have been guilty ot 
such a riot, and afraid of a reproof from Dr. John- 
thought it very inconsistent with that conduct 
which I ought to maintain, while the companion of 
the Rambler. About one he came into my roomi 
and accosted me, " What, drunk yet ?^*— His tone 
of vojce was not that of severe upbraiding ; so I 
was relieved a little, ^^ Sir, said I, they kept me 

up/' He answered, " No, you kept them up, 

you drunken dog : — ^This he said with good- 
humoured English pleasantry. Soon afterwards^ 
Corrichatachin, Col, and other friends assembled 
round my bed. Corri had a brandy-bottle and glass 
with him, and insisted I should take A- dram. — "Ay, 
said Dr. Johnson, fill him drunk again*, Do it in 
the morning, that we may laugh at him all day. It 
is a poor^ thing for a fellow to get drunk at night, 
and sculk to bed, and let his friends have no sport" 
— Finding him thus jocular, I became quite easy ; 
and when I offered to get up, he very good naturedly 
said, " You need be in no such hurry now *." — I 

^ • My ingenuously relating this occasional instance of intemperance 
has I find been made the subject both of serious criticism and ludi- 
crous banter. With the banterers I shall not trouble myself, but I 
wonder that those who pretend to the appellation of serious criticks 
Should not hav6 had sagacity enough to perceive that here, as in every 
dther part of the present Work, my principal object was to delineate 
Dr. Johri»6n's manners and character. In justice to him I would 
not ofinit an anecdote, which, though iti some degree to my own dis* 
idvanta^, exhibits iii so strong a light the indulgence and good humour 
tHth which he could tiettt thos^ dccetses in hit friends> of ivbich h^ 
highly disapproved. 
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took my boat's advice^ and drank some brandy^ 
which I found an effectual cure for my head^adi. 
When I rose, I went into Dr. Johnson's room, and 
taking up Mrs. M^Kinnon's Prayer-book, I opeded 
it at the twentieth Sunday after Trinity, in the 
epistle for which I read, ** And be not druiik with 
wine, wherein there is excessl" Some would have 
taken this as a divine interposition. 

Mrs. M^Kinnon told us at dinner, that old 
Kingsburgh, ber father, was examined at Mugstot, 
by General Campbell, as to the particulars of the 
dress of the person who , had come to his house in 
Woman's clothes along with Miss Flora McDonald "; 
as the General had received intelligence of that dis- 
guise. The particulars were taken down in writ- 
ing, that it, might be seen how, far they agreed with 
the dress of the Irish girl who went with Miss Flora 
from the Long Island, Kingsburgh, $he said, * had 
but one song, which he always sung when he was 
merry over a glass. She dictated the words to me, 
which are foolish enough : . . 

Green sleeves and pudding pies. 
Tell me where ray mistress lies. 
And ril be with her before she rise^ 
Fiddle and aw* together. 

May our affairs abroad succeed^ 
And may our king come home With speed. 
And all pretenders shake for dread. 
And let his health go round. 

In some other instances, the criticks have been equally wrong as to 
the true motive of my recording particulars,, the objections to which I. 
saw as clearly as they. But it would be an endless task for an au- 
t hour 10 point out upon every occasion the precise object he has in vtew» 
Contenting himself with the approbation of readers of disoernment and 
ta^te, he ought not to complain that some are found who cannot 9r will 
not understand him. 
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To al] our injured friends In need. 
This side and beyond the Tweed !- 
Let all pretenders shake for dread^ 
And let his bealth go round. 
Green sleeves^ &c. 



« 



While the examination was going on, the pre-, 
sent Talisker, who was there as one of M^LeodV 
inilitia^ could not resist the pleasantry of asking 
Kingsburgh, in allusion to his only song, "Had 
she green sleeves P^' Kingsburgh. gave him no answer. 
Lady Margaret McDonald was very angry at Ta- 
lisker for joking on such a serious occasion, as 
Kingsburgh was really in danger of his life, — Mrs. 
M*Kinnon added that Lady Margaret was quite 
adored in Sky. That Vi^hen she travelled through 
the island, the people ran in crowds before her, and 
took tlie stones ofF the road, lest her horse should 

It 

stumble and she be hurt. Her husband, Sir Alex- 
ander, is also remembered with great regard.* We 
were told that every week a hogshead of claret was 
drunk at his table. 

This was another day of wind and rain ; but good 
cheer and good society helped to beguile the time. 
I felt myself comfortable enough in the afternoon. 
I then thought that my last night's riot was no more 
than such a social excess as may happen without much- 
moral blame ; and recollected that some physicians 
maintained, that a fever produced by it was, upon 
the whole, good for health : so different are our re- 
flections on the same subject, at different periods ; 
and such the excuses with which we palliate what we 
Know to be wrong. 
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MOKDAY5 S£PT£BfBEB %T . 

Mr. Donald M*Leod, Qur original ^utde^ who 
had parted from us at Dunvegati, joined us again 
to-day. The weather was still So'bad that we could 
not travel. I found a closet here, with a good 
many books, beside those that were lying about. 
Dr. Johnson told me, he found a library in his room 
at Talisker ; and observed, that it was one of the 
remarkable things of Sky, that there were so many 
books in it. 

Though we had here great abundance of provi- 
sions, it id remarkable that Corrichatachin has li- 
terally no garden : not even a tUrnip, a carrot, 
or a cabbage. — After dinner, we talked of the 
crooked spade used in Sky, already described, and 
they maintained that it was better than the usual 
garden-spade, and that there was art art in tossing 
it, by which those who were accustomed to it could 
work very easily with it. — " Nay, (said Dr. John- 
son,) it may be useful in land where there are many 
stones to raise ; but it certainly is not a good in- 
strument for digging good land. A man may toss 
at, to be sure; but he will toss a light spade much 
better: its weight makes it an incumbrance. A 
man may dig any land with it ; but he has no occa- 
sion for such a weight in digging good land. Yoa 
may take a field piece to shoot sparrows ; but all 
the sparrows you can bring home will not be worth 
the charge."-*-He was quite social and easy amongst 
them ; and, though he drank no fermented liquor, 
toasted Highland beauties with great readiness. His 
conviviality engaged them so much, that they 
seemed eager to shew their attention to him^ and 
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«fed with eaehdther in crying out, With a »tr6ng? 
Odtick, proiittndation, ^^ Toetor Shonson^ Toctor 
Shonson^ your health r i : 

This evening dne of 4^r married ladies^ a lively 
pretty little woman, good-humouredly sat down 
upon Dr. Johnson's 'knee, and, being encouraged 
by some of the company, put her hands round his 
n«ck, and kissed him.-^-^^ Do it again^ (said Ke,) 
and let us see who will tire first.'*~He kept her on 
his knee some time, while he and she drank tea. He 
was now like a iMk indeed. All the company were 
much entertained to iind him so easy and pbasant. 
To me it was highly comick, to see the grave phi* 
losopher, — the Rambler,— -toying with a Highland 
beauty !— — But what could he do ? He must have 
been surly, and weak too, bad he not behaved as he 
did. He would have been laughed at, and not 
more respected, though less loved. 

He read to-night, to himself, as he sat in com- 
pany, a great deal of my Journal^ and said to me, 
** The more I read of this, I think the more highly 
of you.** — ^Tbe gentlemen sat a long time at their 
punch, after he and I had retired to our chambers. 
The manner in which they were attended struck me 
as singular: — ^The bell being broken, a smart lad 
lay on a table in the corner of the room, ready to 
spring up and bring the kettle, whenever it was 
wanted. They conti^nued drinking, and singing 
Erse songs, till near five in the morning, when they k 
all eame into my room, where some of them bad 1 
beds. Uiihickity for me^ they found a bottle of. 
punch m a corner, which they drank; and Corri*/ 
chatachift went for another, which they abo dradk. 
They made many apologies for disturbing^ me* : I 
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told tfaetn, thaty having .been kept aMirake by tbeif 
mirth, I bad once tbougbts of getting up, and 
joining them again. Honest Corrichatachin said,. 
^^ To have had you dotie so, I would have given a 
cow.*' 

. TUBSDAY, SEPTBMBER.28v 

. The weather, was worse than yesterday- I felt as 
if imprisoned. Dr. Johnson said, it was^ irksome to 
be detained thus : yfethe deemed to have less uneasi- 
ness, or more patien6e, than I hiad. -.• What made 
our situation worse here was, that we had no rooms 
that we could command ; for the good pecfple had 
no notion that a man could have any occasion but 
for a mete sleeping-place ; so, during the day, the 
bed chambers were common to all the house* Ser* 
vants eat in Dr. Johnson's ; and mine was a kind of 
general rendezvous of all under the roof, children 
and dogs not excepted. As the gentlemen occu* 
pied the parlour, the ladies had no place to sit in, 
during the day, but Dr. Johnson's room. I had 
always some quiet time for writing in it, before he 
was up ; and, by degrees^ I accustomed the ladies 
to let me sit in it after breakfast, at my Journal, 
without minding me. 

Dr. Johnson was this morning for going to see 
as many islands as we could ; not recollecting the 
uncertainty of the season, which might detain us in 
one place for many weeks. He said to me, " I 
? have more the spirit of adventure than you." — ^For 
my part, I was anxious to get to Mull, from whence 
we might almost any day reach the main land. 

Dn Johnson mentioned, that the few ancient Irish 
gbntlemeii yet remaining have the highest pride of 
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&mily ; that Mr. Saddford, a friend of his, whose^ 
mother was Iriah, told him, that O'Hara (who was 
true Irish, both by fiither and mother) and he, and 
Mr. Ponsonby, son to the Earl of Besborougfa, the 
greatest man of the three, but of an English family, 
went to. see one of those ancient Irish, and that he 
distinguished thetm thus : *^ 0*Hara you are wel- 
come! Mr. Sandford, your mother's son is wel-. 
come ! Mr. Ponsociby, you may sit down." 

He talked both of threshing and thatching. He 
said, it was very difficult to determine how to agree 
with a thresher. ^^ If you pay him by the day's 
wages, he will thresh no more than he pleases; 
though to be sure, the negligence of a thresher is 
more, easily detected than that of most labourers, 
because he must always make a sound while he 
works. If you pay him by the piece, by the quan- 
tity of grain which he produces, he will thresh only 
while the grain comes freely, and, though he leaves 
a good deal in the ear, it is not worth while to thresh 
the straw over again ; nor can you fix him to do it 
sufHcientlj, because it is so difficult to prove how 
much less a man threshes than he ought to do. 
Here then is a dilemma : but, for my part, I would 
engage him by the day ; I would rather trust hia 
idleness than his fraud." He said, a roof thatched 
with Lincolnshire reeds would last seventy years, as 
he was informed when in that county ; and that he 
told this in London to a great thatcher, who said, he 
believed it might be true. — Such are the pains that 
Dr. Johnson takes to get the best information on 
every subject. 

He proceeded : " It is, difficult for a farmer in 
England to find day-labourers, because the lowest 
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mairafacturers can always get mom tlsiii a daj^ 
labourer. It k of no conseqoence how high the 
wages of mannfacturers are ; but it would be of 
very bad consequence to raise the wages of those 
who procure the imtnediate necessaries of life, for 
that would raise the price of provisions. Here then 
is a problem for pohticians. It is not reasonable 
that the most usefal body of men should be the 
worst paid ; yet it does not appear bow it can be or- 
liered otherwise. It were to be wished, that a mode 
for Its being otherwise were found out. In the mean 
time, it is better to give temporary assistance by 
charitable contributions to poor labourers, at times 
when provisions are high, than to raise their wages; 
because, if wages are once raised, they will never 
get down again/* 

Happily the weather cleared up between one and 
two o'clock, and we got ready to depart ; but onr 
- kind host and hostess would not let us go without 
taking a snatch, as they call it; which was in 
truth a very good dinner. While the punch went 
round], Dr. Johnson kept a close whispering con- 
fiference with Mrs. M^Kinnon, which, however, was 
loud enough to let us hear that the subject of it was 
the particulars of Prince Charles's escape. The 
company were entertained and pleased to observe it. 
Upon that subject, there was something congenial 
between the soul of Dr. Samuel Jot)nson, and that 
oi an isle of Sky farroer*s wife. It is curious to see 
people, how far soever removed from each other in 
the general system of their lives, come close together 
on 9 particular point which is common to each. We 
were merry with Corrichatachin, on Dr. Johnson's 
whispering with his wife. She, perceiving rtiis, ha. 

6 
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huQdOurously ci:ied» " I am in love with him. What 
ta^ it to live acid not to k>ve V Upon her saying 
something, wlpich I did not hear, or cannot recollect, 
he seized h^r hand eagerly, and kissed it. 

As. we were going, the Scottish phrase of ^' honest 
man !'* which is an expr^sion of kindness and re* 
gard, was again and again applied by the conxpany 
to Dr. Johnson* I was also treated with much civi- 
lity; and I must take some merit from my assiduous 
ajttention to him, and from my contriving that he 
riiall be easy whqrever he goes, that he* shall not be 
asked twice to eat or drink any thing, (which always 
disgusts him) that he shall be provided with ^ water 
at his meala, and many suph little things, which, if 
not attended to, would fret him. I also may be al- 
lowed to claim some merit in leading the converse-^ 
lion : I do not mean leading, as in an orchestra, by 
f>]aying the first fiddle ; but leading as one does in 
examining a witnessH-^'starting topics, and making 
him pursue them. He appears to me like a great 
mill, in which a subject ia thrown to be ground. 
It requires, indeed,- fertile minds to furnish mate- 
rials for this milk I regret whenever I see it un- 
employed; but sometimes I feel myself quite bar*- 
ren, and having nothing to throw in, — I know not 
if this mill be a good figure ; though Pope makes 
his mind a mall for turning verses. 

We set out about four. Young Corrichatachin 
went with us. We had s^ fine evening, s^d arrived 
in good time at Ostig^ the residence of JMr. Martin 
Mcpherson, minister of Slate. It is a pretty good 
house, built by his father, upon a farm near the . 
diurcb. We were received here with much kind- 
nes? by Mr. and Mrs. M^Phersptt, and his sister. 
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Miss MfPherson, who pleased Dr. Johnson muchj 
by singing Erse songs, and playing on the 
gtii ttar. He afterwards sent her a present of his 
Rasselas. In bis bed-chamber was a press stored 
with books/ Greek, Latin, Frenich, and English, 
most of which had belonged to the father of our 
host^ the learned Dr. M'Pberson ; who^ though his 
Dissertations have been mentioned in a former page 
as unsatisfactory,, was, a man of distinguished talents. 
Dr. Johnson looked at a Latin paraphrase of the song 
of Moses, written by him, and published in the 
Scots Magazine for 1747, and saidj ^* It does him 
honour ; he has a great deal of Latin, and good 
Latin.*'-^— Dr. M'Pherson published also in. the same 
magazine, June l7.3Si> an original Latin ode, which 
he wrote from the isle of Barra^ where he was minis- 
ter for some years. It is very poetical, and exhibits 
a striking proof how much all things depend upon 
comparison : for Barra, it seems, appeared to him 
so much worse than Sky, his natuh solum, that he 
languished, for its ^' blessed mountains," and thought 
himself buri^ alive amongst barbarians where he 
was. — ^My readers will , probably j^ot be displeased 
to have a specimen of this ode : 

" Hei mihi ! quantos patior doiwes^ 
'' Dum progul specto.juga ter beats ; 
" Dum ferae Barrae steriles arenas 
** Solus oberro. 

*' Ingemo^ indighor^ crucior, quod inter 
*' Barbaros Tbulen lateam colentes ; 
" Torpeo languens, morior sepultus, 
. Carcere ccsco.'* 

After wishing for wings to flyover to his dear 
country, which was in his view, from what he calls 
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Tkuki as being the most western isl^ of Scotland, 
except Sti Kilda; after describing the- pleasures of 
society, and the iliiseries of solitude, he at last, with 
becoraing propriety, has recourse to the only sure 
relief of thinking menj'-^ursum carrfa,— the hope 
of a better world, and disposes his mind to resign 
nation: 

^'Interim hat, tua> rex, . voluntas : 
[^ Eiigor sursiHn quoties subit spes 
*' Certa migrandi Solymam supernam, 
*' NumTnis aulam." 

He concludes in a noble strain of orthodox piety j 

" Vita turn demum vocitatida vita est. 
" Turn licet gratos socios habere, 
" Seraphim et sanctos triad em verendam 
" Concelebranfes," 

WBDNBSDAT, S£PT£MB£R 2Q. 

After a very good sleep; I rose more refreshed 
than I had been for some nights. We were now at 
bat a little distance from the shore, and saw the 6ea 
from the windows, which made our voyage seem 
nearer. Mr. M'Pherson's manners and address 
pleased us much. He appeared to be a man of such 
intelligence and taste as to be sensible of the extra- 
ordinary powers of his illustrious guest. He said to 
me, ^^ Dr. Johnson is an honour to mankind ; and, 
if the expression may be used,' is an honour to re- 
ligion." 

Col, who had gone yesterday to pay a visit at 
Camuscross, join^/ us this morning at breakfast. 
Some other gentlemen also came to enjoy the enter^* 

T 
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tainm^ot of Dr. Johnson's conversation.-— The day 
vras windy and rainy, so that we had just seized a 
happy interval for our journey last night. We had 
good entertainment here, better accommodation than 
at Corrichatachin, and time enough to ourselves. 
The hoijrs slipped along imperceptibly. We^talked 
of Shenstone. Dr. Johnson said he was a good 
layer-out of land, but would not allow him to ap- 
proach excellence as a poet. He said, he believed 
he had tried to read all his Love Pastorals, but did 
not get through them. I repeated the stanza. 

She gazed as I slowly withdrew ; 
' My path I could hardly discern j 
So sweetly she bade me adieu, 
I thought that she bade me return. 

he said. " That seems to be pretty." I observed that 
Sheiistone, from his short maxims in prose, appear- 
ed to have some power of thinking ; but Dr. John- 
^n would not allow him that merit. He agreed, 
ho\^ever, with Shenstone, that it was wrong in the 
brother of one of his correspondents to burn his let* 
ters : *^ for, (said he,) Shenstone was a man whose 
correspondence was an honour."— He was this, after- 
];u>on full of critii^^a] severity, and dealt about hSs 
censures on all sides. He said, Hammond^s Love 
{Elegies were poor things. He spoke contemptu-* 
ousjy of our lively and elegant, though too li- 
centious, Lyrick bard, Hanbury Williams, and 
said, '* he had no fame, but from boys who drank 
with him." 

While he was in th\s mood, I was unfortunate 
enough, simply perhaps, hut I could not help think- 
ing, undeservedly, to come within *^ the whiff and 
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wind of his fell sword.^' I asked him, if he had ever 
.been accustomed to wear a night-cap. He said 
. •* No.** I asked, if it was best not to wear one>i- 
Johnson. ^^ ^t^ I had this custom by chance, and 
perhaps no man dhall ever know whether it is best to 
deep mth or without a night-cap.*'— -Soon after* 
wards he was laughing at some deficiency in the 
Highlands, and said, <' One ihig;ht as well go with- 
out shoes and stochiiigs/* — Thinking to have a little 
hit at bis own deficiency, I ventured to add, ■ ' * 
'' or without a night^cap, sir/* But I had better 
have been silent; for he retorted directly., '* I d6 
not see the connection there (laughing.) Nobody 
before was ever foolish enough to ask whether it was 
best to wear a night-cap or not« This comes of be- 
ing a little wrong- headed."-^He carried the company 
along with faim : and yet the truth is, that if be 
had always worn a nightcap, as is the common 
practioe, afad found the Highlanders did not wear 
one, he would have wondered at their barbarity ; so 
that my hit was fair enough. 

* 

4 . 

f 1 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER SO. 

Tliere was as great a storm of wind and rain as I 
fiave almost ever seen, whiqh necessarily confined us 
to the house t but tve were folly compensated by I>. 
Jti^hnson*s conversation. He said, he did not grudge 
Barkers being the first man in the House of Com«^ 
mons, for he was the first man every where ; buf 
he grudged that a fellow who makes no figure in 
company, and has a mind as narrow as the neck of 
a vinegar cruet^ should make a figure in the Hous* 
6f Commons, merely by having ^he knowledge of 
a few forms, and being furnished with a little occa- 

T 2 
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• sibnal information *. He Hold us, the first, time he 
saw Dr. Young, was at the house of Mri Rtohardson, 
the author of Clarissn. He w^s sa^t forj that' the 
doctor might read to him his Coryectures on original 
Composition^ which he did, and Dr. Johnson malde 
his remarks; and he was surprized to find Youog 
receive as novelties, what he thought very common 
'maxims. He said, he believed Young was not a 
great scholar, nor had studied regularly the art of 
writing; that there were very, fine things in his 
Night Thoughts^ though you could not find twenty 
lines together without some extravagance. He re- 
peated two passages from his Love of Fame, — the 
^characters of Brunetta and Stella, which he praised 
highly. He said Young pressed him much to come 
to Wellwyn, He always intended it, but never 
.u'ent. He was sorry wiien Young died. The cause 
of quarrel between Young and his son, he told us, 
was, that his son insisted Young should turn away 
a clergyman's widow, who lived with him, and who, 
having acquired great influence over the father, was 
saucy to the son. Dr. Johnson said, she could not 
conceal her resentment at him, for saying to Young, 
that " an old man should not resign himself to the 
management of any body.V — I asked him, if thei^ 
was any improper connection between them. — ** No, 
sir, no more than between two statues. — He was past 
fourscore, and ishe a very coarse woman. She read 
to him, and I suppose made his coffee, and frothed 



• « He did not mention the name of any particular pcirson; bat 
^ose nvbo ane cpnver^nt with the political world will probably re- 
collect more persons than one \o whom this obserration may be ap* 

pfied. 
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his' chocolate, and did such things as an old man- 
wishes to have done for him.** • / r^ 
Dr. Doddridge being mentioned, he observed thai 
** he was author of one of the finest -fepigrams in 
the English language. It is in Orton*s Life of 
him. The subject is his family- motto,-^Dum vP 
vimusy vivamus ; which, in its primary signification, 
is, to be sure, not very suitable to a Christian di- 
vine ; but he paraphrased it thus :'* 

'* Live, while you live, the epicure would say, 

'' And sd^e the pleasures of th^ pre^nt day. , ; 

" Live^ while you live, the sacred preacher criesj 

'* And give to God each moment as it flies. 

•" Lord, in my views let both utiited be ; 

'* I live in pleasure, when I live to thee" 

I asked if it was not strange that government 
should permit so many infidel writings to pass with- 
out censure. — Johnson. ** Sir, it is mighty. foolish. 
It is for want of knowing their own power. The 
present family on the throne came to -the crbwu 
against the will of nine tenths of the people. Whe- 
ther those nine tenths weVe right or wrong, it is not 
our business now to enquire. But suoh beiitg the 
situation of the royal family, they were glad to en* 
courage all who would be their friends. Now you. 
know^every bad man is a Whig; every man who. 
has loose notions. The church was all against tfaia^ 
family. They were, as I say, glad to eneourage. 
any friends; and therefore^ since their accession,, 
there is no inst^noe of any man being kept back on 
account of his bad principles ; and hence this inun- 
dation of impiety.*' I observed, that Mr. Hume,- 
some of whose writings were very unfavourable to* 

a • _ 
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i;digion, w^si, however, 8 Tory.— -Johnson. " Sir, 
tlume is a Tory by Chance, as being a Scotchman ^ 
but not upon a principle of duty; for he haa no 
principle, if he is any thing, he is a Hobbist.'* 

There was something not quite serene in his hu* 
siour to-night^ after supper ; for he spoke of hasten** 
log aiway to J^ondofi) without .stopping much at 
Edinburgh. I reminded hin> that he had General 
Oughtun and many others to see.-i><^ Johnson. ^' Nay, 
I shall neither go in jest, nor stay in jest. I shall do 
what is fit/'<-7-Bosw£LL, ^^ Ay, sir, but all I desire 
is, that you will let me tell you when it is fit.**^^ 
Johnson. " Sir, I sliall not consult you." — Boswell. 
** If you are to fun away from us, bb sioon as you get 
loose, we will keep you confined in an island."-*-He 
was, however, on the whole, very good company, 
Mr. Donald M^lLeod expressed very welt the gra- 
dual impression made by ]>. Johnson on those who 
are so fortunate as ta obtain his acquaintance*— -*~ 
** When you see him first, you are struck with awful 
yevf rence ;— then ygu a4*«ire him j-^r-tand then you 
love him cordially/' 

I read this evening some part of Voltaire^s His- 
tory of the War in 174 1^ and of JU>rd Karnes against 
H^^reditary Indefeasible Right. This is a very slight 
<Mrcum8tance, with which I should not trouble my 
reader, but for the sake of observiag, that every 
tban should keep minutes of whatever he reads« 
Every circumstance of his studies should be re- 
corded; what books he has co^uit^d ; how much 
of them he has read ; at what timiMi; how often the 
same authors ; and what, opinions he formed of 
them, at different periods of his life. — Such an ac* 
poai^i wQukI ouicl^ iilusti;ate the history of hi& niind^ 
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1. 

I shewed to Dr. Johnson verses in a magazine 
on his Dictionary^ composed of uncommon words 
taken from it : . 

" Little of Antkropopaiiy has he" fire. 

He read a few of them, and said, ** I am . not ai** 
swerable for all the words in my Dictionary.*'— I 
told, him that Garrick kept a book of all who had 
either praised or abused him. — On the subject of 
his own reputation, he said, *^ Now that I. see it has 
been so current a topick, I wish I had done so too; 
but it could not well be done now, as so many things 
are scattered in news-papers.'' — He said he was 
angry at a boy of Oxford, who wrote in his dti- 
fence against Kenrick ; because it was doing him 
hurt to answer Kenrick. He was told afterward^^ 
the boy was to come to him to ask a favour. He 
first thought to treat him rudely, on account of his 
meddling in that business ; but then he considered^ 
he had meant to do him all the service in his power^ 
and he took another resolution ; he told hin) he 
would do what he could for him, and did so ; and 
the boy was satisfied. He said, he did not know 
how bis pamphlet was done, as he had read very 
little of it. The boy made a good figure at Ox- 
ford, but died. He remarked, that attacks on au- 
thors did them much service. ** A man who telfs 
me my play is very bad, is less my enemy than h6 
who lets it die in silence. A man whose business 
it is to be talked of, is much helped by being at- , 
tacked." — Garrick, I observed, had been often so 
hdped.— JoHNSoji. "Yes, sir; though Garrick had 
more opportunities than almost any man, to keep 
the publick in mind of him, by exhibiting himself 
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to such numbers^ he wauld not have had so much 
ceputation^ had he pot been >so much attacked* 
Every attack produces a defence ; and so attention 
is engaged. There is no sport in mere praise, when 
people are all of a mind.^'—^BoswELL. " Then Hume 
is not the worse for Beattie's attack?'* — Johnson. 
** He is, because Beattie has confuted him. I do 
liot say, but that there m«y be some attacks which 
will hurt an author. Though Hume suffered from 
Beattie, he was the better for other atta(cks." (He 
certainly could not include in that number those of 
Dr. Adams, and Mr. Tytler ) — Bos\«;£Ll. '^ Gold- 
smith is the better for attacks/' — Johnson. ** Yes, 
sir ; but he does not think so yet. When Goldsmith 
and I published, each of us something, at the same 
time, we were given to understand that we might 
review each other. Goldsmith was for accepting 
the offer. I said, No ; set Reviewers at defiance^ 
•r-It was said to old Bentley, upon the attacks 
against him, * Why, they'll write you down.' ^ No, 
sir, he replied ; depend upon it, no man was ever 
written down but by himself." — He observed to me 
afterwards, that the advantages authors derived 
from attacks, were chiefly in- subjects of taste, where 
you cannot confute, as so much may be said on 
either side. — He told me he did not know who was 
the authourof the ^ventures of a Guinea,^ but that 
the bookseller had sent the first volume to him in 
manuscript, to have his opinion if it should be 
printed ; and he thought it should. 

The weather being now somewhat better, Mr. 
Jaoies McDonald, factor to Sir Alexander McDonald 
in Slate, insisted that all the company at Ostig 

f [The author was Charles Johnson^ Esq. a gentleman of Ireland.] 
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th&uid go tothe house at Armidale, whicfe S? Alexr-^ 
ander had left, having gone with his lad^'to *Edki^ 
burgh, and be his guests, till we iiad an opportu- 
nity of sailing to MuH. We accordrngly got ther^ 
to dinner ; and passed our day very cheferfully, bfe- 
ing no less than fourteen in number. 

1 ■ , * 

SATURDAY^ OCTOBEfe 2, " 

Dr. Johnson said, that " a Chief and his Lady 
should make their house like a court. They should 
have a certain number of the gentlemen's daiighteri- 
to receive their education in the family, to learn 
pastry and soeh things from the housekeeper, and 
manners from my lady. That *\^ia8 the way in thd 
great families in-Wales ; at Lady.Sahsbury*^^ Mfs. 
Thrale's grandmother, and at Lady PhilJp^'s; I 
distinguish the femilies by theladfes, as \ -speak of 
what was properly their province/ Th^i^e-*were' 
always six ydungladkis at Sir John Philips** i when' 
one was married, her place was filled up. 'There 
was a large schooKroom, where th«y learnt needle- 
work and other things." — I'ot)seryed, that,- at some 
courts in Germany; there were academies fbrthtf' 
pages, who are the sons of gentlemen, afid receive 
their education without any expencer to their pai^elits* 
Dr. Johnson said, that manners Were best* leiiroed'at 
those courts. ^* You are admitted • with grfeat* fa- 
cility to the prince's company, and yet must treat 
him with much respect. At a great court, you are 
at such a distance that you get no good." — I said, 
*f Very true % a man sees the court of Versailles, a^ 
if he saw it on a theatre." — He said, " The best 
book that ever was written upon good breeding, U 
f^prieggimo, by Castiglione, grew up at the little 
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court of Urbinoy and you should reivi it/' — I aib 
gl«4 always to have his opinion of books. At Mr. 
AA<Pher8on*s^ he commended fVhiiby's Commentary, 
wd said^ he had heard him called rather la^ ; but 
be did not perceive it. He had looked at a noveU 
called The Man qftke Wortdy at Ratey, but thought 
there was nothing in it. He said to-day, while 
reading my Journal^ " This will be a great treasure 
to us^ some years hence/* 

Talkii>g of a very penurious gentleman of our 
^oqiiaintance, he observed, that he exceeded VAvart 
in the play^ I concurred with him, and remarked 
^^% he would do well, if introduced in one of 
Fck>te*s farces ; that the best Way to get it done, 
woilU be to bring Foote to be entertained at bia 
bouse foif a week, and then it would be/acit indig-^ 
Ha/td.— ^Johnson. ** Sir, I wish he had him. I, 
who have eiiten his bread, will not give him to 
him ; but I should be glad he came honestly by 
him;\ 

He said, he waa angry at Thrale, for sitting at 
General Oglethorpe^s without speaking. He cen<- 
aored a man for degrading himself to a non-entity 4 
\ observed,- that Goldsmith was . on the other ex« 
treaa^ ^ for . he spoke at all veMures. — Johnson. 
VYeSir sir; Goldsnjitb, ratlier than not speak, will 
talk of what he knows himself to be ignorant, which 
can only ei|d in exposing him.'* — -r-" I wonder,, 
(said I,) if he feels tliat he exposea himself. — If he 
wias vrith two taylors.'*— <« Or with two founders, 
(^id JEH'. Johnso9, interrupting ove,) be would fal 
01 talkifig o» the method of making cwnon, though 
both of^ them would soon see that he dfd not know 
what metal a cannon is made pf." — We were very 
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locia} and raerry in his room this forenoon. In th« 
evening the company danced as usuaU We per- 
formed, with much activity, a dance which, I sup* 
pose, the emigration from Sky has occasioned. Tliey 
call it America. Each of the couples, after the 
common involutUms and evolutions^ successively 
whirls round Jn a cirple, till all are in motion ; and 
the dance seems intended to shew how emigration 
catcher, till a whole neighbourhood is set afioat.~» 
Mrs. M'KInnon told me, that last year when a ship 
aailed from Portree for America, the people ott 
shore were almost distracted when they saw their re*» 
lations go off, they lay down on the ground^ tuow 
bled, and tore the grass with their tee(h.~*Thia 
year there was not a tear shed. The people on 
shore seemed to think that they would soon follows 
This indifference is a mortal sign for the country. 

We danced to-night to the mosick of the bagpipe^ 
which made us beat the ground with prodigious 
force. I thought it better to endeavour to concN 
liate the kindness of the people of Sky, by jcHning 
heartily in their amusements, than to play the tis^J 
stract sdiolan I looked on this Tour to the 
Hebrides as a copartiiership between Dr. Johnson 
and me. Each was to do all he could to promote 
its success ; and I have some ream^n to flatter myself, 
that my gayer exertions were of service to us. Dr. 
Johnson*s immense fund of knowledge and wit was a 
wonderful source of admiration and delight to them ; 
but they had it only at times ; and they required to 
have the i (Nervals agreeably filled up, and even little 
elucidations of his learned text. I was also forta« 
nate enough frecjueutly to draw him forth to talk, 
when he would otherwise have been silent% Th^ 
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fountain was at times locked up, till T opened the 
sparing'. — It was carious to hear the Hebridians, 
when any dispute happened while he whs oiit of the 
room, saying, " Stay till Dr. Johnson comes r say 
th^t to him. r - - 

-Yesterday Dr. Johnson said, " I canndt but laugh, 
to think of myself rovhig among the Hebrides at 
sixtyv I wonder where I shall rove at fourscore!'* 
— ^This evening he disputed the truth of what is 
sqid, as to the people of St. Kilda catching cold 
whenever strangers come. *' How can there (said 
he) be a physical eflfect without a physical dause ♦ ?** 
-^He add^d, laughing, *' the arrival of- a ship full 
of strangers -w6uld kill them ; for, if one Stranger 
giViCS theni one cold, two striangers must give them. 
tjNFocolda; and so in proportion." — I wondered to 
hea'c him ridicule jthis, as he had praised M^Aulay 
fpr pjittihg. k in his book : saying, that it was manly 
mbim'to^elf a fact, however strange, if he himself 
believed it. He said, the evidence was not adequate 
to the improbability of the thing ; that if a physi-. 
cian, rather difsposed to be incredulous, should go 
to St» Kilda, and report the fact, then he would 
b^in to look'about him. . They said*, it was annually 
proved by M^eod's steward, on whose arrival all 
t{ie inhabitants caught oold. He jocularly remarked, 
•*. tbe steward always comes to demand something 
from them ; and so they fall a coughing. I sup-, 
ppse the pBOple in Sky all take a cold, when- 
(oaming^a certain person) comes/' — They said, be 
came: only^ in. summer .'-^Johnson, "That is out of 
tenderness ' to ydu. Bad weather and he, at the' 
s^jhe^tkme, *would be too much/^ 
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•pec this matter explained, and the physical came assigned, in tW 
Life of J«hD90D« vol.ii. p. 5S, dthe^it.j 
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Joseph reported that the wind was still against us. 
Dr. Johnson said, ^' A wind, or not a wind? that tB 
the question;" for he can amuse himself at times 
with a little play of words, or rather sentences. I 
remember when he turned bis tup at Aberbrotbick, 
where we drank tea, he muttered Cldudite Jam 
rivos, pueri. I must again ^and again apologize to 
fastidious readers, for rtcording such minute parti- 
culars. They prove the scrupulous fidelity of my 
Journal. Dr. Johnson said it was a very exact 
picture of a portion of his life. 

While we were chatting in the indolent stile of 
men who were to stay here all this day at least, we 
were suddenly roused at being told that the 
wind was fair, that a little fleet of herring- blisses 
was pasaing.by for Mull, and that Mr, Simpson's 
vessel was about to sail. Hugh McDonald, the 
skipper, came to us, and was impatient that we 
should get ready, which we soon did. Dr. John-^ 
son, with composure and solemnity, repeated the 
observations of Epictetus, that, ^^ as man has the 
voyage of death before him,— whatever may be his 
employment, he should be ready at the mastered call ; 
and an old i?ian should never be far from the shore, 
lest he should not be able to get himself ready." He 
rode, and I and the other gentlemen walked, about 
an English mile to the shore, where the vessel lay. 
Dr. Johnson said, he should never forget Sky, and 
returned thanks for all civilities. We were carriied 
to the vessel 'in. a small boat which she had, and we 
set sail very briskly about one o'clock. I was much 
pleased^ with the motion for many hours. Dr. John* 
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son grew sick, and retired under coveri as it rained 
a good deal. I kept above, that I might have 
iiresh air, and finding myself not affected by the n\o^ 
tion of the vessel, I exulted in being a stout seaman, 
while Dr. Johnson was quite in a state of annihila- 
tion. But I was soon humbled; for after imagining 
that I could go with ease to America or the East* 
Indies, I became very sick, but kept above board, 
though it rained hard. 

As we had been detained sor long in Sky by bad 
Jweather, we gave up the scheme that Col had 
planned for us of visiting several islands, and con<* 
tented ourselves with the prospect of seeing Mull, 
and Icolmkill and Inchkenneth, which^ lie near 
to it. 

Mr. Simpson was sanguine in his hopes for a*^ 
while, the wind being fair for lis. He said, he 
would land us at Icolmkill that night. But when 
the wind failed, it was resolved we should make ibf 
the sound of Mull, and land in the harbour of To^^ 
bermorie. We kept near the five herring vessels 
for some time ; but afterwards four of them got 
before us, and one little wherry fell behind us. 
When we got in full view of the point of Ardna^ 
murchan, the wind changed, and was directly 
against our getting into the sound. W< were then 
obliged to tack, and get forward in that tedious 
manner. As we advanced, the storm grew greater, 
and the sea very rough. Col then began to talk of 
making for Egg, orCanna, or his own island. Our 
skipper said, he would get us into the Sound. Hav- 
mg struggled for this a good while in vain, he said, 
he would push forward till we were near the land of 
Mull, where we might cast anchor, and lie tiU the 
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ifiornifig ; fer although, befort this, there had beeft 
a good moon, and I had pretty distinctly deen not 
only the land of Mull, but up the Sound, and the 
QOutttry of Morven as at one end of it, the night 
was now grown very dark. Our crew consisted <rf 
one McDonald, our skipper, and two sailors, one 
of whom had but one eye ; Mr. Simpson himself^ 
Cc^ and Hugh McDonald his servant, all helped. 
Simpson said, he would willingly go for Col, if 
young Col or his servant would undertake to pilot 
us to a harbour ; but, as the island is low land, it 
was dangerous to run upon it in the dark. Col and 
his servant appeared a little dubious^ ,The scheme 
of running for Canna seemed then to be embraced ; 
but Canna was ten leagues off, all out of our way ; 
and they were afraid to attempt the harbour of Egg;. 
All these different plans were successively in agita** 
Cion. The old skipper still tried to make for the 
land of Mull ; but then it was considered that tliere 
was no place there where we could anchor in safety. 
Much time was lost in striving against the storm. At 
last it became so rough, and threatened to be so-much 
worse, that Col and his servant took more courage, 
and said they would undertake to hit one of the 
harbours in Col.—" Then let us run for it in God'* 
name," said the skipper ; and instantly we turned 
towards it. The little wherry which had fallen be-* 
bind U8> had hard work. The master begged that, 
if we made for Col, we should put ou^ a light to 
him. Accordingly one of the sailors waved a glow* 
ing peat for some time. The various diiSi^htet 
that were started, gave me a good deal of appre- 
hension, from which I was relieved, when I found. 
we w^re to win for a harbour before the mttdt. B»f 
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my relief was but erf short duration ; for I soon heard 
that our sails wer^ very bad, and* were in danger of 
being torn in pieces^ ia which ca^e we should be 
driven upon the rocky shore of Coi« It was very 
dark, and there was a. heavy and incessant rain. 
The sparks of the burning peat flcAV so much about, 
that I dreaded the. vessel might take fire« Then, as 
Col was a sportsman, and had powder on boards I 
figured that -we might be blown up. Simpson and 
he appeared a little frightened, which made me more 
so ; and the perpetual talking, or rather shouting, 
which was carried on in Erse, alarmed me still more. 
A man is always suspicious of what is saying in an 
unknown tongue ; and^ if fear be his passion at the 
time, he grows more afraid. Our vessel often lay 
so much on one side, that I trembled lest she should 
be overset, and indeed they told me afterwards, 
that they had run her sometimes to within an inch 
of the water, so anxious were they to make what 
haste they could before the night should be worse. I 
now saw what I never saw before, a prodigious sea, 
with immense billows coming upon a ve$sel^ so as 
that it seemed hardly possible to escape. There was 
something grandly horrible in the sight. I am glad 
I have seen it once. Amidst all these terrifying 
circumstances^ I endeavoured to compose my mind. 
It was not easy to do it ; for all the stories that I had 
heard of the dangerous sailing among the HebrideSji 
which is proverbial, came full upon my recollection. 
When I thought of those who were dearest to me^ 
and would sufFer severely, should I be lost^ I up- 
braided myself, as not having a sufficient cause for 
putting myself in such danger. Piety afforded me 
icomfort; yet I was disturbed by the objecticms that 
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Lave been made against a particular providence, and 
by the arguments of those who maintain that it is in 
vain to hope that the petitions of an individual, or 
even of congregations, can have any influence with 
the Deity 5 objections which have been often made, 
and which Dr. Hawkesworth has lately revived, in 
his Preface to the Voyages to the South Seas ; but 
Dr. Ogden's excellent doctrine on the efficacy of in- 
tercession prevailed. 

' It was' half an hour after eleven before we set our- 
selves in the course for Col. As I saw them all busy 
doing something, I asked Col, with much earnest- 
ness, what I could do. He, with a happy readi- 
ness, put into my hand a rope, which was fixed to 
the top of one of the masts, and told me to hold it 
till he bade me pulK If I had considered the matter, 
I might have seen that this <:ould not be of the least 
service ; but his object was to keep me out of the 
way of those who were busy working the vessel, and 
at the same time to divert my fear, by employing 
me, and makirig me think that I was of use* Thus 
did I stand firm to my post, while the wind and 
rain beat upon me, always expecting a call to pull 
my rope. 

The man with one eye steered ; old McDonald, and 
Col and his servant, lay upop the fore castle, look- 
ing sharp out for the harbour. It was necessary to 
carry much cloth^ as they termed it, that is to say, 
much sail, in order to keep the vessel off the shore 
of Col. This made violent plunging in a rough 
sea. At last they spied the harbour of Lochiern, and 
Col cried, " Thank God, we are safe!" We ran 
up till we were opposite to it, and soon afterwards 
we got into it, and cast anchor. 
- ' U 
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,Dr. Johnson had all this time been quiet and uii- 
ooncerned. .He had lain down on one of the beds, 
and having got free from sickness, was satisfied. 
The truth is, he knew nothing of the danger we 
were in : but, fearless and unconcerned, might have 
said, in the words which he has chosen for the motto 
ta his Rambler y 

" Quo me cunque rapit tempestas, deferor hospes*. 

• 

Once, during the doubtful consultations, he asked 
whither we Nvere going ; and upon being told that it 
was not certain whether to Mull or Col, he cried, 
*^ Col for my money !" — I now went down, with 
Col and Mr. Simpson, to visit him. He was lying 
iii philosophick tranquillity with a greyhound of 
Col's at his back, keeping him warm. Col is quite 
the Juvenis qui gaudet cariibus. He had, when we 
left Talisker, two greyhounds, two terriers, a pointer, 
^ and a large Newfoundland water-dog. He lost one 
of his terriers by the road, but had still five dogs 
with him. I w^as very ill, and very desirous to get 
to shore. When I was told that we could not land 
thatn^ight, as the storm had now increased, I looked 
so miserably, as Col afterwards informed me, that 
what Shakspeare ha^ made the Frenchman say of the 
English soldiers, when scantily dieted, '* Piteous 
they ivill look, like drowned mice /" might, I believe, 
have been been applied to me. There was in the 
harbour, before us, a Campbell-town vessel, the 
Betty, Kenneth Morrison master, taking in kelp^ 
and bound for Ireland. We sent our boat to beg 
beds for two. gentlemen, and that the master would 
send his boat, which was larger than ours. He ac- 

♦ For as the tempest drives, I shape rav way. Francis. 
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cordingly did so, and Col and I were accommodated 
in his vessel till the morning. 

MOKDAY, OCTOBER 4. 

About eight o'clock we went in the boat to Mr. 
Simpson's vessel, and took in Dr. Johnson. He was 
quite well, though he had tasted nothing but a dish 
of tea since Saturday night. On our expressing some 
surprise at this, he said, that, " when he lodged in 
the Temple, and had no regular system of life, he 
had fasted for two days at a time, during which he 
had gone about visiting, though not at the hours of 
dinner or supper ; that he had drunk tea, but eaten 
no bread ; that this was no intentional fasting, but 
happened Justin the course of a literary life." 

There was a little miserable publick-house close 
upon the shore, to which we should have gone, had 
we landed last night : but this morning Col resolved 
to take us directly to the house of Captain Lauchlan 
M*Lean, a descendant of his family, who had ac- 
quired a fortune in the East-Indies, and taken a 
farm in Col. We had about an English mile to go 
to it. Col and Joseph, and some others, ran to 
some little horses, called here Shelties, that were 
running wild on a heath, and catched one of them.. 
We had a saddle with us, which was clapped upon 
it, and a straw halter was put on its headi Dr. 
Johnson was then mounted, and Joseph very slowly 
and gravely led the horse. I said to Dr. Johnson, 
" I wish, sir, the club saw you in this attitude*." 

• This curious exhibition may perhaps remind some of my readers 
•f the ludicrous lines, ma(Je, during Sir Robert Walpole's administra- 

U 2 
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It was a very heavy rain, and I was wet to the 
skin. Captain M'Lean had but a poor temporary 
house, or rather hut ; however, it was a very good 
haven to us. There was a blazing peat-fire, and 
Mrs. McLean, daughter of the minister of the pa- 
rish, got us tea. I felt still the motion of the sea.- 
Dr. Johnson said, it was not in imagination^ but a 
continuation of motion on the fluids, like that of the 
sea itself after the storm is over. 

There were some books on the board which served 
as a chimney-piece. Dr. Johnson took up Burners 
History of^ his own Times. He said, *^ The first part 
of it is one of the most entertaining books in the < 
English language ; it is quite dramatick : while he 
went about every where, saw every where, and heard 
every where. By the first part, I mean so far as it 
appears that Burnet himself was actually engaged in 
what he has told ; and this may be easily distinguish- 
ed.'* Captain McLean censured Burnet, for his 
high praise of Lauderdale in a dedication, when he 
shews him in his history to have been so bad a man. 
— Johnson. " I do not myself think that a man 
should say in a dedication what he could not say in a 
history. However, allowance should me made ; for 
there is a great difference. The known style oi a 
dedication is flattery : it professes to flatter. There 
is the same difference between what a msin says in a 
dedication, and what he says, in a history, as between 
a lawyer's pleading a cause, and reporting it.*' 

lion, on Mr. George (afterwards Lord) Lyttelton, thoogh the figures 
of the two personages must be allowed to be very different : 
f ' " But who is this astride the pony; 

*' So long, so lean, so lank, so bony } ' ^ 

" Dat be de great orator, Littletony.** 
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The day passed away pleasantly enough* The 
wind became fair for Mull in the evening, and Mr. 
Simpson resolved to sail next mgrning : but having 
been thrown into the island of Col, we were unwiU 
ling to leave it unexamined, especially as we consi* 
dered that the Campbell-town vessel would sail for 
Mull in a day or two^ and therefore we determined 
to stay, 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5. 

I rose, and wrote my Journal till about nine; 
and then went to Dr. Johnson, who sat up in bed 
and talked and laughed. I said, it was curious to 
look back ten years, ' to the time when we first 
thought of visiting the Hebrides. How distant and 
improbable the scheme then appeared ! Yet here 
we were actually aqnong them. — " Sir, (said he,) 
people may come to do any thing almost, by talk- 
ing of it, I real|y believe, I could talk myself into 
building a house upon island Isa, though I should 
probably never come back again to see it. I could 
easily persuade Reynolds to do it ; jiitQd th^re would 
l>e no great sin in persuading him to do it^ Sir, he 
would reason thus : * What will it cost me jto be 
there once in two or tliree summers ?-'— Why, per- 
haps, five hundred pounds; and what is that, \ti 
comparison of having a fine retreat, to which a man 
can go, or to which he can send a friend ?* He 
would never find out that he may have this within 
twenty miles of London.r— Then I would tell him, 
that he may marry one of the Miss M^Leod's, a lady 
of ^reat family.— Sir, it is surprising how people 
will go to a distance for what they may ^ave at 
hom^» 1 knew a lady who came up from Lincoli)« 
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shire to Knightsbridge with one of her daughter?, 
and gave five guineas a week for aiodging and a 
warm bath ; that i^, mere warm water. Thai, you 
know, could not be had in Lincolnshire I She said, 
it was made either too hot or too cold there/' 

After breakfast, Dr» Johnson and I, and Joseph, 
mounted horses, and Col and the Captain walked 
with us about a short mile across the island. We 
paid a visit to the Reverend Mr. Hector McLean. 
His parish consists of the islands of Col and Tyr-yi. 
He was about seventy-seven years of age, a decent 
ecelesiastick, dressed in a full suit of black clothes, 
and a black wig. He appeared like a Dutch pastor, 
or one of the assembly of divines at Westmirtster. 
Dr. Johnson observed to me afterwards, " that he 
was . a fine old man, and was as well-dressed^ and 
had as much dignity in his appearance as the dean 
of a cathedral." We were told, that he had a valu- 
able library, though but poor acommodation for it, 
being obliged to keep his books in large chests. I 
was curious to see him and Dr. Johnson together. 
Neither of them heard very distinctly ; so each^ of 
them talked in his own way, and at the same time. 
Mr. McLean said, he had a confutation of Bayle, 
by Leibnitz.-^JoHNSON. *' A confutation of Bayle, 
sir ! What part of Bayle do you mean ? The great- 
est part of his writings is not confutable : it is his- 
torical and critical." — ^Mr. MtLean said, " the ir- 
religious part;" and- proceeded to talk of Leib- 
nitz's controversy with^krke, calling Leibnitz a 
great man.-*— Johnson. ^' Why, sir, Leibnitz per- 
sisted in aflirming that Newton called space sensori- 
urn numinisy notwithstanding he was corrected, and 
desired to observe that Niew ton's words were auAsi 
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sensor ium numinis. No, sir; Leibnitz was as paltry 
a fellow as I know. Out of respect to Queen Ca- 
roline, who patronised him, Clarke treated him too 
well." 

During the time that Dr. Johnson was thus go- 
ing on, the old minister was standing with his back 
to the fife, cresting up er€;ct, pulling down the front 
of his periwig, and talking what a great man Leib- 
nitz was. To give an idea of the scene, would re- 
quire a page with two columns ; but it ought ra^ 
ther to be represented by two good players. The 
old gentleman said, Clarke was very wicked, for 
going so much into the Arian system. *^ I will not 
say he was wicked, said Dr. Johnson ; he might be 
mistaken." — McLean. " He was wicked, to shut 
his eyes against the Scriptures j and worthy men in 
England have since confuted him to all intents and 
purposes." — ^Johnson. " 1 know not who has con- 
futed him to all intents and purposes.^' — Here again 
there was a double talking, each continuing to 
maintain his own argument, without hearing exactly 
what the other said. 

I regretted that Dr. Johnson did not practise the 
art of accommodating himself to different sorts df 
people. Had he been softer with this venerable old 
mian, we might have had more conversation; but 
his forcibly spirit, and impetuosity of manner, may 
be said to spare neither sex nor age. I have seen 
(even Mrs. Thralte sturineid ; but 1 have often main- 
tained, that it is better he should retain his own 
manner. Pliability of address I conceive to be in*- 
consistent with that majestick power of mind which 
he possesses, and which produces such noble effects. 
A lofty oak will not bend like a supple willoWf 
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He told me afterwards, he liked firmness in art 
old man, and was pleased to see Mr. McLean so 
orthodox. " At his age, it is too late for a man 
to be asking himself questions as to his belief." 
. We rode to the northern part of the island, where 
we saw the ruins of a church or chapel. We then 
proceeded to a place called Grissipol, or the rough 
Pool. 

At Grissipol we found a good farm house, be- 
longing to the Laird of Col, and possessed by Mr. 
M*Sweyn, On the beach here there is n singular 
variety of curious stones. I picked up one very 
like a small cucumber. By the by, Dr. Johnson 
told me, that Guy's Line in the Beggar s Opera, 
*' As men should serve a cucumber," &c. has no 
waggish meaning, with reference to men flinging 
away cucumbers as too coolings which some have 
thought ; for it has been a common saying of phy- 
sicians in England, that a cucumber should be- well 
sliced, and dressed with pepper and vinegar, and 

then thrown out, as good for nothing.- Mr. 

M^Sweyn's predecessors had been in Sky from a 
very remote period, upon the estate belonging to 
M*Leod; probably before M'Leod had it. The 
name is certainly Norwegian, froni Sueno, King of 
Norway, The present Mr. M'Sweyn left Sky upon 
the late M*Leod's raising his rents. He then got 
this farm from Col. 

He appeared to be near fourscore ^ but looked 
as fresh, and was as strong as a man of fifty. His 
son Hugh looked older ; and, as Dr. Johnson ob- 
eeryed, had more the manners of an old man than 
he. I had often heard of such instances, but never 
p^w one before. Mrs. M^Sweyn was a decent ol4 
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gentlewoman. She was dressed in tartan, and could 
speak nothing but Erse. She said, she taught Sir 
James M'Donald Erse, and would teach me sooh. 
I could now sing a verse of the song Hatyinfoarrierij 
made in honour of Allan, the famous Captain of 
Clanranald, who fell at Sherrif-muir ; whose ser^ 
vant, who lay on the field watching his master's 
dead body, being asked next 'day who that was, an- 
swered, " He was a man yesterday/' 

We were entertained here with a primitive hearti- 
ness. Whiskey was served reund in a shell, accord- 
ing to the ancient Highland custom. Dr. Johnson 
would not partake of it; but, being desirous to do 
honour to the modes ^* of other times," drank some 
water out of the shelU 

In the forenoon Dr. Johnson said, '* it would re- 
quire great resignation to live in one of these 
islands.'* — Boswell. *•' I don't know, sir ; I have 
felt myself at times in a state of almost mere physi- 
cal existence^ satisfied to eat, drink, and sleep, and 
walk about, and enjoy my own thonghts; and I 
can figure a continuation of this."* — Johnson. " Ay, 
sir ; but if you were shut up here, your own thoughts 
would torment you. You would think of Edin- 
burgh or liOTidoUj and< that you could not be 
there." 

We set out after dinner for Breacacha, the family 
seat of the Laird of Col, accompanied by the young 
laird, who had now got a horse, and by the 
younger Mr. M'Sweyn, whose wife had gone thither 
before us, to prepare every thing for our reception, 
the laird and his family being absent at Aberdeen. 
It is called Breacacha, or the Spotted Field, because 
in si)miT)er it is enamelled with clover and daisies^ 
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as young Col told me. We passed by a place where 
there is a very large stone, I may call it a rock ;— • 
^' a vast weight for Ajax." The tradition is, that a 
giant threw such another stone at his mistress, up 
to the top of a hill, at a small distance ; and that 
she in return, threw this mass down to him. It 
was all in sport. 

Malo me petit lasciva puella. 

As we ^advanced, we came to a large extent of 
plain ground. I had not seen such a place for a 
long time. Col and I took a gallop upon it by way 
of race. It was very refreshing to me, after having 
been so long taking short steps in hilly countries. 
It was like stretching a man's legs after being 
cramped in a short bed. We also passed close by a 
large extent of sand-hills, near two miles square. 
Dr. Johnson said, '^ he never had the image before. 
It was horrible, if barrenness and danger could be 
»o." I heard him, after we were in the house of 
Breacacha^ repeating to himself, as he walked about 
the room, 

*' And smother'd in the dusty whirlwind, dies/' 

Probably he had been thinking of the whole of the 
simile m CatOy of which that is the concluding line; 
the sandy desart had struck him so strongly.- The 
sand has of late been blown over a good deal of 
meadow ; and the people of the island say, that 
their fathers remembered much of the space which is 
now covered with sand, to have been under tillage. 
Col's house is situated on a bay called Breacacha 
Bay. We found here a neat new-built gentleman's 
house, better than any we had been in sine? we 
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were at Lord Errol's. Dr. Johnson relished it much 
at first, but soon remarked to me, that " there was 
nothing becoming a Chief about it : it was a merC' , 
tradesman's box." He seemed quite at home, and no 
longer found any. difficulty in using the Highland 
address ; for as soon as we arrived, he said, with a 
spirited familiarity, " Now, Co/, if you could get 
us a dish of tea." — Dr. Johnson and I had each an 
excellent bed-chamber. We had a dispute which 
of us had the best curtains. His were rather the - 
best, being of linen ; but I inaisted that my bed had 
the best posts, vyhich was undeniable, " Well, (said 
he,) if you have the best postSy we will have you tied 
to them and whipped." — I mention this slight cir- 
cumstance, only to shew how ready he is, even in 
nnere trifles, to get the better of his antagonist, by 
placing him in a ludicrous view. I have known him 
sometimes use the same art, when hard pressed in se- 
rious disputation. Goldsmith, I remember, to reta- 
liate for many a severe defeat wh^ch he has suffered 
from him, applied to him a lively saying in one of 
Gibber's comedies, which puts this part of his cha- 
racter in a strong light. — '* There is no arguing 
with Johnson; for, if his pistol mi$ses fire , he knocks 
you down with the but end ofit^^ 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6. 

After a sufficiency of sleep, we assembled at break- 
fast. We were just as if in barracks. Every body 
was master. We went and viewed the old casUe 
of Gol, which is not far from the present house, 
near the shore, and founded on a rock. It has 
never been a large feudal residence, and has nothing 
about it that requires a particular description. Like 
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other old inconvenient buildings of the same age, it 
Exemplified Gray's picturesque lines, 

** Hage windows that enclade the light, 
*' And passages that lead to nothing.** 

It may however be worth mentioning, that on the 
second story we saw a vault, which was, and still is, 
the family prison. There was a woman put into it 
by the laird, for theft, within these ten years ; and 
any offender would be confined there yet ; for, from 
the necessity of the thing, as the island is remote 
from any power established by law, the laird must 
exercise his jurisdiction to a certain degree. 

We were shewn, in a corner of this vault, a hole, 
into which Col said greater criminals used to be put. 
It was now filled up with rubbish of diiFerent kinds. 
He said, it was of a great depth. ^* Ay, (said Dr, 
Johnson, smiling,) all such places, that arejilled up, 
were of a great depth." He is very quick in shewing 
that he does not give credit to careless or exaggerated 
accounts of things. After seeing the castle, .we 
looked at a small hut near it. It is called Teigk 
Franchichy i. e. the Frenchman's House. Col could j 
not tell us the history of it. A poor man with a 
wife and children now lived in it. We went into it, 
and Dr. Jobnsoii gave them some charity. There 
was but one bed for all the family, and the hut was 
very smoky. When he came out, he said to me, 
^^ Et hoc secundum senlentiam pliilosophorum esi esse 
J)eatus.^' — Bos WELL. *^ The philosophers, when they 
placed happiness in a cottage, supposed cleanliness 
and no smoke.*' — Johnson. •* Sir, they did no^ 
thiuk ^boiit eitl^er/' 
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We walked a little in the laird's garden, in which 
endeavours have been used to rear some trees ; but, 
as soon as they got above the surrounding wall^ they 
died. Dr. Johnson recommended sowing the seeds 
of hardy trees, instead of planting. 

Col and I rode out this morning, and viewed a 
part of the island. In the course of our ride, we 
saw a turnip-field, which he had hoed with his owii 
hands. He first introduced this kind of husbandry 
into the Western islands. We also looked at an 
appearance of lead, which seemed very promising. 
It has been long known ; for I found letters to the 
late laird, from Sir John Areskine arid Sir Alexander 
Murray, respecting it. 

After dinner came Mr. McLean, of Corneck, 
brother to Isle of Muck, who is a cadet of the 
fisimily of Col. He possesses the two ends of Col, 
which belong to the Duke of Argyll. Corneck had 
lately taken a lease of them at a very advanced rent, 
rather than let the Campbells get a footing in the 
island, one of whom had offered nearly as much as 
he. Dr. Johnson well observed, that, *^ landlords 
err much when they calculate merely what their 
land may yield. The rent must be in a proportion- 
ate ratio of what the land' may yield,, and of the 
power of the tenant to make, it yield. A tenant 
cannot make by his land, but according to the corn 
and cattle which he has. Suppose you should give 
him twice as much land as he has, it does him no 
good, unless he gets also more stock. It is clear 
then, that the Highland landlords, who let their 
substantial tenants leave them, are infatuated ; for 
the poor small tenants cannot give them good rents, 
from the very nature of things. They have not the. 
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means of raising more from their farms." Corneck, 
Dr. Johnson said, was the most distinct man that he 
had met with in these isles; he did not shut his eyes, 
or put his fingers in his ears, which he seemed to 
think was. a good deal the mode with most of the 
people whom we have seen of late. 

THURSDAY, ^OCTOBER 7- 

Captain M'Lean joined us this morning at break- 
fast. There came on a dreadful storm of wind and 
rain, which continued all day, and rather increased 
at night. The wind was directly against our get- 
ting to Mull. We were in a strange state of ab- 
straction from the world : we could neither hear 
from our friends, nor write to them. Col had 
brought Daille on the Fathers^ Lucas on Happiness, 
and More's Dialogues, from the Reverend Mr. 
McLean's, and Burnet's History of his own Times, 
from Captain M'Lean's ; and he had of his own 
some books of farming, and Gregory's Geometry, 
Dr. Johnson read a good deal of Burnet, and of 
Gregory, and I observed he made some geometrical 
notes in the end of his pocket-book. I read a little 
of Young's Six Weeks Tour through the Southern 
Counties ; and Ovid's Epistles, which I had bought 
at Inverness, and which helped to solace many a 
weary hour. 

We were to have gone with Dr. Johnson this 
morning to see the mine ; but were prevented by 
the storm. While it was raging, he said, " We 
may be glad we are not damnati ad metalla.^^ 

, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8. 

Dr. Johnson appeared to-day very weary of our 
present confined situation. He said, *' I want to be 
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on the main land, and go on with existence. This 
is a waste of life." 

I shall here insert, without regard to chronology, 
Some of his conversation at different times. 

** There was a man some time ago, who was well 
received for two years, among the gentlemen of 
Northamptonshire, by calling himself my brother. 
At last he grew so impudent as by his influence to 
get tenants turned out of their farms. Allen the 
Printer, who is of that county, came to me, asking, 
with much appearance of doubtfulness, if I had 
a brother; and upon being assured I had none 
alive, he. told me of the imposition, and imme- 
diately wrote to the country, and the fellow was 
dismissed. It pleased me to hear that so much wa5 
got by using my name. It is not every name that 
can carry double ; do both for a man's, self and his 
brother (laughing). I should be glad to see the 
fellow. However, I could have done nothing 
against him. A man can have no redress for his 
name being used, or ridiculous stories being told 
of him in the news-papers, except he can shew that 
he has suffered damage. — Some years ago a foolish 
piece was published, said to be written by S. John-- 
son.* Some of my friends wanted 'me to be very 
angry about this. I said, it would be in vain; 
for the answer would be, * S. Johnson may be Simon 
Johnson, or Simeon Johnson, or Solomon Johnson C 
and even if the full name, Samuel Johnson, had been 
used, it might be said ; f it is not you ; it is a much 
cleverer fellow.' 

" Beauclerk and I, and Langton, and Lady 
Sydney Beauclerk, mother to. our friend, were one 
day driving in a coach by Cuper's Gardens, which 
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were then unoccupied. I, in sport, proposed thafe 
Be^ucierk and Langton, and myself should take 
them ; and we amused ourselves with scheming how 
we should all do oUf parts. Lady Sydney grew 
angry^ and said, ^ an old man should not put such 
things in young people's heads.* She had no Qotion 
of a joke, sir ; had come late into life, and had a 
mighty unpliable understanding. 

" Cartes Life of the Duke of Ormond is considered 
as a book of authority ; but it is ill-written. Thef 
matter is diffused in too many words ; there is no 
animation, no compression, no vigour. Two good 
volumes in duodecimo might be made out of the two 
in folio.'* 

Talking of our confinement here, I observed, that 
our discontent and impatience * could not be consi* 
dered as very unreasonable; for that we were just 
in the state of which Seneca complains so grievously, 
while in exile in Corsica. " Yes, (said Dr. Johnson,) 
and he was not farther from home than we are." 
The truth is, he was much nearer. 

There was a good deal of rain to-day, and the 
wind was still contrary. Corneck attended me, 
while Tamused myself in examining a collection of 
papers belonging to the family of Col. The first laird 
was a younger son of the Chieftain McLean, and 
got the middle part of Col for his patrimony. Dr. 
Johnson having given a very particular account of 
the connection between this family and a branch of 
the family of Camerons, called M*Lonicb, I shall 
only insert the following document, (which I found 
in Col's cabinet,) as a proof of its continuance, even 
to a late period : 
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TO THE LAIRD OF COL. 

^' DEAR Sir, 

** 'The long-standing tract of firm afFecr- 
tionate friendship 'twixt your worthy predecessors 
and ours affords us ^uch assurance, as that we may 
have full relyance on your favour and undoubted 
friendship, in recommending the bearer, Ewen Ca- 
meron, our cousin, son to the deceast Dugall 
M^Gonnill of Innermaillie, sometime in Glenpean, 
to youf favour and conduct, who is a man of un- 
doubted honesty and discretion, only that he has the 
Tliisfortune of being alledged to have been accessory 
to. the killing of one of M*Martin's family about 
fourteen years ago, upon which alledgeance the 
M^Martins are now so sanguine on revenging, that 
they are fully resolved for the deprivation of his 
life ; to the preventing of which you are relyed on 
by us, as the only fit instrument, and a most capa- 
ble person. Therefore your favour and protection 
is expected and intreated, during his good "beha- 
viour; and failing of which behaviour, you'll 
please to use him as a most insignificant person 
deserves* 

** Sir, he had, upon the alTedgeance aforesaid, 
been transported, at Lochiel's desire, to France, to* 
gratify the M*Martins, and upon his return home, 
about five years ago, married ; But now he is so 
much threatened by the M*Martins, that he is not 
secure enough to stay where he is, being Ardmur- 
chan, which occasions this trouble to you. Wish- 
ing prosperity and happiness to attend still yourself^ 

X 
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worthy Lady, and good family, we are, in the most 
affectionate manner. Dear sir^ 

Your most obliged, 'affectionate, 

and most humble servants, 

D(79ALL CAifSRON, of Stronc. 
DuGALL Cambrok, of BaVT. 
DuGALL Cameron, of Inueriskvotdlline. 
Dug ALL Cameron, of Invinvalie. 

ttrone^ 11th March, 1737. 

Ewen Cameron was protected, and his son has 
now a farm from the Laird of Col, in Mull. 

The family of Col was very loyal in the time of 
the great Montrose, from whom^ I found two letters 
in his own hand-writing* The first is as follows. 

f^OR MT TERY LOVING FRZENB TRB LAIRD OP COALL. 



" SIR, 



'^ I must heartily thank you for all your 
willingness and good affection to his Majesty's ser- 
vice, and particularly the sending alongs of your 
son, to who I will heave ane particular respect, 
hopeing also that you will still continue ane goode 
instrument for the advanceing ther of the King's 
service, for which, and all your former loyal car- 
riages, be confident you shall find the efFects of his 
Ma s favour, as they can be witnessed you by 

Your very faithful friende, 

Strethearne, MoNTROSS. 

SO Jan ''.1640. 

The other is^ 



i 
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. f09 THB LAIBD OV fiOIt. 
*' SIR, 



Rating occasion to write to your fields, 
I cannot be forgetful of your willingness and good 
affection to his Majesty's service. I acknowledge 
to you, and thank you heartily for it, assuring, that . 
in what lies in my power, you shall find the good. 
Mean while, I shall expect that you will continue 
your loyal endeavours, in wishing those slack people 
that are about you, to appear more obedient than 
they do, and loyal in their prince's service ; where- 
by I assure you, you shall find me ever 

Youf faithful friend, 

,7ApS7',6«. MONXROSB*.*- 

I found some uncouth lines on the death of the 
present laird's father, intituled '* Nature's Elegy 
upon the Death of Donald Maclean of CpL'* They 
are not worth insertion. I shall only give what is 
called his Epitaph, which Dr. Johnson said, *^ was 
not so very bad.*' 

" Nature's minion, Virtue's wonder, 
" Art's corrective here lyes under." 

1 asked, what " Art's corrective'* meant. ^* Why 
sir, (said he,) that the laird was so exquisite, that he 
set art right, when she was wrong." 

I found several letters to the late Col, from my 
father's old companion at Parts, Sir Hector M'Lean, 
one of which was written at the time of settling the 

* It is observable that men of the first rank spelt very ill in the last 
centaiy. In the first of these letters I have preserved thjs origtnal 
spettiog. 

xa 
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colony in Georgia. It dissuades Gol from letting 
people go there, and assures him there will soon be 
an opportunity of employing them better at home* 
Hence it appears that emigration from the High- 
lands^ though not in such numbers at a time as of 
late, has always been practised. Dr. Johnson ob- 
served, that, *^ the Lairds, instead of improving 
their country, diminished their people.** 

There are several districts of sandy desart in Col. 
There are forty-eight lochs of fresh water; but ma- 
ny of them are very 8mall,-*-meer pools. About 
one half of ihem, however, have trout and eeL 
There is a great number of horses in the island, 
mostly of a small size. Being over-stocked, they 
sell some in Tir-yi, and on the main land. Their 
black cattle, which are - chiefly rough-haired, are 
reckoned remarkably good. The climate being very 
mild in winter, they never put their beasts into an^ 
house. The lakes are never frozen so as to bear a 
man ; and snow never lies above a few hours. They 
have a good many sheep, which they eat mostly 
themselves, and sell but a few. They have goats in 
several places. There are no foxes ; no serpents, 
toads, or frogs, nor any venomous creature. . They 
have otters and mice here; buthad^no rats till lately 
that an American vessel brought them. There is a 
rabbit-warren on the north-east of the island, be- 
longing to the Duke of Argyle. Young Col id- 
tends to get some hares, of which there are none at 
present. There are no black-cock, muir-fowl, nor 
partridges; but there are snipe, wild-duck, wild- 
geese, and swans, iii winter; wild-pidgeons, plover^ 
and great number of starlings ; of which I shot somp, 
and found them pretty good eating. Woodcocka^ 
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^ome hither, though there is not a tree upon the 
island. There are no rivers in Col ; but only some 
brooks, in which there is a great variety offish. In 
the whole isle there are but three hills, and none of 
them considerable for a Highland country. The 
people are very industrious. Every man can tan. 
They get oak, and birch-bark, and lime, from the 
main land. Some have pits ; bat they commonly 
use tubs. I saw brogues very well tanned ; and 
every man can make them. They all make candles 
of the tallow of their beasts, both moulded and dip^ 
ped ; and they all make oil of the livers of fish. 
The little fish called Cuddies produce a great deal. 
They sell some oil out of the island, and they use it 
much for light in their houses, in little iron lamps^ 
most of which they have from England ; but of late 
their own blacksmith makes them. He is a good 
workman ; but he has no employment in shoeing 
horses, for they all go unshod here, except some of 
a better kind belonging to young Col, which were 
now in Mull. There are two carpenters in Col ; 
but most of the inhabitants can do something as 
boat-carpenters. They can all dye. Heath is used 
for yellow; and for red, a moss which growls on 
stones. They make broad-cloth, and tartan, and 
Bnen, of their own wool and flax, sufficient for their 
orwn use; as also stockings. Their bonnets come 
from the main land. Hard-ware and several small 
articles are brought annually from Greenock, and sold 
in the only shop in the island, which is kept near the 
house, or rather hut, used for publick worship, there 
being no church in the island. — ^The inhabitants of 
Col have increased considerably within these thirty 
years, as appears from the parish registers. There 
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are but three considerable tacksmen on Col's part of 
the island ; the rest is let to small tenants, some of 
whom pay so low a rent as four, three, or even two 
guineas. The highest is seven pounds, paid by a 
farmer, whose son goes yearly on foot to Aberdeen 
for education, and in summer returns, and acts as 
a school-master in CoK Dr. Johnson said, ** There 
is something noble in a young man's walking two 
hundred miles and back again, every year, for the 
sake of learning." 

This day a nurpber of people came to Col, with 
Complaints of each others' trespasses. Corneck, to 
prevent their being troublesome, told them, that the 
bwyer from Edinburgh was^here, and if they did 
not agree, he would take them to task. They were 
alarmed at this ; said, they had never been used to 
^o to law, and hoped Col would settle matters him- 
jielf. — In the evening Corneck left us. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER p. 

As, in our present confinement, any thing th^t 
had even the name of curious was an object of at-, 
tention, I proposed that Col should shew me the 
great stone, mentioned in a former page, as having 
been thrown by a giant to the top of a mountain^ 
Pr. Johnson, who did not like to be left alone^ said 
he would accompany us as far as riding was practi* 
cable, , We ascended a part of the hill on horseback, 
and Col and I scrambled up the rest, A servant 
led our horses, and Dr. Johnson pkced himself on 
the ground, with his back against a large fragment 
of rock. The wind being high, he let down the 
cocks of his hat, and tied it with his handkerchief 
wnder his chin. While we were employed in exa-» 
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mining the stone, which did not repay our trouble 
in getting to it^ ]ie amused himself with reading Gaia^ 
ker on Lots and on the Christian fFatch, a very learned 
book; of the last age, which had been found in the 
garret of CoKs house, and which he said was a trea* 
sure here. When we descried him from above, he 
had a most eremitical appearance ; and on our re* 
turn told us, he had been so much engaged by Gata- 
Xer, that he had never missed us. His avidity for 
variety of books, while we were in Col, was fre*- 
quently expressed ; and he often complained that so 
few were within his reaqh. Upon which I observed 
to him, that it was strange he should complain of 
want of books^ when he could at any time make 
«uch good ones. 

We next proceeded to the lead mine. In our way 
we came to a strand of some extent, where we were 
glad to take a gallop, in which my learned frien4 
joined with great alacrity. Dr. Johnson, mounted . 
on a large bay mare without shoes, and followed by 
a foal, which had some difficulty in keeping up with 
him, was a singular spectacle. 

After examining the mine, we returned through 
a very uncouth district, full of sand hills ; dowa 
which, though apparent precipices, our horses carr 
ried us with safety, the sand always gently sliding 
away from their feet. Vestiges of houses were 
pointed out to us, which Col, and two others who 
had joined us, asserted had been overwhelmed with 
sand blbwn over them. But, on going close to on^ 
of them. Dr. Johnson shewed the absurdity of the 
notion, by remarking, that *^ it was evidently only a 
house abandoned, the stones of which had been takeu 
away for other purposes ; for the large stones^ which 
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form the lower part of the walls, were still standing 
higher than the sand. If they were not blown over, 
it was clear nothing higher than they could be blown 
over/* This was quite convincing td me ; but it 
made not the least impression on Col and the others, 
who were not to be argued out of a Highland tra- 
dition. 

We did not sit down to dinner till between six 
and seven* We lived plentifully here, and had a 
true welcome. In such a season good firing was of 
no small importance. The peats were excellent, 
and burned cheerfully. Those at Dunvegan, which 
were damp, Dr. Johnson called ** a sullen fuel."*-— 
Here a Scottish phrase was singularly applied to 
him. One^ of the company having remarked that 
he had gone out on a stormy evening, and brought 
in a supply of peats from the stack, old Mr* 
M*Sweyn said, *^ that was main honest 1" 

Blenheim being occasionally mentioned, he told 
me he had never seen it x he had not gone formerly ; 
and he would not go now, just as a common specta- 
tor, for his money : he would not put it in the power 
of some man about the Duke of Marlborough 
to say, ^Johnson was here; I knew him, but I took 
no noticed him.* He said, be should be very glad 
to see it, if properly invited, which in all probability 
would never be the case, as it was not worth bis 
while to seek for it.-. — I observed, that he might be 
easily introduced there by a common friend of ours, 
nearly related to the duke. He answered, with ah 
uncommon attention to delicacy of feeling, *' I doubt 
whether our friend be on such a footing with the 
dqke gs to carry any body there ; and I vio\x\A not. 
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give him the uneasiness of seeing that I knew he was^ 
not, or even of being himself reminded of it/* 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10. 

There was this • day the most terrible storm of 
wind and rain that I ever remember. It made sucli 
an awful impression on us all, as to produce, for 
some time, a kind of dismal quietness in the house« 
The day was passed without much conversation: 
only, upon my observing that there must be some* 
thing bad in a man's mind, who doe^ not like to 
give leases to his tenants, but wishes to keep them 
in a perpetual wretched dependance on his will, Dr« 
.Johnson said, " You are right : it is a man's duty 
to extend comfort and security among as many peo- 
ple as he can. He should not wish to have his te- 
nants mere JEpAemer^,— -mere beings of an hour/* 
•^BoswELL.* " But, sir, if they have leases, is there 
not some danger that they may grow insolent ? I 
remember you yourself once told me, an English 
tenant was so independent, that^ if provoked, he 
would throw his rent at his landlord." — Johnson. 
u Depend upon it, sir, it is the landlord's own fault;^ 
if it is thrown at him. A man may always keep 
his tenants in dependence enough, though they have 
leases. He must be a good tenant indeed, who will 
not fall behind in his rent, if his landlord will let 
liim; and if he does fall behind, his landlord has 
him iat his mercy. Indeed, the poor man is always 
much at the mercy of the rich; no matter whether 
landlord or tenant. If the tenant lets his landlord 
have a little rent before-hand, or has lent him mo- 
ney,^ then the landlord is in his powen There can- 
pot be a greater man than a tenant who has lent 
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money to his landlord ; for he has under objection 
the very man to whom he should be sut^ected.** 

MONDAY, OCTOBEB 11. 

We had some days ago engaged the Campbell* 
town vessel to carry us to Mull, from the harbour 
where she lay. The morning was fine, and the wind 
fair and moderate ; so we hoped at length to get 
away. 

Mrs. M^Sweyn, who ofBciated as our landlady 
here, had never been on the main land. On hear* 
ing this. Dr. Johnson said to me, before her, *^ That 
is rather being behind-hand with life. I would at 
least go and see Glenelg.*' — Boswell. ** You yourself, 
sir, have^ never seen, till now, any thing but your 
native island. — Johnson. " But, sir, by seeing Lon^ 
don, 1 have seen as much of life as the world can 
shew." — Boswell. *^ You have not seen Pekin.**— • 
Johnson. "What is Pekin ? Ten thousand Lon- 
doners would drive all the people of Pekin : they 
would drive them like deer.** 

We set out about eleven for the harbour ; but, 
before we reached it, so violent a storm came on, 
that we were obliged again to take shelter in the 
house of Captain M^Lean^ where we dined, aD4 
passed the night. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBEK 12. 

After breakfast, we made a second attempt to 
get to the harbour ; but another &torm soon con*' 
vinced us that it would be in vain. Captain M^Lean*6 
house being in some confusion, on account of !Mrs. 
McLean being expected to lie-in, we resolved to go 
to Mr, M'Sweyn's, where we arrived very wet, &«% 

4 
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tigued^ and hungry. In this situation, we were 
somewhat disconcerted by being told that we should 
have no dinner till late in the evening, but should 
have tea in the mean time. Dr. Johnson opposed 
this arrangement ; but they persisted, and he took 
the tea very readily. He said to me afterwards, 
*^ You must consider, sir, a dinner here is a mattclp 
of great consequence. It is a thing to be first 
planned, and then executed. I suppose the mutton 
was brought some miles off, from some place where 
they knew there was a sheep killed.** 

Talking of the good people with whom we were, 
he said, " Life has not got at all forward by a ge-^ 
lieration in M'Sweyn*s family ; for the son is exactly 
formed upon the father. What the father says, 
the son says ; and what the father looks, the son 
looks.'* 

There being little conversation to-night, I must- 
endeavour to recollect what I may have omitted on 
former occasions. — When I boasted, at Rasay, of 
my independency of spirit, and that I could not be 
bribed, he said, ** Yes, you may be bribed by flat- 
tery.** At the Reverend Mr. McLean's, Dr. 

Johnson asked him, if the people of Col had any 
superstitions. He said, " No.'* The cutting peatg 
at the increase of the moon was mentioned as one ; 
but he would not allow it, saying, it was not a su- 
perstition, but a whim. Dr. Johnson would not 
admit the distinction. There were many supersti-^ 
tions, he maintained, not connected with religion ; 
and this was one of them. ■ On Monday we had 
a dispute at the Captain's, whether sand-hills could 
be fixed down by art. Dr. Johnson said, " How 
the devil can you do it ?'* but instantly corrected 
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himself^ ** How can you do it ?" ^I never before 

beard him use a phrase of that nature. 

He ba9 particularities which it is impossible to 
explain. He never wears a night-cap, as I have 
akeady mentioned ; but he puts a handkerphief on 
his head in the night. — ^The day that we left Ta- 
lisker, he bade us ride on% He then turned the 
bead of his horse backTtowards Talisker^ stopped for 
some time ; then wheeled round to the same direction 
with ours^ and then came briskly after us. He sets 
open a window in the coldest day or night, and stands 
before it. It may do with his constitution ; but 
most people, amongst whom I am one^ would say, 
with the frogs in the fable, " This may be sport to 
jou ; but it is death to us/* — It is in vain to try to 
find a meaning in every one of his particularities, 
which, I suppose, are, mere habits, contracted by 
<^ance; of which every man has some that are more 
or less remarkable. His speaking to himself, or 
father repeating, is a common habit with studious 
men accustomed to deep thinking; and, in conse* 
qoence of their being thus rapt, they will even laugh 
by themselves, if the subject which they are musing 
on is a merry one. Dr. Johnson is often uttering 
pious ejaculations, when he appears to be talking to 
himself; for sometimes his voice grows stronger, 
and parts of the Lord*s Prayer are heard. I have sat 
beside him with more than ordinary reverence on such 
occasions *. 

In our Tour, I observed that he was disgusted 
whenever he met with coarse manners. He said to 

* It is remarkable, that Or. Johnson should have read this ac- 
eount of some of his own peculiar habits, without saying any thin^ 
tn the subject> wluch I hoped he would have done. 
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ine^ ^* I knovr not how it is, but I cannot bear low 
life : and I find others^ who have as good a right as 
I to be fastidious, bear it better, by having mixed 
more with different sorts of men. You would think 
that I have mixed pretty well too.** 

He read this day a good deal of my Journal, 
written ' in a small book with which he had supplied 
nie^ and was pleased^ for he said. ** I wish thy books 
were twice as big.** He helped me to fill up blanks 
which I had left in first writing it, when I was not 
quite sure of what he had said^ and he corrected any 
mistakes that I had made. ^^ They call me a scholar, 
(said he,) and yet how very little literature is there 
in my conversation." — BosweLl. "That, sir, must 
be according to your company. You would not 
give literature to those who cannot taste it. Stay 
till we meet Lord Eiibank.'* 

We had at last a good dinner, or rather supper, 
and were very well satisfied with our entertain- 
ment. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13« ^ 

Col called^ me up, with intelligence that it was a 
good day for a passage to Mull ; and just as we 
rose, a sailor from the vessel arrived for us^ We 
got all ready with dispatch. Dr. Johnson was dis- 
pleased at my bustling, and walking quickly up and 
down. He said, ^' It does not hasten us ^ bit. It 
is getting on horseback in a ship. All boys do it ? 
and you are longer a boy than others.** He himself 
has no alertness, or whatever it may be called ; $o 
he may dislike it, as Oderunt hilarem tristes. 

Before we reached the harbour, the wind grew 
high again. However^ the small boat was waiting 
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and t5ok us on board. We remained for some time 
in uncertainty what to do : at last it w^s determined^ 
that, as a good part of the day was over, and it was 
dangerous to be at sea at night, in such a vessel, 
and such weather, we should not sail till the mom* 
ing tide, when the wind would probably be more 
gentle. We resolved not to go ashore again, but 
lie here in readiness. Dr. Johnson and I had each a 
bed in the cabin. &>1 sat at the fire in the fore- 
castle, with the captain, and Joseph, and the rest. 
I eat some dry oatmeal, of which I found a barrel la 
the cabin. I had not done this since I was a boy. 
Dr. Johnson owned that he too wa$ fond of it when 
a boy ; a circumstance which I was highly pleased to 
hear from him, as it gave me an opportunity of 
observing that, notwithstanding his joke on the arti- 
cle of OATS, he was himself a proof that this kind 
vfjbod was not peculiar to the people of Scotland. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14. 

When Dr. Johnson awaked this morning, he 
called, ' " Lankj/ /" having, I suppose, been thinking 
•of Langton ; but corrected himself instantly, and 
cfied, *' Bozzy f* He has a way of contracting the 
Tiames of his friends. Goldsmith feels himself ao 
important now, as to be displeased at it. I remember 
one day, when Tom Davies was telling that Dr. 
Johnson said, ^^ We are all in labour for a name to 
Goldys play,'* Goldsmith cried, " I have often de- 
sired him not to call me Goldy.^* ' 

Between %\% and seven we hauled our anchor, and 
set sail with a fair breeze; and, after a pleasaot 
voyage, we got safely ^nd agreeably into the har- 
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bour of Tohermorie, IpeFore the wind rose, which it 
lilways has done, for some days, about noon. 

Tohermorie is an excellent harbour. An island 
lies before it, and it is surrounded by a hilly theatre. 
The island is too low, otherwise this would be <)uite 
a secure port ; but, the island not being a sufficient 
protection, some storms blow very hard here. Not 
long ago, fifteen vessels were blown from their 
moorings. There are sometimes sixty or seventf 
6«ii here: to-day there were twelve or fourteen 
vessels. To see such a fleet was the next thing to 
fieeing a town. The vessels were from different 
|ilaces; Clyde, Campbelltown, Newcastle, fcc 
.One was rfeturning to Lancaster from Hamburgh- 
After having been shut up so long in Col, the sight 
of such an assemblage of moving habitations, con*- 
taining such a variety of people, engaged in difie* 
rent pursuits, gave me much gaiety of spirit. Whea 
we had landed. Dr. Johnson said, ^< Boswell is now 
all alive. He is like Antaeus ; he gets new vigour 
whenever be touches the ground." — I went to the 
top of a hill fronting the harbour, from whence I 
had a good view of it. We had here a tolerable inn. 
•Dr. Johnson had owned to me this morning, that he 
'Was out of humour. Indeed, he shewed it a good 
-deal in the ship ; for when I was expressing rtiy joy 
on the prospect of our landing in Mull, he said, h^ 
-had no joy, when he recollected that it would be five 
•days before he should get to the main land. I was 
*afraid he would now take a sudden resolution to give 
-^p seeing Icolmkill. A dish of tea, and some good 
-bread and butter, did him service, and his bad hu* 
xnour went bfF. I told him, that I was diverted to 
hear all the people whom he had visited in our Tour, 
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say, **^ Honest man I he's pleased with every thing i 
he^s always content ?'* — '* Little do they know/* said 
li. He laughed, and said, ** You rogue T* 

We sent to hire horses to carry us across the 
island of. Mull to the shore opposite to Inchkenneth,, 
the residence of Sir Allan McLean, uncle to young 
Col, and Chief of the McLeans, to whose house we 
intended to go the next day. Our friend Col went to 
Tisit his aunt, the wife of Dr. AlexanderM^Lean, it 
physician, who lives about a mile from Tobermorie» 

Dr. Johnson and I sat by ourselves at the inn, 
and talked a good deal— I told him, that I had 
foand, in Leandro Alberti*s Description of Italy, 
jDuch of what Addison has given us in his Remarks *. 
He said, •* The collection of passages from the 
Classicks has be.n made by another Italian : it is, 
howevei*, impossible to detect a man as a plagiary 
in such a case, because all who set about making 
such a collection must find the same passages ; but, 
if you find the same applications in another book, 
then Addison's learning in his Remarks tumbles 
down. It is a tedious book; and, if it were not 
attached to Addlson*s previous reputation, one 
would not think much of it. Had be written 
nothing else, his name would not have lived. Addi- 
son does not seem to have gone deep in Italian lite* 
rature : he shews nothing of it in his subsequent 
writings. He shews a great deal of French learn- 
ing. — ^There is, perhaps, more knowledge circu- 
lated in the French language than in any other* 
There is more original knowledge in English."— 
*' But the French (said I) have the art of accom- 
modating literature.'*^— JoHNSoirl " Yes, sir; wc 

* [See the Life of JohnsQa^ vol. ii. p. S58, <th edit.} 
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have no such book as Moreri^s Dictionary."—^ 
" BoswELi.. *^ Their Ana are good/*-— Johnson. *^ A 
few of them are good ; but we haVe one book of 
that kind better than any of them ; Selden's Table- 
talk. As to original literature, the French have a 
couple of tragick poets who go round th^ world, 
Racine and Corneille, and one comick poet. Mo- 
liere.-^BoswiRhh. " They have FenelonJ** — Johnson. 
" Why, sir, Telemachus is pretty well.'* — Boswell. 
" And Foltaire, sir." — Johnson. ^' He has not stood 
his trial yet. And what makes Voltaire chiefly cir- 
culate is collection ; such as his Universal History. ^^ 
—Boswell. " What do you say to the Bishop of 
Meaux .^"—Johnson. *^ Sir, nobody reads him *.** 
— rHe would not allow Massillon and Baurdaloue to 
go round the worlxl. In general, however, he gave 
the French much praise for their industry. 

He asked me whether he had mentioned, in any 
of the papers of the Rambler ^ the description in 
Virgil of the entrance into Hell, with an application 
to the press ; " for (said he) I do not much re- 
member tbera.'* I told him, "No." Upon which 
he repeated it : 

Vestibulum ante ipsutti^ prutiigque in faucibufi orcii 
Luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae ; 
Pallentesque habitant Morbi, tristisque Senectas, 
* Et metus, et ninlesuada Fames, et turpis Egestas^ 
Terribiles visu formae 5 Lethumque, Laborque f . 

* I take leave to enter my strongest protest against this judgement, 
Boasuet 1 hold to be one of the first luminaries of religion apd literature. 
If there are who do not read him, it is full time thev should begin. 

'I* Just in the gate, and in the jaws of hell. 
Revengeful cares, and sullen sorrows dwell ; 
And pale diseases, and repining age ; 
Want, fear, and famine's unresisted rage ; 
Here toils and death, and death's half-brother, sleep, 
JRorms terrible to view, their sentry keep. Drtdek. 

Y 
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^^ Now, (said he) almost all these apply exactly to 
an authour; all these are the concomitaots of a 
printing-house/' I proposed to him to dictate an 
essay on it, and offered to write it. He said^ h6 
would not do it then, but perhaps would write one 
at some future period. « 

The Sunday evening that we sat by ourselves at 
Aberdeen, I asked htm several particulars of his 
life, from his early years, which he readily told me ; 
and I wrote them down before him. This day I pro- 
ceeded in my inquiries, also writing them in his pre- 
sence. I have them on detached sheets. I shall 
collect authentick materials for Thb Life of Samuel 
JoHKSON, LL. D.; and, if I survive him, I shall 
be one who will most faithfully do honour to his 
memory. I have now a vast treasure of his conver- 
sation, at different times, since the year 1762, when 
I first obtained bis acquaintance ; and, by assiduous 
inquiry, I can make up for not knowing him 
sooner *. 

A Newcastle ship-master, who happened to be 
in the house^ intruded himself upon us. He was 
much in liquor, and talked nonsense about his be- 
ing a man for Wilkes and Liberty y and against the 
ministry. Dr. Johnson was angry, that " a fellow 
should come into our company, who was fit for no 
company.*' He left us soon. 

Col returned from his aunt, and told us^ she in- 
sisted that we should come to her house that night. 
He introduced to us Mr. Campbell, the Duke of 

« • 

* It is no small satisfaction to me to reflect^ that Dr. Johnson read 
thlsy and, after being apprized of my intention, commanic^ed to 
me, at snbseqaent periods, many particulars of his life, whkdi 
baUy P!»aUl not otherwise have beea preservod 
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Argyle's factor in Tyr-yi. He was a genteel, agree- 
able man. He fras going to Inverary, and pro- 
mised to put letters into the post-office for us. I 
now found that Dr. Johnson's desire to get on the 
main land, arose from his anxiety to have an oppor- 
tunity of conveying letters to his friends. 

After dinner, we proceeded to Dr. M'Lean*s, 
which was about a mile from out inn. He was 
not at home, but we were received by his lady and 
daughter, who entertained us so well, that Dr. John- 
son seemed quite happy. When we had supped, 
he asked me to give him some paper to write letters. 
I begged he would write short ones, and not expa^ 
Hate, as we ought to set off early. He was irritated 
by this, and said, ** What must be done ; must be 
done : the thing is past a joke." — " Nay, sir, (said 
I,) write as much as you please ; but do not blatne 
me, if we are kept six days before we get to the 
main land. You were very impatient in the morn- 
ing: but no sooner do you find yourself in good 
quarters, than you forget that you are to move." 
1 got him paper enough, and we parted in good 
humour. 

Let me now recollect whatever particulars I have 
omitted. — In the morning I said to him, before we 
landed at Tobermorie, " We shall see Dr. M'Lean, 
who has written the History of the M'Leans.*' — 
Johnson. " I have no great patience to stay to hear 
the history of the M'Leans. I would rather hear 
the History of the Th rales."— When on Mull, I 
said, ^'Well, sir, this is the fourth of the Hebrides 
that we have been upon.*' — Johnson. " Nay^ we 
cannot boast of the number we have seen. We 
thought we should see many more. We thought of 

y2 
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sailing about easily from island to island ; and so we 
should, had we come at a better season ; but we^ 
being wise men, thought it would be summer all 
the year where we were. . However, sir, we have 
seen enough to give us a pretty good notion of the 

system of insular life." 

Let me not forget, that he sometimes amused 
himaelf with very slight reading ; from which, how- 
ever, his conversation shewed that he contrived to 
extract some benefit. At Captain M^Lean*s he read 
a good deal in The Charmer, a collection of songs. 

FBIDAY, OCT0fi]^R 15. 

We this morning found that we could not pro- 
ceed, there being a violent storm of wind and rain, 
and the rivers being impassable. When I expressed 
my discontent at our confinement, Dr. Johnson said, 
" Now that I have had an opportunity of writing 
to the main land, I am in no such haste." I was 
amused with his being so easily satisfied ; for the 
truth was, that the gentleman who was to convey 
our letters, as I was now informed, was not to set 
out for Inverary for ^ome time ; so that it was pro- 
bable we should be there as soon as he: however, 
I did not undeceive my friend, but suffered him to 
enjoy his fancy. 

Dr. Johnson asked, in the evening, to see Dr* 
M'Lean's books. He took down Willis de Ardma 
Brutorurriy and pored over it a good deal. 

Miss M*Lean produced some Erse poems by John 
McLean, who was a famous bard in Mull, and had 
died only a few years ago. He could neither read 
nor write. She read and translated two of them ; 
one, a kind of elegy on Sir John McLean's bein^ 
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obliged to fly his country in 1715 ; another^ a dia- 
logue between two Roman Catholick young ladies, 
sisters^ whether it was better to be a nun or to mar- 
ry. I could not perceive much poetical imagery in 
the translation. Yet alt of our company who imder* 
stood Erse, seemed charmed with the original.— 
There may, perhaps, be some choice of expression, 
and some excellence of arrangement, that cannot be 
shewn in translation. 

After we had exhausted the Erse poems, of which 
Dr. Johnson said nothing, Miss McLean gave us se- 
veral tunes on a spinnet, which, though mad^ so long 
ago, as in l667j was still very well toned. She 
sung along with it. Dr. Johnson seemed pleased with 
the musick, though he owns he neither likes it, nor 
has hardly any perception of it. At Mr. M*Pher- 
son's, in Slate, he told us, that " he knew a drum 
from a trumpet, and a bagpipe from a guittar, 
which was about the extent of his knowledge of mu- 
sick." — ^To-nighl he said, that, " if he had leapnt 
musick, he should have been afraid he would have 
done nothing else but play. It was a method of 
employing .the mind without the labour of think- 
ing at all, and with some applause from a man*s 
self." 

We had the*musick of the bagpipe every day, at 
Armidale, Dunvegan, and Col. Dr. Johnson ap- . 
peared fond of it, and used often to stand for some 
time with his ear close to the great drone. 

The penurious gentleman of our acquaintance^ 
formerly alluded to, afforded us a topick of conver- 
sation to-night. Dr, Johnson said, I ought to write 
down a collection of the instances of his narrowness, 
as they almost exceeded belief. Col iold us^ that 
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O^Kane, the famous Irish harper, was once at that 
gentleinan*s house. He could not find in his heart 
to give him any money, but gave htm a key 
for a harp, which was 6nely oriramented with gold 
tind ailver^ and with a precious stone, and was worth 
eighty or a hundred guineas. He did not know the 
value of it; and when he came to know it, he would 
fain have had it back ; but O^Kane took care that 
he should not. — Johnson. " They exaggerate the 
value ; every body is fo desirous that he should be 
fleeced. I am very willing it should be worth eighty 
or a hundred guineas; but I do not believe it.***-^ 
BoswELL. *^ I do not think O'Kane was obliged to 
give it back. "--JoHNSoNr. •* No, sir. If a man with 
his eyes ope!n, and without ai^y means used to de* 
ceive him, gives me a thing, I am not to let him 
have it again when he grows wiser. I like to see how 
avarice defeats itself : how, when avoiding to part 
with money, the miser gives something more valua- 
ble."«— *Col said, the gentleman's. relations were angry 
at his giving away the harp-key, for it had been long 
in the family. — Johnson. " Sir, he values a new 
guinea more than an old friend." 

Col also told us, that the same person having 
come up with a Serjeant and twenty men, working 
On the high roald, he entered into discourse with the 
Serjeant, and then gave him sixpence for the men 
to drink. The seijeant asked, *^Who is this fel- 
low ?'* Upon being informed, he said, " If I had 
known who he was, I should have thrown it in his 
face.**-^JoH»soN. ** There is much want of sense in 
all this. He had no business to speak with the ser«^ 
jeant. He might have been in haste, and trotted on. 
fie has not learnt to be a miser : I believe we must 

6 
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jtak^ him apprentice. — Bpswsi«L. ^^ He would grudgie 
giving half a guinea to be taught.*'— JoHM:soif. 
^^ Nay^ sir, you must teach him gratis. You must 
give him an opportunity to practise your precepts.** 
" het me now go badc^ and glean Johnswiana.*^ 
The Saturdays before we sailed from Slate, I sat 
awhile in the afternoon, with Dr. Johnson in his 
room, in a quiet serious frame. I observed, that 
hardly any man was accurately prepared for dying; but 
almost every one left something undone, something 
in confusion ; that my father, indeed, told me he 
knew one man, (Carlisle of Limekilns,) after whose 
death ^11 his papers were found in exact order ; and 
nothing was omitted in his will. — Johnsok* ** Sir> I 
had an uncle who died so ; but such attention re« 
quires great leisure, and great firmness of mind. 
If one was to think constantly of death, the business 
of life would stand still. I am no friend to making 
religion appear too hard. Many good people have 
done harm by giving severe notions of it. In the 
same way, as to learning : I never frighten young 
people with difficulties ; x>n the contrary, I tell them 
that they may very easily get as much as will do very 
well. I do not indeed tell them that they will be 
Bemleys'^ 

The night we rode to Qors house, I said, '^ Lord 
Elibank is probably wondering what has become of 
us.'*— nJoHNSON. " No, no ; he is not thinking of us.*' 
— BoswELL. '^ But recollect the warmth with which 
he wrote. Are we not to believe a man, when he 
says he has a great desire to see another ? Don*t yoU 
believe that I was very impatient for your coming to 
Scotland ?**— Johnson. ** Yes, sir ; I believe you 
were ; and I was impatient to come to you. A young 
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man feels so, but seldom an old man/* I however 
convinced him that Lord Elibank, who has much of 
the spirit of a young man/might feel so. — ^He asked 
me if our jaunt had answered expectation. I said 
it had much exceeded it. I expected much difficulty 
with him^ and had not found it. '' And (he added) 
wherever we have come, we have been received like 
princes in their progress.** "^ 

He said, he would not wish not to be disgusted in 
the Highlands ; for that would be to lose the 
power of distinguishing, and a man might then lie 
down in the middle of them. He wished only to 
conceal his disgust. 

At Captain McLean's, I mentioned Pope's iriend, 
Spence.—- Johnson. '^ He was a w^ak conceited 
man *.**— Boswell. *^ A good scholar, sir ?*'— John- 
son. ^^ Why, no, sir.'* — Boswell. '^ He was a pretty 
scholar."^ — Johnson. " You have about reached 
him.'* . 

Last night at the inn, when the factor in Tyr-yi 
spoke of his having heard that a roof was put on 
giome part of the building at Icolmkill, I unluckily 
said, •^ It will be fortunate if we find a cathedral 
with a roof on it.'* I said this from a foolish anxiety 
to engage Dr. Johnson's curiosijty more. He took 
me short at once. ** What, sir ? how can you talk 
so ? If we shall \ftnd a cathedral roofed ! as if we 
were going to a terra incognita ; when every thing 

* Mr. I^ngton thinks this mudt have been the hasty expressiQD of 
a splenetick moment^ as he has heard Dr. Johnson speak of Mr. 
Spencers judgment in criticism with so high a degree of respect, as 
to shew that this was not his settled opinion of him. Let me add that, 
ip the preface to the Preceptor, he recommends Spence*s jE«sa^ on P^pe*^ 
Odyssey^ and that his admirable I^ives of the English Poets are mucl^ 
f uriched by 6pencc*s Anecdptes of Pope. / 
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that is at Icolmkill is so well known. You are 
like some New-England-men who came to the mouth 
of the Thanes. ^ Come, (said they,) let us go up 
and see what sort of inhabitants there are here.* 
They talked, sir, as if they had been to go up the 
Susqaehannah^ or any other American river.*' 

SATURDAY, OCTOBBH I6. ^ ' 

This day there was a new moon, and the weather 
changed for the better. Dr. Johnson said of Miss 
McLean, ^^ She is the most accomplished lady that 
I have fonnd in the Highlands. She knows French^ 
fliusick^ and drawing, sews neatly, makes shell- 
work, and can milk cows ; in short, she can do 
every thing. She talks sensibly, and is the first per- 
son whom I have founds that can translate £rs^ 
poetry literally.'* — ^We set out, mounted on little 
Mull horses. Mull corresponded exactly with the 
idea which I had always had of it ; a hilly country, 
diversified with heath and grass, and many rivulets. 
Dr. Johnson was not in a very good humour. He 
said, it was a dreary country, much worse than Sky. 
I differed from him, ** O, sir, (said he,) a most do- 
lorous country !'* 

We had a very hard >journey to-day. : I had no 
bridle for my sheltie, but only a halter ; and Joseph 
rode without a saddle. At one place, a^ loch having 
swelled over the road, we were obliged to plunge 
through pretty deep water. Dr. Johnson observed, 
how helpless a man would be, were he travelling 
here alone, and should meet with any accident ; and 
said, ** he longed to get to a country of saddles and 
bridles.'^ He was more out of humour to-day, than 
he has been in the course of our Tour, being fretted 
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to find that his little horse could scarcely support 
his weight ;-^-and having suffered a Ipss, which, 
though small in itself^ was of some consequeiioe to 
hini| while travelling the rugged steeps of MuU, 
where he was at times obliged to walk* The loss 
that I allude to was that of the' Is^rge oak-stick> 
which, as I foriderly mentioned, he had brought 
with him from London. It was of great use to him 
in our wild peregrination ; for, ev^r since his last 
illness in 17 66, he ha^ bs^d a weakness in his knees, 
md bds not been able to walk easily. It had too 
the* properties of a measurei ; for one nail was driven 
into it at the length of a foot ; another at that of a 
yard* In return for the services it had done him, 
he said, this morning he would make a present of it 
to some Museum ; but he little thought he was so 
«oon to lose it* As lie preferred riding with a switch, 
it was entrusted to a fellow to be delivered to our 
hi^g^ge'^man, who followed us at some distance ; 
hut we never saw it more* 1 could not persuade him 
^ut of a suspicion that it had been stolen. ** No, 
nOy my friend, (said be,) it is not to b^ ejipected 
that any man in Mull, who has got it^ will part 
with it. Consider, sir, the value of such apiece of 
imber here !" 

As we travelled this mornings we met Dr. 
McLean, who expressed much regret at his having 
been so unfortunate as to be absent while we were 
at his house. 

We were in hopes to get to Sir Allan Moclean*s 
at Inchkenneth, to-night ; but the eight miles, of 
whioh our road was said to consist, were so very long, 
that we did not reach the opposite coast of MuU 
till seven at night, though we had set out about eleven 
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in the forenoon ; and when we did arrive there, we 
found the wind strong against us. Col determined 
that we should pass the night at M'Qiiarrie*s^ in the 
island of Ulva, which lies between Mull and Inch- 
kenneth ; and a servant was sent forward to the 
ferry, to secure the boat for us : but the boat was 
gone to the Ulva side, and the wind was so high 
that the people could not hear him call ; and the 
aigfat so dark that they could not see a signal. We 
should have been in a very bad situation, had there 
not fortunately been lying in the little sound of Ulva 
an Irish vessel, the Bonnetta, of Londonderry, 
Captain M^Lure^ master. He himself was at 
M^Quairie's ; but his men obligingly came with 
their long-boat, and ferried us over. 

M*Quarrie's house was mean ; but we were agree<r 
ably surprized with the appearance of the master, 
whom we found to be intellig^ent, polite, and much 
a man of the world. Though his clan is not nu^ 
merous, he is a very ancient Chief, and has a burial 
place at Icolmkill. He told us, his family had pos-^ 
sessed Ulva for nine hundred years ; but I was dis» 
tressed to hear that it was soon to be sold for 
payment of his debts. 

Captain M^Lure, whom we found here, was of 
Scotch extraction, and properly a M^Leod, being 
descended of some of the M*Leod*s who went with 
Sir Normand of Bernera to the battle of Worcester ; 
and after the defeat of the royalists, fled to Ireland, 
and, to conceal themselves, took a different name* 
He told me, there was a great number of them 
about Londonderry ; some of good property. I said, 
they should now resume their real name. The Laird 
of M*Leod should go over, and assemble them, and 
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make them all drink the large horn full, and from 
that time they should be M*Leods. — The captain 
infoi-med us, he had named his ship the Bonnetta, 
out of gratitude to Providence ; for once, when he 
was sailing to America with a good number of pas- 
sengers, the ship in which he then sailed was be- 
calmed for five weeks, and during all that time, 
numbers of the fish Bonnetta swam close to her, and 
were caught for food; he resolved therefore, that 
the ship he should next get, should he called the 
Bonnetta. 

M^Quarrie told lis a strong instance of the second 
sight. He ^ad gone to Edinburgh, and taken a 
man-servant along with him. An old woman, who 
was in the house, said one day, " M*Quarrie will be 
at home to-morrow, and will bring two gentlemen 
with him ;" and she said, she saw his servant return 
in red and green. He did come home next day. He 
had two gentlemen with him ; and his servant had 
a new red and green livery, which M^Quarrie had 
bought for him at Edinburgh, upon a sudden 
thought, not having the least intention when he left 
home to put his servant in livery ; so that the old 
woman could not have heard any previous mention 
of it. This, he assured us, was a true story. 

M'Quarrie insisted that the Mercheta Mulierum, 
mentioned in our old charters, did really mean the 
privilege which a lord of a manor, or a baron, had, 
to have the first night of all his vassaFs wives. Dr. 
Johnson said, the belief of such a custom having ex- 
isted was also held in England, where there is a 
tenure called Borough English^ by which the eldest 
child does not inherit, from a doubt of his being the 
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• sonof the tenant*. M^Quarrie told us, that still, 
on the marriage of each of his tenants, a sheep is 
due to him ; for which the composition is fixed at 
five shillings. I suppose, Ulva is the only place 
where this custom remains. 

Talking of the sale of an estate of an ancient fa« 
mily, which was said to have befen purchased much 
under its value by the confidential lawyer of that fa- 
mily, and it being mentioned that the sale would 
probably be set aside by a suit in equity, Dr. Johnson , 
said, *^ I am very willing that this sale should be 
set aside, but I doubt much whether the suit will 
be successful ; for the argument for avoiding the 
sale is founded on vague and indeterminate princi- 
ples,— as that the price was too low, and that there 
was a great degree of confidence placed by the seller 
in the person who became the purchaser. Now, 
how low should a price be ? or what degree of con- 
fidence should there be to make a bargain be set^ 
aside? a bargain, which is a wager of skill between 
man and^ man* — If, indeed, any fraud can be prov- 
ed, that will do.** 

When Dr. Johnson and I were by ourselves at 
night, I observed of our host, ** aspecturh generosum 
habet ;" — " et generosum animum^^ he added. — For 
fear of being overheard in the small Highland houses, 
I often talked Xo him in such Latin as I could speak, 
and with as much of the English accent as I could 
assume, so as not to be understood, in case our con^ 
versation should be too loud for the space. 

, * Sir William Blackstone says in his Commbktaries, that " he 
caHaot find that ever this custom prevailed in England ;*' and ihere* 
fore he is of opinion that it could not have given rise to Borough' 
English. 
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We had each an elegant bed in the same room ; 
and here it was that a circumstance occurred, as to 
which he has been strangely misunderstood. From 
his description of his Chamber, it has erroneously 
beien supposed, that his bed being too short for him, 
his feet during the night were in the mire ; where- 
as he hais only said, that when he undressed, he felt 
his feet in the mire : that is, the clay-floor of the 
room, on which he stood before he went into 
bed^ was wet, in consequence of the windows being 
broken, which let in the rain. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER I/. 

Being informed that there was nothing worthy of 
observation in Ulva, we; took boat, and proceeded 
to Inchkenneth, where we were introduced by our 
friend Col to Sir Allan M'Lean, the Chief of his 
clan, and two young ladies, his daughters. Inch- 
Jcenneth is a pretty little island, a mile long, and 
about half a mile broad, all good land. 

As we walked up from the shore, Dr. Johnson*s 
heart was cheered by the sight of a road marked 
with cart-wheels, as on the main land; a thing 
which we had not seen for a long time. It gave us 
a pleasure similar to that which a traveller feels, 
when, whilst wandering on what he fears is a desert 
island, he perceives the print of human feet. 
. Military men acquire excellent habits of having 
all conveniencies about them. Sir Allan McLean, 
who had been long in the army, and had now a lease 
of the island, had formed a commodious habitation, 
though it consisted but b( a few small buildings, 
only one story high. He had, in his little apart- 
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inents, more things than I could enumerate in a 
page or two. 

Among other agreeable circumstances, it was not 
the least, to find here a parcel of the Caledonian 
Mercury i published since we left Edinburgh ; which 
I read with that pleasure which every man feels who 
has been for some time secluded from the animated 
Scenes of the busy world. 

Dr. Johnson found books here. He bade me 
buy Bishop Gastrell's Christian Institutes, which was 
lying in the room. He said, " I do not like to 
read any thing on a Sunday, but what is theologi- 
cal ; not that I would scrupulously refuse to look at 
any thing which a friend should shew me in a news- 
paper ; but in general, I would read only what is 
theological. — I read just now some of Drummond*s 
Travels, before I perceived what books were here. 
I then took up Derham's Physico-Theology." 

Every particular concerning this island having . 
been so well described by Dr. Johnson, it would be 
superfluoAis in me to present the publick with the 
observations that I made upon it, in my Journal. 

I was quite easy with Sir Allan almost instanta- 
neously. He knew the great intimacy that had been 
between my father and his predecessor. Sir Hector, 
and was himself of a very frank disposition. — After 
dinner. Sir Allan said he had got Dr. Campbell 
about an hundred subscribers to his Britannia Eluci- 
data, (a work since published under the title of A 
Political Survey of Great Britain,) of whom he be- 
lieved twenty wcfedead, the publication having been 
«o long delayed, — Johnson. ** Sir, I imagine the de- 
lay of publication is owing to this; — that, after 
jpublication, there will be no more subscribers, and 
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f<sw will send the additional, guinea to get their 
books : in which they will be wrong ; for there will 
be a great deal of instruction in the work. I think 
highly of Campbell. In the first place, he has very 
good parts. In the second place, he has very ex- 
tensive reading; not, perhaps^ what is properly 
called learning, but history, politicks, and, in short, 
that popular knowledge which makes a man very 
useful. In the third place, he has learned much by 
what is called the vox viva. He talks with a great 
m^ny people.*' 

Speaking of this gentleman, at Rasay, he told 
us, that he one day called on him, and they talked 
of TulCs Husbandry. Dr. Campbell said something. 
Dr. Johnson began to dispute it. " Come, said Dr. 
Campbell, we do not want to get the better of one 
another : we want to encrease each other's ideas*" — 
Dr. Johnson took it in good part, and the conversa- 
tion then went on coolly and instructively. — His can- 
dour in relating this anecdote does him much credit, 
and his conduct on that occasion proves how easily 
he could be persuaded to talk from a better motive 
than ^' for victory." 

Dr. Johnson here shewed so much of the spirit of 
a Highlander, that he won Sir* Allan's heart: in- 
deed, he has shewn it during the whole of our 
Tour. — One night, in Col, he strutted about the 
room with a broad sword and target, and made a 
^ formidable appearance ; and, another night, I took 
the liberty to put a large blue bonnet on his head. 
His age, his size, and his bushy grey wig, with this 
covering on it, presented the image of a venerable 
Senachis and, however utffavourable to the Low- 
land Scots, he seemed much pleased to assume the 
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appearance of an ancient Caledonian. Wfe only re- 
gretted that he could not be prevailed with to par- 
take of the • social gl^ss* One of his arguments 
against drinking, appears, to me not convincing. He 
urged, that " in proportion as drinking m^kes a 
man different from what he is before he has drunk, 
it is bad ; because it has so far affected his reason.'* 
But may it not be answered, that a man may be aU 
tered by it for the better ; that his spirits may be 
exhilarated, without his reason being affected ? On 
the general subject of drinkiiig, however, I do not 
mean positively to take the other side. I am dubius, 
nan improbus^ 

In the evening, Sir Allan informed us that it was 
the custom of his house to • bare prayers every Sun- 
day; and Miss McLean read, the evening service, in 
which we all joined.. I then read Ogden*s second and 
ninth Serinons on Prayer^ which, with their other 
distinguished e&celletice, have the merit of being 
short. Dr. Johnson said, that it was the most agree-^ 
able Sunday be had ever passed ; and it ma^ such 
an impression on his mind, that he afterwards wrote 
the following Latin yersies upon Inchkenneth : 

• ' I 
Insula Sanctx Ksni^ethi. 

Parva quidem regio, sed reUigione prioram 

Nota, Caledonias paaditur inter aquas j 
Voce ubi Cennethus populos domuisse feroces 

Dicitar, et vanos dedocuisse deos. 
Hue ego dcj^atudplacido per coerula cursu 

Scire locum volui quid daret ille novi. 
Ulic Leniades humili regnabat in aula^ 

Leniades magnii nobilitatus avis : 
Una duas habuit casa cum genitore pue]Ia$> 

Quas Amor undarum fingeret esse deas : 
Non tamen incnlti g^lidis latuere sub antris, 

Z Accola 
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Accola Danubil qudia utvm habet j 
MoUia DOD deerant vacuae Solatia vitae^ 

Stve libros poscant otia, sive lyram. 
Luxerat ilU ifies, legts gens dbcta sapetmel 

Spes hominaD ac curas com procul ette jabet^ 
Tonti iiiter strepitos sa<^i non monera cultua , 

Cessarunt ; pietas hie quoque ^ura ftiit : 
Quid quod sacrifici versavit femina libros, 

Legitimas ficiunt pectora para prece<« 
Qao vagor ulterios I quod nbique reqniiitov bie est ^ 

Hie secura qoies, ihic ei honestiu amor* 

MOXDAYj OCTOBEE 18. 

.We Agreed to pass this day with Sir Allan^ and 
he engaged to have every thing in order for our voy- 
age to-morrow. 

Being now soon to be separated from our amnable 
iriend young Col^ his merits were all remembered. 
At Ulva he had appeared in a new character, hav- 
ing given u& a good prescription for a cold. On my 
mentioning him with warmth. Dr. Johnson saidj 
'* Col does every thing for us : we will erect a sta* 
tue to Col."-*-" Yes, said I, and we will have him 
with his various attributes and characters, like Mer- 
cury, or any other of the heathen gods. We will 
have him as a pilot ; we will have him as a fisher- 
man, as a hunter, as a husbandman, as a phy- 
aician. 

I this morning took a spade^ and dug a little 
grave in the floor of a ruined chapel, near Sir Allan 
M'Lean*s house, in which I buried some human 
bones I found there. Dr. Johnson praised me for 
what I had done, though he owned, he could not 
have done it. He shewed in the chapel at Rasay 
his horrour at dead men^s bones. He shewed it 
again at CoFs house. In the Charter-room there 
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was a remarkable large shin-bone, which was &aid to 
have been a bone of John Garve, one of the lairds* 
Dr. Johnson would not look at it; but started 
away. 

At breakfast, I asked, ** WhaC is the reason that 
we are angry at a trader's having opulence ?'*— 
JoHirsoK. *^ Why, sir, the reason is, (though I don*C 
undertake to prove that there is a reason,) we see no 
qualities in trade that should entitle a man to supe- 
riority. We are not angry at a soldier's getting^ 
riches, because we see that he possesses qualitiesr 
which we have not. If a man returns from a battle, 
having lost one hand, and with the other full of 
gold^ we feel that he deserves the gold ; but wei 
cannot think that a fellow, by sitting ail day at n 
desk, is entitled to get above us." — ^Boswbll. '* But, 
sir, may we not suppose a merchant to be a man of 
an enlarged mind, such as Addison in the Spectator 
describes Sir Andrew Freeport to hare beenr"— 
Johnson. "Why, sir, we may suppose any fictitious 
character. We may suppose a philosophical day- 
labourer, who is happy in reflecting that, by hrs la- 
bour, he contribute* to the fertility of the earth, 
and to the support of his fellow-creatures ; but we 
find no such philosophical day-labourer. A mer- 
chant may, perhaps, be a man of an enlarged mind ; 
but there is nothing, in trade connected with an en« 
larged mind/* 

> I mentioned that I had heard Dr. Solander say 
he was a Swedish Laplander. — Johnson. *' Sir, I 
don't believe, he is a Laplander. The Laplanders 
are not much above four feet high. He is as tall 
as you ; and he has not the copper colour of a 
I-aplander.— BoswELL. " But what motive could 

Z2 
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he have to make himself a Laplander ?"- — Johnsoj^* 
•' Why, sir, he must either mean the word Lap- 
lander in a very extensive sense, or may mean a 
voluntary degradation of himself. * For all my being 
the great man that you see me now, I was originally 
a Barbarian ;' as if Burke should say, * I came over 
a wild Irishman/ — Which he might say in his pre- 
sent state of exaltation." 

Having expressed a desire to have an island like 
Inchkenneth, Dr. Johnson set himself to think what 
would be necessary for a man in such a situation. 
'^ Sir, 1 should build me a fortification, if I came 
to live here; for, if you have it not, what should 
hinder a parcel of ruffians to land in the night, and 
^rry off every thing you have in the house, which, 
in a remote countr)', would be more valuable than 
cows and sheep } add to all this the danger of hav- 
ing your throat cut." — ^Bosw^ll. " I would have a 
large dog."— Johnson. ** So you may, sir ; but a 
large dog is of no use but to alarm."— He, however, 
I apprehend, thinks too lightly of the power of that 
Animal. I have heard him say, that he is afraid of 
no dog. ^* He would take him up by the hinder 
legs, which would render him quite helpless, — and 
then knock his head against a stone, and beat out 
his brains."— ^Topham Beauclerk told me, that at 
his hpuse in the country, two large ferocious dogs 
were fighting. Dr. Johnson looked steadily at them 
for a little while ; and then, a[s' one would separate 
two little boys, who were foolishly hurting each other, 
he ran up to them, and cuffed their heads till he 
drove them asunder^ But few men have his intre- 
pidity, Herculean strength^ or presence of mind. 
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Most thieves or fobbers would be afraid to encounter 
a mastiff. 

I observed, that, when young Col talked of the 
l^nds belonging to his family, he always said, •' my 
lands." For this he had a plausible pretence ; for 
he told me, there has been a custom m this family, 
that the laird resigns the estate to the eldest son when 
he comes of age, reserving to hidself only a certain^ 
life-rent. He said, it was a voluntary custom ; but 
I think I found an instance in the charter- room, that 
there was such an obligation in a contract of mar-* 
riage. If the custom was voluntary, it was only cu-' 
rious; but if founded on obligation, it might be 
dangerous ; for I have been told, that in Otaheite/ 
whenever a child is born, (a son, I think,) the father 
loses his Vight to the estate and honours, and that 
this unnaturalj or rather absurd custom, occasions 
the murder of many children. 

Young Col told us he could run down a grey- 
hound ; ** for, (said he,) the dog funs himself out^ 
of breath, by going too quick, and then I get up 
with him," I accounted for his advantage over the 
dog, by remarking that Col had the faculty of rea- 
son, and knew how to moderate his pace, which the 
dog had not sense enough to do. Dr. Johnson said, 
** He is a noble animal. He is as complete an 
islander as the mind can figure. He is a farmer, a 
sailor, a hunter, a fisher: he will run you down a 
dog: if any man has a tail, it is Col. He is hospi- 
table; and he has an intrepidity of talk, whether* 
he understands the subject or not. I regret that he 
js not more intellectual." 

Dr. Johnson observed, that there was nothing of 
^hich he would not undertake to persuade a French-* 
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Hian in a foreign country. *^ Til ferry a French- 
man to St. PauFs Church-yard, and Til tell him, 
* by oiir law you may walk half round the church ; 
but, if you walk round the whole, you will be 
pa^i^hedv capitally, and he will believe me at once, 
"Now, no Englishman would readily swallow such a 
thing : he Would go and inquire of somebody else." 
-r-The Frenchman's credulity, I observed, must be 
owing to his being accustomed to implicit sub- 
mission ; whereas every Englishman reasons upon 
the laws of his country, and instructs his repre^ 
sentatives, who compose the legislature. 

This day w^s passed in looking at a small island 
adjoining Inchkenneth, which afforded nothing wor 
thy of observation ; and in such social and gay en- 
tertjii^ments as our little society could furnish. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER IQ. 

After breakfast we took le^ve of the young ladies, 
juid of our excellent companion Col, to whom we 
bad been so much obliged. He had now put us 
imder the c^re of his Chief } and was to hasten back 
to Sky. We parted from him with very strong feel- 
ings of kindness and gratitude ; ai)d we hoped to 
have had some future opportunity of proving to him 
the ^nperity of what we felt ; but in the following 
y^ar he; was unfortunately lost in the Sound between 
Vlya and Mull ; g^nd this imperfect memorial, joined 
to the high honovir of being tendierly and re- 
spectfully mentioned by Dr. Johnson, is the only 
return which the uncertainty of human events, has 
permitted us to make to this deserving young man. 

Sir Allan, who obligingly undertopk tp accom- 
pany US to Icolmkili had a stFong good boati .with 
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four stottt rowers. We toaste<^ alohg Mull till w6 
reached Gribbn, where is what is called Mackinnon*8 
cave, compared with which that at Ulinish is in- 
considierable. It is in a rock of a great hei|^t, 
close to the sea. Upon the left of its entrance 
there is ^ cascade, almost perpendicular from the top 
to the bottom of the r6ck. There is a tradition 
that it was conducted thither artificially, to supply 
the inhabitants of the cave witli water. Dr. John- 
son gave no credit to this tradition. As, on the 
one hand, his faith in the Christian religion is firm- 
]y founded upon good grounds ; so, on the other, 
he is incredulous when there is no sufHcient reason 
for belief; being in this rei^)ect just the reverse of 
snodem infidels, who, however nice and scrupulous 
in weighing the evidences of religion, are yet often 
so ready to believe the most absurd and' improbable 
tales of another nature, that Lord Hailes well ob^ 
served; a good essay might h6 written Sur la credu* 
KU des Ineredules. 

The height of this cave I cannot tell with any 
tolerable exactness : but it seemed to be very lofty, 
and to be a pretty regular arch. We penetrated, by 
candlelight, a great way ; by our meais^urement, no 
less than four hundred and eighty-five feet. Tra- 
dition says, that a piper and twelve men once ad- 
vanced into this cave, nobody can tell how far ; and 
neVer returned* At the distance to which we pro- 
ceeded the air was quite pure; for the candle burned 
freely, without the Itost appearance of the fiame 
growing globular; but as we had only one, we 
thought it dangefrdus to venture farther, lest, should 
it have been extinguished, we should have had no 
T^t^m of ascertaining whether we could^ remain with^ 
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out jdangen Dr. JohnsoQ said, this was- the greatest 
natural curiosity he had eyer seen. 

We ^aw thp island of Staffa,at no very great digr 
tance, but could not land upon it^^ the surge was so 
high on its rocky coast. 

Sir AUan^ anxious for the honour of Mull, was 
still talking pf its tuoods, and pointing them q\^ji to 
Pr. Johnsp/iy as appearing at a distance on the skirts 
of that island, as we sailed along*— Johnson. '* Sir, 
I saw at Tobermprie what they called a wood, which 
J, unluckily topk for heatL If you shew . me what 
I shall t^ke (or furze, it will be something." 

In the afternoon we went ashore on the coast of 
l^ull, and partook of ^ co^d repast, which we cwr-- 
ried with us« We hoped to have procured some rum 
or brandy for pur boatmen and servants^ from a 
publick-hpuse near where vye landed ; but unfor- 
tunately a funeral a few days before had exhauste4 
all their store, Mr. Campbell however, one of the 
Duke, of Argyle*8 tacksmen, who lived in the neigh<^ 
boiirhopd, pn receiving a message froqi Sir AUan^ 
sent us a liberal supply* 

We continued to coast along Mull, and passed 
\>y Nuns' Island, which, it is said^^ belpnged to the 
nuns pi^ Icolmkill, and from which, we ^e told, 
the stone for the buildings there was taken. As wq 
ffailed along by moon-light, in a sea somewhat ipugbj^ 
and often between black and glooipy rocks, Dr* 
Johnson said, '^ If this be not roving af(^ong the Hs^ 
brides, nothii^g is," — l^he repetition of words which 
he had sp often previoHsly. used, ipade a jstrong im- 
pression on my imaginatipi^ ; and, by> a natural 
«;ovir§€! of thinking, led metoi cpnsid.^r hpiMr pur p^e-^ 
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tent adventures would appear to me at a future 
period. 

I have often experienced, that scenes through 
which a . man has passed, improve by lying in the 
n^mory : they grow mellow, jicti labor es suntjU'^ 
cundi. This may be owing to comparing^ them with 
present listless ease. Even harsh scenes acquire a 
softness by length of time * ; and some are like very 
loud sounds, which do not please, or at least do not 
please so much, till you are removed to a certain 
distance. They may be compared to strong coarse 
pictures, which will not bear to be viewed near. 
Even pleasing scenes improve by time, and seem 
more exquisite in recollection, than when they were 
present ; if they have not faded to dimness in the 
memory. Perhaps, there is so much evil in every 
human enjoyment, when present, — so much dro^s- 
mixed with it, that it requires to be re6ned by time ; 
and yet I dp not see why time should not melt iiway 
the good and the evil in equal proportions ; — why 
the shade should decay, and the light remain in pre«> 
servation. 

After a tediqus sail, which, by our following va-» 
rious turnings of the coast of Mull, was extended 
to about fprty . miles, it gave us no small pleasure to 
perceive a light in the village at Icolmkill, in which 
almost all the inhabitants of the island live, close te 
where the ancient building stood. As we approached 
the shore, the tower of tlie cathedral, just discern^ 
bje in the air, was a picturesque object. 

Wh^n we had landed upon the sacred plao^^ 

• I have lately observed that this thought has been ekgantljf 
expressed by Cowley : 

".Thiiig,s which offend when present, and affright, 
. •' In u^v^^'t welt painted^ move delight. • 
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which, as long as lean remember, I had thoi^hi 
on with veneration, Dr. Johnson and I cordially 
embraced. We bad long talked of visiting Icolm- 
kill ; and, from the lateness of the season, were aC 
iimea very doubtful whether We should be able to 
jeflFect our purpose* To have seenr it, even alone, 
would have given me great satisfaction; but the 
venerable scene was rendered much more pleasing 
by the company of my great and pioM friend, who 
was no less affected by it than t was ; atid who baa 
Ascribed the impressions it should make on the 
mind, with snch strength of thought, and energy of 
lai^uage^ that I shall quote hia words, as convey- 
ing my own sensations mucb more forcibly than I 
am capable of doing : 

" WE \^ere now treading that inustrious Island, 
which was once the luminary of the Caledonian re- 
gions, whence savage clans and roving barbarians 
derived the benefits of knchvledge^ and the blessings 
of religion. To abstract the mind from all local 
emotions would be impossible, if it were endeavoured, 
and would be foolish if it were possible. Whatever 
withdraws us from the power of our senses, what- 
ever makes the past, the distant, or the future, pre- 
dominate over the present, advances us in the dig- 
nity of thinking beings. Par ftiom me, and from 
my friends, be such 'frigid philosophy as may con-» 
duct us indifferent and unmoved over any ground 
which has been dignified by wisdom, briivery, or vir- 
tue. That man is littte to be envied, whose patri^ 
otism would not gain force upon the plain of Mara-* 
thony or whose piety would not grow warmer among 
the ruins of hna * I" 

* Had our Tour pi^odticed nothing ds6 but tkit niibKine passago, 
the worU mast have ickiiowled|sed' that it Waa aoi ttw<k in vaiiv, 
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Upon hearing that Sir Allan McLean was ar- 
riyed^ the inhabitants, who still consider themselves 
as the people of McLean, to whom the island for- 
merly belonged, though the Duke of Argyle has at 
present possession of it, ran es^erly to him « 

We were accommodated this night in a large barn, 
die island affording no lodging that we should have 
liked so welK Some good hay was strewed at one 
end of it, to form a bed for us, upon which we lay 
with our clothes on ; and we were furnished with 
blankets from the village. Each of us had a port* 
manteau for a pillow. When I awaked in the morn- 
ings and looked round me, I could not help smiling 
at ' the idea of the chief of the McLeans, the great 
English^ Moralist, and myself, lying thus extended 
in such a situation* 

WBDNBSDAY, OCTOBER 20. 

Early in the morning we surveyed the remains of 
antiquity at this place, accompanied by an illiterate 
fellow, as Cicerone, who called himself a descendant 
of a cousin of Saint Columba, the ' founder of the 
religious establishment here. As I knew that many 
persons had already examined them, and as I saw Dr. 
Johnson inspecting and measuring several of the 
ruins of which he has since given so full an account, 
my mind was quiescent; and I resolved to stroll 
among them at my ease, to take no trouble- to in* 
vestigate minutely, and only receive the general im- 
, pression of solemn antiquity, and the particular ideas 
of such objects, as should of themselves strike my 
attention. 

The present respectable President of the Royal Society was so much 
struck on reading it, tl\at be clasped his hands together^ and reaiaia<* 
cd for some time in an attitude of silent admiration*. 
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We walked from the monastery of Nuns to the 
great church or cathedral, as they call it, along an 
old broken causeway. They told us, that this had been 
9 street ; and that there were good houses built on 
each side. Dr. Johnson doubted if it was any thing 
more than a paved road for the nuns. The convent 
of Monks, the great church, Oran^s chapel^ and 
font other chapels, are still to be discerned. But I 
lidust own. that Icolmkill did not answer my expec- 
tations ; for they were high, from what I had read 
of it, and still more from what I had heard and 
thought of it, from my earliest years. Dr. Johnson 
said, it came up to his expectations, because he bad 
takiSQ his irppresioQ from an account of it subjoined 
to Sacheverers History of the Isle qf Man, where it 
is said, there is not much to be seen here. We were 
both disappointed, when we were shewn what are 
called the monuments of the kings of Scotland, 
Ireland, and Denmark, and of a King of France. 
There are only some grave- stones flat on the earth, 
and we could see no inscriptions. How far short 
was this of marble monuments, like those in West* 
minster- Abbey, which I had imagined here ! Th«i 
grave- stones of Sir Allan McLean's family^ and of 
that of M^Quarrie, had as good an appearance as 
the royal grave^stones ; if they were royal, we 
c)oubted. 

My easiness to give credit to what I heard in the 
course of our Tour was too great. Dr. Johnson's 
peculiar accuracy of investigaiion detected much 
traditional fiction, and many gross mistakes. Itis< 
not to be wondered at, that he was provoked by 
people carelessly telling him, with the utmost readi* 
n^bs apd cqn^dence, what he found, qn questioning 
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them a little more, was erroneous. Of this there 
were innumerable instances. 

I left him and Sir Allan at breakfast in our barn, 
and stole back again to the catliedral, to indulge in 
solitude and devout meditation. While contem-^ 
plating the venerable ruins, I reflected with much 
satisfaction^ that the solemn scenes of piety never 
lose their sanctity and influence, though the cares 
and follies of life may prevent us from visiting them, 
or may even make us fancy that their effects are 
only " as yesterday, when it is past,*' and never 
again to be perceived. I hoped, that, ever after 
having been in this holy place, I should maintain 
an exemplary conduct. One has a strange prow 
pensity to fix upon some point of time from whence 
a better course of life may begin. 

Being desirous to visit the opposite shore cf the 
island, where Saint Columba is said to have landed^ 
I procured a horse from one M*Ginnis, who ran 
along as my guide. ^ The M^Ginnises are jjaid to be 
a branch of the clan of McLean. Sir Allan had 
been told that this man had refused to send htm some 
rum, at which the knight was in great indignation^ 
** You rascal 1 (said he,) don't you know that I can 
hang you, if I please?" — Not adverting to the 
Chieftain's power over his clan, I imagined that 
Sir Allan had known of some capital crime that the 
fellow had committed, which he could discover, and 
so get him condemned ; and said, '^ How so ?" — 
*^ Why, (said Sir Allan,) are they not all my peo- 
ple ?" — Sensible of my inadvertency, and most will- 
ing to contribute what I could towards the continu- 
ation of feudal authority, ^^ Very true," said I. — » 
Sir Allan went on ; '^ Refuse to send rum to me 
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you rascal ! Don't you know that, if I order yoa 
to go and cut a man's throat, you are to do it ?"— . 
*' Yes, an't please your honour ! and my own tdo, 
and hang myself too."—- The poor fellow denied that 
he had refused to send the rum. His making these 
professions was not merely a pretence in presence of 
his Chief; for after he and I were out of Sir Allan's 
hearing, he told me, '^ Had he sent his dog for the 
rum, I wduld have given it: I would cut my bones 
for him." — It was very remarkable to find sach an 
attachment to a Chief, though he had then no con-> 
nection with the island, and had not been there for 
fourteen years.— Sir Allan, by way of upbraiding 
the fellow, said, " I believe you are a Campbell.** 

The place which I went to see is about two miles 
from the village. They call it Portawherty, from 
the wherry in which Columba came ; though, when 
they shew the length of his vessel, as marked on the 
beach by two heaps of stones, they say, ^* Here is 
the length of the Currach,** using the Erse word. 

Icolmkill is a fertile island. The inhabitants ex« 
port some cattle and grain ; and I was told, they 
import nothing but iron and salt. They are indus* 
trious, and make their own woollen and linen cloth ; 
and they brew a good deal of beer, which we did 
not find in any of the other islands. 

We set sail again about mid-day, and in the 
evening landing on Mull, near the house, of the Re- 
verend Mr. Neal M*Leod, who having been in- 
formed of our coming, by a message from Sir Allan, 
came out to meet us. We were this night very 
agreeably entertained at his house. Dr. Johnson ob- 
served to me, that he was the cleanest-headed man 
that he had met with in the Western islands. He 
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seemed to be well acquainted with Dr. Johnson^s 
writingSi and courteously said^ '^ I have been often 
obliged to you, though I never had the pleasure 6[ 
seeing you before/* 

He told us, he had lived for some time in St* 
Kilda, under the tuition of the minister or catechist 
there, and had there first read Horace and Virgil. 
The scenes which they describe must have been a 
strong contrast to the dreary wa^te around him« 

THURSPAT, OCTOBER 2K 

This morning the subject of politicks was intro^* 
duced. — Johnson. -** Pulteney was as paltry a fellow 
as could be. He was a Whig, who pretended to 
be honest ; and you know it is ridiculous for a Whig 
to pretend to be honest. He cannot hold it ouL"— 
He called Mr. fttt a meteor ; Sir Robert Walpole a 
fixed star. — He said, ^* It is wonderful to think that 
all the force of government was required to prevent 
Wilkes from being chosen the chief magistrate of 
London, though the liverymen knew he would rob 
their shops,— -knew he would debauch their daugh • 
ters ♦.'• 



* I think it incumbent on me to make some obsen^ation on this 
itron^ satirical sally on my classical corapanion, Mr. Wilkes« Re- 
porting it lately from memory, in his presence* I expressed it thas : » 

** They knew he would rob their shops, if he durst ; they knew he 
would debauch their daughters, \f he could;'' yi^htch, according tq 
the French phrase^ may be said rgncherir on Dt Johnson ; but oa 
looking into my Journal^ I found it as above, and would by no 
means make any addition. Mr. Wilkes received both readings with 
a good humour that I cannot enough admire. Indeed both he ap4 
I (as, with respect to myself, the reader has more than onoe had oc- 
casion to observe in the course of this Journal,) are too fond of a Ifom 
nwtg not to relish it, though we should be ourselves the object of iu 



35« JOUftNAL OF A tdUR 

£o3W£LL» " The History of England is so Strang*, 
that, if it were not so well vouched as it is, it would 
hardly be credible.** — Johnson. **Sir, if it were told as 
shortly, and with as little preparation for introducing 
the different events, as the History of the Jewish 
Kings, it would be equally liable to objections of 
improbability/**— Mr. M*Leod was fiuch pleased 
with the justice and novelty of the thought.- — Dr. 
Johnson illustrated what, he had said, as follows : 
*^ Take, as an instance, , Charles the First's conces- 
sions to his parliament, which were greater and 
greater, in proportion as the parliament grew more 
insolent, and less deserving of tru3t. Had these con- 
cessions been related nakedly, without any detail of 
the circumstances which generally led to them, they 
would not have been believed.'* 

Sir Allan M*Xiean bragged, that Spotland had the 
advantage of England, by its having more water. 
Johnson. " Sir, we would not have your water, to 
take the vile bogs which produce it. You have too 
much ! A man who is drowned has more water than 
either of us ;" — and then he laughed. — (But this 
was surely robust sophistry : for the people of taste 
in England, who have seen Scotland, own that its 
variety of rivers and lakes makes it naturally more 
beautiful than England, in that respect.) — Pursuing 
his victory over Sir Allan, he proceeded : " Your 

Let mc add, in justice to the gentleman here xnentioned, that at 
n subsequent period, he was elected chief magistrate of London, and 
discharged the duties of that high office with great honour to him* 
self, and advantage to the city. — Some years before Dr. Johnson died, 
I was fortunate enough to bring him and Mr. Wilkes together ; tho 
consequence of which was, that they were ever afterwards on easy and 
not unfriendly terms. The particulars I shall have great pleasure ia 
relating at large in my Life of Dr. Johnson. 
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coantry consists of two things, stone and water. 
There is, indeed, a little earth above the stone in 
some places, but a very little ; and the stone is al- 
ways - appearing. It is like a man in rags; the 
naked skin is still peeping out/* 

He took leave of Mr. M^Leod, saying, " Sir^ 
I thank you for your entertainment, and your con • 
versation." 

Mr. Campbell, who had been so polite yesterday, 
came this morning on purpose to breakfast with us^ 
and very obligingly furnished us with horses to pro- 
ceed on our journey to Mr. M\Lean*s of Lochbuy, 
where we were to pass the night. We dined at the 
house .of Dr. Alexander McLean, another physician 
in Mull, who was so much struck Tirith tlie-uncohi- 
mon conversation of Dr. Johnson, that he observed 
to me, ** This man i3 just a hogshead qf sense.** 

Dr. Johnson said of the Turkish Spy, which lay in 
the room, that it told nothing but what every body 
might have known at that time ; and that what was 
good in it, did not pay you for the trouble of read* 
tng to find it. 

After a very tedious ride, through what appeared 
to me the most gloomy and desolate country I had 
ever beheld,^ we arrived, between seven and eight 
o'clock, at Moyy the seat of the Laird of Lochbuy^--^ 
Buyy in Erse, signifies yellow, and I at first imagined 
that the loch or branch of the sea here, was thus de- 
nominated^, in the. same manner as the Red Sea ; but 
I afterwards learned that it derived its name from a 
hill above it, which being of a yellowish hue has 
the epithet of Buy. 

We had heard, much of Lochbny's being a great 
roaring braggadocio, a kind of Sir John FalstafF, 

Aa 
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bbth in Bize and manners ; but we found that tftey 
had swelled Rim up to a fictitious size, and clothed 
him with imaginary qualities.— ^Col's idea of' hint 
was equally ex travhgiint, thdugh very different: he 
told us he was quite a Doii Quixot^; and said, he 
would give ia ^reat deal to see him and Th. Johnson 
together. . The truth is, that Lochbuy proved to 
be only a bluff, comely, noisy old gentleman, proud 
ef his hereditary consequence, and a very hearty and 
bdfepitable landlord. Lady Lochbuy was sister to 
Sir Allan M*Lean, but much older. He said to me, 
" They are quite jiniediluviam.^^ Being told that 
Dr. Johnson did not hear well, Lochbuy bawled out 
to him, '^ Are you of the Johnstons of Glencro, or of 
Ardnamurchan ?'*— Dr. Johnson gave htm a signifi- 
cant look, but made no answer ; and I told Loch«» 
buy that he was not Johns/on, but Johnion, and 
that he was an Englishman. 

Lochbuy some years ago tried to prove himself a 
weak man, liable to imposittgn, or, as we term it 
in Scotland, ?i facile man, in order to set aside a 
lease which he had granted ; but failed in the at- 
tempt. On my mentioning this circumstance to Dr. 
jfohnson, he seemed much surprized that such a suit 
was admitted by the Scottish law, and observed, that 
** In England no man is allowed to stultify him- 
self*." 

Sir Allan, Lochbuy, and I, had the conversation 
chiefly to ourselves to-night : Dr. Johnson, being 
extremely weary^ went to bed «oon after supper. 



« This maxiofiij however, has 'been controverted. See BVickltone*s 
CpMMENTARiESf V9I. II. p. 2Qi ; and the authorities there ^uoted^ 
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Before Dr. Johnson came to breakfast, Lady 
Lochbuy said, V he 'was a dungeon of wit ;" a very 
coiiimon phrase iij Scotland to express a profound- 
ness of intellect, though he afterwards told me, that 
he never had heard it: She proposed that he should 
have sprne cold sheep's-head for breakfast. Sir Allan 
eeemed displeased at his sister's vulgarity, and won* 
dereid how such a thought should come into her 
liead. Froni a mischievous love of sport, I took 
the lady's part ; and very gravely said, " I think 
it is but fair to give him an offer of it. If he does 
not choose it, he may let it alone." — " I think so," 
€aid the lady, looking at her brother with an air of 
victory. Sir Allan, finding the matter desperate, 
strutted about the room, and took snufF. When Dr* 
Johnson came in, she called to him, •'Doyou 
choose any cold sheep's-head, sir ?" — — *^ No^ 
Madam," said he, with a tone of surprise and 
finger.-—^' It is here, sir," said she, supposing he 
had refused it to save the trouble of bringing it in. 
They thus went on at cross purposes, till he con- 
4fipmed hi^ refusal in a manner not to be misunder- 
stood ; while I sat quietly by, and enjoyed my sue- 
Mi^ess. 

After breakfast, we surveyed the old castle, in 
%he pit' or dungeon of which Lochbuy had some 
years before taken upon him to imprison several per- 
sons ; and though he had been fined in a consider- 
able sum by the Court of Justiciary, he was so little 
^difected by it, that while we were examining the 
dungeon, he said to me, with a smile, " Your fa- 

tb^F knows .something of this;" (alluding to my 

A A 2 
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father having sat as one of the judges on bis trial.) 
Sir Allan whispered ^^e, that^ the laird could not 
be persuaded that he had lost his heritable juris* 
diction. 

We then set out for the ferry j^^ by which we were 
to cross to the main land of Argyleshire* . Lochbuy 
and Sir Allan accompanied us. We were told much 
of a war-saddle, on which this reputed Don Quixote 
used to be mounted ; but we did not see it, for the 
young laird had applied it to a less noble purpose, 
having taken it to Falkirk fair with a d^ove of black 
cattle. 

We bade adieu to Lochbuy, and to our very 
kind conductor, Sir Allan McLean, on the shore of 
Mull, and then got into the ferry-boat, the bottom 
of which was strewed with branches of trees or 
bushes, upon which we sat. We had a good day 
and a fine passage, and in the evening landed at 
Oban, where we found a tolerable inn. After hav- 
ing been so long confined at different times in 
islands, from which it was always uncertain when 
we could get away, it was comfortable to be now on 
the main land, and to know that, if in health, we 
might get to any place in Scotland or England in a 
certiiin number of days. 

Here we discovered from ^he conjectures which 
were formed, that the people on the main land 
were entirely ignorant of our motions; for in a 
Glasgow news-paper we fouud a paragraph, which, 
as it contains a just and well-turned compliment to 
my illustrious friend, I shall here .insert: 

*« We are well assured that Dr. Johnson is con- 
** fined by tempestuous weather to the isle of Sky ; 
5' it being unsafe to venture, in a small boat upQn 
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*^ such a stormy surge as is very common there at 
^^ this time of the year. Such a philosopher, de-; 
^^ tained on an almost barren island, resembles a 
" whale left upon the strand. The^ latter will be 
*^ wdcome to every body^ on account of its oil, 
" his bone, &c. and the other will charm his com- 
*^ panions, and the rude inhabitants, with his supe* 
*^ rior knowledge and wisdom, calm resignation, 
" and unbounded berievolence." 



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23. 

After a good night's rest, we breakfasted at our 
leisure. We talked of Goldsmith's Traveller^ of 
which Dr. Johnspn spoke highly ; and, while I 
was helping him on with his great coat, he repeated 
from it the character of the British nation, which 
he did with such energy, that the tear started into 
his eye : . 

" Stern o'er each bosom reason liolds her state, 
*' With daring aims irregularly great, 
*' Pride in their port, defiance in therr eye, 
*^ J see the lorJs of human kind pass by, 
'' Intent on high designs, a thoughtful band, 
'* By forms unfashion*d, fresh from nature's hand ; 
'' Fierce in their native hardiness of soul, 
** Tru^ to imagin'd right, above control, 
'^ While ev'n the peasant boasts these rights to scan, 
'* And learns to venerate himself as man." 

We could get but one bridle here, which, accord- 
ing to the maxim detur dignioriy was appropriated 
to Dr. Johnson's sheltie. I and Joseph rode with 
halters. We crossed in a ferry-boat a pretty wide 
lake^ and on the farther side of it, close by the 
shore, found a hut for our inn. We were much 
wet.' I changed my clothes in part, and was at 
pains to get myself well dried. Dr. Johnson reso* 
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lately kept on all his clothe^ wet as they were, 
letting them steam before the smoky turf fire. I 
thought him in the wrong; but his firmness was^ 
^rhaps^ a species of heroism. 

I remember but little of our conversation. I 
mentioned Sh«nstone*s saying of Pope, that he had 
the art of condensing sense more than any body. 
I>. Johnson said, " It is not true, sir. There is 
more sense in a line of Cowley than in a page (or 
a sentence, or ten lines, — I am not quite certain of 
the very phrase) of Pope.*' * He maintained that 
Archibald, Duke of Argyle, was a narrow man. I 
wondered at this ; and observed, that his building 
^ great a hoUse at Inverary was not like a narrow 
man, " Sir, (said he,) when a narrow man has re- 
Solved to build a house, he builds it like another 
man. But Archibald, Duke of Argyle, xvsls narrow 
in his ordinary expences, in his quotidian expences.** 

The distinction is very just. It is in the ordinary 
expences of life that a man*s liberality or narrow- 
ness is to be discovered.-r-I never heard the word 
quotidian in this sense, and I imagined it to be a 
word of Dr. Johnson's own fabrication ; but I have 
since found it in Youngs Night Thoughts^ (Night 
fifth,) 

^'Death's a destroyer of quotidian prey." 

and in my friend's Diction nry, supported by tho 
authorities of Charles J. and Dr. Donne, 

It rained very hard as we joumied on after din* 
ner, The roar of torrents from the mountains, as 
we passed along in . the dusk, and the other circum- 
stances attending our ride in the evening, have been 
{pentipn^ed with 3P much animation by Dr. Johnson^ 
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tjbtafe I shall. not attempt to say any ^^xysiQ on , the 
subject. .. 

We got at night to Inverary, where we found 
an excellent inn. Even here. Dr. JohnSon would 
not change his wet clothes. . . 

Tile prospect of good accoinfB(>dation cbeei^ed U9 
iiiach.. We supped well; and after ^ supper» Dn 
Johnson, whom I had not seen tapijte any fermented 
liquor during all our travels, called for a giU of 
whiskey. " Come (said he,) let me know what it is 
that makes a Scotchman happy !" He dran): it aU 
but a drop, which 1 begged leave to pour into 
my glass, that I might say we had drunk whisky 
together. I proposed Mrs. Thrale should be our 
toast. He would not have her drunk in whisky, but 
rad^er " some insular lady ;" so we drfink one of the 
ladies w,hoin we had lately left. — He owned to- 
night, that he got as good a room and bed as at aa 
English inn* 

I had here the pleasure of finding a letter from 
home, which relieved me from the anxiety I had 
suffered, in consequence of not having received 
any account of my family for many weeks. I also 
found a letter from Mr. Garrick, which was a regale 
as agreeable as a pine-apple would be in a desert. 
He had favoured me with his correspondence for 
many years ; and when Dr. Johnson and I were at 
Inverness, I had written to him as follows ; 

Inverness, 
*' MY DEAR SIR, Sunday, gg Augdst, I77S. 

^^ Here I am, and Mr. Samuel Johnson 
actually- with me. We were a night at Fores, in 
coming to which, in the dusk of the evening, we 
passed over the bleak and blasted heath where Mac* 
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beth met the witches. Your old preceptor repeated^ 
with much solemnity, the speech-— 

" How far ist called to Fores ? What are these, 
" So withered and so wild in their attire," &c. 

This day we visited the ruins of Macbeth*8 castle at 
Inverness. I have had great romantick satisfaction 
m seeing Johnson upon the classical scenes of Shak- 
speare in Scotland ) which I really looked upon as 
almost as improbable as that ^ Birnam wood should 
come to Dunsinane/ Indeed, as I have always 
been accustomed to view him as a permanent Lon- 
don pbject, jt would not be much more wpnderful to 
me to see St, Paul's church moving along where we 
now are. As yet we have travelled in post-^chaises ; 
but to-morrow we are to mount on horseback^ and 
ascend into the mountains by Fort Augustus, and 
so on to the ferry, where we are to cross to Sky. 
We shall see that Island fully, >and then visit some 
more of the Hebrides ; after which we are to land 
ia Argyleshire, proceed by Glasgow to Auctiinleck, 
repose there a competent time, and then return to 
Edinburgh, from whence the Rambler will depart 
for old England again, as soon as he finds it con- 
venient. Hitherto we have had a very prosperous 
expedition. I flatter myself, servetur ad imum^ qualis 
ah incepto processerit. He is in excellent spirits, and 
I have a rich journal of his conversation. Look 
back, Davy* J to Litchfield, — run up through the 
time that has elapsed since you first knew Mr. John- 
soRj'^^-ancl enjoy with me his present extraordinary 
Tour. I could not resist the impulse of writing to 

* I took the liberty of giving this fainilsr appellation to my cele- 
brated friend, to bring in a more lively manoer to his remembraoce tbe 
period when be was Df. 'Johnson's pupil. 
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you from this place. The situation of the old castle 
corresponds exactly to Shakspeare's description. 
While we were there to-day, it happened oddly, 
that k raven perched upon one of the chimney-top3, 
and croaked. Then I in my turn repeated-— 

" The raven himself is hoatse, 

" That croaks the fatal entrance of Dancan^ 

" Undter my battleraenta." 

*^ I wish you had been with us. Think what 

enthusiastick happiness I shall have to see Mr. 

Samuel Johnson walking among the romantidc 

rocks and woods of my anoestors at Auchinleck I 

Write to me at Edinburgh. You owe me his verses 

on great Greorge and tuneful Gibber, and the bad 

verses which led him to make his fine ones on Philips 

the musician. Keep your promise, and let me have 

them. I offer my very best compliments to Mrs. 

Garrick, and ever am 

" Your warm admirer and friend, 

« To David Garrich, Esq. j^^^^ Boswell." 

JLonaon. 

His answer was as follows, 

'^ Dear Sir, Hampton, Sej^ember 14, 

^ ^* YOU stole away from London, and left us 
all in the lurch ; for we expected you one night at 
the club, and knew nothing of your departure. 
Had I payed you what I owed you, for the book 
you bought for me, I should only have grieved for 
the loss of your company, and slept with a quiet 
conscience ; but, wounded as it is, it must [remain 
so till I see you again, though I am surei our good 
friend Mr. Johnson will discharge the debt for me, 
if you will let him. — Your account of your journey 
to Fores, the raven, old castle, &c. &c. made me 
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half msid* Are ypu not ' rather tpo late in tb# year 
for ^pfi weather^ which is the Itfpand soul of seeiog 
pl0C08 ?— I hope yoiur , pieasure will continue qmli$ 
ab incepto, &c. 

" Your friend * ■■■ ■ , . ■ threatens nje much. .1 
only wish that He would put his threats in exeoution, 
and, if he prints hip -play* I will forgive him. I 
remember he complained to you, that his bookseller 
call for the money Sir some copies of his ' » • ■, 
which I subscribed for^, afad that I desired him to 
call again. — ^fhe truith.is, diat my wife was not at 
home, and that for weeks together I have not ten 
diillings in my pocket.— h — ^However, had it been 
otherwise, it was not so great a crime to draw his po» 
etical vengeance . upon me. — ^I despise all that he 
can do^ and am glad that I can so easily get rid of 
him and his ingratitude^-r-I am hardeiled : bodi to 
abuse and ingratitude. 

'^ You, I am sure, will no more recommend 
your poetasters to my civility and good offices. 

" Shall I recommend to you a play of Eschylus, 
(the Prometheus,) published and translated by poor 
old Morell, who is a good scholar, and an ac- 
quaintance of mine ? It will be but half a guinea. 



*. I have suppressed ipy friend's name from an apprehension of 
wounding his sensibility ; but 1 would not withhold from my readers 
a passage which shews Mr. Garrick*s mode of writing as the Manager 
of a Theatre, and contains a pleasing trait of his domestick life. Hi* 
judgment of dramatick pieces, so. far as concerns their exhibition ott 
the stage, must be allowed to have considerable weight. But from 
the effect which a perusal of tfie tragedy here condemned had upon 
myself, and from the opinions of some eminent criticks, I venturt 
to pi'onounce that it has much poetical merit ; and its authour has 
distinguished himself by several performances which* shew that the 
epithet po^iaster was, in the present instance, much misapplied. 

6 
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^aad your iiaoie shail be put in the list I sax ngfaking 
for him. You will be in very good company. 

'* Now for the Epitaphs f 

£These, together with the verses on George ike 
Sscond; and Cc^ey Cibber, as his Poet Laureat, 
^f which imperfect copies are gone aboui, will 
appear in my Life of Dr. Johnson* .] 

'^ I have jio more papery or I should have 
%^\d more to you. My love and respects to Mr. 
Johnson. . 

" Your's ever, 

D. Gabrick. 

/^ I can't write. I have the gout in my hand. 
** To James Boswell, Esq. Edinburgh. 



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24. 

We passed the forenoon calmly and placidly. 1 
prevailed on Pr. Johnson to read aloud Ogden's 
sixth Sermon on Prayer, which he did with a distinct 
expression, and pleasing solemnity. He praised my 
favourite preacher, his elegant language, and re- 
markable acuteness ; and said, he fought infidels 
with their own weapons. 

As a specimen of Ogden's manner, I insert thfe 
following passage from the sermon which Dr. John- 
son now read. The preacher, after arguing against 
that vain philosophy which maintains, in confor- 
mity with the hard principle of eternal necessity, or 
unchangeable predetermination, that the only effect 
of prayer for others, although we are exhorted to 
pray for them, is to produce good dispositions in 
ourselves towards them ; thus expresses himself: 

• 

* £See the Life of JobnsoQ, toI. i. pp. 125, f26, 5 th edit.] 
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^< A plain man may be apt to ask. But if this 
then, though enjoined in the holy scriptures, is 
to be my real aim and intention^ when I am 
*• taught to pray for other persons, why is it that 
''I do not plainly so express it ? Why is not the 
'' form of the petition brought nearer to the mean- 
*^ ing i Give them, say I to our heavenly father, 
'^ what is good. But this, I am to understand^ 
'^ will \ye as it will be, and is not for me to alter. 
^^ What is it then that I am doing ? I am desiring 
to become charitable myself; and why may I 
not plainly say so ? Is there shame In it, or im- 
^' piety i The wish is laudable : why should I form 
designs to hide it ? 

Or is it, perhaps, better to be brought about 
^^ by indirect means, and in this artful manner ? 
** Alas ! who is it that I would impose on ? From 
*' whom can it be, in this commerce, that I desire 
" to hide any thing ? When, as m y Saviour com«. 
** mands me,. I have entered into my closet^ and shut 
^ my door^ there are but two parties privy to my 
*' devotions^ God and my own heart ; which of the 
" two am I deceiving ?'* 

He wished to have more books, and, upon in- 
uring if there were any in the house, was told that 
H waiter had some, which were brought to him ; but 
I recollect none of them, except Herveys MeditG" 
iions. He thought slightingly of this admired iKkok. 
He treated it with ridicule, and would not allow 
even the scene of the dying Husband and Father 
to be pathetick. I am not an impartial judge; for 
Ilervey^s Meditations engaged my affections in my 
early years.— He read a passage concerning the 
moon, ludicrously, and shewed how easily he could, 

4 
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in the saaie style^ make reflections on thdt planet, 
the very reverse of Hervey's, representing her as 
treacherous to mankind. He did this with much 
humour; but I have not preserved the particulars. 
He then indulged a playful fancy, in making a 
Meditation on a Pudding , of which I hastily wrote 
down, in his presence, the following note ; whfcb, 
though imperifect, may serve to give my readers 
some idea of it. 

Meditation on a Pudding. 
'^ LET us seriously reflect of what a pudding 
is composed. It is composed^ of flour that once 
waved in the golden grain, and drank the dews of 
the morning; of milk pressed from the swelling 
odder by the gentle hand of the beauteous milk- 
maid, whose beauty and innocence might have re- 
commended a worse draught; who, while she 
stroked the udder, indulged no ambitious thoughts 
of wandering in palaces, formed no plans for the< 
destruction of her fellow-creatures : milk, which is 
drawn from the cow, that useful animal, that eats 
the • grass of the 6eld, and supplies us with tiiat 
which made the greatest part of the food of man- 
kind in the age which the poets have agreed to call 
golden. It is made with an egg, that miracle of 
nature, which the theoretical Burqet has compared 
to creation. . An egg contains water within its beau* 
tiful smooth surface ; and an unformed mass, by 
the incubation of the parent, becomes a regular 
animal, furnished with bones and sinews^ and co* 
vered with feathers. — Let us consider ; can there be 
more wanting to complete the Meditation on a 
t'udding I If more is wanting, CDore may be found. 
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It contains salt, which keeps the sea from ptftre- 
faction : salt, whicti is made the ittiage of intellec- 
tuaf excellence, contributes to the formation of a 
pudding/' 

In a Magazine I found a saying of Dn Johnson's, 
something to this puq:)ose ; that* the happiest part 
of a man-s life is what he passes lying awake in bed 
in the morning. I read it to him. Ha wid, ** I 
may, perhaps, have said this ; for nobody^ at times, 
talks more laxly than I do." I ventured to suggest 
to him, that this was dangerous froKi one of his 
authority. 

I spoke of living in the country, and upon what 
footing one should be ^ith neighbours. I observed 
that some, people were afraid of being on too easy a 
footing with them, from an apprehension that their 
time would not be their own. He naade the obvi* 
ouB remark, that it depended much on what kind 
of neighbours one has, whether it was desirable to 
be on an easy footing with them, or not. I men- 
tioned a certain baronet, who told me, he never 
was: happy in the pountryy till he was not on speak-- 
ing terms with his neighbours, which he contrived 
in different ways to bring about. ^* Lord- 
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(said he) stuck along ; but at last the fellow 
pounded my pigs, and then I got rid of him."— 
JoHN;SON. " Nay, sir. My Lord- got rid of Sir 
John, and shewed how little he valued him, by 
putting his pigs in the pound." 

.{ told Dr. .Johnson I was in some difficulty how 
tQ act,at Inverary. I had reason to think that the 
Pucbeas of Argyle. disliked me, on account of my 
zs^Wtt the Douglxs^cause ; but the. Duke of^ Argyle 



to TH& IfEBRriSES. ' Mr 

Kiaid always been pteased Co treat me with' gneat-d- 
fiKty. They were 'nofv" at the c&itle, which is a 
very short walk from our iiin^f and .the qUestioii 
was^ whether I should go and pay psy respects there. 
Dr. Johnson^ to whom I had stated * the case^ waa 
clear that I ought; but, in bis usual way, he was 
very shy of discovering a desire to be invited there 
himself. Though from a cdnviction of tbe.belSiefit 
of subordination to society, he has always shewn 
great respect to persons of high rank, when he 
happened to be in their company, yet his pride of 
character has ever made him guard • against any ap-» 
pearance of courting the great. Besides, be was . 
impatient to go to Glasgow, where he expected let* 
lets. At the same time he was, I beUeve, secretly 
Aot unwilling to have attention paid him by so great 
a Chieftain, and so exalted a nobleman. lie in- 
sisted that I should not go to the castle this day be* 
fore dinner, as it would look like seeking an invi«> 
tation. ^^ But, (said I,) if the duke invites uft^' to 
dine with him to-morrow, shall we Accept ?^ — 
" Yes, sir;*' I think be said, " to be sure." But, 
he added, *^ He won't ask us 1"-^I mentioned; that 
I was afraid my company might be disagireeable- to 
the duchess. He treated this objection with a man-*' 
ly disdain : ^ That, sir, he must settle with his wife-? 
*^We dined well. I went to the castle just about 
the time when I supposed the ladies would. be retired 
from dinner. I sent in my name ; and, being shewn 
Jn, found the amiable duke sitting at the head of 
hts table with several gentlemen. I was most pot 
litely received, and gave his grace some pslrticularf 
of the curious journey which I had been making 
With Dr. Johnson. When we rqse from table, the 
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duke said to me, '* I hc^^ yoii and Dr. Johnson 
will dine with us to-morrow/* I thanked his grace i^ 
but told him, my friend was in a great hurry to get 
back to London. The duke, with a kind compku 
cency, said, ^^ He will 6tay one day ; and I will take 
care he shall see this place to advantage.'* I said^ I 
should be sure to let htm know his grace^s invitation, 
-—As I was going away, the duke said» '^ Mr. Bos-» 
well, won't jrou have some tea?"-— I thought it best 
to get over the meeting with the duchess this night ; 
so respectfully agreed. ^ I was conducted to the 
drawing room by the duke, who announced my 
name ; but the duchess, who was sitting with her 
daughter. Lady Betty Hamilton, and some other 
ladies, took not the least notice of me. I should 
' have been mortified at being thus coldly received by 
a lady of whom I, with the rest of the world, have 
always entertained a very high admiration, had I not 
been consoled by the obliging attention of the 
duke. 

When I returned to the inn, I informed Dr. 
Johnson of the Duke of Argyle's invitation, with 
which he was much pleased, and readily accepted of. 
it.— We talked of a violent contest which was then 
carrying on, with a view to the next general election 
for Ayrshire ; where one of the candidates, in order 
to undermine the old and established interest^ had 
artfully held himself out as a champion for the in* 
dependency of the county against aristpcratick in- 
fluence^ and had persuaded several gentlemen into 
a resolution to oppose every candidate who was sup- 
ported by peers. " Fox)lish fellows! (said Dr. 

Johnson,) don't they s^ that they are as much de- 
pendent upon the peers one way as the other. The 
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peers have but to oppose a candidate to ensure him 
success. It is said the only way to make a pig go 
forward^ is to pull him back by the tail. These 
people intist be treated .like pigs* 

MONDAY^ OCtOBEA 25. 

My acquaintance, the Reverend Mr. John 
M^Aulay, one of the Ministers of Inveraray, and 
brother to our good friend at Calder, came to us 
this morning, and accompanied us to the castle, 
where I presented Dr. Johnson to the Duke of Ar- 
gyle. We were shewn dirough the house ; and I 
never shall forget the impression made upon my 
fancy by some of the ladies' maids tripping about 
in neat morning dresses. After seeing for a long 
time little but rusticity, their lively manner, and 
gay inviting appearance, pleased me so much, that 
I thought, for the moitient, I could have been a 
knight- errant for them *. 

We then got into a low one-horse chair, ordered 
for us by the Duke, in which we drove about the 
place. Dr. Jdhnson was much struck by the gran^ 
deur and elegance of this princely seat. He thought, 
however, the castle too low, and wished it had been 
a story higher. — He said, ^ What I admire here, 
is the total defiance of eXpence." I had a particu* 
lar pride in shewing him a great number of fine old 
trees, to compensate for the nakedness which had 
made such an impression on him on the eastern coast 
of Scotland^ 



* On nfle^loDj at the distance of several years, I wotiddr that my 
venerable fellow-traveller* should have read this passage without cea* 

«uniig oay levity. 

B B 



\ 
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When we came iti^ before dinner, we found the 
duke and some gentlemen in the hall. Dr. Johnson 
took much notice of the large collection of arms, 
which are excellently disposed there. I told what 
he had said to Sir Alexander M^Donald^ of his an- 
cestors not suffering their arms to rust. /* Well, 
(said the doctor,) but let us be glad we live in times 
when arms may rust. We can sit to«day at his 
grace's table, without any risk of being attack^j 
and perhaps sitting down again wounded or 
maimed.'' The duke, placed Dr. Johnson next 
himself at table. I was in fine spirits ; and though 
sensible that I had the misfortune of not being in &• 
vour with the duchess, I was not in the least discon- 
certed, and offered her grace some of the dish that 
was before me. It must be owned that I was in the 
right to be quite unconcerned, if I could. I was 
the Duke of Argyle's guest ; and I had no reason to 
suppose that he adopted the prejudices and resait- 
ments of the Duchess of Hamilton. 

I knew it was the rule of modern high life not to 
drink to any body ; but that I might have the satis- 
faction for once to look the duchess in the face, with 
a glass in my hand, I with a respectful air addressed 
her, — " My Lady Duchess, I have the honour to 
drink your grace's good health." — ^I repeated the 
words audibly, and with a steady countenance. 
This was, perhaps, rather too much ; but son^e al- 
lowance must be made for human feelings.. 

The duchess was very attentive to Dr. Jdhnson. 
I know not how a middle state came to be men* 
tiotied. Her grace wished to hear him on that 
point. " Madam, (said he,) your own relation, 
Mr. Archibald Campbell, can tell you better about 
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It than I can. He was a bishop of the nonjuring 
communion, and wrote a book upon the subject*," 
-^He engaged to get it for her grace. He aftei*- 
wards gave a full history of Mr. Archibald Camp- 
bell, which I am sorry I do not recollect particu- 
larly. He said, Mr. Campbell had been bred a Vio- 
lent Whig, but afterwards " kept better company, 
and became a Tory.*' He said this with a srhile, in 
pleasant allusion, as I thought, to the opposition be- 
tween his own political principles and those of the 
duke*s clan. He added that Mr. Campbell, aftef 
the revolution, was throwrf into gaoh on account 
of his tenets ; but, on application by letter to 
the old Lord Townshend, was released: that he al- 
ways spoke of his Lordship with great gratitude^ 
^y^^gy " though a Pf^higy he had humanity.** 

Dr. Johnson and I passed some time together, in 
June 1784, at Pembroke .college, Oxford, with the 
Reverend Dr. Adams, the master ; and I having ex- 
pressed a regret that my note relative to Mr. Archi- 
bald Campbell was imperfect, he was then so good 

• As this book is now become very scarce, I shall sabjoin the title, 
ivhich is curious : 

" The Doctrines of a Middle State between Death and the Resuf'* 
V fection * Of Prayers for the Dead : And the Necessity of Puriiiea- 
" tion 'y plainly proved from the holy Scriptures, and the Writings 
" of the Fathers of the Primitive Church : and acknowledged by se- 
" veral learned Fathers and Great Divines of the Church nf Et%- 
<* gland and others sinee the Reformation < To which is added, an 
*' Appendix concerning the Descent of the Soul of Christ into Hell^ 
•* while his Body lay in the Grave. Together witb the Judgment 
'* of the Reverend Dr. Hickes concerning this Book, so far as re- 
*' lates to a Middle State, particular Judgment, and Prayers for the 
*** Dead as it appeared in the first Edition. And a Manuscript of the 
*• Right Reverend Bishop Overall upon the Subject of a Middle State, 
^* and never before printed. Also, a Preservative against several of the 
'< Errors of the Roman Church, in six amall Treatises. By the Ho- 
^ nourable Archibald Campbell." Folio, ]7«1. 

B B 2 



$rfi JOURNAL OP A TOUft 

as to write witli his own hand, on the blank ppge 
of my Journal, opposite to that which containt 
what I have mentioned, the following paragraph; 
which, however, is not quite so full as the narrative 
be gave at Inveraray : 

*^ The Honourable Archibald Campbeli. wasj 
" I believe^ the Nephew of the Marquis of Argyle. 
*^ He began life by engaging in MonmoutKs rebellion^ 
^' awrf, to escape the laiv^ livedsome time in Surinam^ 
*^ When "he returned^ he became zealous for episcopacy 
** and monarchy ; and at the Revolution adhered not 
*^ only to the Nonjurors, but to those who refused to 
'* communicate with the Church of England^ or to ic 
*' present at any worship where the usurper was men^ 
*' tioned as king. He was, 1 believe, more than once 
** apprehended in the reign of King William^ and once 
*^ at the accession of George, He was the familiar 
** friend of Hicks and Nelson ; a man of letters^ but 
*^ tTtjudiciotcs ; and very curious and inquisitive^ but 
*^ credulous. He lived in 1743, or 44, about 7fr 
•* years old." 

The subject of luxury having been introduced. 
Dr. Johnson defended it, " We have now (said 
he) a splendid dinner before us ; which of all these 
dishes is unwholesome ?" The duke asserted, that he 
had observed the grandees of Spain diminished in 
their size by luxury. Dr. Johnson politely refrained 
from opposing directly an observation which the 
duke himself had made; but said, ''Man must be 
very different from other animals, if he is diminish- 
ed by good living ; for the size of all other animals 
U increased by it." I made some remark that seemed 
to imply a belief in second sight. The duchess said. 
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*^ I fancy you will be a Methodist.'*' — ^This was the 
only sentence her grace deigned to utter to me ; and 
I take it for granted, she thought it a good hit on 
my credulity in the Douglas cause. 

A gentleman in company, after dinner, was de- 
sired by the duke to go into another room, for a spe- 
cimen of curious marble, which his grace wished to 
shew us. He brought a wrong piece, upon which the 
duke sent him back again. He could not refuse ; 
but, to avoid any appearance of servility, he whistled 
tis he walked out of the room, to shew his indepen- 
dency. On my mentioning this afterwards to Dr. 
Johnson, he said, it was a nice trait of character. 

Dr. Johnson talked a great deal, and was so en- 
tertaining, that Lady Betty Hamilton, after dinner, 
went and placed her chair close to his, leaned upon 
the back of it, and listened eagerly. It would have 
made a fine picture to have drawn tbe Sage and her 
at this time in their several attitudes. He did not 
know, all the while, how much he was honoured. 
I told him afterwards. I never saw him so gentle, 
and complaisant as this day. 

"We went to tea. The duke and I walked up and 
down the drawing-rooni> conversing. , The duchess 
^tillcohtinued to shew the same marked coldness 
for me ; for which, though I suffered from it, | 
made every allowance, considering the very warm 
part that I had taken for Douglas, in the cause in 
which she thought her son deeply interested. Had 
not her grace discovered some displeasure towards 
itie, I should have suspected her of insensibility or! 
dissimulation. 

Her grace made Dr. Johnson come and sit by her, 
and asked him why he made his journey so late in 
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the year. ^' Why, madam, (said he,) you know 
^r. Boswell must attend the Court of Session, and 
it does not rise till th^ twelfth of August." — She 
said, with spme sharpness, " I inow nothing of Mr, 
Boswell.'* Poor Lady Lucy Pouglas, to whom I 
mentioned this, observed, ** She knew too, much of 
Mr. Poswell." I shall make no remark on her 
grace's speech. I indeed felt it as rather too severe ; 
but when I recollected that my punishment was in- 
flicted by so digni^ed a beauty, I had that kind of 
consolation which a man would feel who is strangled 
by a silken cord. Dr» Johnson was all attention to 
her grace. He used afterwards ,a droll expression, 
upon her enjoying* the three titles of Hamilton, 
Brandon, and Argyle. Borrowing an image from 
the Turkish empire, he called her a Duchess with 
three tails f 

He was much pleased with our visit at the castle 
of Inver^iray. The Duke of Argyle was exceed* 
ingly polite to him, and, upon his complaining of 
the shelties which he had hitherto ridden being too 
small for him, his grace told him he should be 
provided with a good hors§ to carry hirp next 

4ay, 

Mr. John IVI'Aulay passed the evening with us at 
Qur inn. When Dr. Johnson spoke of people whose 
principles were good, but whose practice was faulty, 
Mr. M^Aulay said, he had no notion of people being 
in earnest in their good professions, whose practice 
lyas qot suitable to them. The Doctor grew warm, 
^lid 3aid, ** Sir, you are so grossly ignorant of 
)iUmap nature, as not to know that a man may be 
rery sincere in good principles, witJiQut havipg 
good practice f" . 
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.Dr. Johnsoii was uDqoestionably in 'the right; 
and whoever examines himself candidly, will be sa- 
tisfied of it, though the inconsistency between prin- 
ciples and practice are greater in some men than in 
others. 

I recollect very little of this night's conversation. 
I am sorry that indolence came on me towards the 
conclusion of our journey, so that I did not write 
down what passed with the same assiduity as during 
th^ greatest part of it. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26. 

Mr. M'Aulay breakfasted with us, nothing hurt 
or dismayed by his last night's correction. Being a 
man of good sense, he had a just admiration of 
Dr. Johnson. 

Either yesterday morning, or this, I cqmmu- 
litcated to Dr. Johnson, from Mr. M^Aulay's infor- 
mation, the news that Dr. Beattie had got a pension 
of two hundred pounds a year. He sat up in his 
bed, clapped his hands, and cried, ^^ O brave we!" — 
a peculiar exclamation of his when he rejoices *. 

As we sat over our tea, Mr. Home's Tragedy of 
Douglas was mentioned. I put Dr. Johnson in mind, 
that once, in a coffee house at Oxford, he called to 
old Mr. Sheridan, " How came you. Sir, to give 
Home a gold metal for writing that foolish play ?** 
and defied Mr. Sheridan to shew ten good lines in it. 
He did not insist they should be together ; but that 
there were not ten good lines in the whole play. He 
now persisted in this. I endeavoured to defend that 

* Having mentioned, more than once, that my Journal was perused 
by Dr. Johnson^ I think it proper to iuform my rtadcrs.that tbis^is 
the last paragraph which he read. 
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path^tick and beautiful tragedy^ and repeated the 
£oUowiQg passage : 

Siscerily, 
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** Thou first of virtues \ let no mortal leave 
'' Thy onward path, although the earth shoald gape^ 
" And from the golph of hell destruction cry, 
** To take dissimulation's winding way." 

Johnson. ** That will not do, sir. Nothing is 
good but what is consistent with truth or probabilityt 
which this is not. Juvenal^ indeed, gives us a noble 
picture of inflexible virtue : 

" Esto bonus miles^ tutor bonus^ arbiter idem 
*' Integer : ambiguse si quando citabere testis, 
'* Incertaeque rei, Phalaris licet impcret, ut sis 
"^ Falsus, et admoto dictet perjuria tauro, 
** Summum crede nefas animam praeferre pudori, 
^' Et propter vitarti vivendi perdere causas *.*• 

He repeated the lines with great force and dig- 
nity ; then added, *^ And, after this, comes Johnny 
Home, with his earth \ gaping^ and his destruction 
crying : — Pooh '^'P 

• An honest guardian, arbitrator just^ 
Be thou; thy station deema«acred trust. 
With thy good sword seaintain thy country's causey 
In every action venerate its laws : 
The lie suborn'd if falsely urgM to swear. 
Though torture wait thee, tortvte firefly bear; 
To forfeit honopr, think the bluest shame. 
And life loo dearly bought by loss of fame ; 
Nor to preseive it, with thy virtue give 
That for which only man should wish to live. 

For this and the other translations to which no signature is affixed, 
I am indebted to the &ien4 whose observations a^re mentioned in the 
pAtos, pp. 60, t^pd 4l0t 

1 1 am sorry that I was uplucky in my quotation. But noiwitJi* 
standing the acuteness of Dr. Johnson's criticism, an^ the power of 
hi9 ridicule, the Tragedy pf Douglas stil} cpptiw^^ ^tt \it geocrally 
ind Reservedly admiredf 
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While we were lamenting the number of ruined 
religious buildings which we had lateljf seen/ I 
spoke with peculiar feeling of the miserable neglect 
of the chapel belonging to the palace of Holyrood« 
hpuse, in which are deposited the remains of many 
of the Kings of Scotland, and of many of our no- 
bility. I said, it was a disgrace to the country thsA 
it was not repaired : and particularly complainerf; 
that my friend Douglas, the representative of a great 
house, and proprietor df a vast estate, should sjuf-^ 
fer the sacred spot where his mother lies interred, to 
be unroofed, and exposed to all the inclemencies of 
the weather. Dr. Johnson, who, I know not how, 
had formed an opinion on the Hamilton side, in the 
Douglas cause, slily answered, ** Sir, sir, don't be too 
severe upon the gentleman ; don't accuse him of 
want of filial piety ! Lady Jane Douglas was not 
his mother." — He roused my zeal so much that I 
took the liberty to tell him be knew nothing of the 
cause : which I do most seriously believe was the 
case. 

We were now ** in a country of bridles and sad- 
dles," and set out fully equipped. The Duke of 
Argyle was obliging enough to mount Dr. Johnson 
on a stately steed from his grace's stable. My friend 
was highly pleased, and Joseph said, ^^ He now 
looks like a bishop.*' 

We dined at the inn at Tarbat, and at night came 
to Rosedow, the beatiful seat of Sir James Colqun 
houn, on the banks of Lochlomond, where I, and . 
any friends whom I have introduced, have ever been 
received with kind and elegant hospitality. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBEB VJ \ 

When 1 went into Dr. Johnson's room this morn^ 
itagjj observed to him how wonderfully courteous he 
had been at Inveraray, and said, *^ You were quite a 
fine gentleman, when with the duchess." He an- 
swered, in good hupiour, " Sir, I look upon myself 
as a v^ry polite man :'* and he was right, in a proper 
manly sense of the word. As an immediate proof 
of it, let me observe, that he would hot send back the 
Duke of Argyle's horse without a letter of thanks^ 
which I copied. 

TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF ARGYIiB. 
^' MY LORD, 

** THAT kindness which disposed your 
grace to supply me with the horse, which I have now 
returned, will make you pleased. to hear that he has 
oarried me well. 

" By my diligence in the little commission with 
which \ was honoured by the duchess, I will endea* 
vour to shew how hi^ly I value the favours which 
1 have received, and how much I desire 4o be^ 
thought, 

" My Lord, 
** Your grace's most obedient, 
** and most humble servant, 

" Sam. JoHirsoN.** 

.Rosedawy Oct 2g, 1773, 

\ The duke, was so attentive to his respectable guest, 
that on the same day, he wrote him an wswer, 
which was received at Auchinleck ; 
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TO DH. JOHlfSON, AUCHINLECK^ ATBSHIBK. 
^' SIR, 

** I am glad to hear your journey from this 
place was not unpleasant, in regard to your horse. 
I wish I could have supplied you with good weather^ 
which I am afraid you felt the want of. 

** The Ducliess of Argyle desires her compli- 
ments to you, and is much obliged to you for re- 
, membering her commission. I am, sir, 

*^ Your most obedient humble servant, 

*^ Abgylb,** 

Invenuray, Oct. S9^ 177S. 

I am happy to insert every memorial of the ho- 
nour done to my great friend. Indeed, I was^t all 
times desirous to preserve the letters which he re-* 
ceived from eminent persons, of which, as of all 
other papers, he was very negligent; and I once 
proposed to him, that they should be committed to 
my care,, as his Cusios Rotulorum. I wish he had 
compli^ with my request, as by that means many 
valuable writings might have been preserved, that 
^re now lost *. 

After breakfast. Dr. Johnson and I were furnished 
with 9 boat, and sailed about^ upon Locklomond, 
and landed on some of the islands which are inter- 

• As a xemarbable instance of his negligence, I remember some 
years ago to have found lying loose in his study, and without the 
cover, which contained the address, a Utter to hhn from Lord Thur* 
low, to whom he had made an ap[)lication as Chancellor, in behalf •£ 
ji poor literary friend. It was expressed in such terms of respect for X)r* 
Johnson, that, in my zeal for his reputation^ I renAonstrated warmly 
lyrith him on his strange inattention, and obtained his permission to 
take a copy of it ; by which probably it has been preserved, as the 
Driginal I have reason to suppose is lost. 
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spersed. He was much pleased with the scene, 
which is 'SO well known by the accounts of various 
travellers, that it is unnecessary for me to attempt 
any description of it, 

I recollect none of his conversation, except that, 
when talking of dress, he said, " Sir, were I to 
have any thing fine, it fihpuld be very fine. Were 
I to wear a* ring, it should not be a bauble, but a 
«tone of great value. Were I to wear a laced or 
embroidered waistcoat, it should be very rich. I 
had once a very rich laced waistcoat, which I wore 
the first night of my tragedy." 

Lady Helen Colquhoun being a very pious wo- 
man, the conversation, after dinner, took a religious 
turn. Her ladyship defended the presbyterian mode 
of public worship; upon which Dr. Johnson d€f- 
livered those excellent arguments for a form of prayer 
which he has introduced into his " Journey.*' I am 
thyself fully convinced that a form of prayer for 
publrck worship is in general most decent and edU 
fying. Solennia verba have a kind of prescriptive 
fl(knctity, and make a deeper impression on the miftd 
^han extemporaneous effusions, in which, as we 
Jcnow not what they are to be, we cannot readily 
acquiesce. Yet I would allow ako of a certain por- 
tion of extempore address, as occasion may require. 
This is the practide of the French Protestant 
churches. And although the office of forming sup- 
plications to the throne of Heaven is, in my mind^ 
too great a trust to be indiscriminately committed 
to the discretion pf every minister, I do not mean 
to deny that sincere devotion may be experienced 
when joining in prayer with those who use na 
Liturgy. 
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We wer^ favoured with Sir James ColquliQun's 
eoach to convey us in the evening to Cameron, the 
sefit of Commissary SmoUet. Our satisfaction of 
finding ourselves again in a comfortable carriage 
viras very great. We had d pleasing conviction of 
%\\^ commodipiisness of civilization, and heartily 
Ifttighed at the ravings qf tho9e absurd visionartea 
whp have attempted to persuade us of the superior 
advantages of a ^iate of nocture* 

Mr. SmoU^t was a man of considerable learning, 
\yith abundance of animal spirits ; so that he was a 
very good companion for Dr. Johnson, who said t6 
me, ^^ We have h^d more solid talk here than at any > 
place where we have been.'* 

I remember Dr. Johnson gave us this evening 
ail able and eloquent discourse on the Origin of Evil f; 
^X\d on the consistency of moral evil with the power 
and goodness. of God. He shewed us how it arose 
from our free agency, an extinction of which would 
be a still greater evil than any we experience. I 
know not that he said any thing absolutely new, but 
be said a great deal wonderfully well ; and perceiv^ 
ing us to be delighted and satisfied, he eoncIude<l 
his harangue with an air of benevolent triumph 
over an objection which has distressed many worthy 
minds : <V This then is the answer to the question^ 
n^Ofy TO K<»xoi» V — Mrs. Smollet whispered me, that 
it was the best sermon she had ever heard. Much 
do I upbraid myself for having neglected to pre- 
serve it. 

* 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28* 

Mr. Smollet pleased Dr. Johnson, by producing 
a collection of news-papers in the time of the Usurpa* 

1 
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tion, from which it appeared that all softs of crittiei 
were very frequent during that horrible anarchy* 
By the side of the high road to Glasgow, at some 
distance frojn his house, he had erected a pillar to 
the memory of his ingenious kinsman, Dn SmoUet ; 
and he consulted Dr. Johnson as to an inscription 
for it. Lord Kames^ who^ though he had a great 
r store of knowledge, with much ingenuity^ and on- 
common activity of mind^ was no profound scholar^ 
had it seems recommended an English inscription. 
Dr. Johnson treated this with great contempt, say-* 
tng, '^ An English inscription would be a disgrace 
to Dr. Smollet ;** and, in answer to what Lord 
Karnes had urged, as to the advantage of its being 
in English, because it would be generally under- 
stood, I observed, that all to whom Dr. SmolletV 
merit could be an object of respect and imitation, 
would understand it as well in Latin ; and that sure* 
ly it was not meant for the Highland drovers, or 
other such people, who pass and repass that way. 

We were then shewn a Latin inscription, pro- 
posed for this monument/ Dr. Johnson sat down 
with an ardent and liberal earnestness to revise it, 
and greatly improved it by several additions and 
variations. I unfortunately did not take a copy of 
it, as it originally stood ; but I have happily pre- 
served every fragment of what Dr. Johnson wrote : 

Quisquis ades, vialor, 

Vel rpente felix, vel studiis cultuS, 

Immorare paululum memoriae 

TOBIiE SMOLLET, M. D. 

Viri lis virtutibus 

Qoas in homitie et cive 

£t laudes, et imiteris, 
♦ ♦ ♦ * ♦ 
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Postquam mira * * * 

Se «*.#♦♦**♦• 

♦ * ♦ • 

Tali tantoque viro, suo patrueli, 
««*«)»* 

Hanc oolomnam, 

Amoris ehea ! inaae monamentum, 

In ipsis Levinise ripis^ 

Qaas prlmis in&ns vagitibus personuit, 

Versiculitqae jam fem moritaras iilustravit^ 

Ponendam curavit * 



« The q>itapii which has been inscribed on the pllfar erected on 
the banks of the Leven, in honour of Dr. SmoUet, is as follows. 
The part which was written by Dr. Johnson, it appears, has been 
altered; whether for the better, the reader will judge. The aitera« 
tioos are dbtinguished by Italicks. ' , ' 

Siste viator ! 
Si lepores ingeniique venam benignam. 
Si inorum callidissimum pictorem, 
Unquam es miratus, 
Immorare paululum memorise 
TOBIiE SMOLLET, M. 0. 
Viri virtu tibus hisce 
Quas in homtne et cive 
£t laudes et imiteris, 
Haud mediocriter ornati : 
Qui in lileris varii versatus, 
Postquam felicitate sili proprU 
Sese posteris.commendaverat, 
Morte acerba raptus 
Annoaetatis 5\, 
£heu ! quam procul a patria ! 
Ptope Liburni portum in Italia^ 

Jacet sepultus. 

Tali tantoque viro^ patrueli suo« 

Cui in decursu lampada 

Se potius tradidisse decuit, 

Hanc Columnaro, 

Amoris^ eheu 1 inane monumentum 

In ipsis^ Leviaiai ripis, 

Quas vtTsiculis tuh exitu vita illustratas 
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We had this morning a singular proof of Dr» 
Johnson's quick and retentive memory. Hay's 
translation of Martial was lying in a window^ I said, 
I thought it was pretty well done, and shewed him 
a particular epigram, I think, of ten, l)ut am cer- 
tain of eight, lines. He read it, and ' tossed away 
the book, saying — ^* No, it is not pretty welL" As 
I persisted in my opinion, he said, ^* Why, sir, 
the original is thus," — (and he repeated it ;) *^ and 
this man's translation is thus,"— and then he re- 
peated that also, exactly, though he had never seen 
it before, and read, it over only onpe, and that too, 
without any intention of getting tt by heart. 

Here a post-ehatse, which I had ordered from 
Glasgow, came for us, and we drove on in high 
spirits. We stopped at Dunbarton, and though 
the approach to the castle there is very steep, Dr. 
Johnson ascended it with alacrity, and surveyed all 
that was to be seen. During the whole of our Tour 
he shewed uncommon spirit,' could not bear to be 
treated like an old or infirm man, and was very un- 
willing to accept of any assistance, insomuch that, 
at our landing at Icolmkill, when Sir Allan McLean 
and I submitted to be carried on men's shoulders 
from the boat to the shore, as it could not be 
brought quite close to land, he sprang into the sea, 
and waded vigorously out. 

Primis infans Tagiiibus personuit, 
Ponendam curavit 
Jacobus SMOLtftTdd Boahill 
Abi et remini9cere« 
Hocquidein hotMyre, 
Non niodo defuncti memorfs* 
Verum etiam exemplo, prospectum esse f 
Aliis enirn^ si modo digni sint. 
Idem erlt virtutis praemium t . 
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On our arrival at the Saracen's Head Inn^ at 
Glasgow, I was made happy by good accounts from 
home; and Dr. Johnson, who had not received a 
single letter since we left Aberdeen, found here a 
great many, the perusal of which entertained him 
much. He enjoyed in imagination the comforts 
which we could now command, and seemed to be 
in high glee. I remember, he put a leg up oir 
each side of the grate, and said, with a mock so- 
lemnity, by way of soliloquy, but loud enough for 
me to hear it, ^^ Here am I^ an English man, sit* 
ting by a coal fire.'* 

FRIDAY, OCToiEJi 2^. 

The professors of the university being infofmed 
of our arrival. Dr. Stevenson, Dr. Reid, and Mr. 
Anderson, breakfasted with us. Mr. Anderson ac- 
companied us while Dr. Johnson viewed this beauti* 
ful city. He had told ,me, that one day in Lon« 
don, when Dr. Adam Smith was boasting of it, he 
turned to him and said, " Pray, sir, have you ever 
seen Brentford ?"— This was surely a strong instance 
of his impatience, and spirit of contradiction. I put 
him in mind of it to-day, .while he expressed his ad- 
miration of the elegant buildings, and whispered him^ 
*' Don t you feel some remorse ?'* 

We were received in the college by a number of 
the professors, who shewed all due respect to Dr. 
Johnson ; and then we paid a visit to the principal, 
Dr. Leechman, at his own house, where Dr. John- 
son bad the satisfaction of being told that his name 
had been gratefully celebrated in one of the paro- 
chial cot)gr^ations in the Highlands, as the person 
to whose influence it was chiefly owing, that the 

Cc 



»b6 journal op a tour 

New Testament was allowed to be tranalated into 
the Erse languagie. It seems ,some political mem- 
bers of the Society in 3cotland for propagating 
Christiaji Knowledge, had opposed this pious under- 
taking, as tending to preserve the distinction be« 
tween the Highlanders and Lowlanders. Dr. John- 
ton wrote a long letter upon the subject to a friend, 
^hich being shewn to them, made them ashamed, 
and afraid of being publii^ly exposed; so they 
were forced to a compliance. It is now in my pos- 
session, and is, perhaps, one of the best productions 
of his masterly pen. 

Professors Reid and Anderson, and the two 
Messieurs Foulis, the Elzevirs of Glasgow, dined 
and drank tea with us at our inn, after which the 
professors went away ; and I, having a letter to 
write, left my fellow-traveller with Messieurs Foulis. 
Though good and ingenious men, they had that up- 
'settled speculative mode of conversation ^hich is 
x)frensive to a man regularly taught at an English 
school and university. I found that, iqstead of 
listening to the dictates of the Sage, they h^d teazed 
him with questions and doul^tful disputations. He 
came in a flutter to me, and desired I mjght cpiue 
back again, for he could not bear these n>en. ' ^* O 
ho ! sir, (said I,) you are flying to me for refuge !^ 
He never, in any situation, was at a lops for. a ready 
repartee. He answered, with a quicjc viva.Qity, ^^It 
is of two evils choosing the lea,st.^* I was^delighted 
with this flash bursting from the clpud which hung 
upon his mind, closed my letter directly, and joined 
the company. 

We supped at professor Anderson's. The gene« 
ral impression upon my iQ^mory is^ that we had not 
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.xpVich conversation at.Ql^sgow, where the professors, 
Jike their brethren ^t Aberdeen, did not venture 
.to expose themselves much to the battery of cannon 
which they knew might play upon;themi Dr. John* 
son, who was, fully conscious of his own superior 
powers, afterwards praised Principal .Robertson fqr 
his caution in th) is respect. He said to me; ";Jlo- 
bertson, sir, was in \he, right. Robertson is a map 
,of eminence, and the hea^ qf ,a college ^t Efjin- 
bi^rgh. .He had a character to maintain^ ^nd did 
well not to risk its being lessened." 

SATURDAY, OCTQBEiR 30. 

We set oqt towards Ayrshire. I sent Joseph oH 
to Loudoun^ wjth a message, that, if the earl was 
8t home, Dr. Jqhnso/i and I would |iave.the honour 
to dine. with, him. Joseph met us. on the road, and 
reported that , the , earl ^^^ jumped for joy i'\ and .said, 
** I shall be very happy to see them.'*-:- We were re- 
ceived with a most pleasing courtesy by his lordship, 
andby the counters his mother, who, in her ninety- 
fifth year, Ijad lall her faculties quite unimpaired. 
This was a.veryxheering .^ight. to I)r. Johnson, who 
had an extraordinary desire for long life. Her lady- 
ship was s^ensible and well-informed, and had seen 
a great deal of the world. Her lord had held seve- 
ral high offices, and she was sister to the great Earl 
of Stair* 

I cannot here refrain from paying a just tribute 
to the character of John Earl of Loudoqn, who did 
more service Ip the county of Ayr in general, as 
well as to individuals in it^ than any man we have 
ever had. . It is painful to think that he met witjfi 
much ingratitude from per sons,. ho jii in high and 
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low rank : but such was his temper, such his kndW- 
iedge of "base mankind*," that, as if he had ex- 
pected no other return, his mind was never soured, 
and he retained his good-humour and benevolence 
to the last. The tenderness of his heart was proved 
in 1745-6, when he had an important command in 
the H^hlands, and behaved with a generous hu- 
manity to the unfortunate, I cannot figure a more 
honest politician ; for, though his interest in our 
County was great, and generally successful, he not 
only did not deceive by fallacious promises, but 
was anxTous that people should not deceive them- 
selves by too sanguine expectations. His kind and 
dutiful attention to his mother was unremitted. 
At his house was true hospitality ; a plain but a 
plentiful table ; and every guest, being left at per- 
fect freedom, felt himself quite easy and happy. 
While I live, I shall honour the memory of this 
amiable man. 

At night, we advanced a few miles farther, to 
the house of Mr. Campbell of Treesbank, who was 
married to one of my wife's sisters, and were enter- 
tained very agreeably by a worthy couple. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31. 

Wereposed here in tranquillity. Dr. Johnson was 
pleased to find a numerous and excellent collection 
of books, which had mostly belonged to the Re- 
verend Mr. John Campbell, brother of our host. 
i was desirous to have procured for my fellow-tra- 
veller, to-day, the company of Sir John Cuning- 
hame, of Caprington, whose castl^ was but two 
tniles from us. lie was a very distinguished scholar, 

* The unwilling gratitude of base mankioid. Pope. 
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was long abroad, and during part of the time lived 
much with the learned Cuninghame, the opponent of' 
Bentley as a critick upon Horace. He wrote Latin 
with great elegance, and, what is very remarkable, 
read Homer and Ariosto through every year. I 
wrote to him to request he would come to us ; but 
unfortiinately he was prevented by indisposition. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBEK 1. 

Though Dr. Johnson was lazy, and averse to 
move, I insisted that he should go with me, and pay 
a visit to . the Countess of Eglintoune, mother of 
the late and present earl. I dsgured him, he would 
find himself amply recompensed for the trouble ; 
and he yielded to my solicitations, though with some 
unwillingness. We were well mounted, and had 
not many miles to ride.' He talked of the attention 
that is necessary in order to distribute our charity ju- 
diciously. " If thoughtlessly done, we may neglect 
the most deserving objects; and, 3S every man has 
l?ut a certain proportion to give, if it is lavished 
upon those who first present themselves, there may 
be nothing left for such as have a better claim. ^ A 
m^n should first relieve those who are nearly con- 
nected with him, by whatever tie ; and then, if he 
])as any thing to spare, may extend his bounty to a 
wider circle." 

^s we passed yery near the castle of Dundonald, 
which was one of the many residences of the king^ 
of Scotland, and in which Robert the Second liyp4 
and died. Dr. Johnson wished to survey it particu- 
larly. It stands on a beautiful rising ground, which 
fs seen at a great distance on several quarters, and 
ffojn M^hpnce there is an extensive prospect of the 
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rich district of Cuninghame, the western sea, the 
islfeof Arran, and a part of the northern coast of 
Ireland. It hasJong been unroofed; and, though 
of considerable size, we could not, by any power of 
imagination, figure it as having been a suitable ha- 
bitation for majesty. Dr. Johnson, to irritate my' 
old Scottish enthusiasm, was very jocular on the 
homely accommodation of " King Bob^'* and roared 
and laughed till the ruins echoed. • 

Lady Eglintoune, though she was now in her 
pighty-fifth year, and had lived in the retirement of 
the country for almost half a century, was still a' 
Very agreeable woman. She was of the noble house 
bf Kennedy, and had all the elevation which the 
fjonscionsness of such birth inspires. Her figure was* 
liiajestick, her manners high-bred, her reading ex- 
tensive, and her conversation elegant. She had 
been the admiration of the gay circles of life, and 
tlie patroness of poets. Dr. Johnson was delighted 
with his reception here. Her principles in church 
and state were congenial with his. She knew all 
his merit, and had heard much of him from her 
son, Earl Alexander, who loved to' cultivate the 
ftcquaintance pf men of talents, in ev^ry depart-*" 
nient. 

Aill who kne\y hjs lordship, will allow that his 
understanding and accomplishments were of no or- 
dinary rate. From the gay habits which he had 
isivly acqiiifed, he spent too much of his time with 
rned, and in pursuits far beneath such a mind as 
his. He afterwards became sensible of it, and 
^urtied his thoughts' to objects of importance ; but 
was cut Off ?n the prime of his life. I cannot speak. 
loni Willi' emotion's of the most affectionate regret, 
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of one, in whose company many of my early days 
were passed, and to whose kindness I wafe much 
indebted. 

Often must I have occasion to upbraid myself, 
that soon after our return to the main land,- 1 allowed 
indolence to prevail over me sp muCh, as to shrink 
from the labour of continuing my journal with the 
same minuteness as before ; sheltering myself in the 
thought, that we had done with the Hebrides ; and 
n6t considering, that Dr. Johnson's Memorabilia 
were likely to be more valuable when we were ve-^ 
stored to a more polished society. Much has thus 
been irrecoverably lost. 

In the course of our conversation this day, it 
came out, that Lady Eglintoune was married the 
year before Dr. Johnson was born ; upon which she 
graciously said to him, that she might have been his 
mother ; and that she now adopted him ; and when* 
we were going away, she embraced him, saying, 
^^ My dear' son, farewell !" — My friend was much 
pleased with this day's entertainment, and awned 
that I had done well* to force him out. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2. 

We were now in a country not only '^ of saddles 
and bridles j^ but of post-^chaises ; aUd having ordered 
one from Kilmarnock, we got to Auchinlecjc before 
dinner. 

My father was not quite a year and a half older 
than Dr. Johnson ; bilt his conscientious discharge 
of his laborious duty as a judge in Scotland, where 
the law proceedings are almost all in writing,-^a se- 
vere complaint which ended in his death, — and the 
loss of my mother^ ^ woman of almpst unexampled 
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piety and goodneee^ — ^had before thife time in some 
degree affected his spirits, and rendered him less 
disposed to exert his faculties : for he had originally 
9 very strong mind, and -cheerful temper. He 
assured me, he never had felt one moment of what 
is called low spirits, or uneasiness, without a real 
cause. He had a great many good stories, which 
he told uncommonly well, and he was remarkable 
for *• humour, incolumi gravitate^'* as Lord Mon^ 
boddo used to characterise it. His age, his office, 
and his character, had long given him an acknow- 
ledged claim to great attention, in whatever compa- 
ny he was ; and he could ill brook any diminution of 
it. He was as sanguine a Whig and Presbyterian, 
as Dr. Johnson was a Tory and Church of £ng« 
land man : and as he had not much leisure to be in- 
formed of Dr. Johnson's great merits by reading 
his. works, he had a partial and unfavourable 
notion of him, founded on his supposed political 
tenets ; which were so discordant to his own, that, 
instead of speaking of hin> with that respect to which 
he was entitled, he used to call him ^^ a Jacobite 
fellow** Kdowing all this, I should not have ven- 
tured to bring them together, had not my father, 
out of kindness, to me, desired me to invke Dr. 
Johnson to his house. -..^ 

I was very anxious that all should be well; 
and begged of my friend to avoid three topicks, as 
to which they differed very widely ; Whiggism, Pres- 
byterianism, . and — Sir John Pringle. He said 
courteously, ^^ I shall certainly not talk on subjects 
which I am told are disagreeable to a gentleman 
under who^ roof I am ; especially, I shall not do 
SO to your father *\ 
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Oar first djiy went off very smoothly. It rained, 
and we could not get out ; but my father shewed Dr* 
Johnson his library^ which in curious editions of 
the Greek and Roman classicks, is, I suppose, not 
excelled by any private collection in Great Britain. 
My father had studied at Leyden, and been very 
intimate with the Gronovii, and other learned men 
there. He was a sound scholar, and, in particular, 
had collated manuscripts £tnd different editions of 
Anacreon, and others of the Greek Lyrick poets, 
with great care ; so that my friend and he had much 
matter for conversation, without touciiing on the 
fatal topicks of difference. 

. Dr. Johnson found here Baxter's Anacreon^ which 
he told me he had long enquired for in vain, and 
began to suspect there was no such book. Baxter 
was the keen antagonist of Barnes. His life is in 
the Biographia Britannica. My father has written 
many notes on. this book, and Dr. Johnson and I 
talked of having it reprinted. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3. 

It rained ^U day, and gave Dr. Johnson an im? 
pression of that incommodiousness of climate in the 
west, of which he has taken notice in his " Journey ;** 
but, being well accommodated, and furnished with 
variety of books, he was not dissatisfied. 

Some gentlemen of the neighbourhood came to 
visit my father ; but there was little conversation. 
One of them asked Dr. Johnson how he liked the 
Highlands. The question seemed to irritate him, 
for he answered, ** How, sir, can you ask me what 
obliges me to speak unfavourably of a country 
^bere I have been hospitably entertained ? Who can 
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like the Highlands ?— I like the inhabitants very 
wgll,* * ■ -T he gentleman asked no more ques- 
tions; 

Let me row make up for the present neglect, by 
again gleaning from the past. At Lord Monboddo's, 
after the converaation upon the decrease of learning 
in Engliand, his Lordship mentioned Htrmes by Mr. 
Harris of Salisbury, as the work of a living aluthour^ 
for \^oin he had a great respect; Dr. Johnson said 
nothing at the tiihe; but when we were in our post- 
chaise, be told me, he thought Harris '" a coxcomb/* 
This he said of him, not as a man, but as an au« 
tbour ; and I give his opinions of men and books^ 
faithfuHyy whether they agree with my own, or not. 
I do admit, that there always appeared to me some- 
thing of affectation in Mr. Harris's manner of 
writing; something- of a habit of clothing plain 
thoughts in analytick and categorical formality. 
But all his writings are imbued with learning; and 
all breathe that philanthropy and amiable disposition^ 
which distinguished him as a man**^. 

At another time, during our Tour, he drew the 
character of a rapacious Highland Chief with the 

* This gentleman^ though devoted to the study of grammar and 
^ialecticks, was not so absorbed in it as to be without a sense of 
pleasantry, or to be oiTended at his favourite>tbpick8 being treated 
lightly. I one day met him in the street^ as £ was hastening to the 
House of Lords, and told him, I was sorry I could not stop, being 
.lather too late to attend an appeal of the Duke of Hamilton against 
J)6uglas. '* I thought (said he) their contest had been over long 
ago.** I answered, " The contest concerning Douglases 61iation waa 
over long ago ; but the contest now is, who shall have t)ie estate.*^ 
T^hen, assuming the air of ** an ancient sage philosopher,** I proceeded 
thus: * "Wtx^lio predicate concerning him, I should say, the con- 
test formerly was. What u he? The contest now is. What Aa^ he ?*— « 
*' Right, (replied Mr. Harris^ SQulipgi) you have done with ^ualit^^ 
and have got into quantity,** 
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strength ofTheophfasius or laBruyere ; concluding 
with these words : " Sir^ he has no more thie soul 
of a Chief, than an attorney who has twenty housed 
in a street, and considers how much he can make 
l^ them.*' 

He this day, when we were by ourselves, obServ^^ 
how common it was for people to talk from books ; 
to retail the sentiments of others, and not their 
own ; in short, to converse without any originality 
of thinking. lie was pleased to say, ^^ You and I 
do not talk from books." 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4. 

I was glad to have at length a very fine day, on 
which I could shew Dr. Johnson the Place of my 
family, which he has honoured with so much atten- 
tion in hisT " Journey." He is, however, mistaken 
in thinking that the Celtick name, Auchinleckj has; 
jio relation to the natural appearance of it. I be- 
lieve every Celtick name of a place will be found* 
Very descriptive, jiuchirilech does not signify a stony 
Jield^ as he has said, but ?: field of flag stones; and' 
this place has a number of rocks, which abound in' 
strata of that kind. The *^ sullen dignity of the old 
pastle," as he has forcibly expressed it, delighted 
him exceedingly. Qn one side of the rock on which' 
it^ ruins stand, runs the river Lugar, which is here 
of considerable breadth, and is bordered by other 
high rocks, shaded with Wood. On the other side' 
runs a brook, skirted in the same manner, but on* 
a smaller scale. I cannot figure a more romantick 
gcene, 

I felt niyself elated here, and expatiated to my 
illustrious Mentor on the antiquity and honourable 
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alliances of my family, and on the merits of itf 
founder, Thomas Boswell, who was highly favoure4 
by his sovereign, James IV. of Scotland, and fell 
with him at the battle of Flodden-field ; and in th^ 
glow of what, I am sensible, will, in a commercial 
age, be considered as genealogical enthusiasm, did 
not omit to mention what I was sure my friend would 
not think lightly of, my relation to the Royal Per- 
sonage, whos^ liberality, on his accession to the 
throng, h^d given him comfort and independe/ice. 
I have, in a former page, acknowledged my prid^ 
of ancient blood, in which I was encouraged by 
Dr. Johnson : my readers therefore will not be sur- 
prised at my having indulged it on this occasion. 

Not far from the old castJe is a spot of conscr 
crated earth, op which may be fraced the founda- 
tions of an ancient chapel, dedicated to St. Vincent, 
and where in old times " was the place of graves" 
for the family. It grieves me to think that the re- 
mains of sanctity here, which were considerable, wer^ 
dragged away, and employed in building a part of the 
house of Auchinleck, of the middle age ; which was 
the family residence, till my father erected that '^elp-r 
gant modern mansion," of which Dr. Johnson speaks 
so handsomely. Perhaps this chapel may one day 
be restored. 

pr. Johnson was pleased, when I shewed him 
some venerable old trees, under the shade of which 
my ancestors had walked. He exhorted me to plant 
iassiduofisly, as my father had done to a great e3^- 
tent. 

As I wandered with my reverend friend in the 
groves of Auchinleck, I told him, that, if I survived 
bin), it was my intention tp erect a monument to 
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him here, among scenes which, in my mfnd, 
were all classical ; for in my youth I had* appropri- 
ated to them many of the descriptions of the Romaa 
poets. He could not bear to have death presented 
to hin/in any shape; for his constitutional melan- 
choly made the king of terrours more frightful. He 
turned oiF the subject, saying, *^ Sir, I hope to see 
your grand-children !" 

This forenoon he observed some cattle without 
horns, of which he has taken notice in his ^*, Jour- 
ney," and seems undecided whether they be of a 
particular race. Htis doubts appear to have had no 
foundation ; for my respectable neighbour, Mr, 
Fairlie, who, with all his attention to agriculture, 
finds time both for the classicks and his friends, as- 
sures me they are a distinct species, and that, when 
any of their calves have horns, a mixture of breed 
can be traced. In confirmation of his opinion, he 
pointed out to me the following passage in Tacitus,—. 
*^ Ne armentis quidem suus honor, aut gloria froniis ;** 
(Demor. Germ. ^5.) which he wondered had es- 
caped Dr. Johnson. 

On the front of the house of Auchinleck is this 
inscription : , 



Quod petis, hie est $ 



£st Ulubris 3 animus si te non deficit sequus. 

It is characteristick of the founder ; but the animus 
ipgutis is, alas ! not inheritable, nor the subject of 
devise. He always talked to me as if it were in a 
man's own power to attain it ; but Dr. Johnson told 
me that he owned to him, when they were alone, 
his persuasion that it was in a great measure consti- 
tutional^ or the effect of causes which do not de- 
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peh^i on ovrselves, an4 thpit -Horace boasts tod 
muchy when he ^ys^ aquum mi qniifi^m ipse 
parabo. 

PRIPAY, NOVEMBER 5. 

The Reverend Mr. Dun, our parish minister, 
who had dined with us yesterday, with some other 
company, insisted that Dr. Jqhnson and I should 
dine with him to-day. This gave me an oppor- 
tunity to shew my friiend the ro^d to the church, 
mac^e by my father at a great expence, for abov/e 
three miles, on his own estate, through a range of 
well enclosed farms, with a row of .trees on each 
side of it. He called it. the Fia sacra^ and was very 
fond of it. Dr. Johnson, though he held notions 
far distant from those of the Presbyterian clergy, 
yet could associate on good terms with them. He 
,indeed occasionally attacked them. One of them 
discovered a narrowness of information concerning 
♦the dignitaries of the church of England, among 
whom may be found men of the greatest learning, 
virtue, and piety, and of a truly apostolic cha- 
,racter. He talked before Dr. Jqhnson, of fat 
bishops and drowsy deans ; and, in short, seemed 
to believe the illiberal and profane scoffings of pro. 
fessed satyrists, or vulgar railers. Dr. Johnson was 
so highly offended, that he said to him, " Sir, you 
jknow no more of our church than a Hottentot."-— 
J was sorry that he brought this upon himself. 

SATURDAY, NQVEMfiER Q. 

•I cannot be certain, whether it was on this day, 
or a former, that Dn Johnson and ray father carne 
in coUiMon. If I recolkct. right, the contest began 
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y^hile my.&thor was shewing him his collection .of 
medals; and Oliver Cromwi^irs coin unfortunately 
introduced Charles the First, and Toryisni, The/ 
^ecan^e exceedingly warm, and violent, and I was 
very n^uch distressed by being present at such ao 
aHerc3tiQn:between:two men, both qf.whom I re* 
verenced ; yet I durst not interfere. It would cer- 
tainly be vvery unbecoming in me to exhibit .my 
honoured father, and my respected friend, as ia- 
tellectuftl gladiatocs, for the entertainment of the 
publick : and therefore I suppress what would, i 
dare say, make an interesting scene in this dra- 
matick sketch,^this account of the transit of John* 
son over the Caledonian Hemisphere. 

Yet I think I may, without impropriety, men- 
tion one circumstance, as an instance of my father^s 
axidress. Dr. Johnson challenged him, as he did 
us all at Talisker, to point out any theological 
works of merit written by Presbyterian ministers in 
Scotland. My father, whose studies did not lie 
much in that way, owned to me afterwards, that 
he was somewhat at a loss how to answer, but that 
luckily he recollected having read in catalogues the 
title of Durham on the Galatians ; upon which he 
boldly said, *^ Pray, sir, have you read Mr. Durham's 
excellent commentary on the Galatians ?^' — ^^ No, 
sir," said Dr. Johnson. By this lucky thought my 
father kept him at bay, and for some time enjoyed 
his triumph ; but his antagonist soon made a retort, 
ivhich J forbear to mention. 

In the course of their altercation, Whiggism and 
Presbyterianism, Toryism and Episcopacy, were 
terribly bufietted. My .wprfhy hereditary friend. 
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Sir John Pringle^ never having been mentioned^ 
happily escaped without a bruise. 

My father's opinion of Dr. Johnson may be con- 
jectured from the name he afterwards gave him^ 
whidi was Ursa Majob. But it is not true^ as has 
been reported, that it was in consequence of my 
saying that he was ^ constellation of genius and litera- 
ture. It was a sly abrupt expression to one of his 
brethren on the bench of the Court of Session, in 
which Dr. Johnson was then standing ; but it was 
not said in his hearing. 

SUNDAY, NOYBMBBR 7. 

My father and I went to publick worship in our 
parish-church, in which I regretted that Dr. John- 
son would not join us ; for, though we have there 
no form of prayer, nor magnificent solemnity, yet, 
as God is worshipped in spirit and in truth, and the 
same doctrines preached as in the church of Eng- 
land, my friend would certainly have shewn more 
liberality, had he attended. I doubt ^not, hovir- 
ever, but he employed his time in private to very 
good purpose. His uniform and fervent pi^ty was 
manifested on matiy occasions during our Tour^ 

which I have not mentioned. His reason for not 

joining in Presbyterian worship has been recorded 
in a former page *. ' . 

MONDAY, NOVBMBBJt 8. 

Notwithstanding the altercation that had passed, 
my father who had the dignified courtesy of an old 
Baron, was very civil to Dr. Johnson^ and politely 

• P. lop. 
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al tended him' to the posNchaise^ which was to 
convey lis to'Edinbur^. 

Thus thiey parted. — ^They are noW in another, 
and a higher, state of existence : and as they were 
both worthy christian men, I trust they have met io 
happiness^ But I must obsei^ve, in justice to my 
friend^s political principles, and my own, that they 
have met in a place where there is no room for 
Whiggism* 

We came at night to a good inn at Hamilton.*— 
t recollect no more^ 

TUESBAY, KOVBMBBE 9* 

I Wished to have shewn Dr. Johnson the Duke of 
Hamilton's house, commonly called the Palace of 
Halnilton, which is close by the town* It . is an 
object which, having been pointed out to me as a 
splendid edifice^ from my earliest years, in travelling 
between Auchinleck and Edinburgh, has still great 
grandeur in n^y imagination* My friend consented 
to stop, and view the outside of it^ but could not be., 
persuaded to go into it. 

We arrived this night at Edinburgh, afler an 
absence of eighty-three days. ' For five weeks toge* 
ther, of the tempestuous season, there had been no 
account received of us. I cannot express how happy 
I was on finding myself again at home. 

. •« 

WEDNESDAY, KOVEMBER 10. 

Old Mr. Drummond, the bookseller, came to 
breakfast. Dr. Johnson and he had not met for 
ten years. There was respect on his side, andf. 
Icindness on Dr. Johnson's. Soon afterwards Lorcl 
jmibank came in, and was much pleased at seeing* 

Dd 
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Dr. Johnson in Scotland. * His' lordship said, 
** hardly any thing seemed to him more improba- 
ble/* Dr. Johnson had a very high opinion of him. 
Speaking of him to me, he characterize him thus : 
^' Lord Elibank has rl^ad a great deal. It is trtie, 
I can find in books, all that he has read ; bat he has 
a great deal of what is in bcioks, ' proved by the test 
of real life/'~Indeed, there iiave been few tnen 
whose conversation discovered more knowledge en^ 
livened by iancy. He published severM small pieces 
of distinguished merit ; and has left some in manu-^ 
script, in particular an account of the expedition 
against Cdrthageha, in which he served as an officer 
in the army. His writings deserve to be collected. 
tfe was the efarly patron of Dr. Robertson, the histo- 
rkin, and Mr. Home, the tragick poet ; who, when 
they vnere ministers of country parishes, lived near 
his seat. He told me, '^ I saw these lads had tar 
lents, and they were much with me.'*--! hope 
they will pay a grateful tribute to his memory. 

The morning was chiefly taken up by Dr. 
Johnson's giving him an account of our Tour.— -Tbd. 
yobject of difference in political principles was in- 
Produced. — JoHif son. ^< It is much increased by op« 
position. There was a viol^^t Whig> with whom I 
used to contend with great eagerness. Aft^r his 
death I felt my Toryisih much abated.'* — I suppose 
he meant Mr. Walmsley of Lichfield, whose cha* 
racter he has dr^wn so well in his life of Edmund 
Smith. 

Mr. Nairne came in, and he and I accompanied 
Dr. Johnson' to Edinburgh castle, which he owned 
was ** a great ptaoe.** But I must mention, as a 
striking ioslati^^e ^ that spirit of contradiction to 



TO THS HEBBIDfiS. 4q$ 

which he had a strong propensity^ when Lord Eli-^ 
bank was some days after talking of it with the 
natural elation of a ScotchmaQ, or of any man wha 
18 proud of a stately fortress in his own country^ 
Dr. Johnson affected to despise it, observing thatj 
•* it would make a goodprhon in Enoland/' 

Lest it should be supposed that I have suppressed 
one of his sallies against my country^ it may not be 
improper here to correct a mistaken account that ha$ 
been circulated^ as to his conversation this day. 
It has been said^ that being desired to attend to the 
noble prospect from the Castle-hill , he replied, 
^^ Sir, th€?^^oblest prospect that a Scotchman ' eveii 
sees^ is the high road that leads him to London."*-* 
This lively sarcasm was thrown out at a tavern ia 
Liondon, in my presence, many years before. 

We had with us to-day at dinner, at my house^ 
the Lady Dowager Colvill, and Lady Anne Erskiney 
sisters of the Earl of Keily ; the Honourable Archi- 
bald Erskine, who has now succeeded to that title ^ 
Lord Elibank ; the Reverend Dr. Slair ; Mr. Tytler^ 
the acute vindicator of Mary Queen of ScotSy 
and some other friends. 

JFiNOAL being talked of, Dr. Johnson^ who used 
to boast that he had, from the Brst, resisted both 
Ossian and the Giants of Patagonia, averred his 
positive disbelief of its authenticity. Lord Elibank 
said, " I am sure it is not M^Pherson's. Mr. John- 
son, I keep company a great deal with }rou ; it is 
known I do. I may borrow from you better things 
than I 6an say myself, and give them as my own; 
but, if I should, every body will know whose they 
are.'* — The Doctor, was not softened by this comr 
pliment^ He denied nyiarit tp FingMl, ^vppo$ing it 
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to be the production of a man who has had the ad- 
vantages that the present age affords ; and said^ 
'^ nothing is more easy than to write enough in that 
style if once you begin *." — One gentleman in com- 
pany expressing his opinion " that Fingal was cer- 
tainly genuine, for that he had heard a great part of 
^t repeated in the original /' Dr. Johnson indignantly 
asked him whether he understood the original ; to 
which an answer being given in the negative, *^ Why 
then, (said Dr. Johnson,) we see to what' /Aw testi- 
mony comes : — ^thus it is." 

. I mentioned this as a remarkable proof how lia- 
ble the mind of man b to credulity, when not 
guarded by such strict examination as that which Dr. 
Johnson habitually practised. The talents and in- 
tegrity of the gentleman who made the remark, are 
unquestionable; yet, hadnotDr. Johnson made him 
advert to the consideration, that he who does not 
understand a language, cannot know that something 
which is recited to him is in that language, he might 
Ijrnve believed, and reported to this hour, that he 
^ad ^' heard a great part of Fingal repeated in th^ 
original," 

For the satisfaction of those on the north of the 
Tweed, who qray think Dr. Johnson*8 account of 
Caledonian. credulity and inaccuracy too strong, it is 
but fair to add, that he admitted the same kind of 
ready belief might be found in his own oountry* 
*^ He would undertake, (he said) to write an epick 
poem on the story of Robin Hood, and half England^ 
to whom the names and places he should mention 

« 

\lf J desire not to be understood as agreeing enfixcly with the opinions 
of Dr.JohQsoDy ivhich I relate without any remark. The many imita- 
tions; however; of FingiU, that have been publishedj con6im this ob- 
servation in a considerable degree. 
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in it are femiliar, would believe and declare they had 
* heard it from their earliest years.** . " 

One of his objections to the authenticity of Ftngali 
during the conversation at Ulinishj is omitted in 
my Journal, but I perfectly recollect it. — " Whyr 
is not the original deposited in some publick library,* 
instead of exhibiting attestations of its existence ? 
Suppose there were a question in a court of justice, 
whether a rinan be dead or alive : You aver he is 
alive, and you bring fifty witnesses to swear it: I 
answer, ^ Why do you not produce the man ?**-^ 
This is an argument founded upon one of tife first 
principles of the law of evidence^ which Gilbert 
would have held to be irrefragable: 

I do not think it incumbent on me to give any 
precise decided opinion upon this question, as to 
which I believe more than some, and less than 
others. The subject appears to have now become 
very uninteresting to the publick. That Fingal is 
not from beginning to end a translation from the 
Gallick^ but that some passages have been supplied' 
by the editor to connect the whole, ^I have heard ad- 
mitted by very warm advocates . for its authenticity. 
If this be the case, why are not these distinctly as- 
certainlbd ? Antiquaries, and admirers of the work, 
may complain, that they are in a situation similar 
to that of the unhappy gentleman^ whose wife in- 
formed him, on her death- bed, that one of their 
reputed children was not his ; and^ when he eagerly 
begged her to declare which of them it was, she 
answered, ^* That you shall never know ;" and ex- 
pired, leaving him in irremediable doubt as to them all. 
^ I beg l^ve now to say something upon second 



4M JOURNAL or A TOUR 

sight t of which I have related two instance!, as thejr 
impressed my mind at the time., I own, I retumcil 
from the Hebrides with a considerahle degree of faith 
in the many stories of that kind which I heard with 
a too easy acquiescence, without any close examina* 
tion of the evidence : but^ since that time» my be- 
lief in those stories has been miK;h weakened, by re- 
electing on the careless inaccuracy of narrative in 
common matters, from which we may certainly 
conclude that there may be the same in what is 
more extraordinary. — It is but just, however, toadd, 
that the belief in second sight is not peculiar to the 
Highlands and Isles, 

Some years after our Tour, a cause was tried in 
the Court of Session, where the principal fact to be 
ascertained was, whether a ship- master, who used 
to frequent, the Western Highlands and Isles^ was 
drawned in one particular year, or in the year after. 
A great number of. witnesses from those parts were 
examined on eabh side^ tod swore directly contrary 
to each other, upon this simple question. One of 
them, a very respectable Chieftain, vA\o told me a 
story of second sight, which I have not qientioned, 
but which I too implicitly believed, had in this case, 
previous to this publick examination, not only said, 
but attested under his hand^ that he had seen the 
ship^master in the^ year subsequent to that in which 
the court was fmally satisfied he was drowned. 
When interrogated with the strictness of judicial ' 
inquiry, and under the awe of an oath, he recoU 
lected himself better, and retracted what he had 
formerly asserted, apologising for his inaccuracy, bjr 
telling the juc^es, ^^ A man will say what he will 
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not swMry^-^By maiiy he wds ,mu4h . oensured,. and 
it waa maintained (hat eveary gentlemaii wquM be ai 
attentive to truth without the sanction of an oat^> aa 
with it. Dr« Johiiisoni. though he htmiself was dis- 
tinguished at 9II times by a.scrapuloiisiadherenoe to 
troth, controverted this prdposition ; and as a proof 
that this was not, though it ought to be» the caae^ 
urged the very different decisions of. elections under 
Mr. Grenville*s Act, from those formerly made. 
'^ Gentlemen will not pronounce upon oath, what 
they would have satd, and voted in the bouse^ with* 
out that sanction/* 

However difficult it may be for men who believe 
in pKteraatural communications, in modern times^ 
to, satisfy those who are of a different opinion, they 
may easily refute the doctrine of their opponents^ 
who impute, a belief in. ^^conci sight to superstition^ 
To entertain a visionary notion that one sees a dis«» 
tant or future event, may be called superstition ; but 
the correspondence of the fact or event with such an 
impression on the fancy, though certainty very won- 
derful, if proved, has no mor^ connection with su-* 
perstition^ than magnetism or electricity* 

After dinner, various topicks were discussed; 
but I recollect only one particular. Dr. Johnson 
compared the different talents of Garrick and Foote, 
as companions, and gave Garrick greatly the pre- 
ference for elegance, though he allowed Foote ex- 
traordinary powers of entertainment. He said, 
** ^Garrick is restrained by some principle ; but Foote 
has the advantage of an unlimited range. Garrick 
has some delicacy of feeling; it is possible to put 
him out ; you may get the better of him ; but Foote 
is the most incompressible fellow that I ever knew : 
when you have driven him into a comer, and think 
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3roa are sure of him^ he mns through between youf 
legs, or jumps over your head^ and makes his 
escape/* 

^ Dr. Erskine and Mr. Robert Walker^ two very 
respectable ministers of Edinburgh, supped with 
us, as did the Reverend Dr. Webster .-*-Tbe . con- 
versation turned on the Moravian nfiissions, and. on 
the Methodists. Dr. Johnsbn observed in gehwal, 
that missionaries were too sanguine in their accounts 
of their success among savages, and' that much of 
what they tetl is- not to be beTieved. He owned that 
the Methodists bad done good ; Wad spread religious 
impressions among the vulgar part of mankind : 
but^ he said, they had great bitterness against other 
Christiansy and that he never could get a Methodist 
to^explain in what he excelled others ; that it always 
ended in the indispensible necessity of beanngf one 
of their preachers. 

TRUBSDAY, VOV£!iCS£R Jl. 

Principal Robertson came to us as we sat at breakt 
fast, he advanced to Dn Johnson, repeating a line 
of Virgil, which I forget. I suppose, either 

Post varies casus, per ^t discrimina reriiai*,?^? 

or 

— multum illc et t^rris jactatus, et altof, 

Jlvery body had accosted us with some studied com^ 
pliment on our return. Dr. Johnson said, *^ I am 
really ashamed of the congratulations which we re-j 
ceive. We are addressed as i( we had made a yoyag^j 
to Nova Zembla, and suffered fiy^ perseputipps iq 

•Thfpugh various hazards and events we move. 

t Ixm^ labours botb by sea and lapd he borc^ Sryobk. 
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JiKpan.** And he afterwards remarked, that, ^'f to 
SM a man come up with a formal air, and a Latin' 
line, when we had no fatigue and no danger, was 
pi'ovoking."^ told him, he was not sensible of 
the danger,' having lain under fcover in the boat 
during the Istdrm t he was* like the chicken, that 
hides its head under Its wiilg, and then thinks 
itself safe. 

•'' Lord EKfcank oame 'to 'us, as did Sir William 
!S*ofbes. 'The rash attempt in 1745 feeing metitioned, 
1 observed, that it 'would make' a fine piece of His- 
tory. Dr. Johnson said it would. Lord- Elibank 
doubted whether any man oF -thrs age could give it 
impartially J-^oHirsbK. ^^ A than, by talking with 
those of 'difFeretit sides, who tvere actors in it) at>4 
putting down all'that he hears, may in time collect th<^ 
materials of a good narrative. You are to consider^ 
fill history was at first oral. I suppose Voltaire waa 
ijfly years iq' collecting his Lquis XIV. which he did 
in the way that I am proposing.-r— Robertson, ** H^ 
did so, He lived much with all the great people 
who were concerned in that reign, and heard them 
talk of every thing ; and then either took Mr. Bos* 
well's way^ of writing down what he heard, or, 
which is as good, preserved it in his memory ; for 
be has a wonderful memdry.^-rWith the leave, 
however, of this elegant historian, no m^n's memory 
can prpserye facts or sayings with such fidelity as 
may be done by writing theip down when they are 
recent.T— Qr. Robertson said, *' it was now full time 
to make such a collection as Dr, Johnson suggested ; ' 
for many of the people who were then in arms, 
wpre dropping off; and both Whigs and Jacobites 
were now come to talk with moderation ,'*-^JLordi 
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Elibank said to him> ^^ Mr. Robaftson^ the firtt 
thing that gave me a high opinion of yoQ, was your 
fraying in the Select Sociaty ^, while parties rati high, 
soon after the year 1745, tb^t you did pot think 
worse of a man's moral charactef foi^ hifl having been 
in rebellion. This was venturitig ta utter a liberal 
sentiment, while both sides had a dete9M;iitfon of each 
other/* 

Dr. Johnson observed, that beiifg nd rebdlion 
from a notion of enother^^ right, was not connected 
with depravity ; and that we had this proof of it, 
that all mankind applauded the pardoning of rebels ; 
n^ich they would not dc^ in the case of robbers and 
murderers. He said, with a smile, timt " he won* 
dered that the phrase of Unnaiurfll rebellion should 
be so much used, for that all rebellion was natunA 
to man.** 



As I kept no Journal of any thing that passed 
after this morning, 1 shall, from rhemory, group 
together this and the other days, till that on which 
t)r. Johnson departed for London. They were in 
an nine days; on which he dined at Lady Colviirs, 
Lord Hailes's, Sir Adolphus Oughton's, Sir Alexan- 
der Dick's, Principal Robertson^ Mr. MTLaurin's, 
aftd thrice at Lord Elibank's seat, in the country, 
where we also passed two nights. He supped at the 
Honourable Alexander Gordon's, now one of our 
judges, by the title of Lord Rockville; at Mr. 
Nairne's, now also one of our judges, by the title of 
Lord Dunsinan ; at Dr. Blair's, and Mr. Tytler*s ; 

^ A socktj for delMte in Elitobufgh^ coiwistiAg df the most «im-i 

Rtnt foou 

■ ••»•■ «* 



TO THE HEBRIDES. 411 

ftnd at my bou^ thrice^ one evening with a nume'- 
rous company, chiefly gentlemen of the law j an- 
other with Mr. Menzies of Culdares, and Lord Mon- 
boddo, who disengaged himself on purpose to meet 
him 5 and the evening on which we returned from 
Lord Elibank's^ he supped with my wife and me by 
ourselves. 

He breakfasted at Dr. Webster's, at old Mr,. 
Drummond's, and at Dr. Blacklock^s; and spent 
one forenoon at my uncle Dr. Boswell's, whb^hewed 
him his curious museum ; and, as he was an eti^ant 
scholar, and a physician bred in the school of fioer'^ 
haave. Dr. Johnson was pbeased with his company.. 

On the mornings when he breakfasted at my 
house, he had, from ten o'clock till one or two, a 
-^constant levee of various persons, of very different 
characters and descriptions. I could not attend him, 
being obliged to be in the Court of Session ? butmy 
wife was so good as to devote the greater part of 
the morning to the endless task of pouring out tea 
for my friend and his visitors. 

Such was the disposition of his time at £din« 
burgh. He said one evening to me, in a fit of 
languor, ^ Sir, we have been harassed by invita* 
tions/* I acquiesced. ^* Ay, sir, he replied ; but 
how much worse would it have been,^ if we hiid been 
neglected ?" 

From what has been recorded in this Journal, it 
may well be supposed that a variety of admirable con« 
versation has been lost, by my neglect io preserve 
it. — I shall endeavour to i^coUect some of it, as well 
as I can. 

At Lady Colviirs, to whom I am proud to intro- 
duce any stranger of eminence, that he may see 
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what dignity and grace is to be found in Scotland, 
an officer observed, that he had heard Lord Mans- 
field was not a great English lawyer. — Johnson.' 
^ Why, sir, supposing Lord Mansfield not to have 
the splendid talents which he possesses, he must be a 
great English lawyer, from having been so long at 
the bar, end having passed through so many of the 
great offices of the law. Sir, you may as well inain- 
tain that a carrier, who has driven a packhorse be-» 
tween Edinburgh and Berwick for thirty years, does 
riot know the road, as that Lprd Mansfield does not 
know the law of England.** 

At Mr. N^irne's, he drew the character ©f Ri- 
chardson, the authour of Clarissa, with a strong yet 
delicate pencil. I lamenjt nuich that I have not 
preserved it ; I only remember that he expressed a* 
high opinion of his talents and virtues; but ob- 
served, that *• his perpetual study was to ward x>ff 
petty inconveniencies, and procure petty pleasures ; 
tliat his love of continual superiority was such, that 
he took care to be^always surrounded by womeil, 
Hvho listened to him implicitly, and did not venture to 
controvert his opinions ; and that his desire of dis- 
tinction was so great, that he used to give large vails 
to the Speaker Onslow's servants^ that they might 
treat him with respect." 

On the same evening, he would not allow that 
the private life of a judge, in England, was required 
to be so strictly decorous as I supposed. ** Why 
then, sir, (said I,) according to your account, an 
English judge may just live like a gentleman.**-^ 
Johnson. ^* Yes, sir^— if he can.** 

At Mr. Tytler's, I happened to telj that one 
evening, a great many years ago, when Dr. Hugh 
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felafr and I were sitting together in the pit of Driuy-* 
kne pIay*house^ in a wild freak of youthful extras 
vagance, I entertained the. audlence/>rarf/^w^/y, by 
imitating the lowing of a cow. A little while after 
I had told this story^ I differed from Dr« Johnson^ 
I suppojse too confidently^ upon some point, which 
I now forget. He did not spare me* " Nay, sir, 
(said he,) if you cannot talk better as a man, Vd 
have you bellow like a cow *.'* 

At Dr, Webeter^s, he said, that he believed hardly 
any man died without affectation. This remark 
appears to me to be well founded, and will account 
for many of the celebrated death-bed sayings which 
are recorded. 

^ On one of the evenings at my house, when h« 
told that Lord Lovat boasted to an English noble* 
man, that though he had not his wealth, he had 
two thousand men whom he could at any time call 
into the field, the Honourable Alexander Gordoa 
observed, that those two thousand men brought him 
to the block,— *^ True, sir, (said Dr. Johnson :) 
but you may just as well argue, concerning a man 
who has fallen over a precipice to which lie has 
walked too near,—* His two legs brought him to 
that,' is he not the better for having two legs ?** 

At Dr. Blair's I left him, in order to attend a 
consultation, during which he and his amiable host 

• 

* As I have been scrupulpusly exact in relating, anecdotes con-» 
cerniog other persons, I shall not withhold any patt of this story^ 
however ludicrous. — I was so successful in this boyish frolick, 
that the universal cry of the galleries was, " Encore the cov9 1 ' Eii^ 
core the cowl*' In the pride of my heart, I attempted imitations 
of some other animals, but with very m&rlor effect. My reverend 
friend, anxious ^ot my fame, with an air of the utmost gravity and 
earnestness, addressed, me thus; *' My dear sir, 1 woidd con^ne my:* 
felf to the cow. 
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were by thems^lFes. I returned to supper, at whiclr 
we^e Principal Robertson^ Mr* Nairnei and some 
other gentlenren. EH*. Robertson and Dr. Blair, I 
remember, talked well upon subordination and go-* 
yemment i and, as my friend and > I were walking 
home, he said to me, *^ Sir, these two doctors are 
good men, and wise ipen*''-^! begged of Dr. Blair 
to recollect what he could of the long conversation 
that passed between Dr. Johnson and him alone, this 
evening, and he obligingly wrote to me as follows : 

/^ PBAjGi SIB, March 3 y 1785. 

" — AS so many yeara have intervened^ ^ince I 
chanced to have that conversation with Dr, Johnson 
in my house, to which you refer, I have forgotten 
iDOtt'Of what then passed, but remember that I waei 
1>jc>th instf ueied ainl entelained by it. Among other 
subjects, the discourse happening to turn on modern 
Latin poets, the Dr. expressed a very fiivourable 
opinion of Buchanan, and instantly repeated, firom 
beginning to end, an ode of his, intituled Ccdend^ 
Mautj (the eleventh in bis Miscellaneorum Liber^ 
beginning with these words, ^ Salvete saais delims 
sacne,^ with which I had formed): been unacquainted ; 
but upon perusing it, the praised which he bestowed 
upon it, as one of the happiest of Buchanan's poetical 
compositions, appeared to me very just. He also 
repeated to ipe a Latin ode he had composed in one 
of the western islands, from which he had lately re- 
turned.. We had much discourse concerning his 
excursion to those islands, with which he e&preased 
himself as having been highly f^eas^d ; talked in a 
favourable manper of the hospitality of the inhabi* 
tants ; and particularly ^oke muc^ ctf his 
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f^ett m having ^ou for hit companion ; and laid^ that 
the longer he knew you, he loved and esteemed you 
the more. This conv^satioti passed in the interval 
between tea and supper, when we were by ourselves* 
You, and the rest of the company who were with us 
at supper, have often taken notice that he was un- 
commonly bland and gay that evening, arid gave 
much pleasure to all who were present. This is all 
that I can recollect distinctly of that long conversation* 

« Your's sincerely, 

Hugh Blair/* 

At Lord Hailes*s, we spent a most agreeable. day ; 
but again I must lament that I was so indolent as to 
let almost all that passed evaporate into oblivion. Dr« 
Johnson observed there, that ^* it is wonderful how 
ignorant many officers of the army ^re,<,^on$ideHng 
how much leisure ^bey < huv^ lor study, and the ac- 
quisitioi^ of knowledge.'* I hope he was mistaken ; 
ftft he maintained that many of them were ignorant 
of things belonging immediately tb their own pro- 
fession; " fcr instance, many cannot tell how far a 
musket will carry a bullet ;** in proof of which, I 
suppose, he mentioned some particular person, for 
Lord Uatles, from whom I solicited what he could 
recollect of that day, writes to me as follows : 

•* As to Dr. Johnson's observations about the ig- 
norance of officers, in the length that a musket will 
carry, my brother. Colonel Dalrymple, was present, 
and he thought that the doctor was either mistaken, 
by putting the question wrong, or that he had con- 
versed on the sutyect with souie person out of 
service* 
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^' Was it upon that occasion ' that he etpnessed 
no cariofiity to see the room at Dumfermline^ where 
Charles L was born ? ^ I know that lie was bom, 
(said he ;) rto matter whereZ-^-Did he envy us the 
birth-place of the king V* 

I 

Near the end of his " Journey/* Dr^ Johnson 
has given liberal praise to Mr. Braidwood's academy 
for the deaf and dumb. When he visited it, a cir- 
cumstance occuiTed which was trfily characteristical 
of our great Lexicographer. " Pray, (said he,) caii 
they pronounce any long words V* — Mr. Braidwood 
informed him they could. Upon which Dr* John- 
son wrote one of his sesquipedalia verba^ which was 
pronounced by the scholars, and he was satisfied.-— 
My readers may perhaps wish to know what the 
word was ; but I cannot gratify their curiosity. 
Mr. Braidwood told me, it remained long in his 
school, but had been lost before I made my inquiry*. 

Dr« Johnson one day visited the Court of Session. 
He thought the mode of pleading there too vehe- 
ment, and too much addressed to the passions of 
thejudgea **This (said he) is not the Areopagus.** 

At old Mr. Drummond's, Sir John Dalrymple 
quaintly said, the two noblest animals in the world 

^ One of the be^t criticks of our age '' does not wish to prevent 
the admirers of the incorrect and nerveless style which generally 
prevailed for a century before Dr. Johnson's enefgetick voting;} 
were known, from enjoying the laugh that this story may produce, 
in which he is very ready to join them." He, however, requests me to 
observe, that ** my friend very properly chose a long word on this' 
occasion, not, it is belie\'ed, from any predilection for polysyllables, 
^though he certainly had a due respect for them,) but in order to pot 
Mr. Braidwood*s skill to the strictest test, and to try the efficacy 
of his instroction by the most difficult exertion of tlie orgaiis of 
pupiU. 
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Wa*e, a Scotch Highlander and an English Sailon 
'* Why, sir, said Dr. Johnson^ I shall say nothing 
as to the Scotch Highlander ; but as to the English 
Sailor, I cannot agree with you." — ^Sir.John said, 
he was generous in giving away his money .~John* 
SON. *' Sif, he throws away his money, without 
thought, and without merit. . I do not call a tree 
generous, that sheds its fruit at every breeze.*' — Sir 
John having affected to complain of the attack^ 
made upon his Memoirs^ .Dr. Johnson said, " Nay, 
sir, do not complain* Tt is advantageous to an au* 
thour, that his book should be attacked as well as 
praised. Fame is a shuttlecock* If it be struck 
only at one end of the room, it will soon fall to the 
ground. To keep it up^j it must be struck at both 
ends.*'— Often have I reflected on this since ; and^ 
instead of being angry at many of those who have 
written against me, have smiled to think that they 
were unintentionally subservient to my fame, by using 
a battledoor to make mevirum volitareper era. 

At Sir Alexander Dick's, from that absence of 
mind to which every man is at times subject, I told, in 
a blundering manner, Lady Eglingtoune's compli- 
mentary adoption of Dr. Johnson as her son; for I un» 
fortunately stated that her ladyship adopted him as her 
son, in consequence of her having been married the 
year q/ier he was born. Dr. Johnson instantlycorrected 
me. " Sir, don't you perceive that you are defaming 
the countess ? For, supposing me to be her son, and 
that she was not married till the year after my birth, 
I must have been her natural son." A young lady 
of quality, who was present, very handsomely said, 
" Might not the son have justified the fault." — My 
friend was much flattered by this compliment, which 

El5 
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he never forgot When in more than ordinary spJ- 
rits^ and talking of his journey in Scotland, he has 
called to me, '^ Boswell^ what was it that the young 
lady of quality said of me at Sir Alexander Dick*s ?** 
Nobody will doubt that I was happy in repeating it. 
My illustrious friend, being now desirous to be 
again in the great theatre of life and animated exer-« 
tion, took a place in the coach, which was to set out 
for London on Monday the 22d of November. Sir 
John Dalrymple pressed him to come on the Sa* 
turday before, to his house at Cranston, which be* 
ing twelve miles from Edinburgh, upon the middle 
road to Newcastle, (Dr. Johnson had come to Edin- 
burgh by Berwick^ and along the naked coast,) it 
would make his journey easier^ as the coach would 
take him up at a more seasonable hour than that at 
which it sets out. Sir John, I perceived, was am- 
bitious of having such a guest ; but, as I was well 
assured^ that at this very time he had joined with 
some of his prejudiced countrymen in railing at Dr« 
Johnson, and had said, he wondered how any gen- 
tleman of Scotland could keep company with him,'* 
I thought he did not deserve the honour : yet, as it 
might be a convenience to Dr. Johnson, I contrived 
that he should accept th^ mvitation, and engaged 
to conduct him. Tresolved that, on our way to Sir 
John's, we should make a little circuit by Roslin 
Castle, and Hawthornden, and wished to set out 
i^oon after breakfast ; but young Mr. Tytler camo 
to shew Dr. Johnson some essays which he had writ- 
ten ; and my great friend, who was exceedingly 
obliging when thus consulted, was detained so long, 
that it was, I believe, one o'clock before we got 
into our post-chaise. I found that we should be 
too late for dinner ^t Sir John Dalrymple's, to which 
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We w6rd engaged t but t would by lio mentis lose the 
pleasure of seeing my friend at Hawthornden,— of 
seeing Sam Johnson at the very spot where Ben Jon- 
son visited the learned and poetical Drummodd. 

We surveyed Roslin Castle, the romantick scene 
around it, and the beautiful Gothick chapel, and 
dined and drank tea at the inn ; after which we 
proceeded to Hawthornden, and viewed the caves ; 
and I all the while had Rare Ben in my mind, and 
was pleased to think that this place was now visited 
by another celebrated wit of England » 

By . this time ** the waning night was growing 
old," and we were yet several miles from Sir John 
JDaliymple's. Dr. Johnson did not seem much 
troubled at our having treated the baronet with 
so little attention to politeness ; but when I talked 
of the grievous disappointment it must have been 
to hiny that we did not come, to the feast that he 
had prepared for us, (for he told us he had killed a 
seven-year old sheep on purpose,) my ffiend got 
into a merry mood, and Jocularly said^ *^ I dare say> 
sir, he has been very sadly distressed : Nay, we do 
not kno>V but the consequence may have been fataU 
Inet me try to describe hi3 situation in his own histo* 
rical style, I have as good a right to make him 
think and talk, as he has to tell us how people 
thought and talked a hundred years ago, of which 
he has no evidence. * All history, so tar as it Is not 
supported by contemporary evidence, is romance^ 

^^- — ^Stay now.-*^— ^--Let us consider P* He then 

(heartily laughing all the while) proceeded in his 
imitation, I am sure to tlie following effect, though 
now, at the distance of almost twelve years, I can- 
not ptetend to f ecoUect all the precise words : 



^ I 
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'^ Pinner being reddy^ he t^ondered tbal hk 
^^ guests were not yet come* His wonder was aooa 
'^ succeeded by impatienc^f He walked abouf the 
^^ room in anxious agitation ; sometimes he looked 
'^ at his watch, sometimes he looked out at the 
^' window with an eagier gaze of expectation, and 
'^ revolved iq his mind the Tariotts accidents of hu- 
'^ Q\aQ life. ^ His family beheld him with mute 
^^ concern* ^ Surely (said he, with a aigh,) they 
*^ will not fail nie.' — ^The mind of man can bear 
^^ a certain pressure ; but. there is a potnt when it 
^^ can hear no more, A rope was in his view, and 
^^ he died a Roman death ♦." 

It was very late before we reached the seat of Sir 
Jk)hn Dalrymple, who, certainly with some reason^ 
was not in very good humour. Our conversatioa 
was not brilliant. We supped, and went to bed in 
ancient rooms, which would have better suited the 
cliinate of Italy in summer, than that of Scotland in 
the month of November. 

I recollect no conversation of the next day^ worth 
preserving, except one saying of Dr, Johnson, which 
will be<a valuable text for many decent old dowa- 
gers, and other good company, in various circles 
to descant upon. — He said, ^^ I am sorry I have aot 
learnt to play at cards.. It is very useful in life : it 

* ** Essex yvA Ht that time confined to the same chamber of the 
T6#ir from which his father Lord Capel had been led to death, 
and in which hm wife's grandfather had inflicted a voluntary death 
upon himself. When he saw his friend carried to what he reckonod 
certain fate, their common ei^mies enjoying the spectacle, and ns« 
fleeted that it was he who had forced Lord Howard upon the con&* 
dence of Russel, he retired, and, by a Rommn cUatk, put an end W 
his misery.** 

r^rymple*s Memoirs of Great Britain and IrchuulA 
Vol. I, p. 30. 



TO THE HEfeHlDES. 491 



/ 



generates kindnesd, and consolidates society /JI-^He 
certainly could not mean deep play. 

My friend and I thought we should be more com- 
fortable at the inn at Blackshields^ two miles farther 
on. We therefore went thither in the evening, and 
he was very entertaining ; but I have preserved no- 
thing but the pleasing remembrance,' and his verses 
on George the Second and Gibber, and his epitaph 
• on Pamell *, whioh he was then so good as to dictate 
to me. We breakfasted together next morning, and 
then the coach came, and took him up. He had^ 
as one of his companions in it, as far as Newcastle^ 
the worthy and ingenious Dr. Hope, botanical pro- 
fessor at Edinburgh. Both Dr. Johnson and he used 
to speak of their good fortune in thus accidentally 
meeting ; for they had much instructive conversa- 
tion^ which is always a most valuable enjoyment, 
and, when found where it is not expected^ is pecu- 
liarly relished. 

I have now completed my account of our Tour 
to the Hebrides. I have broufi4it Dr. Johnson down 

a;, O 

to Scotland, and seen him into the coach which in 'a 
few hours carried him back into Engliind, He 
aaid to me often, that the time he spent in this Tour 
was the pleasantest part of his life, and asked me if 
I would lose the recollection of it for five hundred 
pounds. I answered I would not ; and he applauded 
my setting such a value on an accession of new images 
in my mind. 

Had it not been for me, I am persuaded Dr. 
Johnson never would have undertaken such a jouru"* 
ney ; and I must be allowed to assume some merit 
From having been the cause that our language has 
been eririched with such a book as that which he 

♦ [Seethe Life of Johnson, ?ol. i, p. 126, and vol. iv, p. 55 -, 5th edit,] 
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be published on his return ; a book which I nevev 
read but with the utmost admiration^ as I had such 
opportunities of knowing from what very meagre 
materials it was composed. 

But my praise may be supposed partial ; and 
therefore I shall insert two testimonies, not liable to 
that objection^ both written by gentlemen of Scot-* 
land, to whose opinions I am confident the highest 
respect will be paid. Lord Hailes, and Mr« 
Dempster* 

TO JAMES BOSWELL^ ESa. 
*^ SIK, 

^' I have reeeived much pleasure and 
much instruction, from perusing ^^ The Journey" to 
the Hebrides, ' 

^^ I admire the elegance and variety of descrip- 
tion, and the lively picture of men and manners. I 
always approve of the moral, often of the political^ 
reflections, I love the benevolence of the authdur. 

'* They who search for faults, may possibly find 
them in this^ as well as in every other work of lite-^ 
rature» 

^^ For example, the friends of the old family ss^,j 
that the tsra of planting is placed too late, at the 
XJnion of the two kingdomSf I am known to be no 
friend of the old family ; yet I would place the asra 
of planting at the Restoration ; after the murder of 
Charles It had been es^piated in the anarchy which 
^cpeeded it^ 

'^ Before the Restoration, few trees were planted^ 

unless by the monastick drones: their successor^^ 

^nd worthy patriots they were^) the btirons^ first 
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cat down the trees^ and then sold the estates. The 
gentlemen at St. Andrews, who said that there were 
but two trees in Fife, ought to have added, that the 
Elms of Balmerino were sold within these twenty 
years, to make pumps for the fire-engines. 

** In J. Major de Gestis Scotorum, L. i. C. 2. last 
edition, there is a singular passage : 

*^ Davidi Cranstoneo conterraneo, dum de prima 
^' theologiae licentia foret^ duo ei consocii et fami- 
*^ liares, et mei cum eo in artibus auditores, scilicet 
" Jacobus Almain Senonensis, et Petrus firuxcel- 
** lensis, Praedicatoris ordinis, in Sorbonae curia die 
Sorbonico commilitonibus suis public^ objeoe- 
runt, quod pane avenaceo plebeii Scoli^ sicut aqua- 
dam religioso intellexerant, vescebantur, ut virum, 
^^ quern cholericum noverant^ honestU saiibus tentareni, 
'* qui hoc irificiari tanquam pairiie dedecus nisus est.* 
*^ Pray introduce our countryman, Mr. Licentiate 
David Cranston^ to the acquaintance of Mx. 
Johnson. 

*^ The syllogism seems to have been this 4 
They who feed on oatmeal are barbarians ; 
But the Scots feed on oatmeal : 
Ergo— • 

The licentiate denied the minor. 
f ^ I am^ sir^ 

*' Your most obedient servant, 

^' Da v. Dalrymplb.*' 

]^7ewhaile9, 6th Feb. 177^* 
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. TO MMES BOSW£LL^ £Sa. SDINBUBGH. 

Dunnichen^ l6th February, 1775, 
*' MT DEAR 'BOSWELL5 

*^ I cannot omit a moment to return 
you my best thanks for the entertainment you have 
furnished me, my family, and guests, by the perusal 
of Dr. Johnson's " Journey to the Western 
Islands;** — and now for my sentiments of it. — I 
was well entertained. His descriptions are accu- 
rate and vivid. He carried me on the Tour along 
with him. I am pleased with the justice he has 
done to your humour and vivacity. ** The noise 
^* of the wind being all its own," is a bon-mvt, that 
-^it would have been a pity to have omitted, and a 
robbery ifot to have ascribed to its author. 

*^ There is nothing in the book, from beginning 
to end, that a Scotchman need to take amiss. 
What he says of the country is true, and his ob^ 
servations on the people are what must naturally 
occur to a sensible, observing, and reflecting inha--^ 
bitant of a convenient Metropolis, where .a man on 
thirty pounds a year may be better accommodated 
with all the little wants of life, than Col or Sir AU 
Ian* He reasons candidly about the second sight ; 
but I wish he had enquired more, before he ven- 
tured to say he even doubted of the possibility of 
such an unusual and useless deviation from all the 
known laws of nature. The notion of the second 
sight I consider as a remnant of superstitious igno- 
rance and credulity, which a philosopher will set 
down as such, till the contrary is clearly proved, 
^nd then it will be classed among the other certain^ 
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though qnacibdufitable parts of dur nature^ Itkt 
dreams^ and^^-^I dd ndt know what. 

*^ In regard to the language, it has the merit 
of being all his own. Many words of foreign ex- 
traction are used, where, I believe, comtnon ones 
would do as well, especially on familiar occasion^. 
Yet I believe he could not express himself so forci- 
bly in any other stile. I am charmed with his re*- 
searches concerning the Erse language, and the an- 
tiquity of their manuscripts. I am quite convinced ; 
und I shall rank Ossian^ and his Fingals and Osc^rs^ 
Amongst the Nursery Tales, not the true history of 
jOvlt country, in all time to come. 

** Upon the whole, the book cannot displease^ 
for it has no pretensions. The author neither says 
he is a Geographer, nor an Antiquarian, nor v^ry 
learned in the History of Scotland, nor a Naturalist, 
nor a Fbssilist. The manners of the people, and 
the face of the country, are all he attempts to de* 
#cribe, or seems to have thought of. Much were 
it to be wished, that they who have travelled into 
rtiore t^mote, and of course, more curious, regions, 
had all possessed his go6d sense. Of the state of 
leartiiDg, his observations on Glasgow university 
shew he has fonned a very sound judgement. He 
understands our climate too, and he has accurately 
observed the changes, however slow and impereepti*- 
ble to us, which Scotland has undergone, in cotise*. 
<juen^e of the blessings of liberty and internal 
peaces I could have drawn my pen through th6 
story of the old woman at St. Andrews, being th6 
only silly thing in the book. He has taken the 
opportunity of ingrafting into the work several 
good obaertattonsi which I dare say he hsd^ tmii 
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upon ifien and things, before he set foot on Scotch 
ground^ by which it is considerably enriched *• A 
Jong journey, like a tall May^pole, though not very 
beautiful in itself, yet is, pretty enough, when oma* 
mented with flowers and garlands: it furnishes a 
sort of cloak-pins for hanging the furniture of your 
mind upon ; and whoever sets out upon a journejr, 
without furnishing his mind previously with much 
study and useful knowledge, erects a May-pole in 
December, and puts up very useless cloak-pins. 

^^ I hope the book will induce many of his coun- 
trymen to make the same jaunt, and help to inter* 
mix the more liberal part of them still more with us> 
and perhaps* abate somewhat of that virulent anti* 
pathy which many of them entertain against the 
Scotch; who certainly- would never have formed 
those combinations vfhich he takes .notice of, more 
than their ancestors, had they not been necessary 
for their mutual safety, at least for their success, 
in a country where they are treated as foreigners. 
They would find us not deficient, at least in point 
of hospitality, and they would be ashamed ever af- 
ter to abuse us in the mass. 

** So much for the Tour* — I have now, for the 
first time in my life, passed a winter in the coun-» 
try; and never did three months roll on with 
more swiftness and satisfaction. I used not only 
to wonder at, but pity, those whose lot condemned 
them to winter any where but in either of the capi«- 
tals. But every place has its charms to a cheerful 
mind. I am busy planting and taking measures for 

• Mr. Orme, one of the ablest historians of this age, is of thesam^ 
opinion. Hetaidtome» '* There are in that book thoughts, which^ 
by Ung revolution in (he great mind of Johnson^ have been farmed ao4 
polished— like pebbles roU^ in^the ocean !** 
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opening the summer campaign Jn farming; audi 
find I have^n excellent resource, when revolutions 
in politicks perhaps, and revolutions of the sun for 
certain, will make it decent for me to retreat behind 
the ranks of the more forward in life. 

^* I am glad to hear the last was a very busy 
week with you. I see you as counsel in some causes 
which must have opened a charming field for your 
humourous vein. As it is more uncommon, so I 
verily believe it is more useful than the more serious 
CKereise of reason ; and, to a pan who is to appear 
in publick, more eclat is to be gained, sometimes 
more money too, by a bon-mot, than a learned 
speech. It is the fund of natural humour which 
JLord North possesses, that makes him so much the 
favourite of the house/ and so able^ because so 
v^miable, a leader of a party. 

♦* I have now finished my Tour of Seven Pages. 
In what remains^ I beg leave to offer my compli- 
inents, and those of ^a tres cherefemme, to you and 
Mrs. Boswell. Pray unbend the busy brow, and 
frolick a little in a letter to, . *^ 

** My dear Boswell, 
** Your affectionate friend. 

^* George Dbmpster*.*'' 

I shall also present the publick with a correspon* 
dence with the Laird of Rasay, concerning a pas- 
sage in the Journey to the Western Islands^ which 
shews Dr. Johnson in a very amiable light. 

• Eviery re%i)n wilU I i^in sare> join with tne in warm admiration of 
the trply patriotick writer of this letter. I know not which most to ap* 
plaud,<^that good sense and Hberality of mind» which could see and 
^dmit thedffects of his native eountry, to which no man is a more zea* 
)ottt friend 5— or that candour^ which induced him to give just praise |o 
^he ^mnistflr whom h^ honestly and strenuously oppos eiii. 
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T6 jAMfiS BOSWELL, BSA. 

RasajT/ April lOthi 177S» 
** DEAK SIK, 

** I take this occasion of returning you my 
most hearty thanks for the civilities shown to my 
daughter by you and Mrs. BoswelK Yet, though 
she has informed me that I am under this obliga- 
tion, I should very probably have deferred troubling 
you with making my acknowledgments at present, 
jf I had not seen Dr, Johnson's " Journey to the 
Western Isles," in which he has been pleased to 
make a very friendly mention of my family, for 
which I am surely obliged to him, as being more 
than an equivalent for the reception you and he met 
with. Yet there is one paragraph I should have 
been glad he had omitted, which I am sufe was 
owing to misinformation ; that is, that I had ac« 
knowledged M^Leod to be my chief, though my 
ancestors disputed the pre-eminence for a long tract 
of time. 

*' I never had occasion to enter seriously on this 
argument with the present laird or his grandfather, 
nor Qould I have any temptation to such a renunci- 
ation from either of them. I acknowledge, the be- 
nefit of being chief of a clan is in our days of very 
little significancy, and to trace out the progress of 
this honour to the founder of a family, of any 
standing, would perhaps be a matter (^ some dif- 
ficulty. 

^* The true state of the present case is this : the 
M*Leod family consists of two different branches; 
the M'Leods of Lewis, of which I am descended^ 
and the M^Leods of Harris. And though the for* 
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laer have lo^ a wry ext^nsire estate by forfeiture 
in king James the sixth's titne, there are still several 
respectable familiea of it existing, who would justly 
blaipe me (or such an unmeaning cession, when they 
all acknowledge me head of that family; which 
though in fact it be but an ideal point of honour^ 
ia not hithevto ao far disregarded in our country^ 
but it would determine so«^ of my friends to look 
cm me as a muoh smaMer man than either they or 
Myself judge me at present to be. I will, therefore*^ 
ask it as a favour of you to acquaint the Doctor 
with the diffiouky he has l)Pougbt me to. In tra« 
veiling among - rival clans, such a silly tale as this 
BHght i^asily be whispered into the jsar of a passing 
stranger ; but as it has no foundation in fapt, I hope 
the Dpotor will be so good as to take his own way 
in undeceiving the publick^ I principally mean my 
friends and connections, who will be first angry at 
me, and next sorry to find such an instance of my 
littleness recorded in a book which has a very fair 
eba^ioe of being much read. I expect you will let 
me know what be wilt write you in return, and we 
belre beg to make offer to you and Mrs. Boswell of 
our most respectful complioients. I am^ 

** Dear sir, 

^* Your most ohcdieat humjble servant, 

*^ JqhnM*Lkop.*' 

TO THG J^AIgD Of BASAT. 

London, May 8, 1775^ 

'^* 9EAa silt, 

^ Thjs, day before yesterday I had the honour 
to receive your letter, and I immediat^y communi- 
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cated it to Dr. Johnson. He said he loved ^our spmt^ 
and was exceedingly sorry that he had been the caus«| 
of the smallest uneasiness to youi There is not a 
more candid.man in the world than he is, when pro-^ 
perly addressed, as you will see from his letter to you> 
which I now enclose. He has allowed me to take 
a copy of it> and he says you may read it to your 
clan, or publish it if you please^ Be assured^ sir, 
that I shall take care of what he has entrusted to me> 
which is to have an acknowledgement of his errour 
inserted in the Edinburgh newspapers* You will, I 
dare say, be fully aatisfied with Dr^ Johnson's beha^- 
viour. He is desirous to know that you are ; and 
therefore when you have read his acknowledgement 
in the papers, I beg you may write to me ; and if 
you choose it, I am persuaded a letter from you to 
the Doctbr also will be taken kind. I shall be at 
Edinburgh the week after next. 

" Any civilities which my wife and I had in our 
power to shew to your daughter. Miss M^Leod^ 
were due to her own merits and were well repaid 
by her agreeable company. But I am sure I should 
be a very unworthy man if I did not wish to shew a 
grateful sense of the hospitable and genteel manner 
in which you were pleased to treat me. Be assured^ 
my dear sir, that I shall never forget your goodness^ 
and the happy hours which I spent in Rasay. 

" You and Dr, M*Leod were both so obliging 
as to promise me an account in writing, of all the 
particulars which each of you remember, concern* 
ing the transactions of 1745-6. Pray do not for- 
get this, and be as minute and full as you can ; put 
down every thing ; I have a great curiosity to knoir 
as much as I can, authentically. 
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' ** I beg that you may present my best respects 
to Lady Rasay, my compliments to your young 
family, and to Dr. M'Leod ; and my hearty good 
v^ishes to Malcolm, with whom I hope again to 
shake hands cordially. I have the honour to be^ 

Dear sir, 
^ Your obliged and faithful humble servant, 

'* James Boswbll.** 

Abtertisement, written by Dn Johnson, and in- 
serted by his desire in the Edinburgh newspapers i 
—Referred to in the foregoing lette^/*. 

THE authour of the Journey to the Western 
Islands, having related that the M^ Leeds of Rasay 
acknowledge the chieftainship or superiority of the 
** M^ Leeds of Shy^ finds that he has been misinformed 
^^ or mistaken. He means in a future edition to cor-- 
*^ rect his erroUr, and wishes to be told of more, if 
^ more have been discovered.** 

Dr. Johnson's letter was as follows : 

To THE LA.IRD OP RaSAY. 

Dear Sir, 

*' Mr. Boswell has this day shewn me a 
letter, in which you complain of a passage in ^* the 
Journey to the Hebrides.** My meaning is mistaken. 
I did not intend to say that you had personally made 
any cession of the rights of your house, or any ac- 
knowledgement of the superiority of M'Leod i(if 
Dunvegan. I only designed to express what I 
thought generally admitted, — that the house of 
Rasay allowed the superiority of the house of Dun* 
vegan. Even this I now find to be erroneous, and 

* The original MS. is now ia my posseMion. 
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vriii therefore omit or retract it in the iteXi 

edition. 

^^ Though what I had said hsid been true^ if it 
had been disagreeable to you, I should have wished 
it unsaid ; for it is not my business to adjust prece-* 
dence* As it is mistaken, I find myself disposed to 
correct^ both by my respect for you^ and my re-^ 
verence for truth. 

^' As I know not when the book will be reprinted^ 
I have desired Mr. Boswell to anticipate the correc- 
tion in the Edinburgh papers. This is all that 
can be done. 

^ I hope I may now venture to desire that my 
compliments may be made^ and my gratitude ex-* 
pressed, to Lady Rasay, Mr. Malcolm M*Leod> Mr* 
Donald M^Queen^ and all the gentlemen and all the 
ladies whom I saw in. the island of Rasay ; a place 
which I remember with too much pleasure and too 
much kindness, not to be sorry that my ignorance^ 
or hasty persuasion, should, for a single moment^ 
have violated its tranquillity. 

<^ I beg you all to forgive an undesigned and in- 
voluntary injury, and to consider me as, 

" Sir, your most obliged, 
^* and most humble servant, 
l^adoD, May 6, 1775. « Sam. Johnsoh*/* 

It would be improper for me to boast of my own 
labours ; but I cannot refrain from publishing such 
praise as I received from such a man as Sir William 
Forbes, of Pitsligo, after the perusal of the original 
manuscript of my JoumaU 

* Rasay was highly gratified, and afterwards tisited and dined with 
Dr. Jehnsooj at hi» house in Loodon. 
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TO JAMES BOSWBLL^ BSa. 

Ediaburgh, IVtiairch ^., ITTf* 
** MY DEAK SIKj 

' ** I ought to have thanked you sooner, for 
your very obliging letter^ and for the singular con- 
fidence you are pleased to place in me^ when you 
trust me with snch a curious; and valuable deposit as 
the papers you have sent me .*. Be assured I have a 
doe sense df this favour, and shall faithfully and 
carefully return them to you> You may rely that 
I shall neither copy any part, por permit the paper* 
to be seen. 

** They contain a curious picture of society, and 
form a journal on the most instructive plan that 
^an possibly be thought of; for I am not sure that 
^n ordinary observer would become so well acquainted 
-either with Dr. Johnson, or .with the manners of the 
Hebrides, by a personal intercourse, as by a perusal 
of your Journal. 

" I am very truly, 
^'Dear Sir, 
^^ Your most obedient, 

" And affectionate humble servant, 

" William Fokbks.** 

When I consider how many. of the persons men- 
tioned in this Tour are now gone to " that undisco- 

♦ Injustice both to Sir William Forbes, and myself, ifis proper to 
tnention, that the papers which «were' submitted to his perusal con- 
tained only an account of our 1 our from the time that Dr. Johnson 
and I set out from Edinburgh (p. 46), and consequently did not con- 
tain the elogium on Sir 'William Forbes, Tp. 16), which he n^ver saw 
till this book appeared in print ; nor did he e?en know, when h^ 
wrpta the above letteri that this Joutiial was to be pijiblished. ^ 

F V 
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vered country, from whose bourne no traveller re- 
turns/' I feel an impression at once awful and ten- 
der.— /Stf^ttjfe^can^ in pace ! 

It may be objected by some persons, as it has 
been by one of my friends, that be who has the 
power of thus exhibiting an ettuit transcript of co6« 
Tersations is not a desirable knember of society. I 
repeat the answer which I made to thiait friend :-^ 
'' Few, very few, need be afraid that their sayings 
will be recorded. Can it be imagibed that I would 
take the trouble to gather what grows on dvery 
l^^g^ because I hai^ collected such fruits as thte 
Nonpareil and the Bon Chretien ?'* 

On the other hand, how useful is such « faculty, 
if well exercised 1 To it we owe all those interests 
ing apophthegms and memorabilia of the atieienta^ 
which Plutarch, Xenophbn^ and Valerias Maxtmusy 
have transmitted to us. To it we owe all those in«- 
structive and entertaining collecticnis which the 
French have made under the title of j^na, affixed 
to some celebrated name. To it we owe the Tables 
Talk of Selden, the Conversation between Ben John- 
son and Drummond of Hftwthornden^ Spencers 
jinecdotes of Pope, and other valuable remains in 
our own languc^e. How delighted should we have 
been, if thus introduced into the company of Shak- 
speare and of Dry den, of whom we kno^y scarcely 
any thing but their admirable writings ! What plea- 
sure would it have given us, to havfi known their 
petty habits, their characteristick manners, their 
modes of composition, and their genuine c^inkm 
of pr^ce^og writers and of their contenrporaries I All 
these are now^ irrecoverably lost.^-^Considering how 
many of the strongest and most 
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of essialted mtellect must have periahedi bow muph 
is it tp be .regretted that all men of distmguisb^d 
wisdppn ^and ,wit have nojt been attended by friends^ ^ 
of t;a.stie '^npugh to rjelUh^ wd s^hUitiea enough to 
r^ist^r thjsir ponver^s^tiap $ 

Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona 
Muki^' sed omnes iUactymabiles 
Urgontor, ignbtiqae ionga 
»Nocte^ parent quia. vaee sacro. 

They whose inferiour exertions are recorded, as 
serving. to explain or illustrate the sayings of sudh 
men, may be proud of being thus associated, and of ^ 
their narhes being transmitted to posterity, by being 
appended to an illustrious character. 

Before I conclude, I think it propef to say, that 
I have suppressed * every thing which I thought 

.* Having ifound, on a revision of the fint edition of this wotk, 
that, notwithstanding my best care, a few observations had escaped me, 
which arose from the instant impression, the publication of which 
might perhaps be considered as passing the bounds of a strict decorum, 
I immediately ordered that they should be omitted in the subsequent 
editions. 1 was pleased to find that they did not amount in the whole 
to a page. If any of the same kind are yet left, it is owing to inadver- • 
fence al^ne, no man being more unwilling to give pain to others than 
I am. 

A contemptible scribbler, of whom I have learned no more than 
that, after having disgraced and deserted the clerical character, he picks 
up in London a scanty livelihood by scurrilous lampoons under a 
feigned name, has impudently and falsely asserted that the passages 
omitted were defamatory^ and that the omission was not volun- 
tary, but compulsory. The last insinuation I took the trouble publickly 
to disprove ; yet, like one of Pope*s dunces, he persevered in " the 
lie o*erthrown." As to the charge of defamation, there is an obvious 
and certain mode of refuting it. Any person who thinks it worth 
while to compare one edition with the other, will find that the passages 
omitted were not 'm the least degree of that nature, but exactly such 
as I have represented them in the former part of this note, the hasty 
effusion of momentary feelings, which the delicacy of politeness should 
have suppressed. 

P F 2 
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could really hurt any one now living. Vanity and 
self-conceit indeed may sometimes suffer. With re- 
spect to Avhat is related, I considered it my duty to 
" extenuate nothing, nor set down aught in malice ;'* 
and with those lighter strokes of Dr. Johnson^s satire, 
proceeding from a warmth and quickness of ima- 
gination, not from any malevolence of heart, and 
which, on account of their excellence, could not be 
omitted, I trust that they who are the subject of 
them have good sense and good temper enough not 
to be displeased. 

I have only to add, that I shall ever reflect with 
great pleasure on a Tour^ which has been the means 
of preserving so much of the enlightened and in- 
structive conversation of one whose virtues will, I 
hope, ever be an object of imitation, and whose 
powers of mind were so extraordinary, that ages 
may revolve before such a man shall again appear. 
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No. I. 

Injustice to the ingenious Dr. Blacklock, I publish 
the following letter from him, relative to a passage 
in p. 54. 

TO JAMES BOSWELL^ ESa. 



DEAR SIR, 

JblAVING lately had the pleasure of reading 
your account of the journey which you took 
with Dr. Samuel Johnson to the Western Isles, I 
take the liberty of transmitting my ideas of the con- 
versation which happened between the doctor and 
myself concerning Lexicography and Poetry, which, 
as it is a little diflerent from the delineation exhi- 
bited in the former edition of your Journal, cannot, 
I hope, be. unacceptable; particularly since I have 
been informed that a second edition of that work 
is now in contemplation, if not in execution : and I 
am still more strongly tempted to encourage that 
hope, from considering that, if every one concerned 
in the conversations related, were to send you what 
they can recollect of these colloquial entertairimeilts, 
many curious and interesting particulars might be 
recovered, which the most assiduous attention could 
not observe, nor the most tenacious memory retain. 



438 APPENDIX. 

A little reflection^ $ir, will convince you^ that there 
is not an axiom in Euclid more intuitive nor more 
evident than the doctor's assertion that poetry was 
of much easier execution than lexicography. Any 
mind therefore endowed with common sense, must 
have been extremely absent from itself^ if it disco- 
vered the least astonishment from hearing that a 
poem might be written with much more facility 
than the same quantity of a dictionary. 

The real cause of my surprise was what appeared 
to me much more paradoxical, that he could write 
a sheet of dictionary unth as micch pleasure as a sheet 
of poetry. He acknowledged, indeed, that the lat- 
ter was much easier than the former. For in the one 
case, books and a desk were requisite ; in the other, 
you might compose when lying in bed, or walking 
in the fields, &c. lie did not, however, descend to 
explain, nor to this moment can I comprehend^ 
how the labours of a mere Philologist, in the most 
refined sense of that term, could give equal plea- 
sure with the exercise of a mind replete with elevated 
conceptions and pathetic ideas, while taste, fancy, 
and intellect were deeply enamoured of tiature, and 
in full exertion. You may likewise, perhaps, re- 
member, that when I complained of th^ ground 
which Scepticism in religion and morals was con- 
tinually gaining, it did not appear to be on my own 
account, as my private opinions upon these impor- 
tant subjects had long been inflexibly determined. 
What I then deplored, and still deplore, was the 
unhappy influence which that gloomy hesitation had^ 
not only upon particular characters, but even 4ipon 
life in general v ^ being equally the bane of action 
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in onr present state^ and of such consolations as we 
might deriw from the hopes of a future. 

I have the pleasure of reoiau»ng with nncere 
esteem and respect^ 

Dear Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant5 

EdmBuisb, Nor. 12, 1786. THOMAS BLACKLOCK. 

I am very happy to find that Dr. 31acklock*9 
apparent uneasiness on the subject of Scepticism was 
not oa his own account^ (as I supposed) but from ^ 
benevolent concern for the happiness of mankind. 
With respect, however^ to the question concerning 
poetry^ and composing a dictionary^ I am confident 
that my state of Dr. Johnson's position is accurate. 
One may misconceive the motive by which a person 
is induced to discuss a particular topick (as in the 
case of Dr. Blacklock's speaking of Scepticism); 
but an assertion, like that made by Dr. Johnson^ 
cannot be easily mistaken. And indeed it seems not 
very probable, that he who so pathetically laments 
the drudgery to which the unhappy lexicographer is " 
doomed, and is known to have written his splendid 
imitation of Juvenal with astonishing rapidity, should 
have had '^ as much pleasure in writing a sheet of 
a dictionary as a sheet of poetry^*' Nor can I con« 
cur with the ingenious writer of the foregoing let- 
ter, in thinking it an axiom as evident as any in « 
Euclid, that ** poetry is of easier execution than 
lexicography.'* I have no doubt that Bailey, and 
the *^ mighty blunderbuss of law," Jacob, wrote 
ten pages of their respective Dictionaries with more 
ease than they could have written five pages of 
poetry. 
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If this book should again be reprinted, I shall, 
with the utmost readiness correct any errours I may 
have committed, in stating conversations^ provided 
it can be clearly shewn to me that I have been in- 
accurate. But I am slow to believe, (as I have 
elsewhere observed) that any man's memory, at the 
distance of several years, can preserve facts or say^ 
ings with such fidelity as may be done by writing 
them down when they are recent : and I beg it may 
be remembered, that it is not upon memory, but 
upon what was written at the timcj that the fiuthen^ 
ticity of my Journal rests. 



\ 
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VERSES written by Sir Alexander (now Lord) 
Macdonald; addressed and presented to Dr. 
Johnson, at Armidale in the Isle of Sky.. 

Viator, o qui nostra per aequora 
Visurus agros Skiaticos venis. 
En te salutantes tributim 
Undique conglomerantur oris, 

Donaldiani, — quotquot in insulis 
Compescit arctis limitibus mare 5 
Alitque jamdudum, ac alendos 
Piscibus indigenas fovebit. 

Ciere fluctus siste, Procelliger, 
Nee tu laborans perge, precor, ratis, 
Ne conjugem plangat marita, 
Ne doleat soboles parentem. 

Nee te vicissim poMiiteat virum 
Luxisse 5 — vestro scimus ut aestuant 
In corde luctantes dolores. 
Cum feriant inopina corpus. 

Ctuidni ! peremptum clad« tuentibut 
Plus semper illo qui moritur pati 
Datur, doloris dum profundos 
Pervia menb aperit recessus. 

Valete luctus 5 — hinc lacry mabiles 
Arcete visus : — ibimus, ibimui 
Superbienti qua theatro 
, Fuigali® memoraniur auke. 



\ 
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niustris hospes ! mox spatiabere 
Qaa mens raiiue ducta meatibus 
Gaudebit explorare ccetus, 
Buccma qua cecinit triomphos; 

Audio > lescifgeoB spirat anhelito 
Dux usitato, suscitat efficax 
Poeta manesy ingruitqae 
Vi solita redivivas horror. 



Ahaena quassans tela gravi mana 
Sic ibat atrox Ossiani pater : 
Qniescat urna^ stet fidelis 
'PhersoDius vigil ad ^villain* 
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Anderson, Mr. 385. 
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Arabs, remarkable for long fasting, 113. 
Arbuthnot, Mr. Robert, 17, 20. 
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Beaton^ Cardinal, 51. 
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Beattie, Dr. 2, 4, 17, S80. 

his letter to the aatheur, 4. 

his pensioiv, 375. 

Beauclerky Topham, Esq. 247. 

, Lady Sydney, 804. 
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Biography, 242. 

esteemed by Dr. Johnson, and why, 67. 
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Birch, Dr. 258. 

Bishbps, promotion of, 68. 

Blaeklock, Dr. 34, 439. 

, his letter to the authour, 4JJ7* 

Blacks tone. Sir William, 19^. 
Blair, Rev. Dr. Hugh, 29. 
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Bood, honourable preamble of one, 262 

Bonnetta> a merchant ship, why called so,- 332. 

Book, a present by Dr. Johnson to the landlord*s daughter at 

Anoch, 127. 
Books, nuipber of, in Sky, S66. 

the best solace in confinement, 302. 

Borough English, 332. 
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Boyd» Hon. Charles, 85. 

Braid wood, Mr., hts academy for the deaf and- dumb, 41$. 

Brewte, vAtfajor, 111. « * 

Brodie, Laird of, 206, 

Browne, Isaac Hawkins, 145. 

Buck, ludicrously applied to Dr. Johnson, 1^7. 
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Burke, Mr. his various and extraordinary, talents, 3, SO, 2n> SF75, 340* 
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C 

Cadogan, Dr. his treatise on the gout criticised, 207* 
Caledonian Mercury, 335. 
Caldermanse, 107. 
Campbell, General, 264. 

, Hon. Archibald, 370. 

, Mr. 383. 

Campbeirs < Britannica Elucidata,* 335. 

Cards, 420. 

Carre, Rev. Mr. 15. 

Carte's Life of the Duke of Ormond,' 304. 

Cascade, 205. 

Castiglione's * II Corteggiano,* 281. 

Catechism, Church of England, 5Q, 

Caves, 164, 171, 195, 239, 3*3. 

Chambers, Mr. 5, 10. 

Character, nice trait of, 373. 

Charity, rules for the' distribution of, 389. 

Charles, the First, 368. 

Chastity of women, 208. 

Chatham, Lord, 139. 

Cheyne, Dr. his rule for living, 144. 

Chieftain, what should be his sentiment, 253. 

Cholmondeley, Mrs. 250, 

Cibber, Mrs. 114. 

Clamours, popular, 45. 

Clarke, 294. 

Clergy, Scottish compared with the English, 254. 

Clive,' Mrs. 114. 

Cloth, wawking, 17O. 

Club, Literary, 64, 96. 

at the Boar's head, Eastcheap, 249. 

Col, island of, 29O, 308, 309. 
Colquhoun, Sir James, 377. 

, Lady Helen, 380. 

Colvill, Lady, 411. 
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Composidon, instructions relative to, 54. 

Convenienoes often unaccoonUUly. nqgleciod^ lfi4* i 

ConversationSy the power of exhibiting, observs^tiwu lipoii*.484« 

Cooke, Mr. his singular presentation of Foote, 25» 

Coote, Sir Eyre,. HI. 

Corrichatachin, 136. < 

Cottages, description of those in Sky, 260. 

Country life, lig. 

gentleman, life of, 96. 

neighbours, 36§. 

Court of Sessions, mode of pleading at, 4l0 

Courts, German, 281. ' 

Craig, Mr. 56. 

Credulity, English not less than Scotch, 404 ^ 

Creeds and Confessions, 107* 

Criticism, 113. 

Crosbie, Mr. his comparison of the English andSooU, 10. 

Crosses, idl. 

Cucumbers, 296. ^ . < 

Cullen, Dr. SS. ' 

, Mr.Sl. 

Culloden, battle of, 139> lag. 

Cumberland's * Fashionable Lovers*, 168. 

Co|nming, the Quaker, :eS2. ^ 

Cuninghame, Sir John, 388. 

Cunning, 21 6. 

Custom, singular, 341. 

' Cyder/ Phiiips's Poem, (55. 

D 

Dalrymple, Sir David, 37. 

Sir John, 418. ^ 

Danes, colony of, b% ^ 

Death, observations on, ]7l> 197> 327. 

warrants signed by Sixtus Quintus on his death»bed, 24 1 • 

Dedications, difference between and histories, 292. 

Dempster, Mr. 424. 

Derrick, Samuel, Esq. 104, 242. 

Dick, Sir Alexander, 36. 

Dirk, use of the, 203. 

Dispatch, bustling not necessary to, 317. 

Doddridge, Dr. 27^. 

Dog-fighting, 340. 

Donne, Dr. 358. 

Douglas, Duchess of, 31. 

> Lady Lucy, 374. 
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Dressing, different modes of« 65. 

Drinking, thoughts on, 337, 

Druids temple, Q5, 120. 

Drommond, Mr. SI, 401. 

Drunkenness, S51, 263. 

Dryden, 241. 

Duelling, 12, 231. 

Dunbui, a remarkable rock^ 87* 

Dun, Rev. Mr. SQS. 

Dun Can, a high moantatn> HBg, lOl. 

Dunyegan castle, 204. .... 

, description of, 234. 

Durham ' On the Galatians,* 399. 

E 

Edinburgh, unpleasant to walk in at night, 1 i* 

, surveyed, 27* 

castle, 402. 

Education, 87* 

, publick and private, 72. 

]Gglintoune, Eari of, 139, 39O. 

, Countess of, 389, 391. 

Elgin cathedral, 102. 

Elibank, Loid, 2, 5, 327> 401, 409. 

, Dr. Johnson^s character of, 402. 

, his letter to the authour, 173. 

to Dr. Johnson, 174. 

Emigration, 15, 66, 126, 172, 202, 283, 306. 

English and Jewish history compared, 362. 

Entails, Dr. Johnson's opinion of, 89. 

Enthusiasm, ancient Highland, 140. 

Epictetus on the voyage of death, 285. 

Epigram, 277. • 

EpiUphs, 38, 141, 307. 

Errol, Eari of, 85, 91. 

Erse^ poetry, 324. 

Eitate, grounds on which the sale of one nmy \» aet>asidc, 33f « 

Evil, origin of, 104, 38 1« 

£xecuUpn,.anjiccountofone, 0^* 

F 

Faith, Cathotick, observations on, 59. 
Fame compared to a shuttlecock, 417. 
Families, old, respect for on th« 4ecay, 94: 
Family chronicle, 220. 

-• pride, 269. 
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Faulkner> Mr. George^ S2, 

Ferguson, Dr. Adam> 30» 

Feme, Mr. 110. * 

Feudal authority, 94Q. 

tife. Earl, gsl 

Findlater, Lord, 100. 
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Fooke, Samuel, Esq. 25. 

Forbes, Sir William, 13, 20. 
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Garrick, David, Esq. 114, 253, 279- 

, his embarrassment in Westminster haH, 245* • 
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Gerirard, Dr. 118. 

Glasgow, surveyed, 385. 

Gleg, Mr. 61. 
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Glenmorison, Laird of, 125. 
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, anecdote of, 84. 

, his love of talk, 282. 
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Gordon, Sir Alexander, 73. 
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Grace, observations upon. 111. 
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Gioond, consecrated, \6U 
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Hailes, Lord, 37» 258. 

, his letter to the attthoiir, 4^* 

Hamilton, t>nke of, 401. 

, Lady Betty, 8/58, 373. 

• •••....•, JM.r« «o» 

Hamond's ' Love Elegies,' 974. 

Happiness not to be found in this life, 179. 

, in a cottage, considered, 800* 

Harris, Mr. 894. 
Hawthomden, 4 1 9. 

Hawthomden*s ' Cypress Grove,' 171, 

Hay's ' Martial,' 384. 

Hebrides, Martin's account of, 1. 

Hervey's < Meditations* criticised, 864. ^ 

Hell, Virgil's description of the entrance of, compared to a printing* 

house> 822. 
Highlander, 417. 

Highlanders, the loyalty of, 198. , 
Highland hut, 120. 

hospitality, 147. 

Chief, ancient residence of, 222. 

forest, 289. 

tradition relative to two houses, 811. 

History, general, 67. 

of England, 352. 

Holyrood house, 877. 

Home's tragedy of 'Douglas,' S76. 

Homer, M5. 

compared with Virgil, 67. 

, opinions respecting, 66. 

Hooke, Mr. 1G7. 
Hope, Dr. 421. 

House of Commons, very moderatt talents requisite to make a figuia 

in, 275. 
Houses, subterraneous, 160, 288. 
Hume, David, Esq. I7, 277, 280. 
. . . ^ . .,. Dr. A. Smith's panegyrical letter upon, 18. 
Hunting* French, 257. 
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IcolmkiU, island of, 345. 

, sketch^f the ruins of> 347. 

Janes, Mr. 138. 

Johnson, Dr. Samuel, rapid motion one of his most &vourite amuse* 
ments, 5. 

. . « , sketch of his general character, 5. 

«^ ., his prejudice against Scotland, Q. 

, his ' Journey to the Western Islands,* misapprehended^ 10. 

, his arrival in Scotland, 10, ' 

* • , his bad specimen of Scotch cleanliness, 10. 

, his contempt of tragic acting, 26. 

, his observations on piray«fi 26w 

....'., his remark on writin^^28. 

, his assertion of its being easier to him to write poetry tha% 

compose his Dictionary, 35. 

, Diary of his life, 41 . * 

, his method of composition, 55. 

presented with the freedom ;of Aberdeen, 73. ' 

taken for a doctor of physic, 34. 

, his observations on Lord Monboddo, 99. 

, his object in visiting Scotland, 100. 

, his objection against hearing Principal Robertson preachy lOQ^' 

, his kindness to young M'Aulay, 110. 

, his happy art of gaining instruction, 117*' 

, his Dictionary, 118,279. 

on horseback, 120. 

, his generosity, 125. 

out of humour, 134, 278, 3 19, 323| 929, 386» 

• , his Ode upon the isle of Sky, 144. 

, his horror at the sight of some human bones, I60, 338. 

, his reverence for religious places, l60, 

, his discourse on death, 17 1 . 

, his letter to Lord Elibank, 174. 

• out of spirits, I76. 

, his sleeping on the bed in which Prince Charles lay, 179s 

, not fond of eating many kinds of fish, 204. 

, his fall on alighting from his horse, 204. 

, his abstaining from fem^ente^ liquors, 21 2» 

, his melancholy, 213* 

, his imaginary seraglio, 215. 

, his minute knowledge in various arts, 213, 248, 9dQ, 

• . . ^ . . . . , his feudal enthusiasm, 223. 

>his being in the state in which Lord JBciCQU. repi^MO^ 

kings,, 234. 
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liis pleasure in little things^ 252. 
his conviviality, S66. 
popular in the isle of Sky, 267. 
his gaiety with a Highland lady, 267* 
his spirit of adventure, 26d. . \ , * 

gradual impression made by> 27 9* . , 
his play of words, 285^ 
his sickness at sea, 286» 
his mode of living in the Temple, SQlt. . 
his curious appearance on a sheltie, 29 1 . 
his impetuosity of iii^n^iSriiSQ^. 
his powers of ridicule, 299. 
his avidity for books, 311. 
his delicacy of feeling, 312. 
his high opinion of London, 3l4i 
his use of an uncommon phrase, 315. 
his particularities, 3\6* 
disgusted with coarse manner8> 316. 

and the Authour*s princely reception during their tour, 3S8i 
loses his walking-sticky 33 h 
his appearing as a Highlander, 3264 
his Latin verses on Inchkenneth, S3'}, 
his eulogium on Col, 341. 
his faith in the Christian religion, 343. 
his refusing to change wet clothes, 358,9* 
his drinking whiskey, 359* 
his meditation on a pudding, S65. 
talking laxly, 366. 

his letter to the Duke of Argyle, 378. 
his politeness, 378. 

his negligence, 379, n. . •♦ 

his sentiments on dress, S80« 
his wonderful memory, 384. 
his alacrity during his tour, 384* 
his soliloquy, 385. 
his letter to the laird of Rasay, 431. 
his sentiments respeciing the Highlands, 393* 
his character of a rapacious Highland Chief,^ SQ5* 
his horror at death, 397. 
his high respect for the English clergy, 398. 
his visits before leaving Edinburgh, 410, &c. 
handsome compliment paid him, 4 1 6. 
his parody of Sir J. Dairy mple*s Memoirs, 420. 
his observations on the Hebridean tour, 421. 
his advertisement, acknowledging a mistake in his * Journey 
to the Western Islands,' 431. 

qq2 



4M IM BX. 

Judge, English^ 412.. 

Jurisdiction ty heritable, 168, 300. 

Impartiality, historical, 25g. 

Impostor, pretended brother of Dr. Johmon, 809. 

Inch Keith, island of; 43. 

Inchkenneth, island of^ 994. - 

Infidelity, 1 59. 

Infidels, modern, 343. 

Infidel writings, increase of, '277. 

Intemperance, s62. > ^ 

Interest, landed and traded, coffipftitdi 8d9. 

Isa, island of, S52. 

Islands, prisons, 25Q. 

Inverary, 259, 

• • castle, 367. 
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Kames, Lord, 382. 

Keith, Mr. 115. 

Kilda, curious account of the people <Sf, '284. 

Kilmarnock, Lord, 93. 

King James IPs grandson — ^see Prince Charles Edward* 

King William, 259. 

Kingsburgh, 176, 202, 264. 

Knox, John, 50, 

L 

Labour, dangerous to increase the price of, 270. 

Lake, strange story respecting one, 162. 

Landlords, advice te, 301. 

Langton, Bennet, Esq. 21 6. 

Languages, the pedigree of nations, 225, 

Laplanders, 339. 

Law— -Vicious intromission; 37. 

Literary property, 39, 60, 

Murder, 75, 
Lawyers, 14, 59. 
Laziness censured, 282. 
Lead-mine, 311. 
Learning in Scotland, 46. 
Leech man. Dr. 385. 
Leibnitz, S94. 
Leith, 41. 
Leonidas, 104. 
Letter, poetical, 128. 
I«ttlfrrs, studied conclusions of, 240. 



Linen» the advantage of wearing, 815. 

literary men, instructions for -writing the lives of» i^42« , 

Literati, French, 230. 

Literature, French, 3:^0. 

Literature and patronage, 47* 

Locke, yerses written by, 81. 

London, persons o£ conavcqnei^. w^tahed in> S5C^ 

and Pekin compared, 314. 

Loudon, Earl of 

Louth, Bishop, 6S, < . 

Lovat, Lords Thomas and Simon, 236, 413; 

Loyalty, 201. 

Luther, 2l6« 

Luxury, 372. 

Lyttelton, Lord George, 14L 

M'Aulay, Mt. ^06, 374. 

Macbeth's heath, 103. 

castle, 117* * 

M'Craas, 131. 

M'Cruslick, 169. 

M 'Donald, Sir Alexander, 137> 151. 

, his verses addressed to Dr. Johnson, 441. 

. . . « , Sir James, 138. 

, his last letters to his mother, 143. 

, Miss Flora, I7I, 177, 180, 181, l^S. 2^4. 

, Lady Mary, 265. 

,Mr. 176. , ^ 

M*Kenzie, Sir George, his- work criticised, 210. 
M'Kennon, Laird of, 195. 

,Mr. 146. 

..N , Mrs. 150, 270. 

, Mr. jun. 149. 

M'Laurin, Mr. 37. 

M'Lean, young Laird of Col, 254, 258, 29O, 304, 822, 3381,341, 342. 

, Captain, 29I. 

, Rev. Hector, 294, 307. 

, Sir Allan, 334. 

, Miss, 329. 

M'Leod, Captain, 133. 

, Mr. Malcolm, 152, 184, I97. » 

, Mr. Donald, 266. 

, Laird of, 168. 

, Lady, 205. 

„ Miss, celebrated for her b/rauty, 170. 

,Dr. 176, 183, 195. 

, Colonel, 214. 

,Rev. Neal, 350. 
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MClare, Captain, SSI. 
M'Pherson, Mr. 14Q. 

« t Dr. his * DtsMrtations/ f04^ S79. 

, his Latin poetry, $79, 

o Mr. Martin, 1^1, 1B7S. 

M'Quarrie, Mr. 3S 1 . 

M'Queen, Rev. Donald, JSQ, 15!,' fl8, tStA, «(50, 

M'Sweyn, Mr. 896, 

Mallet, 167, 

Malone, Edmond, Esq. 1, 

Man, not naturally good, 209. 

Manhood, proof of, SIO. 

Manners, change of, 48, SSf . 

, . ., history of, the most valoable, 07* 

9 f . of the great families ih Wales, 281. 

* Manners,' Paul Whitehead's, a poor performance, lQ4t 

Mansfield, L.ord, 1 6, 412. 

]Uarkham, Archbishop, 25. 

Marlborough, Duchess of, 107. / 

Martin's account of ihjC Hebrides, 1. 

Memory, strangely defective, ^6. 

M^rcheta Mulierum, 832. 

Methodism, 408, 

Middle state, 370. 

Mfonarchy, English, 299. 

Monboddo, Lord, 33, §5. 

r . . . , Dr. Johnson's sentisientf rjespectiQg, 70> 9p, 

Montague, Mrs^ her ' Essay en 3ha|ispeare/ 246, 

Montrose, 300. 

Moravian missions, 40^. 

Muck, Laird of, 226. ^ 

Mull, island of, 320, 329. 

, sail to, 286. 

, coast of, 343. 

Murchison, Mr, 135, 
Miirder, 12. 

, prescription of, 74, 

Murison, Principal, 61. 
Murray, Mr. 38. 

*. . , Sir Alexander, 301. , 

Musick, 60. 

,,....., danger of a knowledge of, S2il. 

■ N • i 

Nabobs, 94. • ^ 

Nairae, Mr. 2Q^ 41, 4S2, ' 
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Necessity, eternal, refuted, 35, 

Newspapers, 381. 

Nighti^cap, J873. 

North, Lord, 260. 

Novel, ' The Man of tfae World,' £99, .... 

Nnos' isUnd, 34^.. 

O . 

Oatcakes, 157. 

Oats, a food not peculiar to die Scotch, 38. 
Ode, on the birth of Lord Kay, criticised^ 93» 
Ogden on prayer, 56, 363,4. 
O'Leary, Father^ 24. 
Qrde, Lore) Chief Baron, l6. 
Orrery, Lords, 239. 
Ossian, Poems of, their merit and authenticity discussed, 33« 82, ]54# 

242, 243, JK44, 403, 
Ostig, 271. 

Oughton, Sir Adolphus, 31, 32, 112, 
Ourang Outang^ 34.. 

p 

Palejr's * Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy,* 1^, 

Paoli^ General, i. 

Paradoxes, 70.. 

Parliament, observations respecting, 44, 

, ^memberof, 187. 

pater Noster, singular remark upon^ ipp. 
Peers, influence of, 45, 
.... ., opposition to, 368, 
Pembroke, Earl of, 7, 119 
Pennant, Mr. 146. 

• , his Tours criticised, 221, ' ! 

Pennington, Colonel^ 113» 

Penury, 282, 325. 

Percy, Dr. 258. 

Peter the Great, folly of, 252, 

Philips, Sir John, 281, / 

, Lady, 281. 

Phipps's Voyage to the North Pole, 230, 
Piety,' influence of solemn scenes of, 349. 
Pitt, Mr. 351, 
Poetry easier of execution than lexicography^ 48. 

• of Savages, 229. 

Poets to be expected but seldom, 73, 

• and soldiers compared, 126. 

Politeness of greftt consequence to society, 6Qf 



Political pfirtieiy instractions to, 24. 

principles, difference in mcreased by opposition^. 402, 

Polygam}', 2\6. 

Fortraits> valuable in families, 2\Q, 

compared with historjr^ S^ 

Pope and Cowley compared, 358. 

Portree, harbour of, 172. 

Power, arbitrary, 203. 

Powercourt, Lord, 257. 

Pride, 194. 

Primrose, Lady, IpS. 

Prince Charles Edward (King James 11*8 grandsofn) ^179. 

k , bis distresses and escape, tSOi et seq. 

assumes the dresff and character of an Irisfii 

. girl, .181. 

• •..'..^•.•.... , his patriotisna, 186^. 

• , his humanity, 187- 

, his dread of assassination, 1 89. 

, his horse shot under him at CuRoden, I89. 

, his opinion of the Highland' corps, tgO. 

• assumes tWa character of a servant, I91 . 

, an evraocdinary walker, 191. 

, his courage, I92. 

,htsoddityof face, T92. 

, hb unwillingness to credit the barbarity of th« 

English army, I92. 

discovered by a Highland soldier, 198. 

.■ in London in 1759, I98. 

Principles and practice, 374. 

Pritchard, Mrs. 114; 

Priae-iighting, 230. 

Prospect, the noblest of a Scotchmao> 403. 

Providence, a particular, 289. 

Pulteney, 351. 

R 

^ Rambler/ Dr. Johnson^s, 321. 
Rasay, 155. 

• •.4.., Laird of, 156. 

, endued witl\4lifi iptt s|NC«t. of A Ckie4 1^* 

, his letter to the anthour» 428. 

, elegant entertaiwncM at, IS6, 

• ....., survey of, 159. . ^ 
castle, rare accommodation at^ iff!* 

....... young Laird of, 183, 195.. i , . ... . 

Rattakin, a high mountain^ }9Q^ ,-_, . 



jl(^,,ff<in, iiatual to mm, '410 ' 

Recoltecuon, past scenes pleasing in, 345. • 

S^rions ;. the same sul^ect di£ferent at d.ffereut U 

SmenTwhether allowable ia dying men. .4.. 

Redvemeiiit, observations upon* ^0. , 

Betroqwct, Sga. 

Beviewcrs, SSa 

Bmioids, Sir Joshua, 90, 9gS. 

Riches, influence of, 100. 
Richardson, Mr. 412. 
Riddoch, Mr. 74. 

Ritter, loseph, 4a . ^ o« «« «iro aob 
R.>be.tsan, Dr. WiUiani, 2, 19, ^> f ^ 3^> W, 408. 
, his liberality of ^entwnent, 410. 

]!.'!!!!!'.! Dr. Ja'n^**^- 

,Mr.fi9. 

Roslyn castle, surveyed, 4ig. 
Ruddiman, the grammaiian, 68. 

S 

Sailors, life of, 1«6, 261, 417. 
Saint Columbo, 349- 

Paul, 62. 

Salisbury, Lady, 281. 

Sand-hitts, «98- 

^!!'! fih^^pared mth civifized, Gq, 70, 

sJialpa. island of, 168. 

ScepticUm in morals and idij?on, «6, 439- 

Schools, 72. 

Scots, their learning, 251. 

Scotland and England compared, 862. 

Scott, Mr. 5, 10, 18. 

Seaforth, Lord, 181- 

Sea-sickness, 292. _^ ^^^ ^- 

Second sight, >49, ^^4, 332, 374,400. 

, disbelieved by the Scotch clergy, 2S«. 

Mden's ' Table Talk/ 8*1. 

Self-deception, 266. 

Seraglio, 215. . 



468 lNDE3ti 

Shakspeare, Johnson's reason for not nDrndoning Ganick kk Im pi0^ 

face to^ 246. 
Sharp> Misv ^^ 
Shaw, Dr. 56, 

Sheets, those Prince Charles slept in^ 18d« 
Shelties, 291. 
Shenstone, 374. 

Shoes, Prince Charles*s old ones, 183. 
Simpson, Mr. 286. 
Sextus Quintus, 241. 
Sky, isle of, 137. 

Slains, seat of Lord Errel, compared with Mount £dgcuml>e«.90 
Smith, Dr. Adam, 18, 20, 385. 
Smollet, Dr. his epithet, 382. , 

,Mr. 381. 

Solander, Dr. 339. 

Soldiers, Oliver Cromwell's, 72. 

, Arab and English compared, 1 19. 

, English and French, 230. 

Song, Jacobite, 264. 

Sorrow, observations upon, 52, ... 

Spades, those used in Sky, 266. ' '. 

Specie, scarcity of, 257. • 

Spence, 328. 

Spun, Dr. Johnson's, 153. 
Stage, the, 114. 

^tevenson. Dr. 385. ,» 

Stockings, exported from Aberdeen, 74, 
Stones, curious,' 296. 
Storm, 286, 313, 324. 
Strife, the hill of, 239- 
Stuart, the house of, reflections upon, I96. 
* Student, The,' 36. 

Studies, particular minutes should be kept oG ^78; 
Subordination, feudal state of, 94* 

Subscription, ecclesiastical, 107. . -: 

Suicide, 42. 
Sunday, observance of, 57. 

reading should be theological, 384. 

Superiours, external deference to, proper, 9I. 

Superstitions, others beside those connected with religion, S15» 

Suspense, painful state of, 148; 

Sweden, plan for visiting, 214. 

Swift, character of his works, 32. 

T 
Tait,Rfcv. Mr. 116. 
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Talfsker, S52. ' ') . 

Talking, a powerful stimulas to action, 293.- - ' -. ^ 

Targets^ scarcely any now in the Highlands, 219. ^V 

Tenants, dependence of on landlords, 319. r .< 

• TheophiluS Insulanus,' 22Q, ' 

Thrale, Mr. 282. ...'.. 

, Mrs. 2, 247. 

, Dr. Johnson's Ode to, 147; 

Threshing, ^, . . . i • 

Thule, island of, 278. 

Tobermorie, 319. 

Tokens, 106. t > . ' 

Toleration, liberal proof of, 54. 

Tour, Pennant's in Scotland, criticised, llf. 

Townsend, Lord. 871. 

Trade, no ^extraordinary qualities requisite to ensure, tuccoss m, 88p. 

Transubstantiation, 58. ' 

Trapaud, Mr. 122. 

' Traveller,* Goldsmith's poem, 357. 

Travels, incorrectness of writers of, 118. 

Trees, 57, 62, IO7, 254, 3^. 

Trinity, mystery of the, 76. 

Trout, large, ifiS. ' 

Tull's ' Husbandry,' 336. 

Turnips, 301. 

Tyers, his remark upon Johnson, 61. 

Tytler, Mr.jiin. 418. 

U AND V. 

I 

Union, Scottish with England, 251. 

, benefit tp Scotland derived from the, 1 1 6. 

Valley, celebrated from Dr. Johnson's first conceiving the thought of 

writing his * Journey,' 130. 
'Vanity of Human Wishes," Johfison's poem, 37, 100. 
Veal, Scotch, 20. 
Village, is like a heart to a country, 175. 

W 

Walpole, Sir Robert, 351. 
Warburton, Bishop, 68. 

, his assertion respecting the Scotch clergy, 80. 

, his * Doctrine of Graee,' a poor performance, 80. 

and Louth, contest between, 1 12. 

Warm Bath, anecdote of, 294. 
Watson, Dr. 46. 

Wealth, use and importance of, 100. 
Webster, Dr. Alexander, 38. 
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Well, Cuchillln^, 257. 

Wesley, Rev, John, 24. - - 

Whig, 277,S51,87K 

^higgisoi, unbecoming a ckrgymWj iWfl. 

,Whiiby*8 ' Commentary,* 282. 

Whitcfield, Rev. Mr. 24. 

Wickedness easier than virtue, £17. 

Wilks, John, Esq. 179,351. 

Williams, Sir Charles Hanbury, 274, 

Witchcraft, 33, 164. 

Witches, 103. 

Wives, choiee of, 227. 

Women, an overmatch for men, 227# 

Worcester, battle of, 33.1. • , 

Words, coinage of new ones. It 8. 

Vorshtpf tfrmily, l^. 

Wren, Sir Christopher, 252. 

Writing, aphpristick, 27. - 

and conversation compared* 48» 

Young, Dr. 276. 

, his ' Conjectares on original Compositioo/ 27^* 

, his ' Night Thoughts,' 276. 
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THE END. 
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C« aiHi It. Baldwin, Frinlen* 
Nfur Jridie-ctreet, Londoiu 
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